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Bramshaw, Landford and Plaitford
Diary Dates – August 2019Date
Day
Activity
Time
Place
4
Sun
Team Communion Service
10:00am
Downton Church

No services Bramshaw, Landford, Plaitford


8
Thurs
Wedding
Noon
Plaitford Church
11
Sun
Matins – Rev David Bacon
9:30am
Bramshaw Church

Communion _Rev david Bacon
11:00am
Landford Church

Evening Prayer – Rev David Bacon
3:00pm
Plaitford Church
12
Mon
Service at Cedars
2:30pm
Cedars Nursing Home
17
Sat
Wedding
3:00pm
Bramshaw Church
18
Sun
Holy Communion - Rev David Bacon
9:30am
Bramshaw Church

United Celebration
11:00am
Landford Methodist Church
19
Mon
Afternoon Tea Party for Living Water (Deanery Mission Project)
3:00pm
Mark’s Farmhouse, Bramshaw
24
Sat
Christening
1:00pm
Bramshaw Church
25
Sun
Morning Worship – Rev David Bacon
9:30am
Bramshaw Church

Sunday Celebration (with Christening) – Rev David Bcon
11:00am
Landford Church

Evening Prayer – Rev Frank Gimson
3:00pm
Plaitford Church
29
Thurs
Communion at Cedars
11:00am
Cedars Nursing Home
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The Vicar’s Viewpoint 


“You can prove anything with statistics”
There is much clucking in the hen coops about the recently published British Social Attitudes Survey. The finding (that should surprise no-one) is that for the first time less than 40% of people in the UK identify as “Christian” and 52% identify as “having no faith”. (Only 14% identify as “C of E”)

Should we be worried? Well, there are certainly serious questions for the Church (especially the Church of England) to ask. Why is it that with our unique advantages, we fail to connect in any meaningful way with so many people? Why is it that what we do is seen as irrelevant by so many?

But, on the other hand, I have a theory that what these statistics show is not such a dramatic decline in faith but rather a change of understanding and of culture. As a young child, I grew up in a “churchgoing family”. And that was it. Had there been statistics gathered in those days, we would have counted as “bottoms on pews”, but were we living as followers of Jesus? Did we live differently from anyone else for the remaining 167 hours of the week? No, not really.

As a curate 30 years ago, I met many people who would tick the box to say they were “C of E”. Did they come to church? Only for “hatches, matches and dispatches”. What I believe these latest statistics show is that these people simply now tick a different box. Young people particularly are very concerned about hypocrisy – they recognise that they have no faith, so that is the box that they tick.

Enjoy August! David 
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