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164/22
Election of Chairman.
In the absence of both the Chairman and Vice Chairman it was resolved that Cllr. C McKemey be elected Chairman for the duration of the meeting.
164/22
Apologies.

Cllrs. A Birch and S Wyche.
165/22
Declarations of Interest.


None.
166/22
Dispensation Requests.

None.
167/22
Public Participation.


None
168/22
Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th February 2023.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 13th February 2023, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, be signed by the Chairman as a true record.
169/22
Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th February 2023.
Min 172 /22 – Leicestershire Footpath Association AGM – Cllr. S Robson reported on his attendance which had been useful in establishing a contact at the Association. The Clerk updated members with progress on establishing the situation with the footpath contribution from the Persimmon Homes development. The County Council had received an initial sum of £52k but the money was yet to be spent. A request had been made for information on what footpath improvements the money would be spent on and when this was scheduled to take place.

Min 177/22 – Bowls Club Lease – The Clerk informed members that the Bowls Club no longer wished to proceed with a new lease.

170/22
Accounts.
The Clerk submitted details of accounts due for payment, copies of which had been previously circulated to members as follows:
	Reference
	Name
	 
	 
	Description
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Amount
	 
	 
	 

	BL0998
	Regent Samsic
	Cleaning
	407.29
	 
	 
	 

	BL0999
	UK Safety Management Ltd
	PAT Testing
	221.98
	 
	 
	 

	BL1000
	GES (Leicester) Ltd
	Legionella Risk Assessment
	504.00
	 
	 
	 

	BL1001
	1st Fleckney Guides
	Guides Camp Grant
	350.00
	 
	 
	 

	BL1002
	Straightline Fencing
	Removal of Posts and Fencing
	90.00
	 
	 
	 

	BL1003
	LRALC
	VAT Training
	30.00
	 
	 
	 

	BL1004
	Equals Fair FX (HP Instant Ink)
	Ink Replacement Service
	2.99
	 
	 
	 

	BL1004
	Equals Fair FX (B & Q)
	Paint / Sealant / Light bulb
	33.38
	 
	 
	 

	BL1004
	Equals (Tesco)
	Plastic Box
	4.00
	 
	 
	 

	BL1004
	Equals (FirstFence Hire & Sales)
	Fence Panels
	43.10
	 
	 
	 

	BL1004
	Equals (Ste KG Brown Ltd)
	Wrecking Bar
	19.66
	 
	 
	 

	BL1004
	Equals (S N L Dynamics Ltd)
	Lithium Batteries
	4.45
	 
	 
	 

	BL1004
	Equals (Timpson)
	Key Cutting
	13.50
	 
	 
	 

	BL1004
	Equals (Travis Perkins)
	Concrete Kerb Stones
	162.92
	 
	 
	 

	BL1004
	Equals (The Parkinson Partnership LLP)
	VAT Training
	10.00
	 
	 
	 

	BL1005
	LRALC
	Internal audit
	335.00
	 
	 
	 

	BL1006
	Regent Samsic
	Cleaning
	407.29
	 
	 
	 

	BL1007
	Vectos Ltd
	New Sports Centre Fees
	882.00
	 
	 
	 

	BL1008
	Harborough District Children & Young People's Charity
	Delivery of Fleckney Youth Club
	472.00
	 
	 
	 

	BL1009
	Lite Ltd (John Beynon)
	Christmas lights
	132.00
	 
	 
	 

	BL1009
	Amazon EU (John Beynon)
	Boxes for Christmas Lights
	54.98
	 
	 
	 

	BL1010
	Clague Architects
	New Sports Centre Design Fees
	1,215.00
	 
	 
	 

	BL1011
	ESPO
	Toilet Rolls & Black Sacs
	41.52
	 
	 
	 

	BL1012- BL1017
	Various
	 Wages
	4,455.36
	 
	 
	 

	BL1018
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	1,469.78
	 
	 
	 

	DD10
	Water Plus
	Water Services
	58.91
	
	
	

	DD13
	Nat West Bank
	Bank Charges
	25.85
	
	
	

	DD15
	British Gas
	Electricity
	1,484.87
	 
	 
	 

	DD16
	British Gas
	Electricity
	24.58
	 
	 
	 

	DD6
	British Gas
	Electricity
	12.96
	 
	 
	 

	DD9
	Nest
	Pension Contributions
	212.97
	
	
	

	DDBT1
	British Telecom
	Telephone accounts
	374.69
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Total
	 
	£13,557.03
	 
	 
	 


The Clerk reported that the total receipts in February 2023 amounted to £3,151.36 excluding VAT.
The Clerk submitted a Bank Reconciliation Statement at 28th February 2023.
Resolved that:
(i) The accounts as set out above be approved for payment.
(ii) The information on receipts be received and noted.
(iii) The Bank Reconciliation Statement at 28th February 2023 be received and noted.
171/22   
District and County Councillors’ and Police Reports.

Members’ considerer the report of Cllr. Bilbie, copies of which had been previously circulated. The report highlighted the freeze in the council tax, the continued improvement in reducing fly tipping in the District, the increase in a electric charging with over 4,000 charges in the year to date, saving approximately 21,00kg of carbon across the District and Tilton -on -Hill in conjunction with Green Fox being successfully in being awarded funding for a rural electric car club, which will be the first one in the District. 
The Clerk submitted crime statistics for the Village for the period January 2022 to December 2023. 

The Clerk asked members to consider responses to a Neighbourhood Link survey on local policing priorities which were established as drug dealing and taking, domestic abuse, road safety and anti-social behaviour. Dog fouling and litter were also highlighted as local concerns.
Resolved that the reports be received and noted.
172/22    Correspondence.

None
173/22
Employees and Chair’s Reports.

Members’ considered the report of the Street Orderly, copies of which had been previously circulated. 
There was no report from the Chairman.

Resolved that the report of the Street Orderly be received and noted.
174/22
Recreation Committee.

Members received copies of the minutes of the Recreation Committee that had met on 27th February 2023, copies of which had been previously circulated.
Member considered the recommendation contained in minute Rec/110/22 that the pricing structure for this year’s Fleckney Festival be as follows:

In advance: £3.50 adults aged 15 and over (£3 comes to the festival) £1.50 teen rate aged 10 – 14 years (£1 comes to the festival) with under 10s free. 

On the day (online and on the gate): £5 adults aged 15 and over £2 teen rate aged 10 -14 years with under 10’s free.

Resolved that:

(i) The minutes of the Recreation Committee held on 27th February 2023 be received and noted.
(ii) The admission charges for the Fleckney Festival as set out above be agreed. 
Cllrs. J Brummel and S Kenyon-Ellis voted against the proposition.
175/22
Planning Applications.

Members considered and commented on new planning applications received since the last meeting of the Council as follows:

	Reference
	Proposal
	Location
	Comment

	23/00247/FUL
	Erection of a single storey side extension 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications-skin/images/ico_comment.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


	17 Western Avenue
	No comments.


Resolved that he comments on planning applications as set out in the table above be forwarded by the Clerk to Harborough DC. 
176/22
Village Centre Improvements – UK Shared Prosperity Fund.
The Clerk updated members with the latest information on the availability of funding for the Village from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. It now appeared that there would be £25k available for village centre improvements as part of a second phase to be spent in 2023/24. Harborough DC (Economic Development Officer) had agreed to attend a meeting of interested parties to consider the priorities for the village centre. It was agreed that the meeting should take place on Friday 31st March 2023 starting at 1.00pm.

Resolved that the report be received and noted.

177/22
VAT on Sports and Leisure Services.

As a result of the decision in the VAT Tribunal case Chelmsford City Council [2020] UKFTT432(TC) in which the HMRC has accepted that local authority sports and leisure services can be treated as non-business and outside the scope of VAT members considered what action needed to be taken. This included when to stop charging VAT on sports and leisure services, to submit a claim for over declared VAT for the past four years, to decide whether to refund the VAT to persons/bodies charged, decide the level of charges from when VAT is not charged and to decide whether or not to offer a discount for block bookings to compensate for the loss of the VAT exempt status on such charges.

Resolved that:

(i) VAT on sports and leisure services cease to be charged from 1st April 2023.
(ii) A claim for a refund be submitted to HMRC for such VAT declared for the past four years.
(iii) Refunds of VAT be not made to the persons/bodies charged for sports and leisure services due to the significant amount of subsidy that is provided and the difficulties that would be involved in making such refunds
(iv) No changes be made to the current level of inclusive charges from 1st April 2023.

(v) A discount for block bookings for sports and leisure services which are outside the scope of VAT be introduced from 1st April 2023 to compensate for the loss of the VAT exempt status on such charges based on the following:
(a) The booking must be for a minimum of ten sessions.

(b) Each session must be on the same day, at the same time and for the same duration each week.

(c) The sessions must be booked in advance.

(d) The total amount for all the booked sessions must be paid in advance and prior to the first session taking place.

(e) There will be no eligibility for a refund for missed sessions except when the booked facility is unavailable.
(f) The amount of the discount to be 15% or such other amount as may be determined form time to time.
Cllrs S Parker, C McKemey and J Brummel declared an interest in the above item of business

.
178/22   King’s Coronation.
Members considered if the Parish Council should be involved in providing an event in the Village to celebrate the King’s Coronation, 

Resolved that a Working Party consisting of Cllrs. D Parker, S Parker, C McKemey, S Kenyon-Ellis and J Earwaker be established to decide on the arrangements and a budget of £1,000 be set aside for the purpose.

179/22
National Minimum Wage.

Members considered the implications of the increase in the National Minimum Wage from £9.50 to £10.42 per hour with effect from 1st April 2023 for those employees on the minimum wage or where the rate of pay is linked to the minimum wage.
Resolved that the following rates of pay be applicable from 1st April 2023:

· Premises Officers – Basic Rate £10.42 per hour (No change to the enhanced rate)

· Grounds Maintenance Operative - £10.42 per hour
· Street Orderly - £10.42 per hour

· Administrative Assistant - £11.98 per hour.

184/22
Date of Next Meeting.
Monday 17th April 2023 at the Village Hall at the conclusion of the Annual Parish Meeting. 
The Meeting closed at 8.30 pm.

Signed………………………………….Date……………….

Chairman
Minutes of the Meeting of the Fleckney Parish Council held at the Sports Centre, Leicester Road on 13th March 2023.





Present:


Cllrs. C McKemey (Chairman), J Brummel, J Earwaker, S Kenyon-Ellis, T Mcdonagh, D Parker, S Parker, E Preston and 


S Robson





J H Flower, Clerk to the Council. 





Members of the Public - None
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