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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council

Held on Tuesday 1st February 2022 at 4.00pm at Westwell Parish Hall
1. Present and Apologies
Cllr Drury (Chair), Cllrs Bainbridge (Vice-Chair), Bartlett and Butcher, 
Miss N Ideson (Clerk)
Apologies were received from Cllrs Farrington, Hutchinson, Lister, Richards and Wyatt due to prior commitments. These were accepted. 
  2.    Declarations of Interest
Cllr Drury declared an Other Significant Interest on item number 8 as part of the A20 footway was outside her property. Therefore this item was led by the Vice-Chair Cllr Bainbridge
3. Planning
3.1 Planning applications

3.1.1 22/00009/AS-Coombe Cottage, The Street, Westwell

Proposed single storey side extension

The council noted the very minor upgrade to the property was to install a downstairs WC.  This extension has been neatly designed with very little increase to the existing footprint.
Resolved

The council resolved to support the application
ACTION NI
3.2 Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda
There were no planning applications received after the distribution of the agenda
3.3 Matters arising on other planning applications
3.3.1 21/02146/AS Land at Eureka Business Park, Trinity Road
Outline planning application to consider access for the development of up to 375 dwellings, up to 34,869m2 commercial floorspace(comprising 31,269m2 of class E(g)(i) and E(g)(ii) and 3,600m2 of flexible Class E floorspace), open space, and associated infrastructure with all other matters reserved for future consideration.
Councillors noted that the transport assessment is a very large and in parts illegible document, and makes no assessment of potential traffic increases along Sandyhurst Lane (SL) by traffic accessing the A20 towards Maidstone.  The pedestrian and cycle only access onto SL from the development has also not been designed yet as other access has been for the vehicular access onto Trinity Lane.  Cycle and pedestrian access need greater attention. Cllrs      Drury, Bartlett and Butcher will finalise and submit WPC’s comments, and their ratification can be included in the March 8th agenda 
Resolved
Detailed comments will be written and submitted to ABC.
ACTION CD/TB/RB
4. The Wheel
The rapid sequence of events since December has been well advertised through updates on Facebook and the Westwell Events email that Cllr Bainbridge has been providing. This has helped to manage the shock of the Wheel closing and being boarded up on January 11th. The sale announced in March 2021 is now with vacant possession since James Kelland has surrendered his lease and the parish council on behalf of the community has the option, through it being registered as an Asset of Community Value (ACV), to trigger a 6 month delay to the sale of the pub to enable the community to prepare a purchase proposal.  If sent, the letter requesting the 6 month delay must be delivered to the ABC Legal Dept by February 21st.
Councillors considered the update note to the meeting prepared on 31st January and supported the recommendations:  

1. To hold a public meeting on February 17th to inform and help decide whether to invoke the 6 month delay 
2. Cllr Drury to instruct the parish council solicitor to prepare the letter so the decision on whether to send the letter invoking the delay can be made as late as possible when as much as possible is known about other purchasers.  
3. Cllr Butcher to arrange contacts with Rural Kent who have expertise in managing ACVs. 
4. To continue to maintain close contact through Cllr Bainbridge with Shepherd Neame.  

Resolved
        To approve the commissioning of the parish solicitor to research and prepare the ACV  6 month  moratorium letter should it be required, at a cost of £300-600.  With planning case research to be requested if needed. 

                To approve preparing for and holding a public meeting on the 17th February at the Parish Hall at 
        7pm advertised via Westwell Events, a poster on notice boards and on social media. 

        To make the decision on whether to send the letter at or immediately after that meeting.  

                            






ACTION RB/CD/CB
5. Condition of the retaining wall of The Bungalow at Tutt Hill
Deferred to allow Cllr Wyatt to be present.
6. Cemetery tree work stage 2 – quotes
The clerk has sourced 3 quotes for the tree work required at the cemetery. The Council

considered all 3 quotes carefully and after some discussion the Council decided to instruct GW 

Landscaping to complete the works.
Resolved

The quote from GW Landscaping at a cost of £1100 be approved
ACTION NI 
7. Annual Parish Meeting March 29th arrangements.
The arrangements as advertised in the February edition of the Westwell Eye were agreed. The 
Clerk and Cllr Drury will make the required arrangements to invite the groups and set up an RSVP 
ACTION CD/NI
8. A20 Footway update
The Clerk has informed KCC Highways and an officer will come out to inspect the area and trim 

back the trees. Cllr Bartlett has offered to speak to the Highways Officer directly as an engineer 

may be required for the works on the footway.

ACTION TB/NI
9. Clerk’s Contract  
The Clerk’s amended contract was agreed and signed dated from 01/01/2022.
Resolved

The Council resolved to approve the Clerk’s new contract.
10. Items for next Parish Council meeting
New broadband options 
Date of next meeting     Tuesday 8th March  2022 7pm .
The meeting closed at 17.45pm.
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