Ospringe Parish Council
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 6th February 2019 at the Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane, Ospringe.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm
Present:
A Keel – Chairman
C Elworthy
S Wright  
B Flynn
[bookmark: _Hlk500505118][bookmark: _Hlk500529042]A Greason 

K. Lockwood Clerk
Apologies:
R Simmons
[bookmark: _Hlk531978552]J Dean-Kimili 
H Williams
Cllr A Bowles
Cllr C Prescott
015/19 Dispensations
Cllrs J Dean-Kimili, A Greason, S Wright, H Williams, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept.

As Cllrs A Keel, A Greason and B Flynn are trustees of PFCA and their current dispensations do not extend to discussing matters relating to PFCA and the village hall.
016/19 Public Participation 
There was no formal public participation although Cllr D Simmons arrived at 8 15pm and sat in on the meeting.
017/19 Signing of Minutes
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th January 2019.
018/19 Matters arising
Following the request by Prof Bennett and Mr Towler at the January meeting the Clerk had sent on behalf of the parish council a letter offering support in principle for PFCA’s project to build a village hall for the community. 
Highway Matters:-There are still gullies to be cleared along the Eastling Road although some on Vicarage Lane had been marked with a white arrow. The gullies opposite the stables at the bottom of Bay Hill had flooded twice since the last council meeting and the council considers this to be a hazard.   Some pot holes have been dealt with but there are others that need attention.  The Chairman had tried to contact Garry Gibbs on numerous occasions but had not been able to speak to him.  Action: Chairman to continue to try and contact Garry Gibbs
Porters Lane- parts of the road surface had been re-surfaced with strips and pot holes had been filled.  The bank by David Simmons’ orchard had been resurfaced but not reinforced and the Parish Council is concerned that this will result in another vehicle falling off the bank and into the orchard.

Proposed Brogdale Road Closure: - The Brogdale Road closure order, which was requested to enable the A2 junction improvements and the work to be carried out on that end of the Brogdale Road as part BDW Homes Section 278 planning application as well as work by utility companies, will not be permitted in its original form.  Instead, there will be overnight closures and temporary road width restrictions controlled by traffic lights, as well as the link road through the Perry Court development.  KHS had advised that a link road between the A251 and the Brogdale Road would need to be built and adopted by KCC before it could be used due to safety reasons. There was a short discussion as to whether the link road would be beneficial diverting traffic away from local lanes or whether it would increase traffic in the Parish. The link road is now likely to be the means by which the Brogdale Road/A2 junction improvements and the utility company work will be undertaken.
The parish council would like to be kept in the loop about the situation.

Lighting: - The Chairman had been in contact with Ken Bonner from the lighting maintenance company to discuss whether the price the council pays could be reviewed considering the upgrade to low maintenance lights and the fact that OPC is responsible for fewer lights.  Cllr H Williams was in the process of getting a quote from another lighting contractor.
The Chairman had also instructed Ken Bonner to carry out the work highlighted in the maintenance report save for column L.  
Action:  Chairman to inspect column L to access whether the its condition necessitates repairs.

Playground equipment: - The repairs previously mentioned had not progressed due to bad weather.

GDPR:- the council continues to take an incremental approach to GDPR.  Cllr B Flynn had contacted Hugofox to find out whether it would be possible to have specific email addresses through them but had not received a reply.  Cllr C Elworthy had shared details of the company he uses to obtain a dedicated domain name.
Action: Clerk to contact the company 

Porters Lane & Plumford Lane: -It had not been possible for the Chairman to meet with KHS to discuss measures that could be put in place to discourage large vehicles and other traffic from using the lanes.  This is a work in progress.
It was agreed that OPC would pursue the correction of Plumford Lane which is stated on the Ordnance Survey as Plumford Road.
Action: Clerk to progress

The Garden Village – Cllr C Elworthy had attended a meeting between Gladman developers and FTC.  Nothing has progressed with the scheme although Gladman said that they would be contacting local residents to gain their views.  It was agreed to see whether SBC would take Garden Villages schemes forward in in order to achieve its housing targets and whether the Gladman scheme would be one of those chosen to be progressed.  It would be set as an Agenda item in 3 months’ time.

The Chairman had tried to meet with Cllr Geoff Wade from FTC to discuss a more joined-up approach between FTC and local parish councils to planning and future housing developments in the area, using Faversham Future Forum as a channel but it had not yet been possible to do so.

Cars parked on the Brogdale Road during Christmas event - following complaints the Chairman had set up a meeting with a representative at G W Finn in charge of the Brogdale Traders area to see how traffic management could be improved, but the representative had cancelled it on the instructions of the landowner.  Graham Thomas had provided a document on the number of events permitted at Brogdale Farm, which the Chairman had shared with the rest of the council.  A meeting has been arranged between the GW Finn, Highways Authority, the Police and SBC.  The parish council feels that it would be beneficial if the OPC could attend as residents are concerned about this issue.
Action:  The Chairman to write to Graham Thomas to find out when the meeting will take place.
019/19 PFCA-Village Hall
Parish Council are inquorate for discussing this matter. It will be an Agenda item at the March meeting.

020/19 Parish Councillor Vacancies
Cllr S Wright had tendered his resignation via letter to the Chairman as he is moving out of the area.  The Chairman thanked Cllr S Wright for his contribution to the parish council over the years and wished him well with his relocation.  
There are currently two parish councillor vacancies and the parish council are looking for suitable new recruits.
021/19 Standing Orders/Financial Regulations/Risk Assessment- these continue to be a work in progress.

022/19 Planning 
Planning applications for consideration:

19/500171/TPOA Prior House Painters Forstal Road Ospringe ME13 0DU TPO application to crown reduce one Weeping Beech Tree by 2m to leave an even spread across the whole tree of 13 to 15m, crown lift to 2.1m, crown clean & remove crossing branches, overall thin of epicormic growth.  The parish council comments are as follows: if the tree conservation officer agrees to the proposed work to be carried out on the Weeping Beech tree then the parish council would support the decision. However, we have received complaints that the tree at present overhangs the pathway causing inconvenience to users, and also overhangs the roadway causing high-sided vehicles to move to the other side of the road which represents a highway hazard. For these reasons we would like to ensure that the work on the tree is sufficient so that it results in the tree not overhanging the path or the road in a way to affect either users of the path or the road.

19/500343/FULL 1 Dawsons Row Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8TZ
Change of use of land to residential garden. Two-storey rear extension together with two-storey side extension to form attached garage with first floor studio/hobby room.  The parish council commented as follows: We would be happier with the complementary style if the extension were more subsidiary to the main dwelling. At present, the extension is overly large compared to the existing dwelling and its roof line.  The parish council recognises that the development presents an opportunity to tidy up an unsightly verge.

Planning applications pending:
17/506603/REM Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA. Approval of reserved matters relating to scale, layout, appearance and landscaping for the erection of 310 dwellings, pursuant to conditions 1, 4, 10 and 24 of outline planning permission 15/504264/OUT. Approval of details pursuant to conditions 21, 31 and 34(i) of outline planning permission 15/504264/OUT. Approval sought for residential part of outline scheme only
18/506189/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of Details to Part Discharge Condition 37 (Highways) Subject to 15/504264/OUT

SBC decisions:
18/505805/FULL Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RH.  Replacement of 16no. windows and removal of 2no. high level windows to create new openings for 2no. proposed sash windows. 18no. windows in total.  Permitted.  

18/505500/FULL Scotts Oast Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RW Erection of single storey extension connected to main dwelling by a glazed link as amended by drawings 3222.102 Rev A, 3222.103 Rev A and 3222.104 Rev B. Application.   Permitted

2 Little Kennaways Stalisfield Road Ospringe:- The parish council understands that there has been another appeal made in respect of a previous refusal. 
Action: Clerk to investigate further

Willow Farm: – The Chairman had contacted Graham Thomas about the size of the buildings being constructed after having received complaints.  Graham Thomas had advised that all complaints must be made via the website for investigation by the Enforcement team. 
Action:  Clerk to progress.


023/19 Finance
Payments for Approval:
Chq  No  1405	To the Clerk for expenses (toner )				£29.00
Chq  No  1406	To Ospringe Church for hire of room for OPC meeting		£20.00
Chq  No  1407	To Streetlights Ltd, 4th quarter lighting maintenance contract	£231.78
Chq  No  1408	To A Keel, Chairman’s expenses					£25.00
Payments for Approval -Allotment Account:
Chq  No  0315	To A Keel, Chairman’s allotment expenses			£20.00
Chq  No  0316	To Mr Fix It, for cutting trees and hedges			£90.00

Current Account Receipts-none.
The Clerk reported that SBC had advised of a 3.2% uplift for 2019-20 for carrying out contracted mowing.  The parish council decided to continue to engage SBC to carry out the mowing.

The Clerk reported that SBC had confirmed that OPC would receive the full lighting grant of £1,430 for 2019-20 and the Precept OPC would receive would be £7,500 for 2019-20.

The Clerk circulated a Bank Reconciliation as at 1st January 2019, budget monitoring document showing the variances previously highlighted and a table showing a break down on allotment expenditure up to February 2019.

The council resolved to increase the Clerk’s hourly rate in line with NALC’s agreed new payscales from 1st April 2019 to £9.96 p/h
There was a discussion about the potential for using a projector in the Church room to help the council become more paperless.  This is especially relevant now as from April 2019 SBC will no longer automatically send out planning application plans to parish councils.   SBC will charge parish councils for plans requested on a cost recovery basis.     
Action: Clerk to research projectors and projector screens suitable for use in the church room as well as providing specs on laptops, printer, associated software, and pay as you go dongles.
024/19 Correspondence
The Clerk had circulated a list of email correspondence.
025/19 Parish Clean up/Litterpick
Cllr J had confirmed that she would be happy to organise the Clean up.  The Council agreed to set the date of 23rd March 2019.
Action: Clerk to write to Vikki Sedgwick and inform her of the date and that the council hopes to include a clean up of the allotments. 
026/19 Members’ reports – none.

027/19 Any other business
The parish council wondered whether there had been an update on the situation at The Retreat and at Horseshoe Farm with regard to G and T issues.
Action: Chairman to write to Graham Thomas to get an update

There is concern about the excessive mud on the stretch of the Brogdale Road near the entrance of the Perry Court construction site.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Action: Clerk to write to Natasha Gothard to find out if she is able to provide information on how the mud on the road is being dealt with.

Land along Eastling Road had been bought by Mary Pout. Significant clearance of the land has already taken place.

The parish council has been made aware that Cllr C Prescott is to retire at the next election in May.  
Action: The Chairman to write to Cllr C Prescott thanking him for his support over the years.

The meeting ended at 9.16 pm.  Next meeting: 13th March 2019 
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