Press Release HS2 & Shropshire Council
Since 2017, Woore Parish has received continuous local press coverage regarding the HS2 Project and the use of the A51, as well as the A525 for the HGV lorry routes that will service the multiple HS2 worksites in Madeley, Staffordshire. 
HS2 Ltd’s proposals will result in approximately 120,000 lorry movements over a minimum period of seven years. This will cause major disruption on the approaches to/from Woore village, which will not be adequately mitigated by HS2 Ltd’s proposed modifications to both roads. 
Traffic calming measures installed in Woore in the 1990s will also be ripped out, with HS2 Ltd proposing major reconstruction at the staggered junction of the A51/A525 in the centre of the village, despite the company originally stating that only ‘street furniture’ needed to be removed. 
HS2 Ltd is also proposing to construct eight passing/holding Bays on the A525 for use by its HGVs, which will result in ancient and mature hedgerows being ripped out and replaced with post and rail fencing. HS2 Ltd is also serving Compulsory Purchase Orders on local landowners, who’s properties border the A525, to facilitate these works.
Woore Parish Council petitioned against the Phase 2a hybrid Bill in 2018 and secured some Undertakings & Assurances (U&As) from HS2 Ltd to implement various mitigation measures. Although Woore Parish Council does not consider these to be sufficient to ensure the health, safety and wellbeing of the residents of the Parish, it is continuing the dialogue with HS2 Ltd with the objective of trying to reduce the impacts on local people.
Shropshire Council has given assurances that it would support the people of Woore Parish and be fully transparent on matters appertaining to its dealings with HS2 Ltd. Sadly, this has not been the case over the last six years and Woore Parish Council feels badly let down and abandoned by its unitary authority.
As the Local Highway Authority, Shropshire Council has a statutory duty and has been able to attend bi‑monthly HS2 Phase 2a Planning Forum meetings since 2017, and Transport Sub-Group meetings from 2019. However, although HS2 construction traffic will travel through Shropshire to access HS2 worksites that are located in Staffordshire, Shropshire Council has abdicated its responsibilities since July 2021 and has failed to attend these important meetings on multiple occasions. 
To get its views across regarding HS2 Ltd’s Schedule 17 lorry route applications for the A51 and A525, Woore Parish Council has tried to acquire the relevant documentation from both Shropshire Council and subsequently Staffordshire County Council. Shropshire Council was unhelpful and, although Staffordshire County Council eventually provided the information, it was unwilling to receive a formal response from any parish council, including Woore.
Despite this, Woore Parish Council has not been deterred and has provided informal comments to Staffordshire County Council seeking further mitigation measures to be applied to the A51 and A525 via the Schedule 17 approval process.
Following the announcement by the Government of a two year delay to the HS2 Phase 2a project on 9th March 2023, Woore Parish Council has now learnt that the Early Civils Work 2 contract with Kier Construction will be allowed to continue, regardless of the ultimate fate of Phase 2a. 
This is totally unacceptable, and Woore Parish Council calls for all physical Phase 2a construction works to be halted with immediate effect.  
