










Wolsingham Parish Council

The Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 require the Responsible Financial Officer to certify the Annual Governance and Accountability Return before 
being presented to the authority for approval. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return we received to audit was not certified by the RFO at Section 2 
before authority approval. In 2023/24 the Council needs to put in place arrangements to ensure that it can meet its financial reporting responsibilities.

The Council has not corrected the following errors at Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return so the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices: 

A. The restatement from income and expenditure to receipts and payments to ensure prior year comparators were on the same basis as 2022/23 was done 
incorrectly and the 2022/23 column did not add up at Box 7. The impact of the restatement had been understated by £210; and

B. The restatement was done by amending 2021/22 Box 1 by the net impact rather than correctly adjusting boxes 3 and 6 for the net impact of opening and 
closing debtors and creditors.

In 2023/24 the Council should ensure that the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is prepared in accordance with proper practices.

28 September 2023

In undertaking the review of the 2022/23 Annual Governance and Accountability Return it came to our attention that in 2023 the Council 
has not met the requirements of the 2015 Accounts and Audit Regulations to provide electors with a period of 30 working days including 
the first 10 working days of July, to inspect the accounts. The Council should ensure that in 2023/24 they comply with the Regulations and 
respond no to the relevant assertion in its Annual Governance Statement as the assertion is retrospective and refers to compliance during 
the relevant financial year rather than in respect of it.
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