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Parish Council Report                            

Moulsford Events                    Dave Reynolds 

Back to normality – hopefully! 

What a year!  

I know many, like myself, are yearning to get back to ‘normality’ where we can meet with friends in our beautiful 
village.  

 

Government guidelines at the moment are subject to change.... but your Events Committee are gearing up to 
arranging an exciting series of events to allow us all to enjoy our freedom after the lockdown is relaxed. 

 

Current government advice suggests that we shall be able to commence events with greater than 30 people from 
the 21st June and this is currently the date we are working to - with commencement of the Friday night socials from 
the 25th June. If this advice changes then we shall certainly start our weekly Friday night socials before this date. 
We plan to hold our weekly Friday Night Socials until the end of September. 

 

Coincidentally, the relaxation of lockdown comes just after the start of the Euro 2021 football competition and this 
means that our ‘opening night’ is likely to be  on Tuesday 22nd June when England are due to play the Czech 
Republic – please do keep this date in your diary as this promises to be a really fun night. We shall arrange further 
‘socials’ for the remaining games. 

 

Looking forward, the Events Team are working hard to make preparations for the summer and autumn months 
with a number of special events being planned including a camping evening – more updates to come in 
forthcoming issues of Moulsford News. 

 

After such a tough year it will be great to get together once again. If you would like to join the Events Committee 
and assist in the organisation of fun activities for the village please do not hesitate to contact me at 
reynolds743@btinternet.com. 

Spring is officially here and, although the COVID-19 pandemic continues to dominate our attention, the planned 
relaxation of the lockdown rules and the return of warmer weather allows some room for optimism. At the time of 
writing the sun is shining, gardens are re-awakening and the wildlife is abundant. The Thames is always interesting 
in spring and it was thrilling to hear reports that two otters have been seen on the Moulsford stretch in the vicinity 
of the Beetle and Wedge. As this was in the middle of the day these elusive creatures 
maybe feeling more at home! 
 
The PC are pleased to see that improvements we requested have just been made to the 
Thames Path with the replacement of the two wooden bridges within the wooded 
section of the path to the south of Moulsford. We are now investigating what can be 
done to improve the conditions underfoot within the wooded area. This is a challenge 
as the problems are largely to do with exposed tree roots and water courses draining 
across the path that are a result of the high water table levels we have been 
experiencing. Wellies or walking boots are recommended until it dries out naturally! 
 

mailto:reynolds743@btinternet.com
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From the Vicar                          Andrew Petit 

The good news continues! The new sewage treatment plant in Underhill is installed. This has been a very long saga 
but we have almost got there. Commissioning of the new plant will take a couple of months as it becomes 
operational and builds up its effectiveness. All those who have past experience of the ground water flooding issues 
will be extremely relieved. 
 
We understand that the Beetle and Wedge Boathouse plans to re-open on 12th April and will be following Covid-
safe guidance by serving customers using undercover arrangements outdoors. They have had a really difficult time 
since Ben took ownership one year ago and we wish them well. An interesting development is the discussion 
underway to reinstate the Ferry between Moulsford and South Stoke. The B&W Boathouse have the rights to 
operate the ferry and, following discussions with the Environment Agency, they are looking at operations this year. 
The Boathouse are in consultation with the PC and we will share details with the village once these are known. In 
the meantime, if anyone has concerns regarding the reinstatement of the ferry please do get in touch via the Parish 
Clerk on parishclerk@moulsford-pc.org.uk . 
 
There are many people that deserve recognition for their efforts during the Covid-19 pandemic and we would like 
to mention our Pavilion Management Committee. Every time the lockdown rules have changed the committee, 
under Nigel Mansford’s Chairmanship, have had to examine the guidance, interpret what this means for 
Community Halls and take the actions required to comply. It has been an essential, frustrating and largely unseen 
effort for which we are extremely grateful. 
 
Please stay safe and let’s hope for better times soon  
 
Happy Easter  

My Dear Friends, 

It is now a full year since lockdown started and 12 months ago, I don’t suppose any of us foresaw that we would 
still be living in lockdown well into 2021.  But at least now there is a bit of light on the horizon with the tremendous 
efforts being made in rolling out vaccinations and the real hope of us being able to return to something like normal 
life in the next few months. 

In some ways it feels like our situation is reflected in Holy Saturday – the day between Good Friday and Easter.  We 
are in that “in between time” with the worst of the pandemic behind us but still waiting for the joy of Easter with 
its hope of resurrection and new life.   Of course, on that first Holy Saturday, Jesus’ disciples believed that all their 
hopes had been dashed with the terrible death of their dearest friend and Saviour the day before.   Even though 
Jesus had told them on many occasions that he would be arrested, tried and crucified but that on the third day he 
would rise again, it seems the disciples had been simply unable to take it in.   And so, when they were faced with 
the awful reality of the crucifixion of Jesus, their hopes and their faith crumbled. 

All that would change the next day when they were brought face to face with the even more momentous reality of 
the risen Lord Jesus.   They could scarcely believe it – at first, they thought he must be a ghost.   But as they 
embraced him and conversed with him and even shared food with him, not only on that first Easter day, but on 
many occasions in the following weeks, even the most sceptical amongst them were utterly convinced.   So much 
so, that these ordinary men were willing to face imprisonment, torture and death rather than deny what they knew 
beyond all doubt to be true – that somehow Jesus had conquered death and was alive. 

So really, we are not living through Holy Saturday but in the continuing reality of Easter itself, where Jesus 
continues to be as alive as he ever was.   It maybe that you are like “doubting Thomas”, who wasn’t present when 
Jesus first appeared to the disciples and who famously said “‘Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my 
finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.’  The following week Thomas had the 
opportunity to do just that, when Jesus appeared to the disciples again and this time Thomas was with them.   As a 
result, he fell at Jesus’ feet and said to him “My Lord and my God”. 

None of us can see the risen Jesus face to face, but we do have the sworn testimony not only those first disciples 
but of hundreds of millions of Christians down through the ages and in our present time who have experienced the 

https://email.ionos.co.uk/appsuite/?tl=y
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Church Services April 2021 

love and peace and transforming power of the risen Lord Jesus. 

Ultimately it is this that gives us real hope whatever the circumstances and whatever challenges we face.   So do 
take the opportunity again this Easter to reflect on what happened at that first Easter nearly 2000 years ago.   You 
may even like to attend one of our services whether in church or online or join us in watching the Riding Lights 
lockdown passion play, Breaking Day (details below). 

Meanwhile, I wish you a very Happy Easter. 

With warmest regards, 

 

 

Andrew Petit, Vicar of Moulsford        andrewpetit@virginmedia.com     Tel: 01491 651216 

 1st April Maundy Thursday 8.00pm Communal viewing 
online of the Riding Lights pas-
sion play: Breaking Day 

For further details and ticket info, 
please see below 

 2nd April Good Friday 2.00pm  “The hour of the cross”   
                (by Zoom) 

The Great Hall, 

Cholsey Meadows 

Church 

 4th April Easter Day 9.30am  All age Celebration 

               with Communion 

Church 

11th April 2nd Sunday of Easter 9.30am  Parish Communion  
               Faith explored 

Church 

  

18th April 3rd Sunday of Easter 9.30am  Parish Communion Church 

25th April 4th Sunday of Easter 9.30am  Morning Praise Church 

 2nd May 5th Sunday of Easter 9.30am  Parish Communion Church 

For those who cannot attend church services in person, there will continue to be services broadcast by Zoom at 
9.45am each Sunday.   For details of how to attend these services online (and the “Hour of the Cross” on Good 

Friday) please contact the Vicar, andrewpetit@virginmedia.com 

As day begins to break on Good Friday, the occupying Governor’s 
tenuous grip on authority is slipping. It’s festival time in Jerusalem but 
his wife is plagued with disturbing dreams. Amid the demands of the 
Sanhedrin and the murderous cries of the mob, the lines between 
personal and political in Pilate’s house start to blur.  The teacher at 
the centre of it all remains silent. 

Confused by the hopes and fears of her people, a Jewish servant in the Praetorium clearly knows more than she 
should. Pilate wrestles with a quandary of his own devising, while outside momentum is gathering – the power of 
the Capitol in tension with the will of the people. 

With stark intimacy, Breaking Day casts a surprising light on the death of Jesus from inside the Governor’s 
household, immersing us in the decisions that led to crucifixion. 

Filmed remotely in an innovative lockdown style, Breaking Day is a virtual passion play for Easter 2021. 

Book tickets to watch at home (£10 per household): https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/booking/select/lUKfEoJBTNhs 

mailto:andrewpetit@virginmedia.com
mailto:andrewpetit@virginmedia.com
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/booking/select/lUKfEoJBTNhs


 

 

Monthly Coffee Shop        Gail Slinger 

The next Village Coffee is on Wednesday 14th April 2021 via Zoom from 11am to 12 noon, so put 
on your kettles and have a great cup of coffee/tea with a well deserved treat and a good catch up 
chat.  

Just send me your email address so I can reply with the Zoom link—gailslinger2601@gmail.com 

 

This month is Easter Time so don't forget to have a Hot Cross Bun and something 
chocolatey, perhaps an egg or two.  

 

Keeping our Fingers crossed for 2021 when we can meet again in the Pavilion. 

Future Dates 

14th April 
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Update on progress of Giga-voucher scheme for Moulsford        Andrew Harris 

Thank you to everyone who contacted me about the scheme and I apologise for not up-dating you earlier. 

After some initial optimistic progress, when we registered our application via the Openreach Community Fibre 
Partnerships and had it acknowledged, we have had a couple of setbacks. 

Firstly we have been advised that the UK government has now withdrawn the Giga-voucher scheme in its current 
format and that a new funding format will apply from May 2021.  I was told in January, on what I thought was good 
authority, that this change in funding approach would not affect the criteria under which Moulsford’s application 
would be considered. 

Unfortunately this information turned out to be incorrect and I am now led to believe that our chances of being 
included in the re-cast Giga-voucher scheme are remote.  

Secondly, I had also had some difficulty in progressing our application to the next stage via Openreach’s website 
which took some time to resolve. We should now receive “ball park” infrastructure costs in the next 2-3 weeks. 

However it is not all doom and gloom. Alert villagers will have noticed that a new cabinet has appeared at the end 
of Glebe Close supplied by another telecoms company, Airband.  The reason for this is related to the company 
putting in infrastructure for installing fibre under a different arrangement to properties in postcodes OX10 9HP, 
OX10 9JR and OX10 9JT. 

We believe in principle that once these properties have fibre installed that extending the Airband network 
throughout the village should be feasible but as of yet I have no details on how this might be funded. However it 
does seem that Airband is now the more hopeful option. 

As soon as I have more details I will publish them.   

Oxford University Hospitals update    Janet Knowles 

A resume of the latest news about Covid and health innovations received from Oxford University Hospital (OUH).  
 
Hospital news: The number of new Covid-19 cases admitted to Oxford hospitals are falling steadily due to the good 
up-take of vaccinations with over 7,000+ people have received their 2nd dose. It is anticipated that after Easter 40-
49 year age group old will begin receiving vaccinations. 
Emergency Departments: Building work to improve facilities at OUH and the Horton Hospital in Banbury have been 
completed giving additional, up-graded assessment facilities and private family rooms. 
Out Patient Appointments: On 3rd March the OUH Trust launched its new on line facilities for patients to see 
details of their Out Patient appointments, reducing costs and environmental impact.  
Research has shown that the common drug Budesonide used in the treatment for asthma patients reduces 
recovery time if given within 7 days of the onset of Covid symptoms, reducing the number of hospital admissions 

mailto:gailslinger2601@gmail.com
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and disease severity.  

Resumption of hospital visiting: Now that levels of COVID-19 in our local community and in our hospitals are 
dropping,  as from Monday 22 March visiting will be resumed. 
The ‘Rule of One’ for our inpatients – one visitor, for one hour, per day, per patient will be reintroduced. 
As previously, any visitors will need to book the slot in advance with ward staff. 
Exceptions to this include: 
• Maternity patients – one birth partner only for labour and birth; ‘Rule of One’ visiting for other maternity 

inpatients; and one partner permitted for 12 week and 20 week scan appointments, fetal medicine 
appointments, and breech clinic appointments 

• Children (up to and including the age of 17 years old) – one parent or guardian for as long as required, but no 
siblings 

• Patients in exceptional circumstances – patients with mental health support needs, patients with learning 
disabilities, patients with communication support needs, patients who do not speak English as their first 
language, patients who require carers, and patients who are sadly at the end of their life. 

 
Visitors are not permitted in our Emergency Departments, Emergency Assessment Units, and in outpatient 
departments unless there are exceptional circumstances. 
 
All visitors are required to wear face/masks coverings while in the hospital buildings and adhere to guidance 
around hand hygiene and social distancing. 

Life at Greenlands Farm       John Beacroft 

I thought it is now time to fill you in with life on the farm at the moment. 

A small amount of snow saw the local children out on the slope along badger Bank. Children's peals of laughter is 
always good for the soul, giving families a break from all the restrictions imposed upon us. 

Fields will soon be getting ready for the spring planting, where this year we are planting Spring Barley, for malting 
and peas, which will be used as seed for next years vining. We will have to see how it goes as it was an absolute 
disaster last harvest. Let’s hope a different variety does better. 

Our stewardship year starts the middle of March. We will be preparing ground over the next few months for the 
overwinter wild bird seed. The wild flower / ground nesting areas will now start to push forward and hopefully have 
some lovely colours along our strips. 

Coming on from that, I must ask people NOT to venture off the footpaths. Over the winter it has not mattered. So 
please do not walk around field boundaries, especially along the roadsides. Keep dogs under control at all times. 
Perhaps if you see others you could advise them as I know many are not from our locality. 

My daughters are very excited in having their Glamping running to schedule and already are taking bookings. Just 

hope we have another lovely summer without the restrictions. 

 

A bit of fun. 

A teacher asked her class, ”What do you want out of life?” A little girl in the back row raised her hand and said “All I 
want are four little animals. Just like my Mum always says”. The teacher asked. “Really and what four little animals 
would that be?” The little girl replied, “A mink for my back, a Jaguar in the garage, a tiger in the bed and a Jackass 
to pay for it all”. 

 

Keep safe, enjoy your walks. 
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FREE TESCO BUS 
SERVICE 

 

 

The T3 service runs on 
Thursdays and departs from the end of Underhill/main road 
bus stop at 9.20am.  It then picks up at the Recreation 
Ground bus stop at 9.22am and after routing through the 
villages of East Hagbourne, Blewbury, Cholsey and South 
Moreton arrives at Tesco at 10.10am.   
 

The return service departs Tesco at 12 noon returning to 
Moulsford at approximately 12.45pm.  

Moulsford Pavilion Hire Rates 
 

The Pavilion is the ideal place to hire for your event and 
can accommodate a range of different activities. Standard 

hire rates as follows: 

Discounted rates are available for regular weekday evening 
bookings (Monday-Thursday). Special rates apply to 
weddings.  The full list of rates can be obtained from the 
Bookings Secretary or can be seen on the Pavilion notice 
board. 

 

To book call Karen Gilmore, Pavilion Bookings Secretary 

07707 068151 or email 

moulsfordbookings@gmail.com  

Hire Fees 
 

Mon-Fri:  
Hourly fee 
up to 6pm 

Mon-Fri:  
Hourly fee  
after 6pm 

Weekend  
Hourly fee:  
Anytime 

Village  

residents 
£13 £15 £15 

Non-
residents/ 
Commercial  

£16 £20 £20 

Moulsford Parish Council Meeting 

Weds 14th April 

7.30pm via Zoom video call 

Please contact parishclerk@moulsford-pc.org.uk for 
joining details should you wish to attend. 

Keep in touch! 
If you’re planning local events, doing 
something for charity, or simply have 

something to say, Moulsford News wants to 
hear from you.  

You can reach the editor, Paul Holmes by 
email:  

moulsfordnews@moulsford-pc.org.uk 

For advertising contact Emma Reynolds at:   
reynolds743@btinternet.com 

 

Deadline for May edition  

Weds 21st April 2021 

MANURE 
 

Please help yourself to manure in our horses 
field behind the children's playground.  The 
gate is unlocked but please no cars or 
dogs.   Main pile by stables and other piles 
along the footpath. 

mailto:moulsfordbookings@gmail.com
mailto:parishclerk@moulsford-pc.org.uk
mailto:moulsfordnews@moulsford-pc.org.uk
mailto:reynolds743@btinternet.com
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Planning Applications & Decisions 

Moulsford News and Planning deadlines invariably mean that the planning information above is out of date by the 
time of reading. For a current view of planning, please visit the online planning portal 
here: http://www.moulsford-pc.org.uk/community/moulsford-15214/planning-tracker/ 

P21/S0922/DIS Moulsford 
Preparatory School, 
Moulsford, OX10 9HR. 

Discharge of Condition 11 (Green Travel Plans) on planning 
application P20/S4643/FUL  

For information only. 

P21/S0902/DIS 
Greenlands Farm, Cow 
Lane, Moulsford, OX10 
9JT.  

Discharge of conditions 4 (Wildlife Protection), 6 (Tree 
Protection), 8 (Cow Lane improvements), 9 (Car Parking 
Facilities) & 10 (Cycle Parking Facilities) in application 
P19/S2768/FUL. Creation of Rolling Fields Glamping Site. 

For information only. 

P21/S0686/AG Breach 
Park Farm Halfpenny Lane 
Cholsey OX10 9JN  

Portal frame barn for the storage of animal feed and bedding 
and storage of agricultural implements. 

For information only. 

P20/S4706/FUL Land 
adjacent to Sewage Works 
between Goring and 
South Stoke, RG8 0JA. 

Development and operation of a Transitional Hybrid Energy 
Project and associated infrastructure including access (2021-
03-02 Amended Plans to extend red line, include additional 
landscaping and landscape details and temporary 
construction compound). 

MPC Object.  

SODC Considering. 

P20/S4643/FUL Moulsford 
Preparatory School, 
Moulsford, OX10 9HR  

Variation of conditions- 2 (Approved plans), 7 (New vehicular 
access), 8 (Vision splay details), 12 (Off-site highway works) 
& 9 (Turning Area & Car Parking) on application 
P20/S0173/FUL. (As amplified by plans received on 10 
February 2021). Proposed erection of building for pre-
preparatory school with associated outside teaching space, 

access, drop off and collection area, and landscaping 

MPC No strong views. 

SODC Approved. 

P20/S4418/FUL Cranford 
House School, Moulsford, 
OX10 9HT  

Temporary planning permission for 9 floodlights, until 30th 
April 2021 (As amended by revised layout and type of 
lighting accompanying email from agent received 4 
December 2020 and amplified by lighting report received 15 
March 2021)  

MPC Object.  

SODC Considering.  

http://www.moulsford-pc.org.uk/community/moulsford-15214/planning-tracker/
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CHAUCERS 
picture framing  

High quality framing at realistic prices. 

 

Huge selection of frames & mounts. 

 

Conservation materials &  

speciality glass. 

Restoration & cleaning.  

 

Free quotes & guidance, no obligation 

 

01491 652984 

 

Web: chaucersframing.co.uk 

Email: sallie@chaucersframing.co.uk 
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DIDCOT CALOR & PAVING 

CENTRE 

RICH’S SIDINGS, LOWER BROADWAY,          

DIDCOT, OX11 8AG 

 

TEL: 01235 814186 

Email: sales@didcotcalor.co.uk 

OPEN MON – FRI 8.30am – 5pm, SAT 9am-4pm 

BRADSTONE, NATURAL PAVING &  

STONEMARKET STOCKISTS SPECIALISING IN 

NATURAL SANDSTONE & LIMESTONE, GRANITE & 

PORCELAIN PAVING SLABS 

SAND - BALLAST - SHINGLE (bulk load available)                         

COBBLES - DECORATIVE CHIPPINGS 

 

PRE PACKED COAL & SMOKELESS FUEL - LOGS & 

KINDLING - ROCK SALT - SALT FOR DISHWASHERS & 

WATER SOFTENERS 

 

DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL GASES - 

HELIUM FOR PARTY BALLOONS 

 

GRANGE FENCE PANELS 

mailto:sales@didcotcalor.co.uk
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• Tree Felling  
• Stump grinding  
• Pollarding 
• Deadwood & ivy removal  
• Crown reductions  
• Hedge Management & planting  
• Reshaping & thinning  
• Fruit tree pruning  
• Tree Planting & supply  
• Onsite tree milling  
• Tree surveying & reports  
• Bird,bat & owl boxes supplied & installed  
• Mulch supplied for trees & borders 
• Kiln dried logs supplied £75 per bulk builders bag  

 

Contact : 07885552014  

Office: 01491 652146  

Email: PWGTreeSurgery@gmail.com  

 

JANE VALLINGS 
DOG WALKER 

Located in Aston Upthorpe and offering dog walking 
services within a 4 mile radius.  With a love of dogs, 
years of experience, fully insured and qualified in 
pet first aid. 

Please get in touch: info@janevallings.com or 
07885 529520. 

mailto:info@janevallings.com
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C & G MOTORS  
Unit 1 Westfield Farm, Westfield Road 

CHOLSEY OX10 9LS 

Tel: 01491 652971 

Mobile: 07921 778943 
 

 

ALL MAKES SERVICED & REPAIRED 

Routine Servicing 

Diagnostics 

MOT pre-inspection & rectifications 

MOTs—£40 

Air Conditioning regasing 

Tyres & Tracking 

Exhausts 

Welding 

Breakdown Recovery 

Free Local Collection & Delivery 

 

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES 

www.fullcircletravel.co.uk 

T: 01491 833227 

E: holiday@fullcircletravel.com 

 
Here to help you find and book the perfect holiday…  

Arranging a holiday can be very frustrating and challenging. But with Full Circle Travel, it doesn't need to be. 

• We are a local, independent travel agent with mature, professional and well-travelled consultants. 

• You do not pay more for our service but get a lot more than booking direct. 

• You can book with your favourite tour operator but book locally. 

• We are ABTA and AITO members and ensure your money is safe in an uncertain world. 

• We listen, we care and are passionate about finding you the perfect holiday. 

• Search ‘Full Circle Travel’ at www.trustpilot.co.uk to read what our clients say about us. 

A selection of operators you can book with us at no extra cost to booking directly:  Club Med  -  Cox and Kings  -  Abercrombie and Kent  -  
Mark Warner  -  Audley Travel  -  Explore  -  The Adventure Travel Company  Royal Caribbean  -  Carrier  -  Western & Oriental  -  If Only  -  
Beachcomber  -  Exodus  -  Kuoni  -  Viking River Cruises  -  Seabourn , Riveria Travel  -   
Silversea  -  Regent Seven Seas  -  Classic Collection  -  Prestige Holidays—plus many more  
 

Full Circle Travel, 59 St Marys Street, Wallingford, OX10 0EL 

 



 

 

 
 

TOM BOSHER  

GARDEN SERVICES 

 
 

Garden maintenance 

Lawn Care 

Grass and Hedge cutting 

Pruning and Planting 

Garden Clearance 

 

07899912442 

tomabosher@gmail.com 

Moulsford Parish Council                                                                                             

http://www.moulsford-pc.org.uk  

Name Address Phone E-mail 

Andrew Bryan 
(Chair) 

Beetle and Wedge House, Ferry 
Lane 

01491 651912 abryan@moulsford-pc.org.uk 

Sarah Elvy  37 Underhill 01491 651668 selvy@moulsford-pc.org.uk 

Joanne Baker 2 Willow Cottages, Willow Court 
Lane 

01491 652793 jbaker@moulsford-pc.org.uk 

Ben Partridge 22 Underhill 07828 902947  bpartridge@moulsford-pc.org.uk  

Bernadette Sachse 4 Valley Close, Goring on 
Thames, RG8 0AN 

07812 601975 bsachse@moulsford-pc.org.uk 

Geoff Twibell 
(Parish Clerk) 

Greenhill Cottage 01491 282979 parishclerk@moulsford-pc.org.uk 

South Oxfordshire District Councillors  

Anne-Marie  

Simpson  

Mallards, Moulsford,  

Wallingford, Oxfordshire.  OX10 

01491 651298  Anne-Marie.Simpson@southoxon.gov.uk  

Jane Murphy Corner Cottage, High Street, 
South Moreton, Didcot.  OX11 
9AD  

07970 932054 jane.murphy@southoxon.gov.uk 

Oxfordshire County Councillor 

Mark Gray 5 Little Lane, Cholsey, OX10 9LX 01491 651333 limasheepdog@yahoo.com 

Contact your council 

 

 

 

BABYSITTING 

Reliable and enthusiastic teenagers  available.  

Tom, Ella and Jake Beardmore-Gray. 

One of them is sure to be free! 

Mobile: 07710 325604  
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