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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Virtual Meeting of the Parish Council

         Held on Monday 6th July 2020 at 7.00pm on Zoom Pro
1. Open Forum                                     

One member of the public was present.

Planning application 20/00809/AS.  A number of concerns were expressed regarding the proposals:  The location plan is not up to date, as it does not show the extension or proximity of the garage to the boundary.  The current single storey extension is only 0.5m from the boundary fence.  The proposed 2-storey extension will be 6m in height, ie 4m higher than the boundary fence, and will block the light to north-facing rooms of neighbouring properties.  The balcony will overlook neighbouring gardens giving rise to proximity issues and an adverse impact on amenity.  The existing garage has a flat roof but the proposed will have a hipped roof.  The garage is single-skinned but it is not known if the foundations will support the second storey; some details are missing from the application.
The Chairman advised that the Parish Council will be submitting comments on the application, with reasons.  

Cllr Mrs Wyatt noted that the previous garage had been turned into a room but the Parish Council cannot speculate as to possible future use.  
2. Present and Apologies
Cllr Mrs Drury (Chairman), Cllr Bainbridge (Vice-chairman), Cllr Mrs Wyatt, Cllr Ms Farrington, Cllr Mrs Richards, Cllrs Bartlett, Butcher, Hutchinson and Lister, and Mrs S Wood (Clerk).   Cllr Krause (ward member) attended.  
3. Declaration of Interests 

Cllr Bartlett:  Item 13 (Voluntary Declaration as Chairman of the Sandyhurst Lane Residents’ Association)
4. Borough Councillor’s report
Cllr Krause reported that the Borough Council is working virtually using Microsoft Teams, including meetings of the Cabinet and Planning Committee.  Following a review by the Selection and Constitutional Review Committee the Planning Committee is being reduced in size and there is to be a redistribution of Committee roles.  Cllr Krause advised he is Chairman of the Audit Committee and is a member of the Selection and Constitutional Review Committee.  Although no longer on the Planning Committee Cllr Krause stated that he can still call in applications and his role on other Committees is unchanged.  The Planning Committee now comprises 14 councillors.  Cllr Clarkson is no longer on the Planning Committee and Cllr Shorter is now the Executive Officer on this Committee.
The Chairman asked what schemes are being put on hold because of the coronavirus pandemic.  Cllr Krause replied that the budget is under review and will be discussed at the next meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  He noted that central government has promised more money for local government.  
The Chairman asked that the Parish Council be kept informed of any changes in the budget and be notified of the date of the Planning Committee meeting at which planning application 20/00217/AS [Bridgewood Farm, Watery Lane] is to be discussed.

In answer to a question from Cllr Bartlett, Cllr Krause stated that there are funds remaining in his ward member grant.
5. Minutes and Matters Arising

5.1   Minutes of 4th May and 11th June 2020
Resolved:

That that the Minutes of the meetings of Westwell Parish Council held on 4th May and 11th June 2020 be approved and confirmed as true records.
5.2   Matters Arising 
5.2.1 Matters Arising of 4th May 2020

There were no Matters Arising.
5.2.2  Matters Arising of 11th June 2020

Correspondence from the Sandyhurst Lane Residents’ Association [SLRA] re spray drift:  Cllr Mrs Richards advised that unless photographic proof or a diary of the incidents is available it cannot be taken to the Environment Agency.  The Chairman and Cllr Ms Farrington stressed the need to keep a record, eg photos or videos on a mobile phone, and a log. Cllr Bartlett recommended that neighbours should be asked to record occurrences. The Clerk will reply to the SLRA, with the Parish Council’s recommendations.               ACTION  SW                                           

Overgrown hedging in Sandyhurst Lane:  Cllr Bartlett advised that the SLRA is looking at the scale of the problem in the lane, and that any approach may be more acceptable if it came from the Residents’ Association.
6. Planning matters
6.1  Planning applications received
20/00002/EIA/AS  Request for a Scoping Opinion on behalf of Quadrant Eureka LLP - Proposed development of between 400-600 dwellings, a retirement village and a five-hectare business park on land at Eureka Park, Ashford 
The Chairman advised that this is a notification of the Borough Council’s decision to the request for a Scoping Opinion of the required Environmental Impact Assessment [EIA].  Some information is in the public domain, including  vehicular access on to Sandyhurst Lane for 150 homes, contrary to the Local Plan for this site [S20] which is for cycle and pedestrian access only.  KCC Highways has indicated that vehicular access has not been agreed. The Chairman stated that she has written to the author of the Scoping Report pointing out that the drawing contains an error.  A reply has been received noting that this is being reviewed, offering a meeting with parish councillors and an online consultation with residents.  Participation would be an opportunity to raise key issues, including the recreational and traffic impacts given that the application is much larger than the allocation in the Local Plan.  It would be made clear that this is a fact-finding meeting and not an endorsement.   The Clerk advised that there is a precedent, the Parish Council having held a similar meeting for a renewable energy unit in Charing [10/01492/AS].  Cllr Butcher noted that the application is not compliant with the Local Plan and asked if the applicant could change the Local Plan.  The Chairman replied that they could not but this is a long-term phased application.  The meeting was welcomed given that more information is needed but will be a fact-finding exercise; engagement will encourage the developer to be aware of concerns.  The Clerk to write accepting the offer of a meeting.                                               ACTION  SW
The Chairman noted that Boughton Aluph and Eastwell Parish Council should be kept informed and Cllr Bartlett stressed the need to involve Kennington Community Council.
6.2  Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda  
20/00809/AS  5 Leda Cottages, Maidstone Road, Westwell
Construction of Games Room over Existing Garage

It was noted that the plans are not up to date.  The proposal is very close to the neighbour’s fence and will be more than double the height of the existing building .  It will overlook existing properties, leading to a loss of privacy.  The proposal will block the morning light throughout the year.  It was thought that a 2-storey extension to an existing standalone building is different from a 2-storey extension to a house.  The need for additional accommodation could be met by enlarging the garage footprint.  The Parish Council can only comment on the existing application but could comment that the Parish Council does not object to the principle of a games room but only the proposal.   The lack of detail re the foundations would be for Building Regulations.  An objection should be made to the balcony because of the overlooking.
It was proposed that the Parish Council objects to the application for the reasons given, and a comment that there is no objection to the principle of a games room but building on top of the garage is not acceptable.

Resolved:

That the Parish Council objects to the application by virtue of its height, proximity to the boundary, overlooking and loss of neighbours’ amenity.  The Parish Council does not object to the principle of a Games Room but the current proposal is unacceptable.                                                                                        ACTION  SW
6.3  Other planning matters
Progress on current applications

6.3.1  20/00217/AS  Bridgewood Farm, Watery Lane, Westwell  The date of the Planning Committee meeting is awaited.
6.3.2  19/01322/AS  Tutt Hill Farm, Westwell Lane, Westwell  Conversations between both parties have taken place re the access.  It was noted that if this is moved to the farm gate a new planning application will be required.
7. Financial report

7.1  Progress against Budget to date    The Excel file has been circulated for information.  The grounds maintenance payments are for work in the cemetery and at the hall.  It was noted that the garden to the front of the hall looks untidy; the Chairman stated that work has been carried out to cut back prickly shrubs but the path is somewhat overgrown.  Other plants that give rise to allergies have also been removed and it was acknowledged that some improvement is needed, particularly given increasing hall use (pre the coronavirus lockdown).  It was felt that the site limits what can be grown there.  The Chairman of the Hall Committee will discuss plans for replacement planting with the gardener.                                                                         ACTION  CB

It was noted that there is no direct oversight of the work.  Much of the work undertaken is necessary but not noticed, eg clearing gutters and moving the compost heap.  The planters need attention when the hall reopens.  The expressed need for colourful planting will be met when the rowans are in berry.  It was noted that the Hall Committee is looking at improving the planting and bulbs were suggested.
Hall hire rates have been increased but if the garden is improved and looks more inviting, hirers may be willing to pay more.  The Chairman suggested that a garden designer be co-opted if necessary and proposed a playing field clean-up day.

7.2  Payments in accordance with the Budget
Resolved: 

That the following payments be agreed in accordance with the Budget.
	Payments
	£

	SV Faulkner (gardening services – hall and cemetery)
	132.00

	ACRK (subscription)
	80.00

	S Wood (salary May) 
	529.09

	S Wood (salary June) 
	529.09

	S Wood (home allowance [11.31] + expenses [31.48]) 
	42.79


	Receipts
	£

	Lloyds Bank interest
	1.32

	Cemetery fees
	120.00


                Balance (cheque and deposit accounts):   £ 45407.68
Balance (No 2 account):  £  5002.21
7.3  Works to which the Parish Council is committed
Repairs to the hall access track including drainage and soak-away works:  The works will be carried out at the same time as the pedestrian access.
Pedestrian access to the playing field linking The Wheel to the playing field:   Approval of the plans submitted to KCC is awaited.  The Vice-chairman to follow up.                                                                  ACTION  CB
Survey of the trees on Church green:  The survey carried out in 2016 [by Harraway Trees] recommended a regular basic survey, therefore a PICUS survey is not thought to be required.  The survey could be made available to an arboriculturist.  It was proposed that Paul Hegley of Lushland Ltd be engaged to survey the trees and report back.
Resolved:
That Paul Hegley be engaged to survey and report on the trees on Church green.                            ACTION  SW

Cemetery water supply:  An application has been submitted to South East Water.
Garden of Remembrance hedge:  The dead box plants have been removed and others pruned.  Cllr Mrs Richards offered to replant in the autumn; it is thought that 12-15 plants will be needed.  The Chairman offered to assist in watering the box hedge.                                                                                           ACTION  JR / CD
7.4  Eye financial report  
The balance in the Eye account is £5491.05.
7.4.1  Westwell Eye Working Group 
The report from the Westwell Eye Working Group was tabled.  Advertising rates were discussed with the editor but any changes should be considered by the working group.  The Chairman proposed that a permanent group be set up, the Vice-chairman noted that this is a proposal in the report.  It was noted that other parishes charge for their magazines but it was felt that the free magazine is a community service.  Given the cost to the Parish Council it was proposed that that it is published online and hard copy delivered only on request, however it was noted that many welcome hard copy and the cost if calculated per household is very small.  It was suggested that this be included in the proposed survey, but the Vice-chairman stated that the survey is for comments on the design.  It was acknowledged that responses to surveys are limited.  The Chairman noted that the Eye is produced by the editor at no cost to the Parish Council but if this changes or when the Eye funds are run down then alternatives should be considered.  
The Working Group was thanked for its report and it was proposed that the report and its 8 proposals be accepted.

Resolved:

That the Parish Council accepts the report of the Westwell Eye Working Group and the 8 proposals therein.

7.5  Request for a donation from Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance

Resolved:

That the Parish Council makes a donation of £100 to the Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance        ACTION  SW
8. Election of a councillor responsible for banking support for the Clerk
Resolved:

That Cllr Lister be elected as the responsible councillor for banking support for the Clerk.
9. Appointment of the playing field warden
The Clerk advised that a weekly inspection is required and a log kept of any issues identified.  It was proposed that Valerie Hooper be approached regarding her willingness to take on the role.  Agenda item for the next meeting.                                                                                                                                                               ACTION  SW
10. Migration of the Parish Council’s website to HugoFox
HugoFox offers a free website template compliant with the accessibility regulations, and no contract – its bronze website which the Parish Council would be free to relinquish at any time.  HugoFox also offers Silver and Gold websites with additional services, but these have to be paid for.  The Clerk advised that not all of the current content would need to be migrated, a KALC internal auditor recommends that only 2 years’ Minutes be published.  Other content, eg the Annual Return, must be published for 6 years to meet statutory requirements and would therefore have to be migrated.  It was proposed that a link from the Home page existing website to the HugoFox website be posted until the former is taken down by KCC.  It was proposed that the Parish Council website be moved to the bronze HugoFox template.  It was noted that Cllr Lister’s name should be added.
Resolved:

That the Parish Council website be moved to the bronze HugoFox template.                                   ACTION  SW
11. New Model Code of Conduct consultation
The new Model Code of Conduct was tabled.  Q13, relating to organisations, associations and societies was queried, the inference being that councillors on, eg the Hall Management Committee or Sandyhurst Lane Residents’ Association Committee, would have to declare an interest at every Parish Council meeting and seek a dispensation.  This goes further than the current Code of Conduct. 

The Chairman and Cllr Ms Farrington will draft a response and circulate by email for comment.  The Clerk will submit the agreed response.                                                                                                           ACTION  CD / LF / SW
12. Reopening of the playing field and associated risk assessment
With the easing of the coronavirus lockdown restrictions, outdoor play areas are being reopened after carrying out a risk assessment.  Advice is being sought from Playsafety and guidance is being circulated by ACRK.  It was noted that the playing field was not closed although the gates remained locked.  The Chairman noted that over-use should not be encouraged, therefore the football nets will not be put up.  The Clerk advised that some councils, eg Wye and Sevenoaks, are putting up signage re safe use.
13. HIP Working Group report

The draft HIP report was tabled.  The Chairman noted the need to retain the rural character of the roads in the parish.  Increasing use by runners and walkers was noted.  The Chairman reported that implementing a speed limit as recommended in the report is time-consuming but traffic on rural roads is self-regulating with regard to speed.  Recommendations for Sandyhurst Lane are being led by the Residents’ Association, with the possible relaunch of Community Speedwatch and pinch points (cf those in Great Chart).  If the Eureka Park development comes forward then a s106 agreement will be sought towards traffic measures.

It was noted that the report omits mention of Tutt Hill.

The PCSO has expressed a willingness to help with Speedwatch, but traffic enforcement is not possible because there are no safe places in Sandyhurst Lane to stop vehicles.  The Residents’ Association favours pinch points because they slow traffic and deter rat-running.

The need to include Westwell Lane at Tutt Hill was noted.  Speed bumps were suggested but these can only be installed where there are street lights and are unpopular with the emergency services.

Other than in Sandyhurst Lane it was thought that speed is less of an issue than use of the shared space, as shown by the traffic speeds survey, but it was noted that speed remains an issue particularly by delivery vehicles. 
The Working Group, Cllrs Bartlett, Butcher, Hutchinson and Lister, will review the HIP priorities.  It was proposed that the interim draft report be accepted as a working document.

Resolved:

That the interim draft HIP from the Working Group be accepted as a working document.

14. Update on parish events including the summer fete and celebration of VE and VJ Days

The Clerk advised that the PCC is to discuss organising a scaled-down fete, with a number of stalls, eg book stall, plants and produce, cake stall, china smash, coconut shy, tombola and raffle, with a beer tent.  There would be no WI teas, bouncy castle or children’s races because of the difficulty of social distancing.  Cllr Hutchinson agreed to look into running a Classic Car Show of 10 cars or thereabouts, on fete day.
The PCC’s plans to run music, singing and refreshments in the church on VJ Day are under review and awaiting further guidance.

15. Clerk’s report 

15.1  Correspondence  All correspondence has been circulated.  Emailed thanks for the Parish Council’s support for planning applications 20/00606/AS and 20/00607/AS was received immediately before the meeting. 

15.2  Clerk’s training  No training has been offered.
15.3  GDPR  No issues have been raised.
16. Reports from Parish representatives
16.1 KALC  No meetings have been held.
16.2 ACRK   ACRK is working remotely.  There has been a significant loss of income but a £10,000 grant has been awarded; ACRK is breaking even.  There is to be a Board meeting of the Directors of ACRK Ltd on 8th July and the Finance Committee will meet on 18th August.  
16.3 Highways  The overgrown hedge on Gold Hill has been reported to KCC Highways, with a photograph.  Highways will be thanked for the verge cutting, cc Charlie Simkins.                                                        ACTION  SW
16.4 Tree Warden   See 7.3.  The annual inspection by the Tree Wardens is in hand.                    ACTION  LF / JR
16.5 Parish Hall Management Committee   The Committee met on Zoom.  After considering the requirements for reopening, it was agreed that the hall will remain closed; this will be reviewed at the meeting on 27th July.
16.6 Broadband provision   Broadband is now available in the hall.  The Vice-chairman wrote to Jason Keeys re improving broadband provision in certain areas of the parish, but was informed that nothing would be done until BT Openreach is working again. 
16.8 Asset register   The bus shelter has been added.  In hand with the Chairman and Cllr Ms Farrington.    ACTION  CD / LF                                      
16.9  PCSO’s report   The monthly report from the PCSO has been circulated.
17. Items for the next meeting
17.1  Appointment of playing field warden
Dates of future meetings
7th September, 2nd November.
The meeting closed at 9.25pm.
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