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175/23
Apologies.

Cllrs.  J Earwaker, S Kenyon-Ellis and S Wyche. In the absence of the Chairman Cllr. D Parker Vice Chairman took the Chair.
176/23
Declarations of Interest.

None.
177/23
Dispensation Requests.

None.
178/23
Public Participation.


None.

179/23
Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th January 2024.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 15th January 2024, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, be signed by the Chairman as a true record.

180/23
Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th January 2024.
Minute 168/23 – Local Plan Issues and Options Consultation Event – Cllr. D Parker stated that he and Cllr. J Everitt had attended the event.

Minute 171/23 – Flooding – The Clerk confirmed he had written to both Persimmon and Davidson homes re the recent flooding in the village centre but had not yet received a reply.

Cllr. Robson informed members that he had removed the build up of debris in the brook where Shire Homes had placed some posts and herris fencing. It had since started to accumulate again and now required the posts and fencing to be removed. It was felt this was a contributory factor in both the recent flooding and also the flooding the previous July.
181/23
Accounts.
The Clerk submitted details of accounts due for payment, copies of which were circulated to members at the meeting, as set out below:
	Number
	Name
	
	
	Description
	
	
	
	Amount
	
	
	

	Online Payments
	
	
	
	
	

	BL1208
	Net World Sports (Equals)
	Boot Wiper Brushes/Goal Net Ties
	56.37
	
	
	

	BL1208
	Screwfix (Equals)
	Paint for Veranda
	39.99
	
	
	

	BL1208
	Equals (EWS Sales Ltd)
	Goal Net Hooks
	19.99
	
	
	

	BL1208
	Equals Fair FX (Amazon EU)
	Waterproof Trousers
	10.35
	
	
	

	BL1208
	Equals (B&Q)
	WD40/Combi Lock/Hose Clips
	24.60
	
	
	

	BL1208
	Equals Fair FX (HP Instant Ink)
	Ink Replacement Service
	2.99
	
	
	

	BL1208
	VivaGreen Group (Equals)
	Moss-Off (Play Area Maintenance)
	29.00
	
	
	

	BL1208
	Net World Sports (Equals)
	Goal Post Sockets
	68.66
	
	
	

	BL1209
	Harborough District  Council
	Admin/Printing Costs for Parish Elections
	210.00
	
	
	

	BL1210
	Community Heartbeat Trust
	Defibrillation Electrodes
	56.34
	
	
	

	BL1211
	Regent Samsic
	Cleaning
	446.80
	
	
	

	BL1212
	Dura Sport Ltd
	AWP Maintenance
	354.00
	
	
	

	BL1213
	Target Hygiene Services Ltd
	Dog Bin Emptying
	1,216.80
	
	
	

	BL1214
	ESPO
	Stationary
	62.88
	
	
	

	BL1215
	Nature Spot
	Maintenance of Website Pages
	50.00
	
	
	

	BL1216
	Guardian
	Gate Security
	600.12
	
	
	

	BL1217
	Fleckney Baptist Church
	Youth Club
	420.00
	
	
	

	BL1218
	LRALC
	Internal Audit Fee
	370.00
	
	
	

	BL1219
	Groundwise (Close Brothers)
	Ground Survey
	258.00
	
	
	

	BL1220
	HAGS-SMP Ltd
	Replacement Play Area Part
	552.00
	
	
	

	BL1221
	JMG Amenity
	Supply/Apply soil conditioner
	138.00
	
	
	

	BL1222 – BL1227
	Various
	 Wages
	4,516.72
	
	
	

	BL1228
	S Wyche
	Chairman’s Allowance
	240.00
	
	
	

	BL1229
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	1,703.83
	
	
	

	BL1230
	Leicestershire County Council
	Deed of Variation Legal Fees
	1,000.00
	
	
	

	Direct Payments
	
	
	
	
	

	DD10
	Water Plus
	Water Charges
	24.32
	
	
	

	DD13
	NatWest Bank
	Bank Charges
	31.25
	
	
	

	DD16
	British Gas
	Electricity
	13.30
	
	
	

	DD18
	Biffa Waste Services Ltd
	Trade Refuse
	92.70
	
	
	

	DD19
	Smartest Energy
	Electricity
	1,015.00
	
	
	

	DD09
	Nest
	Pension Contributions
	306.39
	
	
	

	NWbank
	SumUp
	SumUp Fees
	3.49
	
	
	

	NWbank
	Playfinder
	Bookteq/Playfinder
	50.60
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	13,984.49
	
	
	


The Clerk reported that the total receipts in December amounted to £6,994.26 excluding VAT.
The Clerk submitted a Bank Reconciliation Statement at 31st January 2024.
Resolved that:
(i) The accounts as set out above be approved for payment.
(ii) The information on receipts be received and noted.
(iii) The Bank Reconciliation Statement at 31st January 2024 be received and noted.
182/23   
District and County Councillors’ and Police Reports.
There were no County Councillor or Police reports. District Cllr. Birch stated that the District Council had increased the Council Tax by 2.99% for 2024-25 the maximum allowed without having a referendum.

The Clerk provided members with crime statistics for the village for December 2023. 
 Resolved the reports be received and noted.
183/23    Correspondence.
The Clerk submitted details of correspondence received since the last meeting as set out below:

	Ref No.
	Received From
	Contents
	Agreed Action


	1
	Harborough District Council
	Community Safety Partnership Vehicle
 
	Noted.

	2
	Harborough District Council
	Review of Polling Districts, Polling Places and Polling Stations 2023/2024.

	Noted. 


Resolved that the correspondence be received be noted and the action set out in the above table be approved.
184/23
Employees and Chair’s Reports.
There were no reports from the Chairman or Street Orderly.
185/23
Recreation Committee.
Members received the minutes of the Recreation Committee that was held on 29th January 2024, copies of which had been previously circulated.
Resolved that the minutes of the Recreation Committee meeting held on 29th January 2024 be received and noted.

186/23
Planning Applications.
Members considered and commented on new planning applications received since the last meeting of the Council as follows:
	Reference
	Proposal
	Location
	Comment

	24/00069/FUL
	Erection of a first floor rear extension 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications-skin/images/ico_comment.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


	60 Main Street
	No comments.


Resolved that the comments on planning applications as set out in the table above be forwarded by the Clerk to Harborough DC.
187/23
Local Plan Consultation.
Members considered the Harborough DC Local Plan Regulation 18 Issues and Options Consultation copies of which had been previously circulated. The discussion centred mainly around the six options for the location of housing growth to 2041. The options were:

· Option 1 Continuation of strategy in current Local Plan

· Option 2 Proportional growth based on number of households in each settlement

· Option 3 Urban area growth focusing development towards the most sustainable locations

· Option 4 Focuses development towards large strategic sites (more than 1,500 houses)

· Option 5 Focuses growth towards market towns (Market Harborough and Lutterworth)

· Option 6 Large village focus (Broughton Astley, Great Glen, Fleckney, Kibworth)

Members considered that options 1, 2 and 6 were unsupportable. Options 4 and 5 would both see no new development in the village and could be supported but there was a feeling that reality of the situation was that both options would not be acceptable because of the sole focus on strategic sites and market towns. 

A modified Option 3 was felt to be the most acceptable option with the main focus being towards as much growth as possible in settlements adjoining the urban area of Leicester with lower levels of growth in the rest of the District but with a shift of numbers from the larger and medium villages to the more sustainable locations of market towns.
Members were aware that any response to the consultation by the Parish Council would only carry the same weight as any other response and therefore it was important that members responded as individuals to the consultation. 
Resolved that:

(i) A response to the consultation be formulated based on a modified Option 3.
(ii) Members be encouraged to respond to the consultation in their own right.

188/23
S106 Grant Application – Village Hall.
Members considered a request from the Fleckney Village Hall Committee for support for its application for S106 funding from Harborough DC for improvements for the following:

· Improvements to the small meeting room £24,995
· Improvements to the car park including resurfacing and the addition of six spaces £50,809.04

Resolved the projects as set out above be supported for S106 funding from Harborough DC.
189/23
Application for Financial Assistance.
Members considered an application for financial assistance from the 1st Fleckney Scouts for its forthcoming trip in 2025 to the Kandersteg International Scout Camp in Switzerland.

Resolved that, in accordance the Parish Council’s general power of competence, a grant of £1,300 be made to provide a subsidy of £100 towards the cost of the trip for each of the thirteen children who would be attending.

190/23
Cricket/Bowls Club Netting.
Members considered the preferred option for the netting to protect the Bowls Club premises that had been identified by the Recreation Committee and how this could be funded. The Clerk informed members that a contribution from the Bowls Club was unlikely although he felt the Cricket Club could contribute either financially or in kind by providing manpower for the installation. The cost of the poles and netting etc was £3,250 + VAT plus the cost of installation.
Resolved that the quotation of Net World Sports in the sum of £3,250 +VAT including delivery be accepted and the Cricket Club be asked to assist with the installation and seek some grant funding (retrospectively if necessary).
191/23
D Day Celebrations.

Members agreed to establish a working party to make arrangements to mark the 80th anniversary

of the D Day landings on 6th June 1944. Members also considered the establishment of a budget to meet any costs that might be involved.

Resolved that the Working Party consists of Cllrs D Parker, S Parker, C McKemey and J Everitt and that a budget of £1,000 be agreed to meet any costs involved.

192/23
Internal Audit.
Members reviewed the work of internal audit and were satisfied that the LRALC Internal Audit Service had provided an efficient and effective service.
Resolved that the LRALC is re-appointed as the Council’s Internal Audit provider for the 2023-24 financial year.
193/23
Resignation of Clerk to the Council.
The Vice Chairman reported that the Chairman had received notice that the Clerk to the Council would be terminating his employment on 5th May 2024.
Members agreed the best way forward was to call an urgent meeting of the Human Resources Committee to consider the arrangements for appointing a successor. 

Resolved that a meeting of the Human Resources Committee be called for Friday, 16th February 2024 at 9.00am to consider arrangements for the appointment of a new Clerk to the Council.

195/23
Date of Next Meeting.
Monday 11th March at 7.00 pm. 
The Meeting closed at 9.00 pm.
Signed…………………………………. Date……………….

Chairman
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