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142/23
Apologies.

Cllrs. A Birch and S Kenyon-Ellis. District Cllr. S Bilbie.
143/23
Declarations of Interest.

None.
144/23
Dispensation Requests.

None.
145/23
Public Participation.

Michael Preston, Fleckney Festival Committee questioned the Parish Council’s policy of subsidising the local football club in the provision of facilities at the Leicester Road and Lodge Road recreations grounds whilst applying a different approach to the Festival and wondered why this was. Members found it difficult to understand the argument but pointed out the benefit that arose from the use of the facilities by a wide range of the local community.

Michael, in answer to a question, stated that he felt the moving of the late night shopping to a Saturday had been a success.

Helen Bentley provided some background information to the request for financial assistance for the installation of a kissing gate on footpath C8 which was to be considered later on the agenda.

146/23
Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th November 2023.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 13th November 2023, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, be signed by the Chairman as a true record.

147/23
Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th November 2023.
Minute 121/23 – Shire Homes High Street Development – Cllr. Wyche informed members she still had not received a substantive response from Neil O’Brien MP. 
Minute 124/23 – Harborough DC Statement of Common Ground – Cllr. Mcdonagh informed members it was not considered necessary to respond to the invitation to comment.

 Minute 126/23 – CCTV and Decking – The Clerk informed members that both projects had now been completed.
Minute 132/23 – Village Centre Improvements – The Clerk informed members that Harborough DC had agreed to the tree works at the village Green and Pond being undertaken as part of the village centre improvements funded from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. 

148/23
Accounts.
The Clerk submitted details of accounts due for payment, copies of which were circulated to members at the meeting, as set out below:
	Number
	Name
	
	Description
	
	Amount

	BL1172
	BFSL Construction Ltd
	Varanda Decking Deposit (Paid)
	2,070.00

	BL1173
	Regent Samsic
	Cleaning
	446.80

	BL1174
	Regent Samsic
	Cleaning
	446.80

	BL1175
	Harborough District Scouts
	Traffic Management Staff
	100.00

	BL1176
	Equals Fair FX (Screwfix)
	Economy Insulation
	30.00

	BL1176
	Equals Fair FX (B & Q)
	Soil/Weed Killer
	26.40

	BL1176
	Equals (Amazon Europe)
	Anti-Pigeon Spikes
	23.98

	BL1176
	Equals (Post Office)
	Letter to BT
	1.25

	BL1176
	Equals (High Speed Training)
	Training Course
	72.00

	BL1176
	Equals (SofwaPro)
	Adobe Acrobat
	14.99

	BL1176
	Equals Fair FX (HP Instant Ink)
	Ink Replacement Service
	2.99

	BL1177
	Ricoh
	Ink Replacement Service
	22.62

	BL1178
	ESPO
	Diaries/Calendar
	26.28

	BL1179
	Guardian
	Health & Safety Service
	822.00

	BL1180
	Citizens Advice LeicesterShire
	Donation
	1,000.00

	BL1181
	Chubb
	Alarm annual contract
	1,888.61

	BL1182
	Society of Local Council Clerks
	SLCC membership
	183.00

	BL1183
	BFSL Construction Ltd
	Fit Varanda Decking
	3,222.00

	BL1184
	Parish Online
	Parish Online mapping
	180.00

	BL1185
	Safe and Secure
	New CCTV System
	5,490.00

	BL1186
	Oakcroft Technical Ltd
	Set Up Pond Christmas Lights
	360.00

	BL1187
	ESPO
	Toilet Roll/Refuse Sacks/Table Tennis Net
	80.46

	BL1188
	Guardian
	Gate Security
	600.12

	BL1189
	PMS (Pitch Marking Services)
	Football Pitch Marking
	35.00

	BL1190 – BL 1195
	Various
	Wages
	5608.87

	BL1196
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	2,694.45

	DD10November
	Water Plus
	Water Services
	58.91

	DD13November
	Nat West Bank
	Bank Charges
	28.55

	DD15
	British Gas
	Electricity
	1,392.68

	DD16
	British Gas
	Electricity
	12.08

	DD18
	Biffa Waste Services Ltd
	Trade Waste Service
	74.16

	DD19
	Smartest Energy
	Electricity
	1,015.00

	DD9November
	Nest
	Pension Contributions
	212.78

	NWbank
	Playfinder
	Bookteq/Playfinder
	20.67

	NWbank
	SumUp
	SumUp Fees
	1.42

	
	
	
	£28,264.87


The Clerk reported that the total receipts in November amounted to £13,472.28 excluding VAT.
The Clerk submitted a Bank Reconciliation Statement at 30th November 2023.
Resolved that:
(i) The accounts as set out above be approved for payment.
(ii) The information on receipts be received and noted.
(iii) The Bank Reconciliation Statement at 30th November 2023 be received and noted. 

149/23   
District and County Councillors’ and Police Reports.
There were no County Councillor or Police reports although District  Cllr. Birch had indicated that the District would again be considering whether to sign up to the Statement of Common Ground that evening and would also be setting the Council Tax base. 
The Clerk provided members with crime statistics for the village for October 2023. It was noted there had been a decrease in reported crimes down from 33 in September to 23 in October.

 Resolved the reports be received and the action above be agreed.
150/23    Correspondence.
The Clerk submitted details of correspondence received since the last meeting as set out below:

	Ref No.
	Received From
	Contents
	Agreed  Action



	1
	Claire Major
	Concern re parking Wolsey Lane and Stores Lane
 
	Noted. Parking in this vicinity to be considered as part of the Traffic Assessment to be carried out as part Neighbourhood Plan Review.


Resolved that the correspondence be received be noted and the action set out in the above table be approved.
151/23
Employees and Chair’s Reports.
The Clerk circulated the report from the Street Orderly. Issues were raised about litter on the footpath between Main Street and Edward Road and overflowing dog bins on the Persimmon Estate. 
The Chairman reported on her attendance at the Harborough DC Parish Liaison Meeting. 
Resolved the reports of the Street Orderly and the Chairman be received and noted.

152/23
Recreation Committee.
Members received the minutes of the Recreation Committee that was held on 27th November 2023, copies of which had been previously circulated.
Resolved that the minutes of the Recreation Committee meeting held on 27th November 2023 be received and noted.

153/23
Planning Applications.
Members considered and commented on new planning applications received since the last meeting of the Council as follows:
	Reference
	Proposal
	Location
	Comment

	23/01376/FUL
	Two storey side extension, single storey front extension and revised dropped kerb access for frontage parking 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications-skin/images/ico_comment.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


	14A Saddington Road
	No comments


Resolved that the comments on planning applications as set out in the table above be forwarded by the Clerk to Harborough DC.
154/23
Allotment Rents.
Members reviewed the rents charged for the allotments on Leicester Road.

Resolved that the rents remain unchanged from 1st April 2024 at the following amounts:

Full Plot £30

Half Plot £15

Starter Plot £7

155/23
Fleckney Festival.

Member considered requests from the Fleckney Festival Committee to hold the following events during 2024 at the Leicester Road Recreation Ground:

· The main Fleckney Festival event on Saturday 21st September 2024. 

· A music event on Friday 20th September 2024. 
· A Food and Drink Fayre from Friday 31st May to Sunday 2nd June 2024. 

Members discussed the request in some depth and were particularly concerned about the sustainability of the main event and the proposal to support this with the music event on the previous evening. It was felt the charging model for the catering units and the amusements needed further consideration and that before adding a further event to the calendar that every effort should be made to make the Saturday event sustainable in its own right.
Resolved that:

(i) Approval be given to hold the main event on Saturday 21st September 2024 subject to the approval in due course of the admission charges and the detailed layout of the site.

(ii) Approval for the music event be not granted at the present time whilst further work is carried out to make the Saturday event more sustainable.

(iii) Approval be granted for the Food and Drink Fayre subject to the approval of the detailed layout and timings. 

156/23
Application for Financial Assistance.
Members considered a request from Mrs Helen Bentley for a contribution towards the cost of providing a kissing gate to footpath C8 where it joins Leicester Road to allow access for pedestrians but to prevent motor bike riders and people on horseback from going through the double gate into the field and driving or riding through a private field, causing annoyance to both neighbours and the tenant farmers and damage to the area grassed. It was understood that a 25% contribution would be available from the County Council if the balance of the cost of £1,365.60 could be secured.

Resolved that a contribution of 50% of the cost or £682.80, which ever is the lower, be approved subject to the balance of the funding being provided by the landowners, tenant farmer or a third party or parties.
157/23
49 Bus Service.
The Clerk reported that there was no further information available on the siting of the proposed bus stop sign outside No. 62 Leicester Road.
158/23
Maturing Business Fixed Rate Saver.

Members considered renewal terms for the Nationwide Business 1 Year Fixed Rate Saver that matures on 21st December 2023.

Resolved that the maturing amount be reinvested in a Business 18 Month Fixed Rate Saver account at an interest rate of 5.1%.

159/23
Date of Next Meeting.
Monday 15th January 2023 at 7.00 pm. 
The Meeting closed at 8.52pm.
Signed………………………………….Date……………….

Chairman
Fleckney Parish Council





Minutes of the Meeting of the Fleckney Parish Council held at the Sports Centre, Leicester Road 11th December 2023.
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Cllrs. S Wyche (Chairman), J Brummel, J Earwaker, J Everitt,  C McKemey, T Mcdonagh, D Parker, S Parker and S Robson.





J H Flower, Clerk to the Council.


Members of the Public - 4








Members of the Public - None
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