


Minutes of Mersham with Sevington Parish Council Meeting held in 
the Church Room, St John The Baptist Church, Mersham on Monday, 15th February 2016

Present		Geoffrey Fletcher (Chair)			Mick Smithers							Kenton Stewart					Peter Turley							Lee Whitehead

In attendance: Cllr Paul Bartlett, Cllr Gerald White, The Community Warden, one member of the public and Tracey Block (Clerk)

										To be actioned by
	The meeting started at 7.30pm

	

	Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Hansen, Kibble, Murphy, Oakley-Hills and Sawdon.

	

	Declaration of interest in items on the agenda
There were no declarations of interest.

	

	Minutes of the Meeting on 18th January 2016 were approved as a true record and signed accordingly.

	

	Matters Arising from the Minutes
There were no matters arising.

	



	Public Session
The member of public introduced herself and explained she was here so that the Parish Council can ask any questions with regard to the planning application for Cranwell House.

	


	To Receive reports from the Borough Councillors
The Parish Council were advised that views regarding Junction 10a will be put to the Highways Agency by Ashford Borough Council.  There will be a planning meeting solely to discuss this matter and the Parish Council is encouraged to use this opportunity.  The date is to be advised.
Chequer Tree is being dealt with by Laura Payne.
Cllr Kibble asked Cllr Bartlett if the Planning Authority talk to the NHS Trust when considering the Core Local plan.  Cllr Bartlett assured Cllr Kibble that they consider the other when planning and considering additional housing etc.  The Local Authority is expecting a huge deficit over the next 20 years.

The situation with Petworth was discussed further, the Environment Agency have turned the issue back to Ashford Borough Council.  An enforcement notice should be issued.  Cllr Bartlett agreed to follow this up with Ashford Borough Council.
	









	Report from Community Warden
The Community Warden was not in attendance at the meeting.

	

	Planning Matters:
A list of Planning Applications was circulated as Appendix A with the agenda, those requiring a response were:
Reference        16/00054/AS
Address:           Ashford Market, Monument Way, Sevington, Ashford, Kent                                                            Proposal:          Removal of condition 4 on approved application 15/01406/AS
No objections raised

Reference        16/00053/AS
Address:           Cranwell House, The Forstal, Church Road, Mersham, Ashford, Kent 
Proposal:          Erection of one residential dwelling next to Cranwell House.
The Parish Council requests that the Borough Council reconsiders the layout of the care facility.  Access is an issue as is sound.  Flats are not popular for care facilities.  It is requested that this application be reconsidered to address the issue of this being over 3 storeys.  The Parish Council would prefer to see a 2 storey property that could be considered more of a home. 

Reference:       11/00473/CONM/AS
Address:            Land at Cheesemans Green, Cheesemans Green Lane, Kingsnorth, Kent 	
Proposal:           Discharge conditions 5, 6, 10, 17, 19, 25, 27, 39, 41, 43 and 47 (Captain’s Wood and Bilham Lawn Phase)
No objections raised

Reference:        16/00124/AS	
Address:             Unit Bilham Lawn Parcel B9, Land at Cheesemans Green, Cheesemans Green Lane, Kingsnorth, Kent 	
Proposal:            4 (Bilham Lawn Phase) Construction of 86 new dwellings with associated access, parking, landscaped areas, internal roads for the development, details of part of distributor road C and surface water drainage measures
No objections raised

Reference:        16/00125/AS	
Address:             Land south of Captains Wood, Land at Cheesemans Green, Cheesemans Green Lane, Kingsnorth, Kent 
Proposal:            (Land south of captains wood phase) Construction of 326 new dwellings with associated access, parking, landscaped areas including a neighbourhood play area, internal roads for the development, details of distributor roads E and F, waterbrook link road, a district play area north of captain's wood and surface water drainage measures
The Parish Council raises objections with regard to the perimeter not being in keeping with the properties nearby which are all hedges.  The additional height of the property raises concern and the Parish Council requests that the Council takes neighbours views into consideration when determining this application.

Reference:         16/00151/AS
Address:              Lyrics, Kingsford Street, Mersham, Ashford, Kent, TN25 6PE 
Proposal:             Revision to planning approval 15/01001/AS (Increase in roof height, insertion of dormer window to front elevation, rooflight to each side elevation to facilitate loft conversion and erection of two storey rear extension) - to increase roof height and erection of two storey rear extension
No objections raised

Reference:          16/00059/AS
Address:               McDonalds Drive Through Restaurant, The Parade, Orbital Park, Sevington, Ashford, TN24 0GA  
Proposal:              Erection of an internally illuminated freestanding totem 12m sign 
No objections raised

Reference:           10/000066/COND/AS
Address:               McDonalds Drive Through Restaurant, The Parade, Orbital Park, Sevington, Ashford, TN24 0GA
Proposal:            The relocation and relamping of 2 no. illuminated existing white McDonald's text fascia signs with the installation of 1 no. additional illuminated McDonalds fascia sign and the installation of 3 no. new illuminated yellow golden arch symbols 
No objections raised

Reference:          16/00068/AS
Address:               McDonalds Drive Through Restaurant, The Parade, Orbital Park, Sevington, Ashford, TN24 0GA 
Proposal:              Reconfiguration of the car park and drive thru lane to relocate the side-by-side order point, incorporating a new island for signage and reconfigured kerb lines and associated works to the site including replacement "goal post" height restrictor. Installation of 2no extensions with the installation of additional cladding to the roof and the addition of 3 no. booths. Reconfiguration of the existing corral and patio area. Reconfigured signage suite with additional signs
. 
No objections raised

Reference:          16/00069/AS
Address:               McDonalds Drive Through Restaurant, The Parade, Orbital Park, Sevington, Ashford, TN24 0GA 
Proposal:              Reconfiguration of signage suite to include: 1 no. internally illuminated welcome totem sign; 6 no. internally illuminated rotating double sided unit; 1 no. non-illuminated directional sign; 1 no. non-illuminated post mounted banner unit 

	

	To receive an update on the Village Caretaker Scheme

	



	To consider comments to be submitted with regard to the proposed Lorry Park at Stanford.

	




	Financial Matters
a. To note the Parish Council’s financial position.
The Financial Statement was circulated.
A budget against expenditure was also circulated

The balance at bank is £26,804.16


b. To authorise any payments including the Clerk’s Salary, Salaries for Messers King and Branson.
The following payments were authorised:

	Cheque
	Payee’s Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Notes

	501716
	I King
	Litter picking
	£  83.85
	

	501717
	B Branson
	Litter picking
	£100.88
	

	501718
	T Block
	Wages
	£371.21
	

	501719
	The Village Alliance
	Donation towards on-going costs of the website
	£500.00
	



	



















	Any Other Business
Cllr Murphy reported that he had been called by a resident of the village to say that the gulley is blocked in the drainage system on the road near the Junior Playing field, it is causing water to run into one of the resident’s garage.  Cllr Murphy is to report this to Kent Highway Services.

Cllr Kibble reported the speed and street name signs are damaged near the Forstal in Blind Lane.  The Clerk is to report this.

It was also noted that the electricity pole opposite the school is leaning.

The Village Protection Scheme was discussed.  Following a recent meeting attended by some of the Parish Councillors, the scheme will cost approx £1,000 per Parish Council and forms small clusters of villages that can discuss matters and feed back into the Local Plan.
KALC have also discussed the feeding back of ideas into the Local Plan.  The KALC group have met with Simon Cole, Ashford Borough Council Planning Officer, and all Parish and Town Councils are able to put together thoughts and feed them back through KALC AND Simon Cole at the consultation stage.
Residential and Commercial feed-back will be dealt with separately.  Cllr Fletcher is to discuss the housing allocation with Gerry Clarkson.  The Parish Council, therefore, felt that going through Simon Cole is the best route to where Mersham with Sevington need to be.  All agreed with this.  Cllr Kibble and Cllr Fletcher are to discuss matters with Simon Cole and KALC are to send out a spreadsheet to all parishes to take this forward.

The Village Plan was discussed.  The Clerk is to try and find a copy on-line, if unavailable, Cllr Murphy offered to scan a copy and the Clerk will upload it to the website.

It was noted that there had been a spate of burglaries in Bonnington and Bilsington recently.

J10a is likely to be affected by the proposed Lorry Park in Stanford.  It was suggested that Councillors and the Parish Council should submit comments regarding the proposed lorry park.  Cllr Oakley-Hill is to circulate a draft response.  
Councillors are encourage to look at the site at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/management-of-freight-vehicles-through-kent

Or the facebook page: SOS Kent.

The “behind the hedge” footpath lights were mentioned as they do not work terribly well, particularly in bad weather.

A response to the U19 plans is to be drafted and circulated by Cllr Turley.
It was noted that the Church Road residents particularly want that to become a Cul-de-Sac and it is hoped that Cheeseman’s Green Lane will be shut off.
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	The next meeting was confirmed as Monday, 15th February 2016, the Clerk would like any items for the agenda by Friday 5th January, please.

	All


	There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 9.40 PM.
	







