NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL

[image: ]Chairman:	Cllr P Eardley
Councillors:	Cllr I Sadler, Cllr B Cole,  Cllr M Edwards; Cllr D Mason;  
		Cllr S Moulson; Cllr N Groom
Unitary Cllr:      Cllr R Aldcroft
Clerk:		 Mrs M Joyce


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF NORTON IN HALES HELD ON 10TH MAY 2022 
AT THE JUBILEE HALL, NORTON IN HALES

33/22 	Election of the Chairman (LGA 1972 s15(2))
Cllr  Edwards proposed Cllr Eardley as Chairman for the ensuing year, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved.

34/22	Election of the Vice Chairperson 
Cllr Cole proposed Cllr Moulson as Vice Chairman for the ensuing year, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. Resolved.

35/22	Declarations of Acceptance of Office for Chairman & Councillors (LGA 1972 s83)
Acceptance of office forms were duly signed and returned to the Clerk. 

36/22	Election of other officers as representatives to external bodies:
i)  GDPR Compliance officer & Controller: Clerk
ii) NSAC: Cllr Cole
iii) Village Hall Representatives: Cllr Groom
iv) Playing Fields Committee Rep: Cllr Sadler
v) Community website: Cllr Mason
vi) NIH School: Cllr Mason
Cllr Mason was thanked for his efforts to liaise with the School to get parents to use the new car park.  Everyone agreed how much safer it is. Action: Letter of thanks to be sent to the School, proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Mason, all agreed. 

37/22	Delegation of Authority: Delegation to the Clerk to respond to Planning Applications (in the absence of a scheduled Meeting for ‘routine’ applications), proposed by Cllr Sadler, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed.  Resolved. 

38/22	Welcome /Present, Apologies and/or absent 
Cllr Eardley welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:32pm. Cllr Cliff joined the Meeting at 7:48pm. 

39/22 	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests/ Requests for Dispensations of DPIs
No declarations were received. 

40/22	 Reports 	
i)	Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited give a report/answer questions
Cllr Aldcroft gave his report.  Shropshire Council has stepped in to temporarily support a number of bus services perviously provided by Arriva. Alternatives are being looked at.  Financial support for this has been substantial and will be continued.  To look at franchising in the Autumn.  Shropshire Council has asked the Government for £98m to look at services to provide market towns and villages with rail links. £6.8m given to metropolitan areas but none to Shropshire.  Several areas are lobbying the Government together.  Shropshire Council will be spending £60m on roads rather than £40m.  New machines are being used (3 in county) for potholes and resurfacing.  Purple bins are being rolled out from this month. Black crates can be kept.  Two new schools are being built in Shrewsbury. The A5 project is continuing. Big Town Plan update – the shopping centre is pulling in £1m per year. The other one may be converted to office space. The Executive team has finally been recruited.  All posts in Highways have been filled.  Market Drayton connectively plan is underway ie where pedestrian crossings will go, charging points, bus routes for workers will all be looked at. Consultation tomorrow at the Town Hall.  Local concerns have been raised such as the A53 turning to Betton, white lines etc.  Cllr Mason suggested formal path is needed from canal to Market Drayton is essential as pedestrians cannot be seen by traffic coming over the bridge from the Town. The verges are not well kept and it is very popular with dog walkers.  He suggested it needs addressing.  As part of the connectivity programme new footpaths, bridleways and cycle paths could be introduced.  Lines have been repainted outside the pub. Cllr Aldcroft reported that the line makers are local so hopefully local lines will be done soon.  The SLOW markers through Betton need repainting. Highways signs need clearing and cleaning across the country. Cllr Aldcroft will take these matters back to Shropshire Council.  

ii)	Councillors /Clerk to give feedback from Meetings attended
Minutes to be circulated from the NSAC Meeting. Cllr Sadler reported that Recreation Field Association are discussing the need for a defib at the sports field.  They have asked if the Parish Council will fund this. 
The In Bloom Group held an easter egg hunt and have a plant sale coming up this month. Open gardens in July. All events raise money.  
No report from the village hall. 
Cllr Mason reported from the local events committee – Jubilee celebrations are underway and request for funds to assist.  There will be an opportunity for the Parish Council to be present as part of Sunday celebrations on the field. Playground update – Cllr Cliff has drawn up the space – gathering ideas differing levels of equipment and fundraising.  More patriotic bunting is required other than the bunting previously purchased by the PC.  

41/22	Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th March 2022 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 	41(1) )  
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. They were proposed as a true and accurate record of the Meeting by Cllr Moulson, seconded by Cllr Mason all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.

42/22	Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)
No matters were raised. 


43/22	Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs etc)
a)	Betton 	Ward						
Two potholes have been repaired however there are more to be done.  Ridgwardine pothole has been fixed. 

b)	Norton in Hales	Ward	
White centre line by the pub. Request needs to be made to the Church for users to make use of the car park.  Action: Clerk to write to ask them to put it into the Church notices. 

c)	Footpaths 						
The Clerk was asked to follow up the report from Highways regarding the pavement width and condition in the village. A man with tape measure has been seen measuring the width. 
Footpath behind Pear Tree Croft to Forge Lane needs attention on the surface.  Cllr Eardley to contact the landowner.  Footpath kissing gate is due to come out.  

d)	Road closures  - None forthcoming.

e)	Street lighting
New claim has been submitted for a damaged street light on the corner of Chapel Lane and Main Road. This will be the second claim in this financial year and it has resulted in the loss of the 3 year long term insurance agreement. 				

f)	Highways matters
Environmental Maintenance Grant applications are due in by the end of the month

g)	Environmental Maintenance concerns - None raised.  

h)	Village entrances
Bearstone View –  Councillors agreed to ask the developers to tidy up the verges. 

i)	Compost bays
In Bloom Group have expressed a wish for compost bins behind the bus shelter. Application forms provided to apply to Shropshire Council for permission to install them.	

Cllr Mason wants to explore the idea of moving the phone kiosk to a more central location.  The resident happy to have it where it is as it is on his deeds. However content to have it moved.  Clerk to ask for likely costs from Shropshire Council. May need planning permission and apply for footings. 
								
44/22	Joint Neighbourhood Plan – update/confirmation of next meeting/location; to receive minutes; 
Final report delayed. Referendum will be in the Autumn.  Examination process has been completed.  

45/22	Correspondence – as received and circulated by email – to enable Councillors to raise any matters for discussion
The need for an overhead barrier for the car park has been raised by a resident. Planning permission would be needed for the conservation area. A removable top would be required to permit access to field at the rear.  The Clerk advised that the Conservation department needs to be consulted.  Clerk to enquire.  
Upcoming governance and boundary reviews need to be considered.  The Parish Council would need to make an expression of interest if it would like a local review.  No formal consultation has been received from Market Drayton re boundary reviews. Clerk to contact Town Clerk for update.  Could hold open meeting to discuss electoral boundary reviews. 
Environmental Maintenance Grant: Cllr Eardley proposed that the Clerk applies for a grant, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. 

46/22	Playground  
a	To enable Councillors to discuss/agree repairs/maintenance needed highlighted in the annual inspection report 
Parts due shortly to make repairs to the playground to meet standards – all found to be medium risk items.  Working party will be formed to do the work.  Hedge to be cut.  
Plans for the eventual replacement of playground equipment will be presented to the parish over the Jubilee weekend. 

b	Playground Steering Group - update
As above. 

47/22	Housekeeping
a)	To review and agree adoption of the following policies/protocols:
· Standing Orders; Risk Assessment; Financial Regulations; 
Cllr Mouslon, seconded by Cllr Edwards, proposed to re-adopt the three main policies and review these, and the other policies/protocols later in the year. 

b)	Confirmation of Meeting dates/venue for 2022 ; 
Second Tuesdays in alternate months. The next meetings will be held on July 12th Sept 13th Nov 8th, Jan 10th, March 14th. Annual meeting 9th May.

c)	To review Clerk’s membership of SLCC and Council’s membership of SALC; 
Cllr Mason proposed continuing with the memberships, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. Resolved. 

d)	Bradlingstone magazine – to agree submission (LGA 1972 s.142) 
Cllr Cole will cover the opening of the car park.  He will confirm the unwritten one way system that the parents use during the drop off times in order to raise awareness among the local residents. The Events committee to submit text to be included. 

e)	Best front garden competition/Celebration event – to discuss/agree
Cllr Eardley confirmed that the PC is hoping to hold it again this year.  Usually held during the first fortnight in August.  A judge will need to be found.  The usual celebration event could be held in conjunction with a promise auction for the playground in the Autumn (usually first week in October).  Action: To take forward. 

48/22 	Finance 
a)  	Invoices/Payments & Receipts
Invoices for approval as per agenda and Clerk confirmed additional payments due.
The Paddocks invoice includes price to connect the car chargers. 
Cllr Mason proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. 
The planting budget for the car park has come in under what was originally anticipated.  An additional area has been planted up, with plants kindly donated by local residents. 
The In Bloom  Group has requested a grant for plants and compost of £800 Cllr Eardley proposed the award of the requested grant, seconded by Cllr Mason, all agreed.
A grant for the community website for £200 was proposed by Cllr Sadler, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. 
The annual grant for the recreation field for £400 was proposed by Cllr Sadler, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. It was noted that some grants may have to be cut next year due to increased financial pressures. 
A grant funding request has been received from the Ashley & Loggerheads First Responders for a donation towards the purchase of a new vehicle. Councillors queried under which circumstances the First Responders are sent out rather than the Ambulance Service.  Councillors considered the request and agreed that the provision of a second defibrillator was the preferred option rather than a donation to the First Responders (which is a self funding group, the WMAS only contributes to the fuel to costs).
Defibrillators – to review once again when finances have been sorted out ie when the next VAT reclaim has been submitted, final invoices for the car park have been settled, and the CiL Local Grant has been received from Shropshire Council. 
Car charging points – still waiting to find an energy supplier for the chargers and overhead lights. Only one supplier so far whose min terms would never been achieved. No companies would quote prior to April 1st; Scottish Power are no longer taking on this type of contract; Octopus are not handling new business connections at this time. Both supplies on one circuit board.  Companies approached by the Parish Council include Scottish Power, Octopus and EDF. Npower has not been approached on the basis of the exorbitant requote for the parish street lighting energy supply.  The NFU Energy Dept has been asked to source quotes on the Parish  Council’s behalf. Shropshire Council would supply energy for the lighting but not the chargers which makes it an unviable proposition as they are on the same circuit. To take forward. 

b) 	Bank reconciliation to year end, cash book and payments and receipts summary
Councillors confirmed receipt of the spreadsheets circulated by email.  

c)	Completion of Annual Governance Statement (upon completion of audit) if available
Not available for completion as the Internal Audit process in still in progress. 

d)	Completion of AGAR (upon completion of audit) (LGA 1972 s168) if available
Not available 

e)	Insurance renewal & payment : quote for renewal
Councillors considered the insurance renewal document noting that the previous LTA had been rendered invalid by the claim for the replacement column light in Griffin  Close. Another claim has been submitted for the damage to the light on the corner of Main Road/Chapel Lane.  
Cllr  Eardley proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed.  A Long Term Agreement will be applied for. 

f) 	Applications for funding – to receive any applications
Ashley & Loggerheads First Responders – application for funds towards a new vehicle as discussed under previous item. 

g) 	Internal auditor’s report – to receive  (if available) (LGA 1972 s94)
Not available. 	

j)	Street lighting: update on energy supply; insurance claim; 
The new energy supply contract with Shropshire Council has been confirmed with considerable annual savings. 
Insurance claim for damage to light as per Eon quote £578.47 exc VAT which was accepted by the  Council, proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. The Clerk has submitted the claim to the insurers.  
k)	Car charging points/car park lighting – energy supply
Discussed under previous item.

l) 	Jubilee celebrations 
£300 was proposed by Cllr Cole for Jubilee celebrations expenditures ie decorations etc, seconded Cllr Ian Sadler, all agreed.  Cllr Mason to order decorations for the event.

	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Chq number
	Power of expenditure

	05/04/22

	Employee
	Salary
	£361.56
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/05/22
	Employee
	Salary
	£361.56
	So
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	05/04/22

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£90.40
	1713
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	05/05/22
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£90.40
	1714
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	02/05/22
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£40.00
	1715
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	05/05/22
	Employee
	Expenses
	£tba
	1716
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/22
	Gallaghers
	Insurance renewal
	£tba
	1717
	LGA 1972 s140

	12/04/22
	SALC
	Affiliation fee
	£339.55
	1718
	LGA1972 S143

	09/04/22
	Npower
	Supply
	£86.69
	1719
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	08/04/22
	Npower
	Supply
	£61.69
	1720
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	24/02/22
	AR Richards
	Car park construction costs
	£34810.86
	1721
	Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 s57(1)(b)

	31/03/22
	AR Richards
	Car park construction costs
	£14,311.00
	1722
	Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 s57(1)(b)

	20/04/22
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£31.10
	Dd
	Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act1976 s.19 

	18/03/22
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£27.60
	Dd
	Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act1976 s.19 

	23/03/22
	A Holland
	Car park planting costs
	£1889.31
	1723
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s164

	05/22
	Paddocks Electricals
	Electrics for car park
	£tba
	1724
	Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 s57(1)(b)

	Date
	Payee
	Reason for Payment
	
	
	

	01/04/22
	Shropshire Council
	Precept 
	£22,736.00
	
	Local Government Act 1972, s.41 (4) 
LG Finance Act 1992 s39

	08/04/22
	Shropshire Council 
	Neighbourhood fund payment
	9023.76
	
	





49/22	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8) 
i)	Applications: 
22/01184/FUL  (validated: 24/03/2022)
Address:  Betton Cottage , Oakley Lane, Betton, Shropshire, TF9 4AF
Proposal:  Erection of single storey porch extension, internal alterations and installation of new windows throughout.
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R8HRSZTDM6400 
No objections were raised. 

22/01200/FUL  (validated: 10/03/2022)
Address:  14 Bearstone View, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4FE
Proposal:  Erection of 1No dormer bungalow with integral garage
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R8JC2MTD02B00
No objections were raised.

ii)	Decisions: 
22/01184/FUL  (validated: 24/03/2022)
Address:  Betton Cottage , Oakley Lane, Betton, Shropshire, TF9 4AF
Proposal:  Erection of single storey porch extension, internal alterations and installation of new windows throughout.
Decision:  Grant Permission
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R8HRSZTDM6400

Reference:  22/01200/FUL  (validated: 10/03/2022)
Address:  14 Bearstone View, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4FE
Proposal:  Erection of one dormer bungalow with integral garage
Decision:  Grant Permission
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R8JC2MTD02B00

20/04096/VAR  (validated: 08/10/2020)
Address:  Land South Off Chapel Lane, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4FG
Proposal:  Variation of condition no.4 (approved plans) attached to planning permission ref 14/01426/OUT (granted by appeal 13.08.2015)
Decision:  Grant Permission
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QHUFL1TDHSP00

50/22	Items for next Agenda/Parish Matters: 
Extraordinary meeting to be held to sign off end of year accounts. 
Boundary review discussions. 
Highways report on pavements
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked the public for attending. Members of the public left.  





51/22	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a)	To enable Councillors to raise any concerns/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised.
Croft development – query

b)	Freedom of Information request
Comments raised in the public session were noted and the Councillors agreed to take the comments on board. The Clerk will reply by email and acknowledge closure of the request.  

c)	Employment contract terms review
The new salary scales reviewed. 
Cllr Eardley proposed moving the Clerk to the new hourly rate for the NALC salary scale for sp24, seconded by Cllr Sadler. No change in scale.

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:32pm.

Date of Next Ordinary Meeting: 12th July 2022
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