Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14/05/2019
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NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL



Chairman
Cllr P Eardley
Councillors
Cllr M Edwards; Cllr P Tresadern; Cllr J Nixon; Cllr I Sadler; 
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce


ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
1
Welcome and Announcements
The Chairman welcomed the Councillors, the Unitary Councillor and the 5 members of the public members present to the Meeting.  The Meeting opened at 7:34pm.  

2
Present and/or Apologies

Cllrs Eardley, Tresadern, Sadler, Nixon and Edwards. Apologies were received from Cllr Groom.  Unitary Cllr R Aldcroft was present. 

3
Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 8th May 2018 – to receive
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes.  They were proposed as a true and accurate record by Cllr Tresadern, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  

4
Matters arising from the Minutes
No matters were raised. 

5
The Report from the Chairman of Norton in Hales Parish Council
Councillor Eardley gave his report rounding up the events of the municipal year 2018-19.   

6
Public Questions in respect of above report
A member of the public queried who will ‘own’ the proposed community car park. The Chair confirmed that the pub will let the community use the car park and the Parish Council will pay for the costs to ‘create’ it.  The Church, pub, School and sports field will all benefit from the use of the new car park. The Parish Council will lease the ground from the pub for 99 years, on a peppercorn rent.  There will be a tarmac-ed entrance and first row, then compacted stone. 
A resident thanked the Parish Council for its continued support of the community website.  8-900 visits each month from around the world.  Has now been running since 2004. The PC contributes annually to its support. The Chair thanked the resident for his comments and commented that the community site and Parish Council site sit well together.  
The poultry unit application is still pending – the resident queried if the PC will send a speaker to represent the PC if the application goes to the North Planning Committee for consideration.  Cllr Aldcroft has requested that it is heard by Committee which has been agreed to by the Case Officer.  The Action Group will make representation at the hearing.  Councillors discussed who could attend the hearing to make representation.  
A resident raised a local footpath which has been closed for in excess of 6 months. She understands that special permission has been given to extend the permission. Cllr Eardley confirmed that he has a meeting with the developers tomorrow to discuss their plans.  The time limits for development were discussed. Work has started on site but not much recent work has been done for 3 weeks. 4 houses have been sold and the roads are in.  The footpath will be tarmac-ed and retained.  The developers hope to be off site by end March 2020.  
The footpath at the back of Griffin Close is missing its original kissing gate. The Chairman confirmed that he has no knowledge of the whereabouts of the gate.  It has been proposed to make this path more user friendly for disabled access.   Garden waste and soil has been dumped onto the path from the houses.  This can be reported to Shropshire Council as fly-tipping. Dog fouling issues along this path and in the village. Requested more signage at remind people to clean up after their dogs.  Local difficulties with dog fouling issues were discussed.  Residents to investigate appropriate signage and give the Clerk details as to where signs are needed and what type/size etc.   Fixed penalty notices can be issued by the Parish Council – appropriate signage can be purchased.  
A resident commented that many footways in the village are becoming overgrown and unpassable.  One hedge is particularly overgrown and the resident has been asked to cut it back over the course of many years.  As a health and safety issue residents requested that the hedge be cut back.  PC to write to the owner to request the hedge is cut back to allow passage along the full width of the hedge.  Concerns have been raised on Health and Safety grounds.  

7
An opportunity for Members of the Parish to raise any matters for discussion

No matters were raised. 
There being no further matters to discuss, the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8:04pm.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF NORTON IN HALES

28/19
Election of the Chairperson 
Cllr Sadler proposed Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Nixon, all agreed.  Acceptance of office duly signed.
29/19
Election of the Vice Chairperson
Cllr Edwards proposed Cllr Groom (in his absence) seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. Cllr Eardley thanked Cllr Groom for his contribution to the Parish Council and the village.
30/19
Election of other officers as representatives to external bodies:
i)  
Emergency Planning: no representative appointed
ii)
GDPR Compliance officer – Clerk  (Parish Council as Data Controller)
iii) 
SALC/NSAC: Cllrs Eardley and Sadler
(Reproting from the last meeting, Cllr Eardley stated that Shropshire Council’s Leader, Cllr Peter Nutting had said that the Market Drayton electoral boundaries may be looked at again, perhaps by  2025)
iv) 
Place plan sub-committee:  Councillors agreed to have the Place Plan featured on the agendas more regularly to keep the document updated.  No need for committee. 
v) 
Village Hall Representatives: Cllr Groom 
vi)
 Playing Fields Committee Rep: Cllr Tresadern
Cllr Eardley reported that Neil Backus is content to continue to carry out inspections for the Parish Council.
31/19
Delegation of Authority: Delegation to the Clerk to respond to Planning Applications (in the absence of a scheduled Meeting for ‘routine’ applications)
This proposal was motioned by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Nixon, all agreed. 

32/19
Welcome /Present, Apologies and/or absent 
Five members of the public attended the Meeting. Cllr Groom sent apologies. 
It was noted that a request received from parishioner for a bin on the Horsewash has been withdrawn. 
33/19 
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests

Cllr Nixon declared an interest in the application for a poultry unit in Betton. He indicated that he would not participate in any discussions.
34/19
Requests for Dispensations of DPIs 

No requests received.
35/19
Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th March 2019 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes.  They were proposed as a true and accurate record by Cllr Edwards, seconded by Cllr P Tresadern, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

36/19
Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)

Blocked ditches – The Clerk was asked to report these again for attention.

37/19
Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs etc)
a)
Betton
No matters were raised
Cllr Nixon raised safety concerns over the A53 turning to Betton.  He suggested that white solid lines might stop vehicles overtaking approaching the refuge/junction.  Cllr Aldcroft to investigate. 

b)
Norton in Hales
Potholes were reported on the Adderley Road by Rooms Farm by the turning to Rigwardine.The potholes by Brand Hall Farm were marked but have not been repaired.
Highways Dept go live with their new teams on 1st June 2019.  12 out of 16 posts have been filled.  Looking for 4 new engineers. Taking on apprentices. Kier requiring greater level of supervision at the moment.  Will be having an account handlers going forward.  
Caution signs for chicane at Betton promised by 31/3 these have not materialised. Clerk to follow up.
c)
Road Closures if any to report 
A53 resurfacing is pending.
d)
Playground – to enable Councillors to report on works
Cllr Eardley gave an update on the playground works: the chains have been replaced on the swings, woodwork repairs and painting done. New cradle swing seats are being installed. Spare parts ordered which were £118 for 2 whereas new seats are £148 each – the parts were returned.  Grass on safety surfaces to be trimmed. Hole in wetpour to be mended. Cherry trees on green raised by residents as a concern. One requires attention.  To be actioned.

e)
Community car park - update

An update was given in the Annual Parish Meeting.  Clerk has informed the Case Officer that the car park is in the place plan and it is to be funded by the Parish Council, as such the Parish Council will not be commenting upon the application.
The Councillors discussed having an interpretation board for the village to show where all the footpaths are in the village to promote health and wellbeing within the community.  Clerk to cost up to feature it on the place plan for Neighbourhood Fund spend. To have in the centre of the village. Local walks are featured on the community website.  Local paths etc were discussed.  Some local paths are permissive.  

38/19
Joint Neighbourhood Plan – update/confirmation of next meeting/location; to receive minutes;  Receipt of the Minutes were noted.
Cllrs Sadler and Tresadern gave update.  Adderley and Moreton Say have sorted out community engagement questions for the children at the Schools. Cllr Tresadern is looking at this. The Group initially thought that it should be tailored for each parish. However all questions should now suit all. Renee Wallace to go to the schools to engage with the children about their views on the parish.  Blanket questionnaire for all children (living in the village or not).  
Residents responses from Norton well received.  CiL Neighbourhood Fund element will increase from 15 to 25% with a Parish Plan in place.  It was reported that Market Drayton may start their plan again.  Shropshire Council’s Local Plan will not be adopted until 2021. Market Drayton unlikely now to do anything until 2023.  Under the Local Plan 1200 houses are planned for Market Drayton.   Councillors discussed the Local Plan and call for strategic  development sites. There is no green belt land in North Shropshire.  

39/19
Correspondence – as received and circulated by email – to enable Councillors to raise any matters for discussion; to include letter of thanks from St Chad’s Church 
Smartwater -  next meeting
The In Bloom Group have requested additional funding this year – Councillors will consider this request under Finance.

Celebration evening: This was agreed to take place on  1st Tuesday in October 
Cllr Tresadern proposed a judge  for the Best Front Garden competition - to take forward – The judging will take place during the week commencing 5th august (National competition date) 
40/19
Planning 

i)
Applications: 

	19/01154/FUL

	Erection of a free range egg laying unit and associated feed bins, hardstandings and new highway access (resubmission of 18/04555/FUL)

	Proposed Poultry Unit To The North Of, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire, .
The Councillors discussed the ‘amendments’ received. It was noted that they appear to centre upon a technicality. Councillors agreed to maintain their objections as there were no significant changes refer to the previous application. Proposed by Cllr Edwards, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. 



19/01678/FUL  (validated: 15/04/2019)

Address:  Land Off Main Road, Norton In Hales, Shropshire

Proposal:  Change of use of land and formation of community car park; landscaping scheme and boundary treatment
No comment


19/01542/OUT  (validated: 04/04/2019)

Address:  Victoria Wharf, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4BH

Proposal:  Outline Application to provide 2 no. two storey dwellings
Councillors discussed the plans and agreed that the Parish Council objects to this application on the grounds that it would amount to development in open countryside which contravenes CS5 which states that all development should take place in a recognised named settlement permitting development. The location falls outside the Market Drayton boundary for development and is situated in Norton in Hales Parish, which for the purposes of the Local Plan is registered as rural countryside which does not permit development. This application is for open market dwellings and does not therefore meet any exception site need: the properties would not be conversions or for economic development/connected to employment etc. As such the Parish Council objects to the proposals as it is contrary to planning policy. Clerk to respond.  Cllr Nixon put forward a proposal to object, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. 

19/01138/FUL  (validated: 05/04/2019)

Address:  Dunstampyn, Forge Lane, Norton In Hales, TF9 4QN

Proposal:  Alterations in association with the erection of a single storey rear extension, conversion of loft space into living accommodation and amendments to windows
No objections

ii)
Decisions: 
19/00065/FUL  (validated: 07/01/2019)

Address:  Bungalow At, Victoria Farm, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4BH

Proposal:  Conversion and integration of attached storage building to existing residential dwelling

Decision:  Grant Permission

41/19
Housekeeping
The Clerk put forward policies and protocols for adoption.  Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the documents. 
· Standing Orders; 

· Risk Assessment; 

· Model Publication Scheme; 

· Press and Media Relations Policy; 

· Financial Regulations; 

· Code of conduct; 

· Grant giving policy; 

· Business resilience scheme; 

· Privacy Policy; 

· Complaints procedure; 

· Document Retention Policy; 

· Correspondence Policy; 

· Security Breach Protocol; 
Cllr Eardley proposed re-adopting all policies and protocols en masse, seconded by Cllr Nixon, all agreed. Changes to the Financial Regulations related to contracts over £25k were noted.

e)
Confirmation of Meeting dates/venue: All meetings to be held on alternate months, on the 2nd Tuesday at the Jubilee Hall were confirmed.
f)
To review Clerk’s membership of SLCC and Councils’ membership of SALC; 
All agreed  to continue with the memberships.
g)
Place Plans – feedback from Meeting/draft plan consideration

An overview of  meeting held in Market Drayton was given – Councillors agreed to discuss the review at an extraordinary meeting.

42/19
Highways/Environmental Health: 

i) Items to report for attention  


Covered under a previous item. 

43/19
Finance
a)  
Invoices/Payments & Receipts
All payments were proposed for approval by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Nixon, all agreed.
b) 
Bank reconciliation to year end, cash book and payments and receipts summary – The Clerk circulated spreadsheets outlining year end figures.  

c)
Completion of Annual Governance Statement (upon completion of audit) – to be taken forward to an extraordinary meeting for consideration as the internal audit is currently being undertaken.
d)
Completion of AGAR -  as above – to take forward  

d)
 Insurance renewal & payment : quotes for comparison – Councillors considered the insurance renewal and agreed t renew with Came & Company Insurance for a premium of £724.14 proposed by Cllr Nixon, seconded by Cllr Eardley, all agreed.
e) 
Applications for funding – to receive any applications – Request received from the In Bloom Group for an additional amount. Councillors discussed and agreed to donate an extra £400, proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Edwards, all agreed. 
f) 
Update of signatories for Bank mandate – Councillors discussed updating the Mandate and agreed to complete the necessary paperwork and submit to the Branch for updating.  Proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Tresadern, all agreed. 
g) 
Internal auditor’s report – to receive  (if available) –  Internal audit still being undertaken. Clerk to circulate once completed.
h) 
Annual grants – 
Councillors discussed and agreed to take this matter forward to July’s meeting.  
l) 
Annual return – consideration of application for exemption if applicable – Exemption from the External Audit process will not be applicable this year
m) 
Standing order amendment for Clerk’s salary & adjustment payment – completed for submission
n)
Schedule 2/4 waste – confirmation of completion of agreement form (Remote cemetery) – The Clerk confirmed that she had completed the paperwork and returned it to Shropshire Council

o)
Npower -  confirmation of Direct Debit setup – Councillors agreed to the direct debit instruction, proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Nixon, all agreed.
	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Cheque no
	Power of expenditure

	05/03/19


	Employee
	Salary
	£285.62


	so
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/04/19
	Employee
	Salary
	£300.66
	
	LGA 1972 s112

	04/03/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£71.40
	1517
	LGA 1972 s112

	05105/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£75.17
	1517
	LGA 1972 s112

	14/05/19
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£45.00
	1521
	Litter Act 1983 ss5-6

	30/04/19
	Came & Co
	Insurance
	£1522
	1522
	LGA 1972 s140

	12/04/19
	D Gresty
	Playground repairs
	£434.40
	1523
	LGA 1976 Misc Provs Act s19

	17/04/19
	Wicksteed
	Replacement swing seats
	£315.60
	1518
	LGA 1976 Misc Provs Act s19

	30/05/19
	Printerland
	Printer 
	£349.97
	1519
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/05/19
	Printerland
	Toner cartridges 
	£718.66
	1519
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/04/19
	Npower
	Supply
	£209.56
	1520
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	11/04/19
	Npower
	Supply
	£423.83
	1520
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	30/03/19
	Jubilee Hall 
	Room Hire
	£33.00
	1524
	LGA 1972 s111

	08/05/19
	Jubilee Hall 
	Room Hire
	£17.00
	1525
	LGA 1972 s111

	14/05/19
	NIH In Bloom
	Grant
	£800.00
	1526
	Public health Act 1875, s.164; Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9 &10

	Date
	Payee
	Reason for Payment
	
	
	

	25/04/19
	Shropshire Council
	Precept & Neighbourhood Fund
	46,230.85
	
	LG Finance Act 1992 s39

	15/04/19
	Adderley PC
	NP room hire charge refund
	£75.00
	
	LGA 1972 s111


44/19
Items for next Agenda/Parish Matters: 

An opportunity for matters of interest/concern to be brought forward for future discussion
No members of the public remained.  Councillors agreed to formulate a strategy for Neighbourhood Fund spend.  

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:16pm. 


Date of next Ordinary Meeting:9th July  2019
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