




Minutes

The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Ampfield Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Ampfield on Monday, 10th November 2008 commencing at 7.30pm.

PRESENT: 

Miss M. I. Rothwell (Chairman) – Presiding

Mr. E. H. Butcher, Mr. A. Clarke, Mr D. J. E. Gilks, Mr. M.D. Hatley, 
Mr J.A. Jones, Mr. B. W. Nanson, Mr. G. C. A. Roads, Mr D. Stevens
1547 
Apologies for Absence
An apology for absence had been received from Mr G. J. Choules who was unable to attend due to work commitments.
1548
Minutes 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 8th September 2008, having been circulated previously, were confirmed by the Meeting and signed by the Chairman. 
1549
Matters Arising from the Minutes 

There were no Matters Arising which were not covered by items on the agenda.


1550
Declarations of Interest
Miss Rothwell and Mr Hatley declared an interest in the Village Hall as they were Chairman and Treasurer respectively of the Village Hall Management Committee. Mr Hatley declared a further interest as Chairman of the Southern Test Valley Voluntary Transport Scheme.

1551
Public Participation
No members of the public were present.
1552
Composition of Council
Council had received advice from Test Valley Borough Council (TVBC) to continue with a membership of 11 Councillors. There would be no pressure on Council to fill vacancies should the normal election process fail to identify candidates. The Clerk would seek confirmation of this from the Head of Administration at TVBC.
1553
Recreation Ground
1553.1 
Progress Report
The boundary hedge to the west of the Recreation Ground was in need of attention. Council agreed the Finance Committee’s recommendation that the hedge could be improved by volunteer labour and in-fill planting at an estimated cost of £200. This would best be done over the winter months. 

1553.2 
Re-design of Entrance

The new barrier was now in place, tarmac had been laid and the fencing had been completed. No further work on the entrance was planned.
1553.3 
Football

The dismountable goalposts and the new nets had been received. Members of the football club would arrange for their safe storage on site. The electricity cables, which came over the south west corner of the Recreation Ground, had become a health and safety issue. It was possible to move the intended location of the football pitch slightly to avoid the cables but this was not considered to be the best solution. Mr Clark was in discussion with Scottish & Southern Energy about placing the cables underground. Mr Hatley would donate the services of a digger to cut the trench for burying the cables. In the meantime the pitch would not be marked out for play.
1553.4 
Car park
It was agreed that the construction of the car park would be deferred until the next financial year. 
1553.5 
Fund Raising for Pavilion
The Fund Raising Sub-Committee would have its first meeting on Monday 24th November 2008. This would be an informal meeting chaired by Mr Nanson to which other interested parties would be invited.
1554
Freedom of Information Act – new Publication Scheme
Council agreed to adopt and operate the new model Publication Scheme, introduced by the Information Commissioner’s Office, with effect from 1st January 2009. The Clerk would complete the model which would be placed on the website. A retention and charging structure would be developed. This was an opportunity to review old records held in the Village Hall. The Clerk would identify the documents held and agree with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman what documents should be retained and where they might best be stored.
1555
Financial Matters
1555.1  Accounts for payment
It was proposed by Mr. Nanson, and seconded by Mr. Jones, that the following accounts be paid:

Cheques to be signed at the meeting:



 £ (inc VAT)
Advert for Messenger





15.00

HALC - VAT training session




40.00

Impact Marcomm Ltd- Village Hall loop system

          4929.13

Ampfield Village Hall – hire



            122.00

G Roads- attendance at conference mileage



23.80

Office Expenses






98.20

D Matthews - November salary



             504.92

HM R & C - November payments



             180.93

D Matthews - December salary  



             504.92

HM R & C - December payments                                                            180.93

Remembrance wreath & donation*




 50.00










          6649.83

Payments made between meetings:




 £ (inc. VAT)


TVBC Ground Maintenance Contract


           1579.28



Panasonic - hire of photocopier




60.74

Information Commissioner- renewal for DP Act


35.00

Jordan Property Services- chancel search


             139.25









         1814.27

* presented at meeting




            
1555.2 
Income 
Receipts for the period had been high at £19498.82; this was largely due to receipt of the 2nd instalment of the Precept.

1555.3 Anticipated Expenditure
All Members had reviewed expenditure against budget for the period April-October 2008 and the forecast to March 2009 in detail at the Finance Committee meeting. Adjustments had been made to the forecast to take account of reduced expenditure on some items and the need to accommodate new projects. 

1555.4
Insurance
A revised schedule of assets had finally been received from Zurich together with a refund of £52.73 following an overpayment of the annual premium. Council agreed that the new goals and nets should be insured.

1555.5
Risk to Investments
In light of the recent difficulties experienced by some banks Council agreed in principle to spread its cash deposits over more than one financial institution. The Clerk would investigate suitable products which could be accessed locally. Miss Rothwell and Mr Gilks would then decide on which account best suited Council’s circumstances. 
1556
Budget & Precept 2009/2010
Members had received copies of the figures showing the Budget for 2008/2009, Actual expenditure to 31st October 2008 and Forecast Expenditure to 31st March 2009, with notes, at the Finance Committee meeting held immediately prior to the Council meeting. Figures had been discussed in detail and adjustments made. Council accepted the recommendations of the Finance Committee in relation to the Budget for 2009/2010. Taking account of the difficult financial situation, Council also accepted the Finance Committee’s recommendation that there should be no increase in the Precept for 2009/2010. Mr Gilks and the Responsible Finance Officer would recast the Precept in the light of reductions made to forecast and budgeted expenditure.
(Afternote: the Precept was set at £35411, a decrease of 7.12% compared with the previous year)

1557   Purchase of Speed Limit Reminder Sign
Mr Clark had met with representatives of TVBC and Braishfield Parish Council to determine locations for the Speed Limit Reminder Sign. Council agreed the locations, schedule of movements and costs proposed by Mr Clark. It was also agreed to review the operation and effectiveness of the sign after a year.
1558   Freehold of Chapel Wood
Searches to determine liability for repairs to the chancel of Hursley Parish Church had shown that neither Chapel Wood nor the Burial Ground were included in the parcels of land liable to such demands. It was expected that the vendors would sign the transfer documents shortly and that the conversion of Chapel Wood from leasehold to freehold would be completed before the year end.

1559  Review of Management Agreement & Code of Practice for the Burial Ground
The Revd. Gilks had formally accepted the functions of the Priest-in-Charge under the revised Management Agreement and Code of Practice for the Burial Ground.
1560  General Correspondence                                                                                                                                                                            
1560.1
Hampshire County Council (HCC) Circulars
Forum newsletter from Countryside Access Forum

Panasonic photocopiers – change to contract

Older Drivers Skills Scheme- request to publicize- Council agreed to put this on the website
Proposed electronic consultation notification- Council agreed to receive by e-mail
Annual Meeting of Transport Representatives

Royal British Legion Two Minute Silence Campaign

Brochures re travelling information in Hampshire
1560.2 Other Correspondence

Eastleigh Borough Council – Consultation on Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report & Issues for Core Strategy

Communities and Local Govt. – consultation on making & enforcement of byelaws Communities and Local Govt. -  consultation on changes to Code of Conduct 

Miss Rothwell & Mr Nanson were reviewing both consultation documents and would advise on Council’s response

To Mark Davis, Caroway about lack of progress with contract

South East England Regional Assembly, consultation on partial review of Gipsy & Traveller Accommodation Needs

Citizens Advice Bureau – invite to AGM

Information Commissioner- Freedom of Information Act New Publication Scheme Zurich – notification of business restructure

Letters to and from Revd. Gilks agreeing proposals for management of Burial Ground
Voluntary & Community Groups – Evolve – request to publicize- Council agreed to place on notice boards
Standards Board for England – Town & Parish Standard issue 3

Romsey Town Council – invite to join networking and social evening – Council agreed that Mr Clark, Mr Hatley and Mr Nanson would attend.
Letter from Tim & Laura Selwood about the 30 mph speed limit

CPRE Countryside Voice magazine, Autumn 08

1561
Reports
1561.1 
Planning Committee 
The following applications had been commented on after discussion on: 
11 September 2008
08/01853/FULLS 

Broadgate Farm Hook Road
08/02027/FULLS


11 Hook Road

08/02082/FULLS


14 Flexford Close

08/02097/FULLS


Two Oaks (Plot 1, 22 Beechwood Close)

08/00475/OUTS`


Land at Abbotswood Cupernham Lane

08/01909/FULLS


Hazelwood, Hook Road

6 October 2008
08/02253/TPOS


34 Hocombe Wood Road

08/02361/TPOS


Potters Heron Hotel

08/02360/TPOS


33 Flexford Close

08/02390/TPOS


23 Beechwood Crescent

4 November 2008
08/02436/FULLS 

38 Beechwood Crescent  

08/02544/TREES 

Whistle Cottage, Knapp Lane    

08/02556/TPOS  


St James Park, Baddesley Road

08/02566/TPOS


Forest Lodge, Knapp Lane

1561.2   Finance Committee
Council had discussed and agreed the recommendations of the Finance Committee which had met immediately prior to the Council meeting.
1561.3   Footpath Warden
Mrs Birtwistle had expressed concern about the difficulty in using of some of the paths, especially FP14 which was frequently blocked, and the generally poor state of the woodlands. Assurances had been given that the Forestry Commission would clear all runs and boundary woods within the next 3 months.
1561.4 
Test Valley Association of Parish Councils (TVAPC)
 Mr Butcher & Mr Stevens had attended a meeting earlier in the month and reported back on issues including the restructure of the Planning Department, the useful information which could be accessed via the planning portal and nominations to the Queen’s garden party.
1561.5 
Hampshire Association of Local Councils (HALC)
There was nothing new to report; HALC updates were available on their website.
1561.6 
Public Transport & Highway Liaison (PT&HL)
There was nothing new to report. 
1561.7   Ampfield Countryside Heritage Area
The Boxing Day walk was being arranged. The programme of talks had not yet been finalised.
1561.8
Campaign to Protect Rural England
There was nothing new to report.
1561.9
Village Hall Liaison

The hearing loop and amplification system had now been installed in the Village Hall. It would be tested shortly in a live situation as a comedy act was booked at the Hall within the next 2 weeks. New curtains were also in place. Improvements to the fire alarm system were to be tackled next. The extension of the lease on the Village Hall had been finalised. An unexpected fee from the solicitor to complete the transaction had been raised; Mr Hatley would investigate and report back to Council.

1561.10
School Governor

Mr Butcher reported the school was well run by a good teaching team. Pupil numbers, however, needed to be increased. The website was being updated as one of a number of measures to increase awareness of the school. Plans for further improvements to the premises were in hand. Football coaching was being offered to pupils and this had proved to be popular. Mr Butcher would advise the school that a formal approach needed to be made to Council about regular use of the Recreation Ground. Next year’s budget had been agreed by the Resources Committee ready for submission to the School Governing Body.
1561.11 Tree Wardens

There was nothing new to report.

1562      Parish Plan
There was nothing new to report; Parish Plan objectives were being met through a range of activities.
1563
Highway Matters

1563.1. Speed Limits A3090
The new 30mph speed limit on a section of the A3090 through the Village had been introduced in September. Some reservations had been expressed about the lowering of the speed limit but most comments received had been very positive. It was noted that there had been no warnings of the change to help motorists adjust. Mr Clark continued to work with TVBC engineers and others to bring about improvements at the junction of Jermyns Lane and the A3090 in anticipation of the Abbotswood Development. Proposals, which included the movement of the bus stop and the extension of the footpath, were being discussed. 

1563.2 
Pedestrian Refuge
It was noted that the pedestrian refuge was helping to slow down traffic and that the undertaking by vehicles at the bus stop had now ceased.

1563.3
 Safer Routes to School
 A fresh submission under the Safer Routes to School project would be made in January. The opportunity would be taken to consult the views of new parents.
 1563.4
Condition of road surfaces
The Chairman would write to the owners of Meadowbrook House to thank them for making good the damage to verges and other areas as a result of their building work. The recent wet weather had caused streams of water to run outside the Old Post Office in Knapp Lane. Also the usual body of water had formed at the bottom of Ampfield Hill although it was noted that Highways had attended to it very quickly this time. 
1564
Test Valley Borough Council
Mr Hatley reported on a number of issues including changes in the Heads of Services personnel at TVBC in the coming months, an increased rat problem as the creatures were becoming immune to the usual poisons and proposals for traffic calming on North Millers Dale which was used by motorists to avoid the lights at the junction of Baddesley Road and Hursley Road. The persistent flooding at the bottom of Ampfield Hill would be discussed at the next Hampshire Action Team meeting. It was noted that Eastleigh Borough Council had decided to resist the large development planned at Hedge End.
1564.1 Correspondence
Conservation Guidance Note for War Memorials

Notification about progress with the Local Development Framework Core Strategy
1565
Chapel Wood


1565.1
 Friends of Chapel Wood
The Friends of Chapel Wood had met with members and friends of Ampfield Parochial Church Council in October to clear away the bracken and Rhododendron encroaching on the Burial Ground. Bulbs had also been planted. The November session had been postponed due to heavy rain and another date had been proposed. The pond needed to be cleared and more bulbs would be planted around that area.

1565.2 
Work in the Woodland
Mr Roads had begun the regular review of risk assessment in Chapel Wood; documents would be issued to Councillors for comment. Council was pleased to accept the donation of a large magnolia tree which would be placed in Chapel Wood.

1565.3 
Burial Ground
A section of land had been fenced off for the placement of surplus soil as a result of grave digging. 
1565.4 
War Memorial

The Clerk would write to thank those who had helped make the War Memorial garden look so tidy and attractive on Remembrance Sunday. Mr Roads would organise a working party in the New Year to attend to both the War Memorial and the garden. Advice would be sought from the Conservation Team at TVBC about cleaning the Memorial and seat. It was agreed that an up to date evaluation of the Memorial and seat would be sought. 
1566
Date of Next Meeting
It was noted that the next meeting of the Council would be held on Monday, 12th January 2009 in the Village Hall, Ampfield commencing at 7.00pm.

 1567
Closure
The meeting closed at 9.36 pm. 
Chairman…………………………………………..

Date…………………………
PAGE  
613

