
  

MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF BROMPTON RALPH PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING HELD ON 6th JULY 2023 AT BROMPTON RALPH VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00pm

Attendees: Councillors J Elliott (Chairman), P Heard, D Holmes P Bainbridge (Clerk)
 
Members of the Public: 15 

Public Question Time: Members of the public were able to express their views to the Parish Council on the appeal to the enforcement notice at the time set aside for public participation on the agenda. All members of the public present made it clear that they objected to the appeal and that the enforcement notice should be adhered to. 

1. Apologies Accepted: Councillors S Baker, S Merritt & A Sellick 

Apologies also received from Somerset Council Cllrs S Pugsley & F Nicholson 

2. Declarations of Interest – none 

3. To Consider submitting a comment in relation to an appeal against an enforcement notice: 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 APPEAL UNDER SECTION 174 
Ref ECC/EN/19/00077 Site Address: Little Parks Farm, Gandstone Cross to Parks Lane, Brompton Ralph. TA4 3PS 
Alleged breach: 
1. The unauthorised siting of a mobile home for the use as a permanent residential dwelling 
2. The siting of unauthorised structures on the Land 
3. Storage of non-agricultural items on the land 

The Parish Council listened to the comments and concerns made from the members of the public. The Parish Council unanimously agreed to submit comments to object to the appeal of the enforcement notice as described above. 
The Clerk will prepare and submit the comments on the Planning Inspectorate Portal. 
See addendum attached below. 

The Chair Cllr J Elliott declared the meeting closed at 7.47pm 

Chair: Signed as a true and correct record 

Date: 
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Addendum 

Comments submitted to the Planning Inspectorate: 
• Brompton Ralph Parish Council considers that the enforcement notice was the correct course of action in response to the alleged breaches and should be upheld. 
• Brompton Ralph Parish Council is satisfied that the enforcement notice has been issued in accordance and within the necessary time scale. 
• Brompton Ralph Parish Council is aware that planning permission has been refused for the site and the reasons for its refusal have been outlined by the planning authority, as set out in policies contained in the West Somerset Local Plan to 2032. 
• The refusal of planning permission means the appellant does not have the right to a mobile home on the land as a permanent home and therefore the enforcement should be upheld. 
• Brompton Ralph Parish Council considers that due to the length of time the breach has been occurring delaying enforcement would prolong the current situation. 
• The Council wishes to reiterate that the Parish is a remote, rural, and sensitive area adjacent to the Exmoor National Park. The current occupation of the land and storage of non-agricultural items is out of keeping with the area, in which agriculture is the predominant business activity, and it is this that gives the area its character which needs to be safeguarded. 
• Development in this isolated rural location is not sustainable and would be reliant on the use of motor vehicles. The access to the site has been deemed unsafe on two occasions through planning applications which have been refused, and this will not change. 

Brompton Ralph Parish Council would like these comments, while not exhaustive, to be taken into consideration by the Planning Inspectorate. 

Brompton Ralph Parish Council would like to be kept informed of any decisions when they are made. 

The above comments were submitted to the Planning Inspectorate by the Clerk to the Council.
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