Parish News

West Meon & Warnford April 2024

Looking To The Light

It was just four short years ago that Easter had been cancelled as a celebration and churches
had been closed. However, we gathered in the street to bang our saucepans in thanksgiving for
the saving work of the NHS. We were looking forward to better times; reducing ‘r-rates’ put
hope in our hearts, but still we feared the much discussed ‘second spike’. There may be some
Easter parallels here for the Christian - a tangible insight into the pain and joy of the Easter
story, as we progress through the Easter season to Pentecost (Whitsun).

The first followers of “The Way’ and their leader Yeshua ben Yousef (Jesus), had faced many
challenges, but they were as nothing when compared to the events of that first Good Friday.
Early on the morning of the third day, many of the disciples remained despondent, they could
not even dare to hope that Jesus was alive. However, as the reports of the resurrection found
their way to them, several, and not least the women, became euphoric on hearing the news of
Jesus’ triumphant conquest over death itself, having given his life to save ours.

Despite the resurrection joy, those early followers remained fearful; frightened that they
too might lose their lives. The fishermen among them returned to their homes. Despite the
exuberance in the wake of the lifting of the first lock-down, we feared what could still happen
to us. When we glimpsed signs of the efficacy of the vaccines, our spirits lifted, tentatively at

first. The disciples’ spirits gradually lifted as reports of Jesus’ appearances increased in number.
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Plantation maintenance *

tel 023 9263 2418 * mob 07712 808081
www.treedocjoe.couk

- G orAon

Forestry and Arboriculture Ltd
Crown rednction/reshaping * Thinning/Deadwooding * Skilled tree removal * Fencing
Hedges * Tree planting * Woodland management * Stump grinding
Professional qualifications * Iusured in all aspects of forestry and tree surgery

For a personal and caring service contact Joe Gordon

24 hour emergency call-out

Free quotations

)
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'DROXFORD ANTIQUES'

Still buying & selling antiques of all descriptions.
Sourcing service, valuations & probates.
Repairs & restorations carried out in our own workshop.

Beautiful hand sewn curtains, blins &
upholstery made especially for you.

The Old Bakery, High Street, Droxford SO32 3PA
Telephone: 01489 878800 + Mobile: 07973 551519
mary or mark@droxfordantiques.co.uk

Call in or contact us for free, professional & confidential advice
@/
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West Meon Village Shop

& Cuppacheeno Café

SHOP:
» Wide range of everyday
essentials

« Daily delivery of fresh fruit
and veg

« Artisan bread and pastries

« Gifts, cards and more

« Dry-cleaning service

« Pop-up Post Office on
Tuesday and Thursday
mornings

CAFE:

* Breakfast, lunch, coffee
and cake

* Bike- and dog-friendly
« Sunny courtyard garden

Shop open:
Mon to Sat 7.30 am to 5pm
Sun 7.30 am to 1pm

Café open:
9amto 3pm
every day

Find us on:

High Street, West Meon. Tel: 01730 829310
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SILVERBROW

KITCHENS AND INTERIORS

01264 334111

silverbrowkitchens.co.uk
Designing and instafling beautiful kitchens since 2001

Hampshire’s leading kitchen specialist

Gemma Holistics

in Warnford

Complementary Therapies for Mind, Body & Soul
Reflexology - Reiki
Indian Head Massage
The therapies work alongside medical treatments
gemma@gemmaholistics.co.uk

07749 425 999
www.gemmabholistics.co.uk

West Meon Village Hall

Hourly rates for Parish residents:
MAIN HALL £13.00 ¢ SMALL HALL £9.00
Fully Equipped Kitchen - Large Car Park
Tables, Chairs etc. can be hired out
Party and non-Parish rates on application

For information and bookings, contact

Hazel Town: 01730 829584

westmeonvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk




Uncertainty remained for us even in the latter stages of the pandemic; uncertainty lay ahead
of the disciples as Jesus warned them of his departure from their sight.

The effect of the pandemic cast an enormous, dark shadow over the whole world; the pain
for so many has been quite unlike anything else that most of us have ever experienced. The
death on the cross of Jesus also brought darkness. It must have shattered those who gave up
their livelihoods to follow him; it must have brought utter despair to those who had been filled
with hope by his teaching and by the way he treated even the marginalized; it surely enraged
those who thought he would raise an army and cast the Romans out of Judaea; and it must
have brought profound grief to those who loved him.

The horrific statistics of the pandemic were not the end of the CoViD-19 story — vaccinations,
medication and wonderful care reversed the progress of this virus — the science and the humanity
of our medical professionals brought us hope. For Christians, Good Friday is not the end of
the story. Easter Day, and all that it commemorates, still brings hope, light, and life into our
broken world. We should never take for granted the joy at the news that the stone had been
rolled away of that 1st century tomb as it its occupant had risen.

It was not so long ago that communities, like ours, brought light, joy and comfort out of
the darkness of the pandemic. We, and especially the youngest among us, are still building
up our lives after the lasting effects of the pandemic, and how much better happens when we
work to help one another.

New meaning can emerge after times of sadness, pain, and loss. There is the real hope of
joy and companionship with each other before God at such times. Gratitude for the new light
and the new life means that we remember what has been, but we remain hopeful and become
strengthened for what lies ahead.

May all that we have learned in the pandemic about ourselves and each other, about hope
and compassion, never be forgotten, just as God never forgets us, sending his own Son to suffer
and die and rise again for us. Out of that suffering came The Light of the World, I pray for
light and joy for every one of you and for all those that you love through the whole season of
Easter this year and evermore.

Fr. Tony

Warnford Snowdrop Sundays

We have endured extremely wet weather but come February we were generously allowed
by Andrew and Candi Sellick to open the gates on Sundays to visitors to enjoy Warnford Park
and the glorious Snowdrops.

The ground was not forgiving but visitors came in huge numbers, and unfortunately, we
were unable to open on the final Sunday due to ground conditions.

But...the generosity of the visitors over three Sundays brought in £6,901. An amazing
amount of revenue which helps keep the pretty Warnford Church going.

None of this would be possible without the wonderful team of volunteers — car parkers,
welcomers, organists, tea ladies, and sellers in the Church Shop and the Snowdrops. Without
their continued support these glorious Snowdrop Sundays in February would not be possible.

Thank you all and we look forward to seeing you all in February 2025!

Angie Trenchard
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MacDonald Oates 11.P SOLICITORS

Leading Client Service

Residential Property
Family Law

Mediation Services

Wills, Probate & Trusts
Litigation & Dispute Resolution
Employment Law

Company & Commercial
Commercial Property

Petersfield Office

Tel: 01730 268211 | Fax: 01730 261232
www.macdonaldoates.co.uk
|

Wednesdays

6.30 - 7.45pm

Fridays

9.00 - 10.00am

West Meon Village Hall

PHYSIO LED YOGA SESSIONS

Friendly, relaxed & inspiring.
Suitable for complete beginners, people
with injuries & more experienced students.

Classes incorporate —
fitness ¢ strength ¢ flexibility
mindfulness e stress relief

Private sessions and sports massages available

& “' |

yoga@molliemorris.com gificlliemorris.com
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Oliver 3,
Chimney _/ ‘
Sweep

Experienced member of the
Guild of Master Sweeps

Insurance approved certificates
issued with every sweep

Professional, clean
brush and vac system

02392 787967
info@oliver-chimney-sweeps.co.uk

THE

COUNTRY
HOUSE

COMPANY

Sales | Lettings | Management

Selling, Letting & Managing properties
in West Meon & Warnford

www.countryhousecompany.co.uk

01730771222 HB A
in o)




JAVARVYS P

THE MUSCLE HELP FOUNDATION
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VERY PRECIOUS...

Trustees sought for East Hampshire based charity supporting

children with Muscular Dystrophy across the UK
The Muscle Help Foundation (MHF) charity operates out of East Hampshire (Clanfield)

- where its vital work continues to deliver transformational interventions called Muscle Dreams

for vulnerable children and young people (8—28yrs) living with Muscular Dystrophy across the
UK. Its founder and CEO, Michael McGrath MBE DL, is seeking new trustees.

Are you are looking to make a difference? Perhaps you've had a successful career and now
you want to give something back. Maybe you have time and skills. Perhaps you are looking to
bring a fresh perspective as part of your career building aspirations. 2024/25 is a pivotal time
for the charity as it celebrates its 21st anniversary. MHF is actively seeking new trustees to
join its Board. The charity wants to hear from passionate people with the right blend of skills,
knowledge and experience to support it as it moves closer to realising its 657 mission (one
experience for every muscle in the human body). Reach out if you have skills in the following
areas: Safeguarding, Hospice insight, Fundraising, Financial (supporting MHF’s treasurer), PR/
Press, Human Resources (recruitment, policy management), Corporate partnerships.

What'’s involved — Trustees have a legal duty, so it’s not a role to be taken lightly. Put simply,
charities that function well have good people who believe fundamentally in the cause but also
understand the importance of oversight, governance, strategy and development. Having trustees
with the right skills is invaluable.

More information — Head to: https://www.musclehelp.com/vacancies/trustees-for-multi-
award-winning-uk-charity. Contact — If you are interested in learning more or wish to have
an informal chat about this opportunity, please contact Michael McGrath MBE DL, founder
and CEO of the Muscle Help Foundation charity. Email: michael@musclehelp.com. Website:
www.musclehelp.com and www.michaelmcgrath.co.uk. Michael McGrath MBE DL
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G. RIXON LTD.

ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS

01329 834600 enguiries@g-rixon-ltd.co.uk

www. g-rixon-Itd. co. uk

We carry out small jobs such as attending to faulty light
fittings and dripping taps, to larger jobs such as complete
rewires and replacement bathrooms. We are disabled
adaptation specialists and install level access showers
and accessible kitchens.

G. RIXON LTD. Wynot Heath Road Soberton Hampshire S032 3PQ

ADRIAN HOARE
TREE SURGEON

07825 730687
www.aphtreecare.co.uk 3
info@aphtreecare.co.uk

Tree Surgery
Hedge Maintenance
Site Clearance
Fencing

Hampshire - Surrey - West Sussex

Call for a free guot

Ox ermadl: the Lay

Petersfield
Framing
Studios

Bespoke picture framing service.
All types of work undertaken.
Large choice of materials.

Tel. 01730 269926.

www.petersfieldframing.co.uk

We aim to efficiently H\
solve your home and
Business computer needs.

@‘j

J

T
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For a friendly, no obligation qu;te call:
Chris Guénier
01489 890738 or 07962 641796

http://www.cps-ltd.org.uk
info@computerproblemssolved.co.uk

=

Architectural Interior Design,
Remodelling & Refurbishment

Contact Stephen Dick on
07976 723 425 or

RESIDENCE

INTERIOR DESIGN

The Old Stables, West Meon
www.residenceinteriordesign.com

STUDIO 6

High quality colour print at competitive prices
Professional graphic design * Business & private stationery
Leaflets & flyers « Posters, banners & signage

Y detiver Iy the Vifeon “Yelloy!

PLEASE CONTACT US VIA PHONE OR E-MAIL
01329 832933 - print@studio-6.co.uk

www.studio-6.co.uk
Mark Hamilton - Carpenter

Repair * Maintain * Preserve * Made to order

No job too small
Painting * Sheds
Doors ¢ Gates

Sliding sash windows
Property Maintenance
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Meon Valley
Community Bus
Association Timetable
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West Meon Primary School

Musicians from Y4 to Y6 joined with other small schools at Dunhurst on 28th February
culminating in a performance for parents, which was very impressive.

As I write, the Owls are visiting the Science Centre in Winchester and later in the week Foxes
are visiting the Living Rainforest. The week after Hedgehogs are visiting Portchester Castle.

The children dressed up for World Book Day as their favourite characters and focussed on
reading activities, and later this week they are dressing in red to raise money for Sports Relief.

The end of term will see the traditional egg rolling and decorating, judged by Mr Major, as
well as our instrumentalists performing in the church in the evening.

The Maths workshop for parents was well attended and there will be a follow up session.
February parents’ evenings were well attended and everyone was pleased with the progress
being made by their children.

I'was honoured to be nominated as a Community Education Champion by Flick Drummond
MP, who has visited the school on many occasions. I was invited to 10 Downing Street for a
reception with Damien Hinds, Minister for Education on the 12th March and I discussed small

\ —— —===x"TM BN chools and funding with
\llh'\;%-:-— - e “ W him. Flick also showed
me around the House of
Commons and Lords, and
in June I will be taking
¢ the School Council up
¥ to London, so Flick can
81 show them around as

well.

The governors have
been holding drop ins for
parents and prospective
candidates have been
looking around the school
| for the post of headteacher,
with interviews to be held
just before the end of
term.

We have welcomed a
new child into the current
Year R and we still have a
few places for Year R in
September. Please look at
our website to see all of
the activities we offer.

Julie Kelly,

Headteacher
P ; ;

BRI
Photo: Julie Kelly at No. 10 Downing Street supplied by | Kelly
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West Meon Village Shop

As in recent years, through March and into April we stock an impressive selection of Easter
fare in the Shop, including Easter eggs and chocolates, cakes and biscuits, along with an extensive
range of attractive cards, fresh cut flowers and potted plants, much of which is showcased in
our stunning Easter display.

Do please check to renew your 200 club raffle if you haven’t already done so. Most of you
have opted to use the standing order method but those who gave cheques or cash may need
to renew soon, please check your statements. (One less job or us to do). It is a great way to
support your community shop. The prizes are £40, £20, £10 and £5 in February, June and
October; and £200, £100, £50 and £25 in April, August and December.

West Meon Village Shop Committee
Volunteering

As you probably know, our lovely Village Shop is owned by the Community, managed by
the charismatic Rachell and employs very few paid staff. The rest of the team you see behind the
counter are unpaid volunteers and undoubtedly without their help the shop would not survive.

We are currently looking for additional volunteers to join the team and contribute to this
important work. If you can spare just two hours every fortnight pop in to see Rachell, or e-mail

wmvsoffice@gmail.com, to learn more about this exciting opportunity and register your interest.
Jane Nicholson
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Why do toads cross roads?

During breeding season frogs and toads naturally try to migrate back to the bodies of water
where they originally spawned so they can mate and lay eggs. Unfortunately, manmade structures
like roads and fences can provide difficult obstacles for wildlife to cross over, especially as they
grow into larger adults and are unable to slip back through the holes they first came through.
It is estimated that a staggering 20 tonnes of toads are killed on UK roads every year.

During February, Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust rescued 170 toads and 7 frogs,
thanks to the efforts of the Swanwick Lakes Education and Engagement team.

The team carefully collected and counted the toads and frogs, including mating pairs, from
along a security fence line. They were then safely released onto the other side of the fence to
continue their migration to their breeding grounds, and so are now able to spawn the next
generation.

-

Photo: Common frog © Gemma Paul

Frogs are both predators and prey, which makes them an important part of the food chain.
They provide a vital source of food for several species, as well as helping to control populations
of others. They are also considered an indicator species as they are very sensitive to changes in
their environment (both aquatic and terrestrial) and their permeable skin makes them especially
vulnerable to pollutants. Monitoring populations of indicator species can be an important way
to pick up on early warning signs of environmental changes or damage to natural habitats and
ecosystems.

Page 10



There are only four native species of frog in the UK of which two are toads. Toads are a type
of frog but they have shorter legs, broader noses and drier (and bumpier) skin, which allows
them to survive for longer in dry conditions compared to most other frogs. Toads also produce
bufotoxin via their skin to defend themselves from predators. Unfortunately, toad populations
in the UK have been steadily declining due to habitat loss, pollution and climate change.
Because of this they are listed as a biodiversity priority species under the Natural Environment
and Rural Communities (NERC) Act (2006).

Swanwick Lakes Nature Reserve is owned by NATS and managed in partnership with
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust. Several amphibians call the reserve home, including

,Jf\ three species of newt. They provide a vital source of food for other wildlife

S including herons, grass snakes and badgers, plus dragonflies and damselflies.
? o5 ” For more information about toads and frogs please visit: www.hiwwt.
org.uk/wildlife-explorer/amphibians.

Gemma Paul, Centre Assistant, Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust

P

.

-

Rainfall report for February/March
February was a very wet month even by
normal standards; we recorded rain on 24 out

of the 29 days. There were 8 days with over
10 mms and only 5 days without any rain.
The 9th was the wettest day with 32.3mms
(1.277). March has been marginally better
with 5 rainless days out of the first 15 and has
given 56.6mms. (2.237).

January 2024
92.6mms (3.64”)

January 2023
139.5mms (5.49”)

February 2024
182.7mms (7.19”)

Total for January-February 2024
275.3mms

The first 15 days of March
56.6mms (2.227)

For those that say it has been the wettest
winter for many years from our records it is £ o
actually number seven since 1974. The wettest [ &
‘winter’, December Ist to end of February §
was 2013-14 with 717 mm, compared to our |
420mm this ‘winter’.

- F e

Peter Short

Photo of road just past Vinnels Lane by Jenna Farminer
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Services in the Upper Meon Benefice
Sunday 7th April

8am East Meon. Holy Communion.
9am Warnford. Benefice Mattins.
10.30am East Meon. Benefice Eucharist.

Sunday 14th April
8am East Meon. Holy Communion.
9am Langrish. Benefice Service of the Word.
10.30am West Meon. Benefice Eucharist.

Sunday 21st April
8am East Meon. Holy Communion.

9am Warnford. Benefice Holy Communion.
10.30am East Meon. Benefice Service of the Word - All Age Worship.

Sunday 28th April
8am East Meon. Holy Communion.
10.30am Langrish. Benefice Eucharist.
10.30am West Meon. Benefice Service of the Word
followed by Annual Parochial Church Meeting at 11.50am.
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The Great Mother's Day Litter Pick 2024 - Match Report

¥ i w W Lo}
o r =, \ ) \
4 3 il )

The threatened rain stayed away on Sunday 10th March, and although our numbers were
depleted by motherly duties, a well-experienced and motivated group of hardy licter-pickers
from West Meon and further afield, cleared an impressive stretch of the A32 in both directions,
as well as all the way up Station Road and from East Meon almost all the way to West. Had
more people come forward to help, we would have made it to Loomies (for the first time!) and
could have admired Zanna Jarrett's good work from the prior weekend, but it is encouraging
to hear that a group from Woodlands and the 'Privett Pickers' are to head out by the time you
are reading this to clear an area to the North of the lights.

Rich pickings this year included £30 (thank goodness for plastic notes), a broken mobile
phone and a credit card on the A32, as well as a passport, driver's licence, credit card and
earphones from Lippen Lane (which have been returned to their owner in Bishops Waltham!)
A sodden mattress that has taunted us for several seasons, was finally removed by the East
Meon/Drayton Collective and a pair of tights were found up Station Road (no known owner!)

When walking the dogs 'post picking', we found a pair of number-plates (pictured) at the
old station, which seem to have come from a Honda - a worrying sign of more illicit behaviour
in the village.

Special thanks to our regular pickers, in no particular order, representing West Meon;
Hugh Morris, Tim Main, Ingolv Urnes, David Jeffers, Peter Smith, Emma and Simon Barry,
Fi and Dom Duckworth and Jo Ringrose-Voase; representing Drayton Bridge; Melissa, Al and
Luke Lacey (and friend Bina) with Anna and Al Coad; representing East Meon; Lou Bushell,
Emma Gaisford and Clare de Lotbiniere; representing Meonstoke; Nick, Mollie, Tommy and
Martha Masters.

James Ulph
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R.G. GRAY
& SON
PAINTER & DECORATOR

Four Continuous Generations

TELEPHONE:

02380 407395

Whinburgh, Portsmouth Road, Old Netley
Southampton, Hampshire SO31 8ET

BURRQW <

Septic Tank Owners
take note...

Due to the phosphate pollution
problem, we are operating a
septic tank replacement scheme
using private funding.

Register online today

01935 507 508

St e T o P

NATURAL GARDENS

ANGELA PALMERTON wcitort, wpsca

Gardening with Nature in Mind

WILDLIFE GARDENING
CONSULTANCY AND ADVICE
NATURAL LANDSCAPE & GARDEN DESIGN

BORDER & PLANTING DESIGNS
SPECIALIST PRUNING

A e
07789 293591

angela@natural-gardens.co.uk
www.natural-gardens.co.uk

Helping people to create and manage
ecologically diverse gardens and
landscapes

LANDMARK

Meon Valley Studio
Design, Planning, Architecture
& Land Management

landmark-design.co.uk +44 {0) 1489 899 033

3 /imdarchitectural (@) @lmd_architecture
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W.I. Report April 2024

Our next meeting on 8th April 2024 at West Meon Village Hall will be our Annual
General Meeting and it will be run by Kathy Winter from W.I. County Headquarters. We
need nominations for Committee members and our present Officers who are standing again
will need to be approved by our members. We are also having a flower arranging competition
and the subject will be a small jug of flowers from your garden. We hope to have lots of entries
and they will be judged by Kathy.

We had a very different style of talk at our meeting on 11th March which was entitled
“The Body Through the Porthole’ by Steve Herra, where we, the audience, played the jury ata
murder trial! This was a true story set on the Durban Castle on a 15 day voyage to South Africa
where one of the passengers, a young actress, disappeared from her cabin and one of the ship’s
stewards, James Camb, was accused of her murder, although her body was never found and it
was assumed that her body had been disposed of through her cabin porthole. Steve asked each
of the W.I. members present their opinion of whether James Camb was guilty or not and he
certainly did not get a unanimous decision! In 1948 James Camb was tried in The Great Hall
at Winchester, and the Jury were out for only 45 minutes before coming back with a Guilty
verdict. He was sentenced to death, but this was changed to life imprisonment for 20 years
after which he was released on licence. We all throughly enjoyed our afternoon!

Looking forward to seeing you all at the AGM on 8th April,

Sue Kinlochan

West Meon Village Fete Saturday 8th June

o 4 ' g ,
We need YOUR heipi = ' !‘ i B ‘
To make our annual fete UGE success we VVOL TEERS to:

. help on stalls during the afternoon esp. cakes, plants, books and bric-a-brac

. organise parking (1 of 2 shifts)

. erect gazebos/set up tables in the morning & take down later

. help with children’s activities -

. man the gate to welcome visitors

. sell raffle tickets outside our shop on the 3 Saturdays beforehand /|

we also need DONATIONS of: \
. cakes & scones, books, bric-a-brac, plants and bottles |

. tombola (new/unwanted gifts please) :

. Union Jack bunting (to borrow for the day) g ‘2 hy

. Gazebos (to borrow for the day) iy T

Please respond and make this the best fece EVER! FRTIR ITAY

Susan Berry 829014/07941096308 susanclareberry@gmail.com
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Parkmsons UK Coffee Mornlng Fnday 19th April 10am-12pm

I will be holding a
coffee morning and raffle
in aid of Parkinson’s UK
at Grange Cottage, West
Meon, on Friday 19th
April between 10am and
midday.

Come and enjoy a
~ drink and chat with
friends in my mum’s
beautiful garden whilst
raising money for such
an important cause.

If you are too far away
to walk, please park in
the village hall car park
and walk across the main
road.

I will be selling tea,
coffee and cake. There
will also be a small raffle.

On 16th June T will
be taking part in the
London to Brighton Bike
Ride in memory of my
dad, Mike Stribling, who
lost his battle with the
disease last year.

This cycle ride will
be in aid of Parkinson’s
Photo: Helen’ London to Brighton Cycle for Parkinsons UK UK, to help raise funds

for further research and

support for families living with this degenerative condition.
If you could spare a few pounds and would like to sponsor me, please visit my justgiving
page which you can find here:

hteps://www.justgiving.com/page/helensbigcyclingchallenge?utm
medium=fundraising&utm content=page%2Fhelensbigcyclingchallenge&utm

source=email&utm campaign=pfp-email
Helen Fewkes

About the charity Parkinson’s UK

‘Anyone can get Parkinson’s. It gets worse over time and there’s no cure. Yet. Funding
research into the most promising treatmentsmeans we're getting closer to a cure. Until then,
we're improving life for people with Parkinson’s, and the people in their lives. Together we'll
find a cure.

Page 16



All aspects of
interior decorating
as well as
Tiling « Plastering

-3

SJM Decorating

Call Steve Mitten on
07818 061650

Stevemitten69@gmail.com

TELEPHOMNE: 01730 B59764 = MOBILE: 07881 276754

Emai: infodivaied -+oolng ook « wivs ritd-matng. oo wkiwesl-meen

West Meon Sports Club Pavilion
Hiring Charge £10 per hour

Price includes lighting, heating and hot water. Fully equipped
kitchen. 50 place settings.

Large tent for hire: 8m x 4m steel ridge frame (2m eaves)

For further details for hiring and bookings please contact
Mary Edwards 01730 829689 or email:
maryandrory@btinternet.com

Tables, BBQ, heating chafers, china, cutlery & glassware for hire.

To advertise in this box
please contact Helena Gomm

on

01730 829741

helenagomm40@gmail.com

West Meon Community Cinema

The Korean evening on 8th March was a great success — it was definitely a first for the village
hall kitchen to host the preparation of a selection of authentic Korean dishes, all masterminded
expertly by Sunny Haigh. Having enjoyed our Korean food we were then treated to a beautifully

made film which tackled the universal topics of coming of

age, love, career, marriage and life’s dreams.

There has been a change of programme for the April
film as the distributors have been unable to confirm the
release date of “Napoleon”. We will now be showing “One
Life”, a biographical drama based on the true story of
British humanitarian Sir Nicholas Winton as he looks back
at his efforts to help Jewish children in German occupied

Czechoslovakia to hide and flee in 1938-39 before the

outbreak of WW?2.
Tickets £7 available...

On line via Ticketsource.co.uk/west-meon-village-hall §

On the door — cash or card
In the village shop — cash only

Doors open at 7pm — bar, snacks, icecreams

Film programme commences at 7.45pm.

Rosemary Morrish

Ml'|-|hn Hﬂlvllll

ONF LIFE
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West Meon Parish Council & Warnford Parish Meeting News

A-Frames for publicising events

WMPC has recently been made aware that the land at the post box (opposite the butcher’s)
belongs to Hampshire Highways and, therefore, if parishioners wish to display an A-Frame
they will first have to obtain a licence from Winchester City Council (WCC). Please contact
WCC on 01962 840 222 for further details of how to obtain a licence. WMPC will amend
its A-Frame and Banner Advertising policy accordingly. Banners for display at The Cross will
still need permission from WMPC and are permitted for a maximum period of two weeks.
New play equipment at the Recreation Ground

WMPC is pleased that the new play equipment is being installed and hopefully will be ready
for use in April. More news will be found on “We Are West Meon’, on completion. WMPC is
still deciding the future of the existing small children’s play area.
Report from the West Meon Safe and Sound Working Group

WMPC was pleased to receive a report from the traffic and speed group. WMPC members
will read this report. The item will be on the agenda for the April/May WMPC meeting. The
Chairman and Clerk thank the group for their ongoing work.
Traffic speed monitoring

Related to the item above, WMPC are investigating the installation of a moveable speed
monitoring device that can be installed at differing locations in the parish to gather data on
vehicle speeds. This is part of WMPC’s response to parishioners’ concerns about traffic flow
and speeds across the parish.

Stagecoach bus service 67 and the Meon Valley Community Bus

Parishioners will know of the threat to the 67 bus service after April 2025. WMPC is
continuing to lobby HCC to maintain their support for this service. WMPC is also considering
how it can work with other parish councils in the Meon Valley and on the route of the 67 bus
to maintain the public bus service or make increased use of the Meon Valley Community Bus.
Flooding in West Meon

Parishioners know that the amount of rain this year has brought weeks of road and property
flooding, especially at East End. WMPC is moving to employ a hydrologist to investigate the
flood risk and make recommendations for reducing risk and actions riparian land owners can
take to alleviate some flooding.
West Meon Village Hall Car Park

WMPC is applying to SDNP CIL funding for monies to help increase the size of the car
park at the Village Hall. This would involve removing the existing small children’s play area and
relocating it to provide new car parking space. This process would not happen immediately as
planning permissions and plans etc would need to be drawn up. However, WMPC is aware of
the pressure on the car park and is looking to take action.
New WMPC members

The Chairman and Clerk are delighted to welcome two new parish councillors to WMPC.
They are ClIr Hannah Davies and Cllr Virginia Burke. WMPC is very pleased that we now
have representation from Woodlands West Meon on the Parish Council.
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Warnford Parish Meeting

Information relating to WPM can be found on its website, which also has details of local
facilities & services, village news and events etc. Please sign up for Alerts so that you will be
informed of forthcoming events etc. The Chair has an email distribution list for parishioners
which is used to notify of Parish Meetings (there are two per year, in May and November)and
other parish related matters. If you would like to be added to this list, please email the Clerk.
The website Alerts system no longer covers local planning applications but, as explained on
the website, you can register with South Downs National Park Authority to receive details of
these by email.

The WPM AGM will be held on 23rd May, 7.15 for 7.30pm in the Village Hall, all
parishioners welcome. Please send any suggestions for the Agenda to the Clerk. Papers relating
to the AGM will be posted on the website in advance of the AGM.

West Meon, Warnford, Winchester City and Hampshire CC Contacts

‘West Meon Parish Council
Jo Tester

Clerk to WMPC
clerk@westmeon-pc.gov.uk

02392 632106

Angie Trenchard
Chair, WMPC

Mac Edwards,
Vice Chair WMPC

Robin Gedye, WMPC
Graham Silk, WMPC
Allan Thomson, WMPC
Chris Waller, WMPC

West Meon Parish website
www.westmeon-pc.gov.uk

Warnford Parish Meeting

Mark Rogers, Chair

chairman@warnfordparish.co.uk

Lucy Hutchinson, Clerk
warnfordclerk@gmail.com

Warrnford Parish website
www.hugofox.com/community/warnford-
village.7802/about-us

Winchester & Hants County Councillors

Winchester City Councillors
Neil Bolton 01962 771256
nbolton@winchester.gov.uk

Jerry Pett 01489 877633
jpett@winchester.gov.uk

Hampshire County Councillor
Subject to by-election

Member of Parliament for Meon Valley
Flick Drummond
01962 679920

Flick.drummond.mp@parliament.uk
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The Alresford
Accountants

Full range of Accountancy, Taxation &
Payroll services tailored to suit your
needs

e Licensed to provide non-contentious
Probate services by the ICAEW

® Inheritance Tax Planning

e Tax Return & CGT Residential Return
help

e Farming and Equine Specialists
e Small business consultancy & business
start up

® Auditing services available through
Butler & Co Audit Limited

Please contact us:
T: 01962 735544
E: infobutler@butler-co.co.uk
Butler & Co Alresford Limited,
The Dean, Alresford, SO24 9BH
www.butler-co.co.uk

CHAMBERLAINS
FAMILY SOLICITORS

We can help youwithawide range of legal servicesincluding
Residential Conveyancing, Probate and Wills,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Commercial Property

RED LION STREET (Off High Street)
BISHOP’S WALTHAM TEL: 01489 896141
info@chamberlainslaw.co.uk

CHIAANEY
SWEEP

# Professional & comprehensive service

# Stringent dust control methods observed
+ No mess guarantee

# Nest guards & weather cowls fitted

+ Shaftinspection & airflow testing

* Multi-fuel (MF) appliances repaired

# MF stove accessories fabricated

+ Callstakensevendays aweek

01962 734029 (Home)
or 07721 458067 (Mobile)

WATER SOFTENERS

—FAMSLID ———

Water softener repairs (all makes)
No call-out charge
Can fully recondition with a guarantee
New softeners supplied and installed
10 years guarantee

E-mail: info@amsmayfair.co.uk
Tel: 01256 768171 « Moh: 07836 247694

tevdene Tree Care

All aspects of Tree Wark Undertaken

Tree Removal | Reductions | Stump Grinding
Hedgecutting | Planting

07443 583 653

alexwilll2@icloud.com
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DON'T BE STUNG BY WASPS OR PRICES!!
5t WASP NEST DEALT WITH

in this area

Distount rate for 2 or more nests
Discount rate for 0APs

call: APOLLO PEST CONTROL

01420 489144 / 07703 515567 "
We also deal with fleas, mice, moles, rats, cockroaches, 9‘59)1)
rabbits, pigeons, fox and deer control etc

HIGH QUALITY METALWORK

WILLIAM NORMANDALE

BLACKSMITH

Curtain'poles & finials Gates
Handrails Railings

Door knockers & latches Well covers
Pergola Window grilles

TELEPHONE: 07515 775938
Email: williamnormandale@gmail.com

Penn House, Wheely Down Forge, Wheely Down Road, Warnford S032 3LG




Froxfield Choir

Duke Ellington — Sacred Concert at Holy Trinity, Privett on Saturday 15th June 2024.

Fresh from the success of our latest concert in Lyminster, Froxfield Choir is now rehearsing
for our annual summer concert in Privett. The March concert was our first away from home
for some time. The summer concert is going to be another exciting departure from the norm,
as we foray into the world of jazz with Duke Ellington’s Sacred Concert. Ellington called this
‘the most important thing I have ever done’. He said many times that he was not trying to
compose a Mass. The critic Gary Giddins has characterised the work as Ellington bringing the
Cotton Club revue to the church. We will be singing alongside the brilliant Brass Breakout Jazz
Orchestra. Please save the date - Saturday 15th June, 7.30pm at Holy Trinity, Privett. Tickets:
£18 available from One Tree Books, Petersfield or Ticketsource.

We continue to encourage singers to join our amateur choir. We rehearse on Thursday
evenings at Froxfield Village Hall between 7.45-9.30pm and newcomers are welcome to come
along any week for a taster session. Please contact Lesley Howe at lkhowe58@gmail.com for
more details. Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and X, formerly known as Twitter, @Froxfield

Choir and on our website www.froxfieldchoir.co.uk.
Nico Jackson

Garden Club News

On 14th March, on a wet and windy night, over two dozen members and visitors braved
the weather and the new Warnford Village Hall ‘pond’ to attend the lecture entitled History of
the National Garden Scheme & Hampshire Gardens to Visit given by Mark Porter, Regional
Chair for S.E. England NGS.

Rarely have we seen such a well-structured presentation that targeted our audience to
perfection. Both funny and informative, with an engaging supply of anecdotes, Mark spoke
with great enthusiasm, which led to a highly entertaining evening.

Our next talk, Birds of the Hampshire Coast, will be on Thursday 11th April at 7:30 for 7:45
pm in Warnford Village Hall. Our speaker will be Keith Betton, media trainer, PR consultant,
writer, County Bird Recorder and Chair of the Hampshire Ornithological Society.

At the April meeting we will also be taking bookings for our Plant Sale & Supper which will
be held at Warnford Village Hall on Thursday 9th May at 6:30pm for the Plant Sale, followed
by Supper at 7:00 pm with catering provided by Becky from the Cuppacheeno Café.

Clare Swinstead

Petersfield Youth Theatre

We are delighted that our much-loved Easter Holiday Activity is back this year! We are
offering children and young people the opportunity to take part in a fun and creative experience
this Easter. Participants will spend 4 days working with a team of Directors and Musical
Directors, staging songs alongside professional Musical Theatre performers. On the fifth and
final day, two performances will take place with a live band for friends and family to enjoy.

It’s the perfect opportunity to meet new friends, gain confidence and perform in a fun and
creative atmosphere. Age 5 to School year 8, Monday 8th to Thursday 11th April. All details
on our website www.pyt.org.uk.

Charlotte Godfrey
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VEMCLE TESTRG|
Starsm

aylors Garage
Droxford
Hampshire S032 3QL

Tel: 01489 877433
CAR and MOTORCYCLE MOTs

Service and repair to cars light commercials and horse trailers
Air conditioning - service & repair

Competitive prices on tyres batteries and exhausts

Collection & delivery or loan car available subject to availability

PLASTERING ¢
RENDERING

Lime Render
Specialist in render painting
Lime Brick Pointing

Skim Plastering
Cement Rendering

Call O’'Brian on
07970417552

/— Meon Springs Self Stnrage\

Dry, secure and accessible Self Storage
just 5 minutes from West Meon.

To reserve a unit or find out more, visit
WWW.meonsprings.com

WEST MEON
CARPENTRY LTD.

Complete Carpentry Service
Renovation « New Works

orcall Pinfarthings, Coombe Lane, West Meon GU32 INB
\ 01730 823249 / Tel: 01730 829380 « Mob: 07590 996858
RICHARD

~STEEL=

& PARTHERS

THE FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Incorporating Nigel Chamberlain & Partners

BISHOPS WALTHAM

ALRESFORD (01489) 892640 WINCHESTER

(01962) 798789 (01962) 862333
Available 24 hours

www.steelsfunerals.co.uk

( \"S 50\1<1‘5{!age ,9

o HOUR FOR LOCALS Q//

Warm and homely hall for hire
Includes background heating, lighting, use of
well equipped kitchen with dishwasher
Also tables, chairs, crockery and decorating ladder for
home use may be borrowed. Donations gratefully received.
For help and availability contact Amie Boyes
Telephone: 07887 946169
or e-mail: warnfordvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk
Warnford Village Hall - Registered charity number 1078228

PRESTIGE

PLUMBERS

Terry Hack - local, friendly and expert plumber
with 38 years experience and covering
Warnford, West Meon and surrounding areas
No job too small - Senior citizen discount

Call 01730 606510

Hs e ;
ABiNgG
STANDARDS

"ADYED
-

Which?

Trusted irader
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Moweérs

SERVICE AND REPAIRE
Specialist in all types of mowers
and garden machinery
jimmeonvalleymowers@gmail.com

Call James on 077 83 93 72 12

or 01489 878085




Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery Open Tuesday to Sunday. Curtis 10am—
4.30pm. Allen 10.30—-4pm.

ALLEN GALLERY EXHIBITIONS Echoes of Iceland - this group of four professional
textile artists presented a most interesting and popular exhibition in 2023. They are returning
to the Gallery in April - watch the website for dates.

Penny Peters - A beautiful exhibition of work by this local quilter - till 30th March. FREE

TALKS George Wither, Bentworth poet - a loveable idiot? A talk by Barrie Lees. George
Wither was born and bred in Bentworth. He had a penchant for upsetting people with his
writings, and was jailed 4 times as a result. He also surrendered Farnham Castle to the Royalists
without a shot being fired. Truly an interesting subject! Thursday 11th April at 7.30pm. FREE

ACTIVITIES Our major new programe of pottery workshops for young people aged
11-17. Supported by The Murray Parish Trust, these country-wide workshops are intended
to promote positive mental health and provide regular, long-term opportunities for young
people in Hampshire to use creativity to build their well-being. The high-quality workshops
are delivered by professional artist Jill Maguire. Every Saturday 10.30am-12.30pm until 1st
June. (No session on 6/04). For more details and booking, please see www.hampshireculture.
org.uk/stepping-stones.

EASTER for children and families: Make and Take: Seasonal pottery session. Join our
popular holiday clay adventure where you can make and take home your own seasonal project!
Cost £5. Please pre-book online via the gallery website. Saturday 6th April 10.30-11.15am
and 11.30am-12.15pm. Easter Trail round the Gallery and garden from 26th March to 19th
April. Can you find the Easter items hidden in our Gallery collection? Drop in and pick up a
trail (There will be a trail around the Museum as well.)

ALLEN GALLERY Film Night. We will be presenting another movie in May - details tba.
For further information of any of our events please email allen.gallery@hampshireculturaltrust.
org.uk or see the website.

CURTIS MUSEUM Pre-loved dolls house items needed. The pre-loved dolls house items
range is very popular with collectors of all ages at Dolls House Day. With stock now low if you
have any pre-loved items relating to dolls” houses and would be happy to donate them to The
Friends of the Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery for this year’s Dolls House Weekend (27/28th
July) please contact Caroline Taylor, carolineanntaylor@hotmail.co.uk. All profits from the sale
of these items will contribute to supporting these venues.

The future of the Museum. Many of you will have heard about the financial constraints
affecting the County Council - a shortfall of £132 million. Hampshire Cultural Trust, which
operates the Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery, is severely affected. The Gallery is safe, thanks
to the ambitious new project Rediscovering the Allen Gallery. The Museum, alas, is under
threat of closure in 2026. We who are involved - management, volunteers and visitors - are
hoping the Museum can be saved. It is an important repository for the area’s history - from
ancient fossils, Anglo-Saxon treasures, Civil War artifact to Jane Austen and the Brewing
industry. You can register comments to HCC on their webpage by 31st March at www.hants.
gov.uk/future-services-consultation. The Museum collection also represents a slice of East
Hampshire history - you may want to contact the District Council. www.easthants.gov.uk/
contact-us. Jill Line
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Diary Dates

Monday 8th April WI AGM West Meon
Village Hall.

Tuesday 9th April West Meon Parish
Council Meeting 7.30pm West Meon
Village Hall

Friday 19th April Parkinson’s UK Coffee
Morning 10am-12pm Grange Cottage, West
Meon

Friday 19th April West Meon Community
Cinema 7.45pm West Meon Village Hall
One Life

Saturday 4th May Meon Valley Garden Club
Spring Plant Fair 10-11:30am Droxford
Village Hall

Thursday 23rd May Warnford Parish
Meeting Annual General Meeting 7.15 for
7.30pm Warnford Village Hall

Care Group Co-ordinators

Nina Byles 829028/07778 679922
Virginia de Cosson 829362

Parish Directory
Rector: Fr. Tony Forrest

Churchwarden for West Meon:
Michael Johnson 829105

PCC Secretary for West Meon:
Louise Clay 829235

Churchwarden for Warnford:
Andrew Sellick 829161

Verger for Warnford:
Peter Short 829285

FRESH
SEASONAL
& LOCAL

HAMPSHIRE

FARMERS’
MARKETS

April
Alresford - Saturday 6th
Petersfield - Sunday 7th
Romsey - Sunday 7th
Alton - Saturday 13th
Winchester - Sunday 14th
Emsworth - Saturday 20th
Southsea - Sunday 21st
Ringwood - Saturday 27th
Winchester - Sunday 28th

/The Parish News is published by the\

Parochial Church Councils of West

Meon & Warnford and delivered free
to every home in the parishes.

Contributions by the 15th of the
previous month please to:
The Editor: Jacqueline Annabel
Tel: (01730) 829023
westmeonpatishnews@gmail.com

Advertising: Questions regarding

advertising should be addressed to:
Helena Gomm

Tel: (01730) 829741
helenagomm40@gmail.com
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