   Minutes-Stockton Parish Council Meetings: 7.30pm on the 1st November 2023, Norton Village Hall.
Present:  Councillors Gavin Hamilton, John Pigg, Barry Spittle, Henry Phillips and  Andrew Bennett.

Graham Bould (Clerk). 

Shropshire Councillor Andrew Sherrington.
76/23. Welcome, Public Session, Partners and Shropshire Councillors update.
There being no Parishioners present the Chairman welcomed the newly elected member for the Worfield Division Shropshire Councillor Andrew Sherrington to his first Parish Council meeting. Councillor Sherrington indicated that he is in a 'listening' mode wanting then to translate what is raised back to Shropshire Council and to understand the processes involved in dealing with items raised. Concerns already raised are vehicle speeding, road conditions particularly the A442. Councillor Sherrington's professional background  has been in finance and is also interested in service standards, accountability and is process driven wanting to understand what is in place that underpins the processes. To that end items have been raised with Shropshire Councils scrutiny committee this week in terms of road repairs. Councillor Sherrington also raised a very useful and helpful meeting recently held with Apley Estate looking at environmental standards and sustainability. Additional concerns have also been raised with West Mercia Police about Rural Crime and with Arriva about buses. The Chairman thanked Councillor Sherrington for his contributions and then moved to the next item of business.  
77/23. Apologies for absence: Cllr David Plant (family commitments), Cllr Steve Bagnell (work) and PCSO Sam Newbrook (shift patterns)
78/23. Declarations of Interest: None
79/23. Minutes of the meeting held on the 6th September 2023 .
RESOLVED: that the minutes and actions of the meeting of Stockton Parish Council held on Wednesday 6th September 2023 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 
80/23. Clerks Report.
The Clerk updated members on their report highlighting the successful Woodland Trust application for saplings to extend the hedge around the play park as part of the late Queens Green Canopy programme.  The report also focused on the Neighbourhood Projects submitted as part of updating the Place Plan programme for Shropshire Council. The third element to the this part of the report looked at potential projects that the Parish Council could develop with other partners. The following actions stemmed from discussions on these items and included dialogue with Shropshire Council and Arriva about bus services and Community Safety with West Mercia Police which the Clerk would pursue. The Chairman agreed to pursue Shropshire Wildlife Trust about the Village pond at Norton and feed back any ideas from Stockton Church about any potential additional community use of the Church.
81/23. Planning Applications: None
82/23. Newsletter: The copy deadline for articles is Wednesday 8th November, there remains some 'teething' problems with the new system to create and deliver the news letter which are still being worked through. A general appeal will go out in the next edition for an additional volunteer to join the editorial group to add to the smooth running of the process. Cllr A Bennett volunteered his time to help Cllr J Pigg with the door to door delivery of the newsletter in the future. The review date for the Winter edition of the draft copy is the 17th November, with a target date of the 24th November to start the printing, ready for delivery week commencing the 27th November. 
83/23. Village Hall report: Half the internal damp Remini works have been completed by Apley Estate, parts of the building still remain very damp with no completion date so the planned decorating is still on hold. The Village Hall are planning a Christmas Fayre on the 2nd December and Carol Singing on the 16th December at 6.30pm.
84/23. Highways and Footpaths: The main item of concern related to the overgrown verge on the A442. The Chairman agreed to raise the concern with the local tenant farmer with responsibility for the adjoining field to arrange for the verge to be cut back. The Clerk would be undertaking the annual site visit to check on flooding, potholes and signage across the parish and will report back in due course.
85/23. Smart water: Members viewed the remaining Smartwater kits still available for use by Parishioners. It was noted that some on the use by dates were 2018 and 2020. Members therefore agreed that the Police be contacted about the kits to clarify there usability.
86/23. Jubilee Play Park: The bi-monthly site inspection carried out by Cllr B Spittle was tabled, agreed and a hard copy is held on file. Cllr J Pigg has fixed the loose fence rails and will undertake the painting of the bench in the park in due course.
87/23. Remembrance and Christmas arrangements: Cllr B Spittle has organised for the large poppies to be placed around the Parish in preparation for the Remembrance period. The Chairman indicated that Remembrance Services are to be held on the 12th November 2023 at 10.50am at Stockton Church and 3pm at Sutton Maddock Church. Mrs Christine Lewis has again agreed to facilitate the arrangements for the Christmas tree lights within Norton village centre by the bus shelter.
88/23. Inspections: The bus shelter has been swept, the bin emptied/repaired with a new plastic liner installed, the defibrillator checked, report through to 'the Circuit' as in good order and available for use. Cllr A Bennett agreed to clear out the guttering around the bus shelter roof.
89/23. Finance.
1. The Parish Council agreed the following items of expenditure, the account stands at £8,267.00 before the commitments below and any direct payments from the account have been deducted.

	100370
	Adam Morris (newsletter picture prize)
	£25.00

	100371
	Rebecca Bagnall (newsletter picture prize)
	£25.00

	100372
	Mr RJ Weir (ground maintenance)
	£160.00


90/23. To agree any items for a future agenda. None
Date of the next meeting: Wednesday 3rd January 2024 (precept), 7.30pm Norton Village Hall.
Meeting closed at 8.20pm 


Chairman………………………………………………… 






Date………………………………………………………..
Graham Bould (Clerk), 18, Mendip Close, Little Dawley, Telford. TF4 3JG                                                                  
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