  NORTON BUCKLAND & STONE PARISH COUNCIL
                               MINUTES OF MEETING THURSDAY 16th MARCH 2023
      Present:  Cllr.A.Trim  Cllr-C Oswald-Jones  Cllr S Steel  Cllr. F Boucher
          Mrs.J.Childs.
1
Apologies for absence.

Cllr.R Cox
2
Declaration of interest in items on the agenda.

None.
3
Consideration of any required changes to register of interest.

None.
4
Approval of Minutes.
Minutes of the meeting held on Friday 13th January were approved and signed as a correct record.
5
Matters Arising from Minutes

None
6
Parish Maintenance Update
Norton Road/Homestall Lane closed from 27th Jan to 30th Jan to repair broken drains. Completed

Drains in Norton Lane 2 x outside and 1 outside  Norton Court 1 at bottom of road 4 in total.

Request made 3 times for them to be cleansed.  KCC Ref:- 60003688 showing that it is under investigation. Therefore, a complaint was made to KCC re lack of action. (Ref 35512814) 
After a discussion with Alan Blackburn KCC Highways Manager and the situation explained it as 

now been marked as urgent and will be completed within the next 7 days       

The public right of way (ZR332)  from the sports ground out onto Norton Lane/ Lewson Street 

has been reported to KCC as it has become muddy under foot. Ref 230149848 advised this is the landowners responsibility so therefore it was reported to R Boucher’s Farms. Mr Hugh Boucher stated that he will look but does not think there is anything they can do regarding the situation.

Complaint made to SBC regarding the lack of regular road sweeping in Norton by Biffa despite requesting a schedule since May 2022 (Ref 16131670) SBC informed that they will contact Biffa. However, they advised that traffic control needs to be in place for health and safety reasons if the roads are without footpaths.   Lewson Street has now been swept by Biffa

Complaint made to KCC (Ref 670170) regarding no action taken re blocked drains reported in Lewson Street November 2022. Kay Bates Drainage Asset Technician responded that Lewson Street drains are due to be cleaned within the next 3 months.  Request made for a schedule of dates of when the other drains in Norton Buckland & Stone will be cleaned.  No response from SBC received 
Twisted road sign Norton Lane/Provender Lane reported to KCC has now been straightened 

3 x Pot holes Lewson Street reported to Inspector KCC now repaired

Pot hole Provender Lane/Norton Lane reported to inspector KCC repaired but inspector requested  that the reinstating is to be redone.  Now completed

Litter picking had been carried out by several parishioners of Norton
Cllr Trim advised that the directional road sign on Provender Lane/ Norton Road is twisted again

Cllr. Steel advised that the black sacks had still not been removed from “Robins Nest” at

the redundant Garden Centre in Norton Road, SBC have placed environmental aware labels on the sacks 

A request for them to be removed will be made to Savills again
7.
To consider any planning applications received to date. 
Email sent to clerk from Paul and Emma Ventham enquiring that as they would like to build their own house would the PC think it likely that planning permission could be changed from 5 holiday lets to build one property on the land for sale at Lower Norton Lane.  The Chairman Cllr Trim replied that the PC are unable to give any indication as to what the outcome may be as the PC only express an opinion.
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(Resubmission of 22/501749/FULL) 

Toft Wray Lower Norton Lane Teynham

Erection of a replacement dwelling 

Notification of appeal lodged with the Planning Inspectorate

An appeal has been lodged by Mr Leigh Gregory in relation to the above for the following reason: The Council has refused permission for this application. 

The Planning Inspectorate/Secretary of State has decided that the appeal will be determined on the basis 
of written representations.
Application: 23/500286/TCA

Lewson House Lewson Street Road Norton Kent ME9 9JJ     

Conservation area notification: 

Reduce height of one Tree of Heaven from approximately 14 metres to 10 metres, and spread from 9 metres to 6 metres; Remove one lower branch (see photo) of one Eucalyptus, which reduces the spread from approximately 15 metres to 10 metres, the height is not affected; Remove one lower branch (see photo) of one Willow, the height and spread of the tree are not affected by this. 

Application: 23/500781/TCA 

1 Clematis Cottages Lewson Street Road Norton Sittingbourne Kent 

Conservation area notification to fell three Conifers.

8
Councillor's Reports

Cllr. Boucher reported that the litter pickers had done a good job within the parish

Cllr. Oswald-Jones reported several discarded car tyres in Four Oaks Road Luddenham
9
Correspondence
E mails forwarded to The Chairman

  Enquiry regarding land for sale in Lower Norton Lane / Chairman’s reply
            SBC Planning Officer contact

  Rural Street Lighting

  Kent Local Authority Chief Executives weekly round up

            Becoming a Councillor workshops

          Parish/Town Council nominations forms for election.  Request made for hard copies now received

  KALC needs venues for post-election dynamic council events

  KALC Events on the Coronation weekend from Saturday 6th May – Monday 8th May.

            KALC Kent & Medway Active – Everyday active small grant 

            SBC Local Council Liaison Forum meeting 19th April

  SBC Electoral Service Manager eligible electoral figures

E mails forwarded to all Councillors

NALC Chief Executive Bulletin

  NALC Newsletters

  KALC SAC Minutes of meeting held on 19th January

  KCC Public Protection Scams

            SBC Swale Joint Transportation Board Monday 27 February 2023

  M20 London-bound closed weeknights from 8pm to 6am Monday 23 January to Friday 3 February  

            KCC. Urgent Road Closure - Provender Lane, Norton - 23rd January 

            KCC Temporary Road Closure - Provender Lane, Norton - 6th February 2023

            KALC Community Awards Scheme 2023

  KALC PC to nominate two people to attend this year’s Royal Garden Party.  

  KALC Friendly Kent Awards nominations

            KALC Elections Bulletin

            Kent County Council.  Temporary road closures 
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 Kent Police & Crime Commissioner Newsletter - Victim Voice Special Edition 

           KCC's Community Services Consultation 

           Complaint made to SBC re Cleansing of Roads in Norton. Ref :- 16131670

           Kent Local Authority Chief Executives Weekly Round Up

           KALC Women Councillors and Clerks to celebrate International Women’s Day on 8th March 2023

           SBC Invitation to attend Swale Corporate Peer Challenge focus group

 KALC - Armed Forces Awareness Training

           The Police and Crime Commissioner - Victim Voice

    KCC Emergency Road Closure - Provender Lane, Norton - 16th February 2023

           Prospective Councillor Event - Saturday 25 February 10am - Swale House

           KALC Kent Fire and Rescue Service (KFRS) have been offering the ‘Restart a Heart’

10
Finance. 
PKF are no longer the external auditors for the Parish Council. They advised that it had been lovely 

talking to the clerk over the years and wished her all the best for the future
          The auditors are now Mazars who should contact the PC shortly
          Norton Village Hall 

           Hire 16/03/2023

                 £ 16.    00
          Wine for Annual Parish Meeting





     £ 50.    00

10.1    The bank balance on 13th January £6776. 33p (Six thousand seven hundred and seventy-six pounds 33p)  
11
Any other Business
A reporter for Kent on Line Newspaper made an enquiry to the PC via email requesting information regarding the future plans for the redundant Wyevale Garden Centre A2/Norton Road 

The clerk advised that the PC are unable to furnish him with any information and suggested that he contacts Saville’s at Canary Wharf
Government Elections Act passed.  ID is now required to vote from May 2023
Cllr. Trim advised that a Notice of Election leaflet will be distributed within the parish

A notice of election poster for 5 Parish Councillors to Norton, Buckland & Stone has been placed on 
The Notice Board
There was a discussion regarding arrangements to be made for the Coronation. 

It was agreed to plant trees and a plaque in honour of King Charles.  Cllr Boucher said that she would discuss the best trees to be planted at this time of the year with her husband Hugh who would have more knowledge 

The Clerk will arrange a speaker for the Annual Parish Meeting to be held on Thursday 18th May

There was a vote of thanks from The Parish Council to Cllr.Cox on his retirement for his service to the community 
12
Items for next Meeting

None

13
Date of Next Meeting 
Annual PC Meeting         Friday  12th May


Annual Parish Meeting    Thursday 18th May

     









Meeting Closed 8.40pm   
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