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FROMOURIMMEDIATEPASTPRESIDENT–MaryVarndell

JusttoreiteratesomeofmycommentsattheAGMforthosewhowere

unabletoattend.

IwouldliketosaythankyoutoallmembersofOakleyBowlingClubformakingmyyear

asPresidentmostenjoyable,andIbelieve,successful.Particularlythosewhoplayedinthefriendliesand

especiallythosewhosupportedmytourtotheLakeDistrict.Iwouldliketothinkweallhadagreattime–

TerryandImostcertainlydid.

Also,averybigthankyoutoOakleyBowlingClubwhohavesupportedmeandthosewhoIhaveplayedwith

duringmycompetitivetime,especiallyKay,RuthandCarolyn.InparticulartimeswhenKayandIhave

reachedNationalFinals.ThesupportfromtheClubanditsmemberscertainlymadeadifferencetous.Thank

you.IamveryproudtohavebeenyourPresidentandwishPresidentJim,theClubanditsmembersevery

successinthefuturewhichIknowitwillbe.

FROMOURNEWPRESIDENT-JIMFITZGERALD

AsyournewPresidentIamlookingforwardtoabusyyearahead,alsotomytourto

Sidmouth,whichiswellinhand,Iknowyouwillgiveyourwholeheartedsupport.

IwouldliketocongratulateMaryonheryearasPresidentandhertourtotheLake

District,whichisabeautifulpartofthecountry.

MyfirstdutywasthegreathonouronbehalfoftheclubtoaccepttheClubMarkCertificatefromKit

MalthouseM.P,onThursdayevening.MymanythanksgotoPeterBownandhisteamforalltheirhardwork,

andtothosewhoattended.

OnFridaywehadaverysuccessfultriptoBathChristmasMarket,thankstoKayandthesocialteam;wehad

acoldandsunnydaywhichIdidorder.

MyfirstfriendlygamewasagainstCamberley;awinwedidnothave,butanenjoyablegamenonetheless.

FinallyourlasteventfortheyearistheChristmaslunchatTestValleyGolfClub,whichasusualagreattime

willbehadbyall.

IwishyouallaveryMerryChristmasandHappyNewYear.

Ihopetoseeyouallonthegreennextyear.
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Captain’sLog

fromBarryLee,Men’sCaptain

BARRY’SBANTERFORTHECHRISTMASCHRONICLE

Hifolks,sorrybutIhaveabitmoreBowlsinformationtorabbitonabout.

IfinishedmylastreportsayingabouttheIndoorFriendlyMatchesoverthewintermonths.

WellasIsaidattheAGMtheotherweek,westartedoffverywellatRiversideIndoor

ClubWinchesterwithagoodwinforMary,Wewonby30shots.Thiswassoonhitontheheadwithour

secondgameatPalmerstonFarehamwhereOakleygot67shotsto122notgoodbutstillagoodday.Thethird

gamewasmorelocalLongmeadowatWhitchurchwherewelostonall4rinks47-105thats58shots,butat

Mary’slastgameasPresidentwedidevenworse.Weloston5rinksoutof6givingatotalof74-168only-94

shotstheonlywinningrinkasIsaidattheAGMwasJocky’srinkofMary,Averil,MargaretandJockyjustby

3shotsagainasIsaidatthemeetingthatwasJocky’s11thwinningteamoverthewholeseason.VerygoodI

think.

WenowhaveanewPresident-JIMandonSunday4thDecwetravelledtoCamberleyandtryourbestagainto

tryandwinsomematches.ThisisalsowhereArthurMeakinreallytrieshardatCamberleybecausehissister

playsthere,andstrangelyenoughshealwaysseemstobeonthesamerinkasArthur.Wellweallturnedup

andI’msurewealltriedbutalaswedidnotdothatwellforournewPresidentJim.Ourtotalscorewas67and

Camberleygot158some91shotsdown.Oakleydidwintherein2012whichhappenedtobemyyearas

President.Weonlywonby2shotsoverallbutitwasawin.3oftheoriginalteamhadtodropoutduetoillness,

butwithquiteafewreservesitwassoonsorted.ItwasquitehardtopicktheteamforCamberleyasIhad35

namesonthelistandofcourseonlyneeded24players.Ihaveinformedallthereservesthattheywillbe

pickedforthenextgameatWestBerks(Newbury)whichisnotuntilafterChristmason8thJanuary2017.

ThenIwillhaveabiggerproblemthenbecausethereare42namesonthelist.

Ihavegot51namesonmylisttoplayoverthe10friendlyindoormatchesitsfantasticandImustthankyouall

andIwillmakesureyouallanequalnumberofgames.

NowIhavejustreceivedthislastweek,informationregardingtheSaturdaynightcompetitionplayedat

LoddonValeIBCitscalledThe”CUSHEONTROPHY”,andstartsinJanuarynotsureofthedatesyetbutit

isamixedgamesowearelookingforregularplayerswhoplayindoorsLadies&Men.Itusuallystartsat

6-30pmandisafullgameof21endsplayedinGreyswithclubshirt.Ifyouareinterestedpleasewouldyou

lettheMen’sCaptainRicorIknowassoonaspossiblethatwouldbegreat.

Theformathaschangedthisyeartotryandgetmoreoutdoorclubstojoinin.Itwillbe1rinkof4players

(mixed)playinganothermixedrink.Oakleyhaveentered3teamssofarbutiftheresponseisgoodwemay

getachancetoputanotherteamin.OakleyhavewontheTrophyseveraltimesovermanyyears,Ithinkwe

wererunnersuplastyear.
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VerymanythanksagainforputtingyournamesdownfortheIndoorgamesIthinkitsthelargestnumberyet.

SeeyouintheNewYear.

MayIwishyouallaveryMerryandHappyChristmasandNewYear.

CHRISTMASLUNCH-SpencerKerley

Numbersweredownonlastyear'shighfortheClub'sChristmasLunchbut

nonethelessalmost50members,including10PastPresidentswerein

attendance.HeldasusualatTestValleyGolfClubtheeventwas,forthesecond

successiveyear,organisedbyourImmediatePastPresidentMaryVarndell.

Afteradrinkortwointhebartogetusinthepartymoodwesettleddownat

about245pmforanexcellentthreecoursemealwiththestarterandsweets

beingservedatthetablesandwithourgoinguptohelpourselvestowhatever

wefanciedfromtheextensivecarvery.

Allagreedthefoodwasexcellentaswastheservicefromthevery

accommodatingwaitingandbarstaff.Mincepiesandcoffeefollowed

andaround5.00pm,wellfedandwatered,andafteravoteofthanks

fromPresidentJimtoMaryandtheGolfClub,wesetoffforhomewith

everyoneinthefestivemoodandlookingforwardtoourreturntoTest

ValleyfortheClubPresentationDinneronthe3rdFebruary.
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Spencer’sSnippets

fromSpencerKerley,GeneralSecretary

TheClub'scongratulationsgotoNicoleRogerswhohasbeenselectedtorepresent

EnglandintheJuniorInternationalSeriestobeheldatIslwynIBCon11thand12th

February.NicoleisduetoplayattwoinarinkskippedbyKatherineRednall.

TheOakleyPresentationDinnerandDancewillbeonFriday3rdFebruary2017atthe

TestValleyGolfClub.OurguestsfortheeveningaretheBowlsHampshirePresidents

IanMulhollandandCarolEichen(accompaniedbyKen)aswellasSirMichaeland

LadyColmanandMrJamieColman.Itisalwaysagoodeveningso,ifyouhavenotbeenbefore,comealong

andenjoyyourself.PlacescanbereservedatthePre-SeasonMeeting.

DonotforgetalsotheBasingstokeandDistrictDinnerattheBasingstokeMasonicCentreonFriday27th

January.ThisisyourchancetosupportourLeagueChampionsandprizewinners.

CongratulationstoHazelMarkeofAltonSocialwhohasbeenelectedtobetheJuniorVicePresidentofBowls

Englandin2017.Hazelisknowntomanyofourmembersandparticularlythosewhowerewithherontourin

SouthAfricain2011.

TheBowlsHampshireLuncheonandPresentationwasheldatFlemingParkBowlingClub,Eastleighon

Sunday23rdOctober.DisappointinglyonlyfourOakleymembersattendedbuttheyhadaveryenjoyable

afternoon.TwelvemembersalsowentontheBowlsHampshireMiniTourinNovembertotheDorsetGolf

andBowlsResort.Suchwasthesuccessoftheeventthatmanyofthisyear’stouristshavealreadypaid

depositsforthe2017tour.Detailsofthe2017tripwillbecirculatedintheNewYear.

AttheBowlsHampshireAGMinNovemberKenEichenofCoveandJulieGreenwoodofMiltonParkLadies

wereelectedasthe2017VicePresidents.FromOakley,KayKerleycontinuesasViceChair,SpencerKerley

asSecretary,MaryVarndellasNorthAreaSecretary(Women)andPeterBownisanExecutivemember.

AttheBasingstokeandDistrictBAAGMinDecemberAlanTaitofHowardParkwaselectedPresident.

FromOakley,TrevorWearncontinuesasViceChairandMatchSecretary.

WorldBowlshasapprovedtheuse,duringgames,ofadevicecalled“BowlsEye”whichclaimstobean

accurateway(betterthanthenakedeyeorcrossedfingers)todeterminethestateoftheheadafterthefirsttwo

bowlsofanend.Itssupportersclaimthiswillspeedupgames.BowlsEnglandtookthelineitwoulddelay

gamesifeveryonestartedusingthemandrequestedtobeallowedtohaveaDomesticRegulationprohibiting

itsuse.ThisrequestwasrejectedbyWorldBowlssoyoucannowallgooutandspendapprox.£18onthis

gadget.Note,however,itisonlyaguidetoplayersduringanend.Theresultofanendwillcontinuetobe

determinedinthetraditionalway.
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LadiesSecretary’sSalutation

FromLesleyAllard,LadiesSecretary

WhatagreatClubweek! Notcompetitionresults–butsocialoccasions.

50membersoldandnewandfriendsenjoyedasupercoachtriptoBath

ChristmasMarketonaverycrispbutsunnyday. Itisthesesocialoccasions

thathelptomakeOakleythegreatclubthatitisandthisaspectwaspraisedby

theassessorattheClubmarkpresentationonFridayevening. Itwasgoodto

seethenewlocalMPKitMalthouseattheClubtomakethepresentationto

PresidentJim. SpecialpraisewasgiventoPeterBownwhosehardworkonthe

detailedcriteriamadeitallpossible.

ThankstoourSocialcommitteewhoworkhardtokeepmembersjoininginactivitiesotherthanbowling. 

Theydeservetobewellsupported.WelookforwardtotheChristmaslunchandthePresentationdinnerand

danceinFebruary. 

InNovemberAverilAdamswasinstalledasPresidentofNorthHantsWomen’s

BowlingAssociationandAverilwaspresentedwithaflowerarrangementonbehalfof

theClub.CongratulationsAverilandwehopethatallmembers,ladiesinparticular,

willsupportAverilinheryearofoffice. 

TherearestillthreemoreIndoorNHWBAFriendly fixturestobeplayed. ThefirstisonThursday2February

atLoddonValeIBCat1.30for2pm. ThesecondisonTuesday14FebruaryatChawtonParkIBC,Altonand

thethirdgameisonWednesday8MarchatRushmoorIBC,Aldershot. Allgamesareintheafternoon(2pm)

withamealafterwards. All Oakleyladiesareeligibletoplayinthesegamesandifyouwishtoplayinany

gamepleaseringmeon397435.

PSIhopethatthemealatLoddonValeisanimprovementontheNorthHantsLadiesluncheon! Whata

disaster!

ItwasgoodtoseeJanetteFrostontheBathvisit,followingherheartproblemsafewweeksago,but

unfortunatelysheisduetoundergoafurtheroperationintheNewYear. WewishyouwellJanette!

DenisCarterisstillinhospitalas,followinganotherfall,hehadtohaveapartialhipreplacementandthings

havenotgonewell. WesentourbestwishestohiswifeMargaret.

OurgoodwisheshavebeensenttoMargaretCannellwhohasbeenunwellrecently. GetwellsoonMargaret!

FormermemberSandraAyrescameonthecoachtriptoBathanditwasgoodtoseeherlookingsowell

followingserioushealthproblemsduringthelastyear.

FinallymayIthankmembersoftheClubforallthesupportandsympathygiventomeandmyfamilyduring

Barry’slongillnessanddeathinlateOctober. Thechurchwaspackedwitholdfriendsathisfuneralandthe
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magnificentsumof£1100wascollectedontheday,inhismemory. ThismoneywillgotoStMichaels

Hospicewherehewassuperblylookedafterforthelastfiveweeksofhislife.

HappyChristmasandaHappy,HealthyNewYeartoyouall!

SpecialThanks

FromBerylChaplin

ThankyoutoPatGoodall,LesleyAllardandLindaPoynterformypersonalsupport.

Joy,Antony,JamieandIwishtothankSpencerandBarryforthetributethatwasincludedinthefuneralservice.Also

allthesupportgiventousattheceremonyandtheirpresenceattheKestreloftheClubmembers.Wereallyappreciated

it.

ChristmasGreetings

JohnandValeriewouldliketowishallOBCmembersaveryhappyChristmas,alsotoallwhohavelostloved

onesthisyear,ourthoughtsareforyouandyourfamilies,andforthosewhohavebeenill,wearewishingyou

aspeedyrecovery.

ChristmasCarols

WeThreeKingsOfOrientAre

AwayinaManger

HarktheHeraldAngelsSing

DeckTheHalls

SilentNight

GoodKingWenceslas

ChristmasSongs

Pogues&KirstyMcCall -FairytaleofNewYork.

NatKingCole-TheChristmasSong (oftenknownasChestnutsRoastingontheOpenFire).

Slades’ “MerryChristmasEverybody”

Cliff Richard’s“MistletoeandWine”

BillyMack"Christmasisallaround"

PaulNicholas"Grandma'sParty" 

ManythankstoallofyouhavesentmetheirfavouriteCarolsorSongs.
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BlastsfromthePast-MemoriesofoldBasingstokeTownPubs

byTrevorWearn

Iwrotethispieceforthefirst‘Chronicle’thatCoraleditedwaybackin2010whenshetookoverfromChris
Heath.AsI’dpromisedSandieI’dcontributesomethingforthiseditionandthenrunningoutoftime,Ihada
quickdelvebackintothearchivesforsomethingthatsomeofyouprobablyhadn'tseenbefore–and
somethingalotmoreofyouhaveprobablyforgottenaboutanyway!IfitdoesnothingelseIhopeitwill
provokeafewmemoriesandpossiblyabitofdiscussion.

It’sasadfactoflifethattherearedwindlingnumberofusnativeBasingstokefolkleftwhocanrememberthe

townpre-1965whenthepowerstobebegantoknockmostofourtowncentredownandcreateawonderful

newconcretejungleforustoshopin.Aninevitabletalkingpointwhenafewofusdogettogetheristhe

abundanceofwateringholeswehadaccessto.Recently,havingforkedout£3.70forabottleofbeer,my

thoughtsagainturnedtothegoodolddayswhen1/4dboughtahalf-decentpintofbitterand£1gaveagood

nightoutdrinkingfortwoofyouandIstartedtothinkabouttheoldtownpubsthatarenomoreandI’dliketo

inviteyoutojoinmeinanostalgiccrawlaroundthem.

My(legal)drinkingdaysstartedreallyinthe‘CricketersInn’,tuckedupundertherailwayembankmentatthe

endofMayStreetwithasmallsocialhallattachedtoit.MrsFowles,thelandlady,usedtoletaskifflegroup

Ibelongedtoatthetime,‘TheSunnysiders’,rehearse–oratleastthatwasourexcuse!Lessthan100yards

walk,downBrookTerracepast‘Speedy’s’GentsHairdresser’s,broughtyoutothedivergenceofEssexRoad

andBrookStreet,knownasVictorySquarewhichwasfacedonthewestsideby‘TheVictory’,alargeCourage

pubofferingB&BundertheauspicesoflandlordHaroldHancock.ThispubnowliesburiedundertheVictory

Roundabout-soyoucannowgetyourbearings!Astrollnowtowardsthebottomofthetowncentrealong

BrookStreet,pasttheAndoverTimberCompanyandtheCentralElectricityCompany’sgeneratingstationon

therightandtheformerMaysBrewery(latterlyHaskins,ametalworkingfirm)ontheleft,broughtyoutothe

crossroadsofChapel,BrookandChurchStreetswheretrafficforthefirsttimeinBasingstokewascontrolled

bytrafficlights.TurningrighthereandcrossingChurchStreetroughlytowheretheArgosstorenowis

broughtyoutothe‘SelfDefence’.Backdowntothetrafficlightsnowandacrosstheroadandyouwereinthe

‘TheRose’.LeavingtheRoseandcarryingonalongBrookStreetforonly100yds,pastthefirestation,tothe

cornerofStationHillwasthe‘RailwayArms’,situatedexactlyoppositeaverywellknownandsometimes

notoriousestablishment,the‘BargeInn’,namedduetoitsproximitytoWhitesWharf,theterminusofthe

BasingstokeCanal,andno,evenIdon’trememberthat!-althoughIdorememberthewharfbeingthedepottor

VentureBuses,thepredecessorsoftheWiltsandDorsetBuscompany.Anyway,backtothepubs,andaquick

climbupStationHilltothe‘StationHotel’whichdidaroaringtradeonCattleMarketdays,andstayedopenall

day.OppositetheStationHotelwasanunmaderoad,CliftonTerrace,andashortwalkalonghere,pastthe

cattlemarketandSmithsseeddepotthendownBunnianPlaceandyouwereatthe‘OldHouseatHome’,onthe

cornerofBunnianPlaceandReadingRoad.Almostopposite,standingonthejunctionofReadingRoadand

BasingRoadwasthe‘EngineersArms’,anotherpubsomewhatnotoriousforthe‘meetings’betweenthe

squaddiesfromBramleyCampandthelocals.Backnowtowardsthe‘Barge’andpastthebusterminalwitha

fledgingRiverLoddontricklingalongbehindit.Isay‘tricklingalong’becausenormallyitwasonly4or5feet

wideand4or5inchesdeep,butIremembertimeswhenthespringsroseatit’ssourcefurtherbacktowards

BuckskinanditpouredinquiteatorrentthroughBrookvale,floodingatleasttwoofthePubs,theVictoryand

theBarge.
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Idigress,backtothePubs.Areliefstopatthe‘IsleofMan’,thepopularnamefortheGentstoiletwhichshared

themiddleoftheroadwithalargestonehorsetroughandanequallylargeHornbeamtree,andwemakeour

unsteadywayupWoteStreetpasttheSavoyandWaldorfCinemasthenaleftturnintoGoatLanefoundyouat

the‘GoatInn’,butifthatwasfullup,asitwasonlyatinybar,youonlyhadtocrossWoteStreettothe

‘TravellersRest’.BackacrossWoteStreet,25ydsfurtherup,wasthe‘GrapesHotel’,onetobeavoidedifyou

didn’twantanargumentaswasthe‘Angel’,another25ydsfurtheruponthecornerofPotter’sLane.Runby

aratherlargeoldladycalledMaggieFisher,Irememberinthebarwasapianola,anuprightpianoinwhich

youinsertedscrollsofpaperpunchedwithholesallowingthepianotoautomaticallyplayitself.Howitnever

gotdamagedduringthemanyfightsthatoccurredIwillneverknow,maybebecauseitwasintheLoungeBar

andnotthePublicBar.Nowthat’ssetmethinking,whendidthecustomofhavingthetwodistinctbars

disappear?Nevermind,letsmoveonupWoteStreetafewmoreyardstothe‘RoyalExchange’inwhoseyard

BillHoskins,thebutcherforLoveridge’s,hadhisslaughterhouse.Morethanonceananimalmadeabreakfor

freedomoffdownWoteStreet!OnthenuptoMarketSquare,pastthestillsurviving‘FeathersHotel’,

althoughnowre-namedLaarsen’sPub,andthe‘HoleintheWall’,ormoreformally,the‘GeorgeInn’.(Wrong,

allchange!That’sdisappearednow,it’s‘Zizzys’,anotherrestaurant,atleastitwaslasttimeIlooked!).Now

thatparticularPubholdsspecialmemoriesformeasitwasruninthe1940’sbymyMum’ssister,Eve,and

UncleLenSmith.IcanstillrecallsittingoutsideonthestepwhenIwas3or4yearsoldwithapacketofcrisps

asnoonemyage,nomatterwhom,wasallowedintheBarwhenthePubwasopen!

Idigressagain;wetakealeftturntoleavetheMarketPlaceandstrollalongLondonStreettojustpasttheRed

LionHotelwhereanalleyway,SydenhamPlace,ledfromLondonStreettoNewRoad.Justinsidethis

alleywaywasanotherpokeylittlebar,the‘RedLionTap’andalmostnextdoortoitinLondonStreetwasthe

‘Anchor’.LeavingtheAnchor,ratherunsteadily,weturnrightbytheAlmhousesandcrossHackwoodRoad

tothe‘HorseandJockey’,alargeoldPubwithabigyardandarowofgarages.CrossingbackoverHackwood

RoadandturningintoSouthernRoad,alongtothecornerofCambridgeTerraceandlookingjustlikeallthe

smallterracedhousesaroundit-andaboutthesamesize-wasthe‘Forester’sArms’,thesortofpubwhereyou

couldbesittinginyourownfrontroomwithapintifyouknowwhatImean.Anyway,alongfromtheForester’

sanddownVictoriaStreet,keepingleftintoLittleVictoriaStreetandatthecornerofLondonStreetwasa

Watney’spub,the‘VictoriaInn’,whichsurvivedforalongtimeafterthedemolitionofmostoftheothersbut

isnowturnedintooffices.You’veprobablynoticedthattheonlytwobreweriesI’vementionedareCourage’

sandWatney’s(rememberRedBarrel,gassyoldbeer,amongthefirstofthekegvarietiesasopposedtothe

properstuffdrawnupfromthecellarsbyagoodoldfashionedbeerengine),well,that’sprettymuchthechoice

wehad.Thesaleofbeerinthosedayswasveryregional,butwithallthetakeoversandmergersgoingon,keg

beers,suchasWorthington’s,WhitbreadandBass,werebeingheavilypromotedandbecominglocally

available,howeverMildwasstillverymuchindemandwithapintofmildandbitterbeingapopulardrink.

ThanktheLordfortheformationofCAMRAin1971whichhasslowlyreversedthetrendbacktoRealAles!

InourareaMay’sBreweryhadcloseddownin1946,longbeforemydrinkingtime,havingbeentakenoverby

H&GSimondsofReadingwhointurnintheearly‘60’s,weretakenoverbyCourage&Barclayandtheyand

Watney’s,asIremember,ownedmostofthelicensedpremisesinthetown.Headachesguaranteedwitha

hangoverfromafewpintsofCourageDirectorsbitterandstilldoessinceitmadeitscomebackafewyears

agoalthoughFredNorrislovesit!OnethingI’llsayaboutCouragesthough,theirtoursaroundtheBreweryin

Readingwerealwaysassuredtobeveryhospitableandpopular!

However,onceagainI’mdeviatingfromthemainsubject,wherewerewe?Ohyes,staggeringoutofthe‘Vic’.

Asit’snoweasiertotraveldownhillwe’llheadondownNewRoadwhererightoppositeusatthejunctionof

FlaxfieldRoad,CrossStreetandNewRoadstoodthe‘PearTree’,whichdespiteitsproximitytoDellafera’s
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doss-housejustdownFlaxfieldRoaddidn’thavesuchabadreputationastheGrapesortheAngel.

Comingtotheendofthetournow,butbeforewemoveontothefinalpub,we’llgorightatthebottomofCross

StreetandafewyardsupChurchStreettoapubwhichhasbeenknownonceasthe‘HopLeaf’andtwiceasthe

‘BlackBoy’,(orwasittwiceasthe‘HopLeaf’andonceasthe‘BlackBoy’?)Thingsareabithazybynow!

Anyway,althoughitisstillstandingit’snolongerapubandfollowingashortperiodasafancyeateryand

cocktailbarcalledCensoit’snowderelict.BackdownthehillandonthecornerofChurchStreetandPotter’

sLanewereachthelastpubonthelistbutoneofthefirsttogoundertheredevelopment.The‘Roseand

Crown’isanotherpubthathasspecialmemoriesformeasIspentmanyanhour(andalotof‘outofhours’!)

intherewithmyfirstfather-in-law,AlbertMunford,whoownedthepaintanddecoratorsshopfurtheralong

Potter’sLane,andCoral’sgrandfather,CharlieEverett,whoownedtheSouthernCountiesCycleshopright

oppositethepubandwasalsowellknownasbeingthealternativesourcetothechemistorbarberforfamily

planningrequisites.Allverywellprovidingyoucameawaywiththerightsortofvalverubbers!TheRose

andCrownwasnotoneofthemanypubsthathadaclaimtobeinghauntedbutIrememberwelltheevening

whenIsatintheloungehavingaquietdrinkwithAlb,CharlieandGeorgeDamerell,thelandlord,whenthere

wasaloudrat-tat-tatonthebaroftheadjacentpublicbar.TherewasonlyaloneIrishmaninthatbarandwhen

GeorgewentroundtoassumedlyservehimallhefoundwasaverywhitefacedPaddysaying“Oineverdone

nothingGuvnor,itweren’tme”.Mysteriousindeed,butIrememberanothertimewhenIwasaskedtogodown

tothecellarforsomestock,andasIdescendedtheladderthenormallycoolcellargotcolderandcolderand

thehairsonthebackofmyneckstoodupfurtherandfurther–andthebarwasstockedinrecordtime!The

storywentthatmanyofthetimbersusedinthebuildingofthepubmany,manyyearsbeforecamefromold

shipsbrokenupinPortsmouth,so,wasitallimaginationorwasittheghostofsomepooroldmarinerlooking

tobeexorcised!

Well,thatlittlephantomwalktookin22pubsthathaveceasedtoexistinaboutamileandahalfwalkalong

townstreetsmanyofwhichhavealsodisappeared.Ihopeyouenjoyeditandthatitgavethoseofyounewto

thetown,post-demolishment,anideaofwhatitusedtobelikeandI’msureforsomeofyouitbroughtbacka

fewmemories.Ifitdidandyou’vegotrecollectionsofyourownmaybeyou’dliketosharethemwithusinthe

nexteditionofthe‘Chronicle’?

Coral&TrevorwouldliketowishyouallaveryMerryChristmas

andaHappyNewYear.!! HaveaGreattime!!

Wehopeyouwillacceptthisgreetinginlieuofacard

andwetoowilldonatetoacharity.
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ShortMatBowling
fromKeithTurnbull

Ihavejustrealisedthatwearecominguptothe5thanniversaryofShortMatBowlingintheclubhouseat

Malshanger.Itreallydoesn’tseemanythinglikethatlongsincewetookourfirsttentativestepsintothisnew

activity,withasinglematkindlydonatedbyStanMond,woodenfendersandcentreblockmadebyournew

PresidentJimFitzandinitialtuitionandguidancefromEdJesney.Wenowhavetwomatsandaconstantly

improvingbandofregularbowlerswhoturnupforanafternoonofbowling,banterandbiscuitsonMondays

andThursdays.

Forthosewhodon’tknowwhatthisisallabout,thematis42feetlongand6feetwide,thejackis

considerablyheavierthananormaloutdoorjackandweplaywithourusualoutdoorbowls.Thereisa

15-inch-longwoodenblockplacedacrossthemiddleofthemat(todiscourageheavilyweightedbowls

demolishingtheendwalloftheclubhouse).Therulesandtacticsareverysimilartonormalbowls,withjusta

fewadditionsrelatingtofootpositioning,ditchesetc.Becauseitissomucheasiertogetabowltoreachthe

otherend,manyofourmemberswhonowfindoutdoorbowlingtoostrenuoushaveexcelledatShortMat.

Uptonowthesessionshavebeentotallyinformalandaimedreallyathavingabitoffunduringthedarkdays

ofwinter,andthisapproachwillcontinuetobethemainfocus.However,afewoftheregularshavestarted

expressinganinterestinbecomingabitmorecompetitiveandarewonderingwhethertoexplorethe

possibilityofjoiningoneofthelocalleaguesandplayingmoreseriously.Whoknows,onedaysomebody

mightwanttotakethisideafurther.

OursessionsareheldeveryMondayandThursdaystartingjustbefore2pm.Thecost(mainlytocoverheating,

lightingandrefreshments)is£1.00perplayerpersession.Thereisnoneedtoregisterorbookforthese

sessions,justturnupasoftenasyoulikewithyourwoodsandbowlingshoesandjoininthefun.Itisabit

disappointingthatnoneofournewermembershaveyettakenpart–itisareallygoodwaytogettoknowother

membersinarelaxed,friendlyenvironment.Maybeyouhavenotbeenawareofit,orhowtogetinvolved,so

nowisyourchance.

SueDixonrunstheThursdaysessionsandKeithTurnbullhasthisyeartakenoverfromTedTrantumrunning

theMondaysessions.SueandJimalsokindlyorganisetheteaandbiscuitsforbothsessions,supportedby

MarionandKeithBringes.Ifyouneedanyfurtherdetailsofthesessions,pleasecontactSueorKeith–orjust

turnupandhaveago.I’msureyou’llenjoyit.

Therewillnotbeanysessionson26thor29thDecember,butotherwisethesessionswillcontinuetorununtil

theoutdoorseasonbeginsinApril.

Finally,mayIwishallourmembersaveryhappyandpeacefulChristmasandNewYear.
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CHRISTMASQUIZ

FromRicNewson

1/.PeterAutysangWalkingInTheAirinwhatfilm?

2/.'Andallthebellsonearthshallring,onChristmasdayinthemorning...'isfromwhichChristmascarol?

3/.WhichChristmassloganwasintroducedbyClarissaBaldwinofDogsTrustin1978?

4/.ChristmasIsland,intheIndianOcean,isaterritoryofwhichcountry?

5/.CharlesDickensissaidtohaveconsideredthenamesLittleLarryandPunyPeteforwhichcharacter?

6/.Inthesong'TheTwelveDaysOfChristmas',howmanyswanswerea-swimming?

7/.DrivingHomeForChristmaswasa1988hitsingleforwhichsinger?

8/.'ThreeKingsDay'isknownbywhatnumericalname(that's'name',not'date')inBritain?

9/.ThesurnameChandlerderivesfromthemakingorsellingofwhat?

10/.ThefortifiedwinedrinkSherryisnamedafterwhattown?

11/.WhatformerEgyptianpresidentwasbornonChristmasdayin1918?

12/.WhocomposedthemusicknownasTheNutcrackerSuite,fortheChristmasthemedballetTheNutcracker,

premieredinStPetersburg,1892?

13/.InwhichcountrydoesSantahavehisownpersonalpostcodeHOHOHO?

14/.WhichBritishmonarch(born1865,died1936)introducedthecustomofgivingthousandsofChristmaspuddingsto

staff?

15/.WhichChristmascondimentismadefromfruitsometimesreferredtoasmarshworts?

16/.WhichtraditionalChristmasplantwasoncesoreveredbyearlyBritonsthatithadtobecutwithagoldensickle?

17/.Inwhatcountry,theworld'sseventhlargestbygeographicalarea,isChristmasknownasBadaDin(thebigday)?

18/.Marzipanismade(conventionallyinthewesternworld)mainlyfromsugarandtheflourormealofwhichnut?

19/.WhichAmerican-bornEnglishpoet,havingfirstnamesThomasStearns,wrotethepoemTheCultivationOf

ChristmasTrees?

20/.'NadoligLlawen'meansMerryChristmasinwhichwesternEuropeanlanguage?
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NewsfromtheNorth!

FromJanFosterandDaveHuyton

GreetingstoyouallfromasunnyKnottEndonSea!We’vebeenfollowingtheweatherforecastsrecently,and

itwouldseemthatyouhavebeenhavingsomeprettycoldweather!Wehavehadsomeovernightfrostsinthe

lastweek,butduringthedayweareblessedwithclearblueskiesandbrilliantsunshine–whatatopsy-turvy

weatherpatternweseemtohavenowadays!Atleastwearenotsufferingthedevastatingrainandstormsof

StormDesmond,whichfloodedsomanyplacesuphereatthistimelastyear–longmayourgoodweather

continue.

OurIndoorseasonhasbeeninterestingtodate.WearenowontheChristmasbreak,andwillre-startinthefirst

weekofJanuary.ThefinalmatchofthishalfoftheseasonwasaKnockoutCompetitioninvolvingthe10

teamsintheIndoorLeague.Iwasunabletoplay(moreofthatlater),butDavegaveanexcellentperformance,

andhelpedourteam–“TheWyresiders”,tobeattheteamwhoaretopoftheleagueatpresent–hecamehome

cock-a-hoop,astheoppositionareratherfulloftheirownimportance!

WewereduetoattendthePresentationEveningon19thNovemberbutunfortunately,Ihadbeenrushedinto

hospitalthatmorning,andendedupstayingfor5days.Ihadwhatwasthoughttobeasuccessful

Cardioversionon12thNovember,buttheeffectsofthisworeoffquitedramaticallyovernighton18th

November,andIwokewithapulseratewellover200b.p.m!ScaryIcantellyou.Anyway,I’mnowlearning

tobehavemyselfwhilsttakinganassortmentoftablets!I’monthewaitinglistforanablation.Thisshould

happeninthenextcoupleofmonths,aslongasIhavemaintainedasatisfactoryheartrateinthemeantime.All

ofmyproblemsweretriggeredbyachestinfectionwhichIcaughtwhilstinhospitalinMay!!Fortunately,

Daveis,onthewhole,keepingwellatpresent,althoughhehashadapersistentcoughwhichistakingsome

timetoshift.

OurplansforChristmasarequiet,giventhatIcan’tstraytoofarfromthehospitalforthemoment.Whatever

yourplansare,wewishyouallaVERYMerryChristmasandaHappyandHealthyNewYear!Weare

lookingforwardtoseeingyouallontournextsummer.

Dave,JanandBundlethedogXOX
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THEOUTCOMEOFTHESAGAOFTHEROOF-FromBobandBarbara

IjustthoughtI’dgiveanupdateforanyonewho’sinterestedintheprogressonourbuildfollowingtheSagaof

theRoof.

WellweeventuallymovedbackinatthebeginningofNovember!!WeareverygratefultoMaryandTerry

fortheirhospitalityanditsaysalotthatweareallstillfriends.

Whenwefirstmovedbackitwasverymuchcampingindoors.Thingshaveimprovedbutwithsomuchtodo

progresswasslowtostartwith.Howeverthekitchenwillbeupandrunningwhenyoureadthisandthe

temporarykitchenintheutilityroomcanbedismantled.Somedownstairscarpetsandflooringwill(fingers

crossed)befittedbyChristmasandit’samazinghowniceitistohavedoorsonalltherooms.

SowearegoingtobecomfortablebyChristmasbutourabsolutedeadlineofbeingfinishedindoorsby22nd

MarchwhenourfamilycomeoverfromNewZealandnowlooksachievable.

Thewholeprojecthasbeenhugebutwe’vebeenincrediblyluckywitheveryonewhohasworkedonthe

projectandtheamazinglygoodweatherwehaveenjoyed.Theheatingwasfiredupjustastheweatherturned

cold!!

AnywayIsaidthelasttimewedidanextensionI’dneverdoanotherprojectandlookwhathappened,thisone

wastwiceasbig.ButthistimeImeanit,asmuchaswelovetheoutcomeIhavepromisednevertodoitagain.

TuffsTeasers

fromFrankTuffs

Findtheanimalhidingineachsentence.

1.Wearatieatthemeeting

2.Thisclubisoneofthebest

3.Iwilldoguarddutytonight

4.Hemadeerrorsonpurpose

5.Itwasadeepandadirtygraze

6.Theywereallantigermwarfaresupporters

7.Hehadanothergoatthepuzzle

8.Thenoisecausedthemtoscatter

9.Shedrapedtherobeartisticallyoverhershoulders

10.Thechannelandinletsoonfilledup

11.Hehadtoringnumeroustimes

12.Thepainter'sneweaselwastoolarge
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Editor'sCorner(SandraLee):
IwouldliketosaythankyoutoeveryonewhohasprovidedarticlesfortheChroniclefor2016itsverymuch

appreciatedandIdohopeyouwillallkeepsendingmearticlesin2017.

ChrisandIwisheveryoneavery andHappyNewYear

QUOTESBYFAMOUSPEOPLE

"Carryoutarandomactofkindnesswithnoexpectationofreward,safeintheknowledgethatonedaysomeonemight

dothesameforyou"

(Diana,PrincessofWales,(1961-1997))

"Whenonedoorofhappinesscloses,anotheropens,butoftenwelooksolongatthecloseddoorthatwedonot

seetheonethathasopenedforus"

(HelenKeller,ActivistandWriter(1880-1968))

DIDYOUKNOW:

Haveyoueverlookedcloselyatapackofcards,inparticularthefacecards?

Haveyounoticedhowmany"eyes"areontheseKings,QueensandJacks?

Thereare42.

Theyare:

3Kingswith2eyes

1Kingwith1eye

4Queenswith2eyes

2Jackswith2eyes

2Jackswith1eyeandaseachimageappearstwiceoneachcardthismakes42.
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CHRISTMASQUIZANSWERS

1/.TheSnowman

2/.ISawThreeShips

3/.ADogisforLife,notjustforChristmas.

4/.Australia.

5/.TinyTim

6/.Seven

7/.ChrisRea.

8/.TwelfthNight

9/.Candles

10/.Jerez

11/.AnwarSadat

12/.Tchaikovsky

13/.Canada.

14/.KingGeorgeV

15/.CranberrySauce

16/.Mistletoe

17/.India.

18/.Almond.

19/.TSEliot.

20/.Welsh

TuffsTeasers-PossibleAnswers

1.Rat

2.Bison

3.Dog

4.Deer

5.Panda

6.Tiger

7.Goat

8.Cat

9.Bear

10.Eland

11.Gnu

12.Weasel


