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FromourPresident–MaryVarndell

AlltoosoontheendoftheseasonisuponusandtheendofmyoutdooryearasPresident.Yesterday

Iwasprivilegedtowitnessthededicationoftwentyorsomembersputthegreenandclubhouse“to

bed”forthewinter.IsuspectthatnotallofOakleyBowlingClubrealisetheveryhardworkthat

entails–walkingmanymilesbehindveryheavymachinery,wheelingagreatmanybarrowloads

grass,moss,soil,etcthatthemanyprocessescarriedoutonthegreenthrowup.Theditchesand

matsalsohavetobecleaned;benches,pavingslabs,patiopavers,windows,insidetheclubhouseallhavetobecleaned.

Iwasveryhumbledtoseethemen–andladies!–manyofwhomarenotinthefirstflushofyouth!givingalltheir

energiessothatwecanwalkbackinnextyearandhavealovelyclubhouseandgreatgreentoplayon.Trevorandhis

bandofmerrymenworkveryhardandIwouldliketosayaverypersonalthankyoutothemall.Butdorememberthis

allhastobedoneagainintheSpringbeforewecanplay.Thereisanoldsayingismanyhandsmakelightworkso,when

thetimecomes,goandgivethemahandandshowthatyouappreciateallthattheydo.It’snotjustthementhatare

needed,therearemanyjobstheladiescandoaswell.Ijustwonderhowmanyrealisethattherearesomejobsthathave

tobecarriedoutdailyonthegreenthroughoutthewinter.

IamveryproudandprivilegedtobePresidentofOakleywhenithasbeenawardedClubMarkstatus.Thisis,withouta

doubt,beenachievedbythegreateffortsanddedicationofPeterBown.Weallowehimagreatbigthankyou.Others

haveofcoursecontributedinvariousway,andwethankthemaswell,butthemainworkhasbeendonebyPeter.

Therehavebeenmanyhighlightsduringtheseason,notleastofallourrecenttourtotheLakeDistrict.Spencerdida

greatjobofrecordingtheeventsoftheweekandourmanyupsanddownsbutIthinkeveryoneenjoyeditonewayor

another–Icertainlydid.IwascertainlytouchedbythelovelypictureofDerwentWaterthatwaspresentedtomeonour

lastevening.Thankyoueveryone.

Otherhighlightshavebeenthesuccessofourplayersinexternalcompetitionsandleaguesallofwhichwillhavebeen

documentedbythecaptains.Congratulationstoyouall,Oakleyisveryproudofyou.Aspecialmentionhastogotoour

“youngsters”Heather,NicoleandAshley.Theyhavebroughtusmanythrillswiththeirsuccessesthroughouttheseason

allofwhichhavebeenaptlyreportedonbySpencer.Theyhavealsothehopethat,withencouragement,moreoftheir

agegroupwillplaythisgreatgameofours.

WenowstartourprogrammeofwinterfriendliesandIhopetoseethere.GoodBowlingandenjoy.
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Captain’sLog

fromBarryLee,Men’sCaptain

ANOTHERBITOFBARRY’SBANTER

Wellthatsitforanotheryear,IthinkOakleyhavedoneverywellthisyear.Thegreenisnowputto

beduntilnextApril.

InthelastChronicleIgotasfarasgame17intheFriendlylist,bytheendofthisweekwewillhaveplayed22Friendly

gamesovertheseason.LastyearinMargaret'syearasPresidentwewon7gamesoutofapossible20thisyearsofarwe

havewon8outof22andonSunday25thwewillplayanewfixtureThreeMileCross(nearReading).Itmaybeour9th

win.IalsosaidinmylastBanterthat68membershadplayedsofar,thishasnowrisento84members!!notbadatall

welldonetheClub.

Game18wasanallmen’s6rinkgameagainsttheRoyalCountyofBerkshire.Averynicewarmdaygreatfunwiththe

menandgreatfood.WelostoverallbutwelldoneFredNorris’steamwithSeanthesheep,DavidGuntonandJimDixon

whohadthehighestwinningrinkof27-13.

OurnextgamewaswithourlongstandingfriendsatLymingtonagreatdayabitbreezybutfairlywarm.Welostoverall

by14shotsbuthaveaguesswhohadhighestrink!!!YesitwasJockyagain,welldoneCamila,MargaretandJimDixon.

Game20wasa7rinkmatchagainstWaterside(nrSouthampton)Margarettookustotheirgreenonhertour2015with

12mixedrinks.Westartedthegamebutunfortunatelyitrainedsothegamewascalledoffhalfway.Sotheyaskedif

theycouldcometousthisyear.Asithappenedneitherofuswereabletoplayasweweregiventicketstothe‘Battle

Proms’atHighclereCastlewherewehadagreatafternoonandevening,andItseemedyoudidnotmissus,winning

145-117(28shots).WelldoneRuthBown’steamofChrisWilliams,DaveBowersandAshleyNethercliffwinning

38-10.

Game21wasnotsogoodforusagainstHydeAbbey,theycouldonlyraise10playerssoithadtobecancelled.Thank

youtoalltheplayerswhohadtheirnamedown.

Game22ournextgamewasatouringteamfromPlymouth‘SirFrancisDrake’BC,theweatherwashotandwithteaat

10endswefinishedtheafternoonafter16ends.Sotheycouldhavemoretimewithus.Averyenjoyableafternoonwith

lotsoffriendlypeople.Theysaidtheywouldliketocomeagaininfacttheysaid----“NOWEAREcomingagain!!”

Thebestfoodtheyhavehadoverthetour!welldoneMargaretandtheladies.AndwelldoneDerekEastonandhisteam

ValRyan,TerryVarndellandKevinVickers.20-8.

Game23wasanewfixturewithOakleythisyearTilehurst(nrReading).Wehadalittlerainforafewminutesanda

greatafternoonwashadevenafterbeingtoldwehaveaninternationalplayerinthecluband6MiddletonCupplayersin

theclub.Weonlylostby22shotsWelldoneStanMondandhisteamCarolynFord,GilVirgo,andCamila.23-14.

Game24waswiththeUniversityofReading,theyrangatthebeginningoftheweekwith9playersbutbytheendofthe

weektheyraised13players(outofatotalmembershipof38).VerymanythankstoValandJohnRyanwhokindly

offeredtoplayforthemtomaketheir15.Evenwith2ofourclubmembersplayingfortheoppositionwestilllost65-87
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BUT!welldoneBarryLee’steam,SandraLeeandBrianBeswick.His1stwinoftheseason!!(don’tsayaword).

Game25wasamidweekgameagainsttheHampshireClubsPastPresidentsAssociationwherewehad5Triples,and

weWON!onlybyoneshot79-78.AspecialwelldonetoHeatherStatham’srinkskippinginherfirstfriendlywithJim

DixonandCamila15-11.AlthoughIhavesaidGame25thatwasactuallyour21stgameas4gameshavebeencancelled.

AfteragoodandalittlewetTour,welookedforwardtothePresidentvVicePresidentgameonthe17th.Itwasavery

coldandbreezydaywithabouthalfanhourofsunmidgame,ThePresidentwon78-64withasmallerattendancethis

year.Afterthegameweallwentovertheclubforawarmingdrinkonthe“Bosses”followedbyagreatmealprovided

byTracy&Robbiealsoonthe“Bosses”AverybigThankyouall.

Sundaywastheclosingspoondriveandamuchwarmerday,26playersattendedwith24playing.Margaretorganised

theTea&BiscuitswhileIwasreserveforFrankwhowasplayinghisfirstgameafteraspellinHospitial.Welldoneto

SandraLeewhohadthehighestLadyscoreandtoTedTrantumandJonathanRousebothhavingthesamescorebutTed

won11endsandJonathan9ends.Allreceivedaprize.

TheYardstickhasbeenrunningagainthisyearwith10gamesplayedatotalof30membersattendedoverAugustand

September,thesameaslastyear,4ofwhichonlyplayed1gameIamwonderingifmoreadvertisingshouldbedoneto

theOpeningandClosingdaystogetherwiththeYardstickcompetitioncouldencouragemoretojoinin.

WellnowtoIndoorBowls.SpencerhasremindedusabouttheshortmatgamesonMondayafternoonsandThursday

afternoons,andIfyouwouldliketoplaysomeIndoorFriendliesoverthewinterpleasesendintheformSpencersentout

afewweeksago.IfyouhavenotgotaformpleaseletmeknowandIwilldroponeinforyou.Thereare10gamesover

thewintermonths,andIhopetogetthefirsttwooutinafewdays.Riverside(Winchester)isnowonlya5Triplesgame

startingat2-pmnot2-30pm.

IhopetoseeyouallattheEndofSeasonDanceupatMalshangerSaturday1stOctober.Itstartsat7-30pmandthere

isaSupperofFish&Chips,Sausage&Chips,Chicken&Chips,orVeggieBurger&Chips.PleasebookyourTickets

-Just£10.

ManythanksforallyourhelpovertheSeason.
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Spencer’sSnippets

fromSpencerKerley,GeneralSecretary

TheClub’scongratulationsgotoNicoleRogers,AshleyNethercliffeandHeatherStatham,allof

whomplayedsowellattheNationalChampionshipsatLeamingtonSpa.Nicolereachedthe

quarter-finalintheJuniorSingles(Under25)andwasrunner-upintheSuttonWinsonTrophy

(Under18s)havingbeatenAshleyinthesemi-final–quiteanachievementforoneclubtoprovide

twoofthelastfourinacompetitionthatfeatured128players.Nicole,skippedbyHeatheralso

reachedthequarter-finaloftheJuniorPairswheretheybowedouttoSophieTolchard,whoistobeEngland’sSingles

representativeatWorldBowlstobeheldinNewZealandinNovember.

ThesefineperformancesdidnotgounnoticedbytheEnglandselectorsandtheclubwasdelightedwhenbothAshley

andNicolewereselectedtobepartofa12strong(6boysand6girls)EnglandUnder18teamtoplayWalesinaTest

MatchatBarry.BothacquittedthemselvesverywellandwereinstrumentalinhelpingEnglandtoaTestwin.Iknow

theythoroughlyenjoyedtheexperienceand,havingshowntheselectorswhattheycando,shouldbeabletolook

forwardtomorerepresentativehonours.In2017NicolewillnolongerqualifytoplayintheUnder18eventsbutAshley

andHeatherwillandbothhavebeeninvitedtoanEnglandJuniorAcademyweekend.Wewishthemgoodluck.

Ithas,however,notjustbeenourJuniorsthathavehadsuccessonthegreen.Overthelast6weeksoftheseasonthe

Clubhashadthefollowingsuccesses(IhopeIhavenotmissedanyone):

NHWBATwoWoodSinglesR/U–LauraButler

NHWBATriplesR/U–CamillaKingshott,LauraButlerandValRyan

BDBAPairsR/U–TerryHeathandTedBrown

BDBATriplesR/U–TerryHeath,RicNewsonandTedBrown

BDBATwoWoodTriplesR/U–TerryHeath,RicNewsonandTedBrown

BDBAChampionofChampionsR/U–TerryHeath

WhitchurchLeagueSinglesWinner–TerryHeath

WhitchurchLeaguePairsWinners–TerryHeathandRicNewson

WhitchurchLeagueChampionofChampionsR/U–TerryHeath

WhitchurchLeagueNoviceSinglesWinner–HeatherStatham

WhitchurchLeagueNoviceSinglesR/U–NicoleRogers

SuccesshasnotjustbeenconfinedtothegreenastheClubhasrecentlybeenawardedClubmarkaccreditationbySport

England–theonlyBowlsClubinHampshiretobesoaccreditedandoneofonly11bowlsclubsthroughouttheCountry.

Achievingthisawardmeansthattheclubisrecognisedasasafe,rewardingandfulfillingplaceforparticipantsofall

agesaswellashelpingparentsandcarersknowthatthey’rechoosingtherightClubfortheiryoungpeople.Itindicates

thattheClubhashighstandardsofwelfare,equity,coachingandmanagementandthatweprovidetherightenvironment

whichensuresthewelfareofmembersandencourageseveryonetoenjoysportandstayinvolvedthroughouttheirlives.

Ahugeamountofworkwentintoensuringwewereabletodemonstratethat,asaClub,wenotonlyhadinplacethe
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necessarypoliciesandproceduresbutalsothatweadheredtothemandweareenormouslygratefultoourTreasurer

Peterwholedonallthis.Itmusthavebeenenormouslyfrustratingforhimtocompletemorethan75%oftheprocess

onlyforSportEnglandtochangetherulesbutwecannowsaywearethefirstBowlsClubtohaveachievedtheaward

usingthenewon-linesystem.CongratulationsontheawardhavebeenreceivedfromtheChiefExecutiveofBowls

Englandandwearenowwaitingtohearwhentheformalpresentationofourcertificatewilltakeplace.Perhapsthefinal

wordsoftheAssessorwhovisitedtheClubrecentlydefineusasaClub.Hesaidinhisreport“Itisveryhardtodefine

whatmakesa"strong/goodclub”butyesterdayIvisitedaclubthatsatisfiesitsmembers,isalwayslookingtoimprove

andhasthatfriendlyfeelthatyoucan'tdescribeuntilyouvisititforyourself.”

Membershipnowstandsat130but,asinmostyears,weshouldexpecttherewillbeanumberofpeoplewhoforvarying

reasons,willnotre-joinfor2017.TheRecruitmentandRetentionSubCommitteewill,asnormal,belookingathowwe

canmaintainnumbersandensurethemembershipisnotskewedtoomuchtowardsaparticularagegroupandwould

welcomefrommembersanyideasforrecruitmentinitiatives.

CLUBTOURTOTHELAKEDISTRICT

On3rdSeptemberthetouristssetoffontheirlongawaitedtriptotheLakeDistrict.Itwasasmoothjourneyonour

Moreton'sExecutiveCoach,equippedwithonboardwi-fi,andsoonafter5pmwewereinourhomeforthenextweek-

theSkiddawHotel.SituatedonthemainstreetinKeswickithasaconservatory,idealforpeoplewatchingandthis

provedapopularmeetingplacethroughouttheholiday.

SundaysawmostpeopleupbrightandearlyandafterbreakfastitwasleisuretimearoundKeswick.Theattractionofthe

shopswastoogreatforsomebutothersmadetheshortstrolltoDerwentwaterthroughthebeautifulCrowParkwitha

fewventuringontoFriarsCragwithitsstunningviewsalongthelake.Aroundnoonweboardedthecoachforwhat

shouldhavebeenashorttriptoCaldbeckbutwebecamelostaroundCockermouthwithourdriverJohnpatiently

ignoringthebackseatdriverswiththeirmobilephonemaps.Nodoubtanoccasionwhenheregrettedthecoachhaving

asatellitewificonnection!StillbythetimewearrivedatCaldbeck,avillagehighontheFellswehadexperienced

somewonderfulviews.ThevillageisfamedforitsconnectionwiththehuntsmanJohnPeel,whosegraveisinthe

churchyard.Thelocalswereextremelyfriendlyandtherewasagooddealofbanterthroughouttheafternoonbutthey

gaveusabowlinglessonwithOakleymanagingonlytwowinningrinks.Thehospitalityhadtobeexperiencedtobe

believed-wonderfulsconeswithlemoncurdorCumbrianrumbutteraswellasscrumptioushomebakedbiscuits.

Mondaydidnotgotoplan.MaryhadplannedforadriveovertheKirkstonePasstoWindermerefollowedbyaboattrip

toAmblesideandthenaleisurelytripbackviaGrasmerebutnooneatCumbriaCountyCouncilhadthoughttotellthe

TourofBritaincycleraceorganisersthattheyshouldplantheirroutesoasnottoinconvenienceOakleyBC.PlanZhad

tobeusedandtoavoidtheclosureswetravelledtoAmblesideusingthemainroadandthentoBownesswherewe

caughtaboattoLakeside.FromtherewehadtojourneybacktoKeswickonthemotorway.Formostofthedayitrained

sowewouldprobablynothaveseenmuchovertheKirkstonePassbutnonethelessitwasdisappointingforthoseon

theirfirstvisittotheLakesthattheirdaywascurtailed.

Tuesdaysawthepartysplitup.18memberswentofftoApplebyinWestmorelandwheretheymarvelledattheworkthat

hadbeendonetorestorethegreenandpavilionfollowingStormDesmond.Thegamewasclose,againwecamesecond,
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butwelefthavinghadanenjoyableafternoonwithfriendlyhosts.Withonly18touristsgoingtoApplebytheresthad

additionaltimetoexplore.SomewalkedaroundDerwentwaterortookthelaunch.Otherscaughtthelocalbusupthe

HonisterParkpastButtermereandCrumockWater.Whatevertheydid,allenjoyedthemselves.

WednesdaysawthetourheadingforCarlisle,wheremembersspentthemorningbrowsingthecitycentrewithsome

visitingCarlisle'snewmuseumandotherstheCastleandCathedral.AfterlunchwemadeourwaytoCourtfieldBowling

Club..Itwasunusuallyawarmdayandwehadawarmwelcomeonthegreen.FriendlyastheCourtfieldbowlerswere,

theytooknoprisonersandwefailedtowinonasinglerinkwiththePresident'srinkskippedbytheSecretarygettinga

bowlinglesson.Againthehospitalitywasexcellentwithsconesandfruitbreadafterthegameandwemadetheshort

journeybacktoKeswickingoodspirits.

NowonderCumbriaisgreenandhassomanylakes.ThursdaywasdriverJohn'scompulsorydayoffandithadbeen

plannedthatthetouristswouldspendthemorningwanderingaroundthemarketbeforegoingtoFitzParktoplayonthe

bestgreeninCumbria.Anotherplanwentwrong.Itrainedallmorningthoughsomebravesoulswentshoppingand

thenataround12.30Maryhadthedisappointingtaskofinformingusthatastherainwasstillfallingoutoftheskyand

asthegreenhadpuddlesonitthematchhadbeencancelled.Wedid,however,havetheconsolationofmeetingupand

reminiscingwithJanFosterandDaveHuytonwhohadtravelledupfromtheirnewhomeinLancashire.

TheraincontinuedovernightandwewokeonFridaymorningtofindtheskiesovercastbutitwasdry-just.Sadlythe

forecastfortheafternoonwasforheavyrainandlatemorning,followingconversationswithCroftBowlingClubitwas

decidedtocancelthegame.John,ourdriver,did,however,takeusonashortmysterytouruptheWhinlatterPassandby

thetimewearrivedbackattheSkiddawtherainhadbegun.Thedecisiontocalloffthegameprovedagoodoneasit

pouredallafternoonandevening.TheFarewellDinner,wherewewerejoinedbyCumbriaSecretaryMargaretDocherty

andhusband,wasasusualagreatsuccess."TourVirgin"ChrisWilliamsgaveasplendidvoteofthankstoPresident

Maryforalltheworkthathadgoneintoorganisingsuchanenjoyableweekandonbehalfofalltouristspresentedher

withaframedpictureofSkiddawwithKeswickintheforeground.ReplyingMarypaidtributetoallwhohadhelpedher

andpresentedtheprestigiousBlackMarktrophytoLindaSmith(Blackmarksraisedalmost£300fortheHospice),the

WoodenSpoontoHazelSolomonandtheTourTrophytoPeterBown.

Saturdaycametoosoonandby9.15amwehadsetoffonthelongtriphome.Theearlypartofthejourneywasingood

weatherbutitwasrainingbythetimewestoppedforlunchattheSpreadEagle.Fromthereitwasonemorecomfort

breakbeforewewerebackhomeafteratourwherewehadanexcellentcoachanddriver,awelllocatedhotelwith

comfortableroomsandgoodfoodandfriendlyandhospitablehosts.Admittedlytheweathermighthavebeenbetterbut

onarrivalhomethegeneralviewwasthatthetourwashighlyenjoyableandwenowlookforwardtoDevonin2017.
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LadiesSecretary’sSalutation

FromLesleyAllard,LadiesSecretary

Ican’tbelieveit’sallover! Wherehasthesummergone?

ByallaccountsMary’s tourtotheLakeDistrictwasagreatsuccess,eveniftheweatherwas

mixed. Everyoneenjoyedvisitingtheareaandarelaxingstayinagoodhotel.

TheIndoorseasonhasarrivedandIhavethelistfortheNHWBAluncheontobeheldatLoddon

ValeIBConTuesday8November. ThisisalwaysanenjoyableeventandOakleyLadieshave

severalrunners-uptrophiestocollect. Ifanyladies(allladieswhoplayoutdoorsarewelcome),wouldliketogoplease

givemearingon397435andIwillgiveyoudetailsofthemenu. Ineednamesandpayment(achequefor£18made

payabletoNHWBA)pleasebefore14October,whenIhavetotakelistandpaymenttotheAutumncouncilmeeting.

OnceagainOakleyladiesplayedtheiroldfriendsHookladiesintheannualfixtureandwerethevictorsforthefirsttime

forseveralyears. Welldoneladies! TheAssessorfortheClubmarkAccreditationwasimpressedwiththefriendly

attitudeandobviousenjoymentontheday. 

WehavereceivedClubmarkAccreditationnow,thankstothehardworkofPeterBownandmanymemberswhomake

OakleyBCsuchagreatClub. Thisisyourclubrunby volunteermemberswhomaintaintheClubhouse,equipment,

greenandsurroundingareaandassuchkeepdowntheMembershipFees! Yourclubneedsyou!!

MavisTitheradge(MavetheRave!)isrecoveringfromtheshockandchestinjuryfollowingacaraccident. Getwell

soonMavis. 

TheClubmournedthepassingawayofRegChaplin,thehusbandandgreatsupportofPastPresidentBeryl. Regwasan

excellentwoodworkerandmadetheboxesfortheClubtrophiesaswellasthewoodenspoonsawardedontour. A

tributetoReg,writtenbySpencer,wasreadouttothecongregationatthefuneral,attendedbymanyOakleymembers,

pastandpresent.

BestwishestotheincomingPresidentJimFitzgerald. WehopethatheandhiswifePatenjoytheride!

BirthdayThanks

Ihadawonderful90thbirthdaywithlovelycelebrationswithmyfamilyandfriends. Thankyoutoyouallwhosent

greetingsandparticularlyforthegorgeousbouquetoflovelyfreesiasfromtheBowlsClub.Iwasoverwhelmedasthey

weresobeautifulandlastedsuchalongtime.

IamsorryIhaven'tbeenabletoplaymuchthisseason. Iamnowfeelingmuchbettersohopetobeseenmoreattheclub.

Thanksagaintoeveryone.

Mavis.

HappyAnniversary

CongratulationstoValandJohnRyanandtoJoandRoyHolland,whocelebratedtheir50thweddinganniversary

recently.
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Thankyou

AthankletterwasreceivedfromValandJohnRyanfortheirflowersfortheirgoldenwedding.

"Abigthankyoutoallyoulovelypeopleforthebeautifulflowersforourgoldenweddinganniversary.Itwassucha

surprisetofindthemonourdoorstep.Onceagainabigthankyou.Jo&RoyXXXX"

GreenMattersbyTrevorWearn

8:00amonMonday19thSeptembersawthemainGreenTeamassembletobeginthetaskoftheautumnrenovations.It

didseemashameconsideringhowwellitlookedafteratestingseason,but,afteraslighthitchcausedbythescarifing

machinecomplainingabouttheextraeffortwerequiredfromit,wewererippingintothesurfaceandbarrowfullafter

barrowfullofthatchandspoilwerecartedaway.Around9:00amtherestofthevolunteersarrivedtotacklealltheother

jobsthatarepartandparcelofputtingtheGreentobedforthewinterandSpencerwassoonlookingsuitablybedraggled

inhiswelliesandwaterproofsashejet-washedalltheditchmats!Afteramid-morningbreaktodevoursomeverymuch

appreciatedBacon&SausagesandwichessuppliedbyPresidentMaryandTerry,workenthusiasticallycontinueduntil

bydinnertimealltheancillaryjobswerecompleted,leavingjust½dozentodownsomehomemadesoupsuppliedby

CoralandcarryonwithworkontheGreenitself.Theweatherdeterminedfinishingtimeforthedayhoweverwhenat

3:00pmtheforecastedlightshowerarrived,turningquicklyintoanun-forecasteddownpour!

TuesdaydawnedbetterthoughandafulldaybythemainGreenTeammensawusfinishupaheadofschedulewithonly

afewhoursonWednesdayneededtofinishup.Justsomesprayingandfertilizingtodoandwecansitbackandwatch

thegrassgrow–onlyforalittlewhilethough,thewinterworkschedulestartsnextweekandsomeonehastogouptothe

Greeneachdaytokeepaneyeonit!

MysincerethankstotheGreenTeamandtheGardeningTeamforthemany,manyhoursputinovertheseasonandto

allthevolunteerswhohelpedusoverthelastfewdays.Ijusthopethemembersarejustasappreciativeofallyourgood

workwhichhelpskeepOakleyBowlingClubrightuptherewiththebest!!

Ifyou’dliketogetinvolvedintheworkontheGreenorsurrounds,whichasIsaidearlierhastogoonalltheyearround

andparticularlyifyouaremechanicallymindedasIreallyneedsomeonetohelpwiththeroutineservicingofour

machines,pleasecontactme,myphonenumberandemailaddressareintheFixtureCard.

Winterwellthen,I’llthinkofyou(maybe!!)whileI’mstillbowlingoutdoors,inthesun,inshortsoverthenextmonth,

haveaGreatXmasandNewYearifIdon’tseeyoubeforethen(ImightjuststayinSpain!!),

HastaLuego!
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fromPeterBown

FollowingthereturnfromtheClubTourtoCumbria,theClubwasvisitedbytheSportHampshire&IOWClubmark

Assessor.ThiswasthefinalstageoftheClubmarkprocessand,twodayslater,itwasconfirmedthatwehadachieved

theClubmarkaccreditationstatus.ApresentationoftheCertificatewillbearrangedbytheAssessor.

Statisticsaredifficult,butfromtheSportEnglandClubMatterswebsite,atthepointweattainedaccreditationalmost

2,650clubshadattainedClubmarkaccreditationrepresentingapproximately13%ofregisteredclubs.However,there

areonly20bowlsclubswithClubmark,andwebelieveonly11oftheseareoutdoorclubs.

HavingledtheClubmarkprocessforthepast18months,Ihavebeenaskedthreekeyquestionsonaregularbasis.These

are:

WhatisClubmark?

HowcanClubmarkbenefittheClub?

WhatwerethemainchangesneededtoattainClubmark?

WhatisClubmark?

ClubmarkistheuniversallyacknowledgedcrosssportaccreditationschemeforcommunitysportsClubs.

ItshowsthataClubprovidestherightenvironmentwhichensuresthewelfareofmembersandencourageseveryoneto

enjoysportandstayinvolvedthroughouttheirlives.

AnaccreditedClubisrecognisedasasafe,rewardingandfulfillingplaceforparticipantsofallagesaswellashelping

parentsandcarersknowthatthey’rechoosingtherightClubfortheiryoungpeople.

HowcanClubmarkBenefittheClub?

Asasingle,nationalstandard,Clubmarkgivessportsclubsofalltypesstructureanddirection.ClubsawardedClubmark

haveseenmanytangiblebenefits,suchas:

RaisedProfile–Clubmarkisahighlyvaluedaccreditation.Aswellasraisingtheprofilewithlocalauthorities,

NGBsandothersportingandcommunitybodies,allaccreditedclubsarelistedonanationaldatabaseandin

otherdirectories,tohelpthemtopublicisewhattheydo,attractnewmembersandgrow.

ContinuousImprovement–Accreditationencouragesaclubtoadoptbetter,moreorganisedsystemsand

structures,thushelpingthemtorunmoreeffectivelyandefficiently.

MarketingandCommunication–Clubmarkgivesclubstheconfidencetopromotethemselves.AllClubmark

clubscanaccesstheClubmarkmember’sarea,utilisetheClubmarklogoandtakeadvantageofotherbrand

resourcesaswellasbespokeinformationtohelpgeneratemorepublicity.Theuniversalbrand,recognising



12

qualityclubsacrossmorethan30sportsisareallyvaluablemarketingtool.

DevelopingCoaches–AspartofClubmark,clubsareentitledtoreceivehelptodeveloptheskillsofcoaches.

This,inturnleadstobetterqualityprovisionandimprovedplayerperformance.

IncreasedMembershipandRetainingMembers–Clubmarkstimulatesrealthoughtabouthowclubscaterfor

members.Addressingissueslikeequityandchildprotectiongivesmembersandparentsconfidencewhen

choosingaclub.

LinkswithSchools–Clubmarkclubsarenormallythefirstinvitedtoworkwithlocalschoolsandschoolsare

beingencouragedtosignpostpupilstoClubmarkclubs.

Funding–ManyfundingbodiesstatethatapplicantsmustbeClubmarkaccreditedorworkingtowardsit.

WhatwerethemainchangesneededtoattainClubmark?

OakleyBowlingClubwasveryluckyinasmuchasitwasalreadyawell-runclub.Clubmarkhadbeenlookedatbythe

Committeeinabout2011but,atthetime,itwasconsideredthattherewastoomuchtodoandeffortswereconcentrated

onthenewpavilion.SincethentheClubmarkruleshavebeenrefinedandtheClubhasintroducedHealth&Safetyand

SafeguardingPoliciesandProcedures.Whenthegapanalysiswasdonein2015,itwasdecidedthattheClubshould

applyforClubmark.Theprocesshasbeenslowandtheruleshavebeenchangedthreetimessincethen.

AspartofClubmark,theClubhadtoreviewandupdateorimplementpoliciesandprocedurestomeettheClubmark

Criteria.Asaresult,thereisnowanewPoliciesandProcedurestabonthewebsite;thiscoversPolicies(newonesare

forWelfareandforEquity&FairPlay),CodesofConduct(coveringclubofficials&volunteers,coachesandbowls

etiquettegenerally),andRoleDescriptions(coveringPresident,Secretary,Treasurer,WelfareOfficerandCoaches).

AsaresultoftheClubmarkprocess,theCommitteehasanimprovedunderstandingofitscatchmentarea,hasbeenable

tobettertargetrecruitmentdrives,andhasdevelopedandrecordeditscoachingstructureandtheirqualifications.

GoingForward

Asalways,thereismorethatcanandwillbedoneandtherearethreetargetareasforthecomingyear.

TheCommitteefeelthattheyneedtoobtainfeedbackfrommembers(especiallyaswehaverecruitedsomany

overthepastthreeyears)astohowtheclubisrun,whethertheplayingopportunitiesarecorrectlytargeted,and

whatsocialactivitiesshouldbeconsidered.Asurveywillbecirculatedtoachievethis.

Inaddition,theCommitteewishtoreviewthecoachingstructure(anyonewishingtobecomeanActivator

CoachorLevel1CoachshouldspeakwithRuthBownorSueDixon).

Thereisalsoanintentiontodevelopacoachingplanforexistingmembersthatwilldevelopskillsatalllevels.
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HOSPICECUP

fromKeithTurnbull

NowthattheSpoonDriveseasoniscomplete,Iampleasedtoannouncethatforthesecondyearrunning,theWinnerof

theHospiceCupisTedTrantum.

RunnerupisMarionBringesandinthirdplaceisColinClarke.

Asyoumightbeaware,introducedaslightvariationonthescoringsystematthestartofthisyear.Insteadofscoring

purelyonaggregateshotdifferenceovertheseason,Iappliedaweightingfactor,whichisdesignedtorewardplayers

whoattendregularlyandsubmitalltheirscorecards(eventhepoorerones!).

However,asitturnedout,theresultthisyearwouldhavebeenthesameeitherway.FinalScoreswereasfollows:

NAME FINALSCORE TOTALSHOT
DIFFERENCE

NO.OFSCORECARDS
SUBMITTED(TOTAL
POSSIBLEWAS21)

TedTrantum 70 +98 15
MarionBringes 51 +76 14
ColinClarke 32 +68 10

Icanalsoreportthat,subjecttoconfirmation,atotalof£572.50wasraisedbytheSpoonDrivesforStMichael'sHospice

thisyear.CongratulationsagaintoTed.

FOURMEMBERSREACHROTARYDISTRICTBOWLSFINAL

fromJonathanRouse

 

AteamcomprisingKevinVickers,JonathanRouse,JimGraydonandJimLawson

havereachedthefinalofRotaryDistrict1110bowlscompetition.Thefourmembers

belongtotheRotaryClubofBasingstokeDeanewhichmeetsatTestValleyGolf

ClubeveryTuesdayEvening.

Thereareover70rotaryClubsinDistrict1110whichcoversmostofHampshire,TheIsleofWight,partsofDorsetand

WiltshireandTheChannelIslands.

TheteamhaswonthroughthreeroundstoreachthefinalthankstoperhapsthreehomedrawsatOakley.Theynearlydid

notgetveryfarasintheirfirstmatchagainstSouthamptonMagnaRotaryClubtheywere9-12downonthefinalendbut

pinchedit13-12.

ThenextroundwassomewhatmorecomfortablewithawinagainstBishopsWaltham19-8.Ahomedrawinthesemi

finalplacedusathometoSouthseaCastlewhenafteraslightscarethefinalresultwas14-9.

Gillingham(Dorset)aretheopponentsinthefinalwhichiswaitingtobearranged.
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WHITCHURCHLEAGUE

fromValRyan

WoodpeckerswinningDivision4oftheWednesdayWhitchurchLeague

Asmostoftheteamwere(ontour)itwaslefttoJohnYarrall,LauraButler,JohnandValerieRyantorepresentourteam

andcollectthetrophy.ItwasheldatSt.MaryBourne,onSaturday10thSeptember.

TheafternooninvolvedeveryonewhoenteredtheWhitchurchLeagueandwererunnersuporwon,andwereavailable!

Itwasplayedas arinksformat,andwasplayedingoodfun,despitetherain,whichwasunforgiving.

Afterthegameourhostsgaveusaverynicesupper,asisthenormforStMaryBourne,thenfollowedthepresentingof

thetrophies,cups,andshields.

HeatherStathambeatNicoleRogersintheNovicesingles,andcollectedhertrophy,TerryHeathwonseveral,alsoRic

Newson.SorryIfI'veforgottenanyone,nexttimeI'lltakenotes.

THANKYOU

fromCharliePhilip

IwanttostartbysayingwhatapleasureithasbeentojointheOakleyBowlsClub.IfirstcamealongtotheOakleySport

WeekendandcontinuedwiththeBowlsforFunevenings,whichreallygavemeaninsight,notjusttobowlsbutalsoto

thefriendlinessoftheclub.Ahugethankyouespeciallytothosewhogaveuptheirtimetotryandteach&encourageus

inthefinertechniquesofbowls&maybeonedaywewillactuallygetthehangofit.

InitiallyIcamealongtoafewoftheSpoondrivesandmorerecentlytosomeoftheYardstickevenings.Thishasreally

helpedmegatherexperiencewithouttoomuchfearofspoilingaseriousgame,okIknowsomeofyoutakeitvery

seriously&otherstakeitasatimeforfellowshipandpractice.Itisalwaysencouragingtousnewcomerstoseesomeof

thelongerstandingplayersgettingthebiasthewrongwayroundaswellassendingthebowlsalongwaypastorshortof

theJack.Itwasashamethelasteveningwascutshortbythethunderstormbutthat’sBritainforyouandwasn’tita

humdingerofathunderstormtoo.IagainapologiseformylatenessonthefeweveningsIcameandenjoyedthebanter

aroundit&hopeIgiveasgoodasIget,itsallpartofthefriendlinessoftheclub,aswellasmakingmefeelacceptedby

youall.

Ilookforwardtomeetingsomeofyouduringtheclosedseasonattheindoorfriendly’sandwilltryandputmyname

downforsomeoftheactualgamesnextseason,whetherIgetpickedornotisanothermatter.

Seeyouallsoon.
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CateringChit-Chat

fromMargaretLee

Ican’tbelieveit’stheendoftheseasonalreadyalthoughfromacateringpointofviewit’sbeenaverybusyone.We

seemedtohavealotofhomegames(15intotal)+2hostedgamesand2touringteamssoasIsaidit’sbeenabusy

seasonforcatering.

IwouldliketothankALLtheladiesandgentswhohavehelpedovertheseason.Ihavealwayshadenoughvolunteersto

makethesandwichesandcakesforthefriendliesandonthehostedgamesIhavehadalotofsupportforgettingthe

mealsreadyandservingthem.

IwouldparticularlyliketothankCarolynFord,VeraRhodes,AverilAdams,SandraLee,ValRyanandCamila

Kingshottwhohasmadesandwichesandorcakesforeveryhomegame.AlsothankyoutoLindaSmith,CoralWearn,

CarolynFord,VeraRhodesandAverilAdamswhohavehelpwiththehostedgames.IknowwithouttheirhelpIwould

havebeenstrugglingtokeeptothehighstandard.Thisyearwehaveonlyhadteahalfwaythroughthegamefor2or3

gameswhichhasmadethecateringaloteasiertomanage.TothosewhopreparedthebuffetforafterthegamesIwould

liketosaythankyouforyoursupport.YouaretoomanytomentionbynamebutwithoutyoualldoingyourbitOBC’s

reputationwouldnotbeasitistoday.

AftertheBowlsEnglandgameonWednesday25MayIhadsomanycomplimentsabouttherangeofsandwichesand

cakesforthebuffetatlunchtimeandthemealafterthegame.Infactalloftheclubsthatvisitareverycomplimentary

aboutthefood.Thisisnotjustdowntome,asIpointouttothem,it’salsotheteamworkandthewonderfulsupportIget

fromyouall.

OakleyhasaverygoodreputationinthebowlingworldsothepressureisontokeepupthestandardbutIamsurethat

theladiesandgentsofOakleyBCwillrisetothechallenge.

Thankyouoneandall.

THANKYOU

fromDuncanWilkins

IwouldliketopleasesayabigthankyoutoalltheATeambowlerswhohelpedtobringtherunnersupspottoTheClub.

IknowwehavetwoteamsenteredintheBDBAleague,Idon'tparticularlyliketheAandBtag,becausetheyalsohad

averygoodseasonfinishing3rd.Abigthankyougoestoalltheteamsinvolved,andhere'stoaseasoninthetopflight,

andhopefullymoresuccess.
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JACKHIGH

fromCoralWearn

The‘JackHigh’isaFundRaiserforOakleyBowlingClubandmakesasignificantfinancialcontribution.

Ifyouarenotalreadyamemberandwouldliketotakepartpleasecontact:-

Coral-Tel:01256353704orEmail:coral.wearn@virginmedia.com

TheSubscriptioncostis£2permonth-£24paidannually.

Thedrawpayoutsaredependentontheamountofsubscriptionscollectedtothedateofeachdraw.

Theaveragepayoutis1paymentbetween£30&£50permonth

andbetween3&5paymentsof£10permonth.

THEMOREMEMBERSTHEHIGHERTHEPAYOUT.

THE‘JACKHIGH’CLUBRULES

TherulesoftheClubareasfollows:-

Themembershipsubscriptionpersharewillbe£2permonthandeachsharewillbeallocatedanumber.ForJackHigh

purposestheyearwillruntocoincidewiththeBowlingclubyeari.e.NovembertoOctoberandpaymentwillbe

collectedinadvanceattheAnnualGeneralMeeting,orbydirectelectronicpaymenttotheTreasurer(SortCode

20-05-00,AccountNo.13741443).NewMemberswhojointheJackHighClubduringtheyearwillberequiredtopay

subscriptionsonlyforthatpartoftheyearremaining.

Non-paymentwillautomaticallydisqualifythesharefromwinning.

IfatanytimeitbecomesnecessarytodissolvetheClubthe‘JackHigh’Clubcommitteeguaranteestorefundall

subscriptionsreceivedexceptthoserelatingtodrawsthathavealreadytakenplace.

Allmemberswillbenotifiedofthenumbersallocatedtotheirsharesandwillparticipateindrawsforthebenefits

specifiedinRule5.

Thebenefitswillconsistofprizeseachcalendarmonth(numberofprizesandamountofeachprizewillbedependenton

theamountofsubscriptionscollectedtodateofdraw),thesedrawswillbemademonthlyataClubfunctioni.e.Friendly
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Match,ClubDay,AnnualDinnerDanceetc.

Thenumbersoftheprize-winnerswillbedeterminedbyadrawmadeoneachofthesaidoccasions,withnumbersbeing

drawnatrandombyClubmemberspresent.

EachprizewillbepaidtothewinningmemberbythememberresponsibleforrunningtheJackHighdraw.

Membersmayhaveasmanysharesastheywish,eachbeingchargedat£24peryear.

Belowisasummaryof‘JackHigh’profitspaidtoClubFundsbetween2003and2016–Sopleasekeepyour

contributionscomingtosupportus–everythingbit,nomatterhowsmall,helpstowardskeepingtheClubrunning

efficiently.

Year Income
Prizes
PaidOut

Paidto
Club
Funds

Cumulative
Profit

Year Income
PrizesPaid

Out
Paidto

ClubFunds
Cumulative

Profit

2003 £2204 £1100 £1104 £1104 2010 £2088 £1020 £1068 £8807
2004 £2387 £1160 £1227 £2331 2011 £1944 £960 £984 £9791
2005 £2184 £1080 £1104 £3435 2012 £2040 £1020 £1020 £10811
2006 £2136 £1080 £1056 £4491 2013 £2178 £1020 £1158 £11969
2007 £2132 £1000 £1132 £5623 2014 £2040 £1020 £1020 £12989
2008 £2074 £1000 £1074 £6697 2015 £2112 £1062 £1050 £14039
2009 £2002 £960 £1042 £7739 2016 £2064 £1020 £1044 £15083

IwillbeattheAGMwithfulldetailsofJackHighandwillbeavailabletocollectyourpaymentsandenrolanynew

members.

Keswick–Anextractfromanon-bowler'sdiary

FromChrisLee

Asanon-bowlerwhatdidIwanttoachievefrommyweekinKeswick?Theanswerwastocombinetripstointeresting

places,terminatingwherepossibleatthebowlinggreenswherethetouristswereplaying.IcouldseethatIcouldachieve

thismostdays,atleastuntiltheweatherintervened.

Sunday4thSeptember

ThefirstmorninginKeswickwasanorientationtriparoundthetown,checkingoutsomeshopsforSandra,confirming

bustimetablesandvisitingBoothssupermarket–itmadeWaitroselookdownmarket!

TheafternoonwasatriptoCaldbeckandafterbeingdroppedatthebowlinggreen,IsetoutalongtheriverHowktothe

remainsofthebobbinmill,whichoncehadthelargestwatermill(42feetdiameter)inthecountry,andnowhassome

impressivewaterfallsinthelimestonegorge.Returningacrossthegorgeonafootbridge,Ireachedthevillage,which

hasaninterestingshopwithapetrolpumpoutside(notverycommonthesedays)andthenvisitedtheadjacent
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churchyardwiththegraveofJohnPeel(“DoyekenJohnPeel”),whichSpencerKerleyfoundaheadofme.Walking

alongsidethechurchyardarestoredwatermillcanbeseen,thistimeontheCaldBeckafterwhichthevillageisnamed,

andwhichformstheboundaryoftheLakeDistrictNationalParkinthisarea.Followingthebeck,theOddfellowsArms

wasreached,whichprovedtobeadisappointingvisitwithindifferentstaff.Ithenreturnedtothebowlingclubintimeto

watchtheendofthegameandtoparticipateintheexcellentteaprovided.

Monday5thSeptember

Thedaystarteddisappointingly,butaccidentallyturnedintoasuccess.TodaywasacoachtouroftheLakeDistrict,but

itclashedwiththeCycleTourofBritain,whichwasalsointheLakeDistrict,resultinginmanyroadsbeingclosed.We

travelledfirsttothecoachparktoreceiveabriefingonwhatwashopedtobetheroute,andthenreturnedtothehotelto

pickupJockyandVerawhohadmissedourinitialdeparture.WestoppedfirstinarainyAmblesideandafteraquick

lookaroundSandraandIretiredtotheQueensHotel–theoldestbuildinginAmbleside,withaverychattybarman.The

coachthentookustoBowness,ticketsforacruisetoLakesideoveranhourlaterweredistributedandtimeforpickupin

Lakesideconfirmed.Asweleftthecoachaquickcheckofthetimetablesshowedthattherewasanearliercruiseleaving

almostimmediatelyandwequicklyboarded,asitwouldgiveusplentyoftimetotakeatripontheLakesideand

HaverthwaiteRailway.

Theboatdepartedatoncebutthecruisewasnotveryinterestingwithsomerain,mistandeverythinglookinggrey.At

LakesidewejoinedthesteamtrainandtravelledtoHaverthwaite.Nowwithoveranhouravailablewehadplentyof

timetolookaround,visittheengineshedandhaveanexcellenthomemadelunchinthestationrestaurant.Wereturned

toLakesidebythenexttrainandcaughtthecoachbacktoKeswick.Averyluckyandsuccessfulday.

Tuesday6thSeptember

TodaythebowlingwasinApplebybutSandraandIstayedlocallyandwerejoinedbyMarion&KeithBringes.We

walkedtoDerwentWater,tookalaunchalsocarryingRicandSueNewson,toHawseEndonthefarside,andwalked

alongsidethelake.AtonepointwereachedalargepuddlewhereagallantyoungmanofferedtogiveMariona

piggybackasshedidn’twanttogethernewbootswet!Wecontinueddownthelengthofthelakeandalongthebottom,

crossingtheChineseBridgeovertheDerwentrivertoreachtheLodoreFallsHotel,

wherewemetRicandSueagain,foranexcellentlunchoftriple-decker

sandwiches.AfterlunchwewalkeduptotheLodoreFalls.Theywouldlookbetter

whentherewerefewerleavesonthetrees,andwethenwalkeddowntothelaketo

takethelaunchbacktoKeswick.Thejourneybackwasquitefunnybecausea

ratherancientladywithtoomuchmake-upcameroundsellingticketsandthenshe

cameroundasecondtimecollectingtheticketsshehadjustsoldus.Bizarre.

Wednesday7thSeptember

TodayIwasallowedoutonmyownandtookabustoCarlisle.Thenextpartofmyjourneywasonarailreplacement

bustoApplebybecausethefloodsoflastwinterhadcausedmajorsubsidencethatwasstillbeingrepaired.Ithenjoined

thetraintoRibblehead.Itstoppedseveraltimes,atcarefullyrestoredstationsincludingDentthehigheststationin

Englandat1150feet.(NothinglikeJungfraujoch,thehigheststationinEuropeat11,332feetthatisalsoworthavisit.)

ArrivingatRibbleheadabriskwalktookmedowntotheviaduct,asymbolofthisline,andresponsibleforboththe

attemptbyBritishRailtoclosethelineandthesuccessfuloppositionwhichresultedinrestorationoftheviaduct.

Returningtothestation,andreluctantlypassingbytheStationInn,Ivisitedtheexhibitionaboutconstructionofthe
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viaduct,beforecrossingthedoubletracktothenorthboundplatformintimetocatchthetrain,thistimefurthernorthto

Armathwaite.AshortcoachridebroughtmebacktoCarlisle,wherea15minutewalktookmetoCourtfieldBowlsClub

intimetowatchtheendofthegameandintimefortea.

Thursday8thSeptember

ThursdaywasmarketdayinKeswickandaverywetone.Aswellasthemarket,SandraandIvisitedThePuzzlingPlace

amuseumofopticalillusions.Aninterestingandenjoyableplacetovisit.WithSandrabowlingintheafternoon,Itook

the77busthattakesacircularroutefromKeswick.IgotoffatGatesgarthandwalkedalongthesideandbackoflake

Buttermere,endinginthevillageofButtermereintimeforalatehomemadelunchintheBridgeInn.Ithentookthenext

busovertheHonisterpassbacktoKeswick.TravellingthroughplaceswithnamessuchasButtermere,Borrowdale,

BrandelhowmakesyoufeellikeyouaretravellingthroughaJRRTolkiennovel.AfterdroppingmybagatthehotelIset

offforthebowlinggreentowatchtheendofthegameonlytomeetPeterandRuthBownwhotoldmethegamehad

beencancelled.Ohwell,noteatoday!

Friday9thSeptember

Sandrawasnotbowlingtodaysowemadeanearlystart,catchingabustoWorkington,walkingtotherailwaystation

andcatchingatraintoRavenglass,theonlycoastalvillageintheNationalPark.Thetrainwaslate,butfortunatelythe

connectingRavenglassandEskdalenarrowgaugesteamtrainwaitedforusandweweresoonunderway,sittingatthe

backoftherearcarriagewithanexcellentviewoftheline.Iwilldigresshere,asthehistoryisinteresting.Theline

havingbeeninitiallybuiltto3footgaugetotakeironorefromthehillsaboveBoottoconnecttothemainlinenever

mademoneyandclosedin1913.In1915WJBassett-Lowkethemodelmakerboughttheline,andbetween1915and

1917re-laidthelineto15inchgaugetoenablehimtotesthislargestmodelsunderharshconditions.Thequalityofhis

modelshasresultedinreplicaBassett-Lowkemodelsstillbeingmadetoday.Furthermoreduringthistime,in1916

Bassett-Lowkebought78DerngateinNorthamptonwhereheemployedCharlesRennieMackintoshtoredesignthe

wholehouse,theonlyhouseMackintoshdesignedoutsideofScotland.78Derngatehasnowbeenfullyrestoredandis

wellworthavisitifyouareinthatarea.

ThejourneytoDalegarthforBoot,forsomereasonthisalwaysmakesmethinkof(William)BootfromthenovelScoop

byEvelynWaugh(anentertainingbookwhichiswellworthreading),takesaround40minutes.Afterlookingaround,

watchingthelocomotivebeingturnedontheturntable,visitingtheshopandcaféwejoinedthereturningtrain,sittingin

anopencarriage(perhapsnotentirelywiseasitdidrainabitonthereturnjourney).AtRavenglasswevisitedtheRatty

Arms,sonamedaftertheCumbriannamefortherailwayLa’alRatty,meaninglittlerailway,beforejoiningthemain

linebacktoWorkington.WehadintendedtotakethebustoCockermouthto

jointhebowlers,butasthebowlinghadbeencancelledwestayedonthebus

backtoKeswick–anotherteamissed!

Finally

MythanksgotoPresidentMaryfororganisingthistourtoKeswick.Ireally

enjoyedvisitingsomanyplacesandthecompanyoftheOakleybowlers.Asa

non-bowlerIhadawonderfultime.
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NewsfromtheNorth!

FromJanFosterandDaveHuyton

HelloagainfromasunnyKnottEndonSea!

I’mwritingthismissivethedayafterthelastgameoftheseason!Itcertainlyhasbeenaninterestingtransitionalseason

fromFlattoCrown,butwe’vereallyenjoyedit,andInowfeellikeIcanplayagoodgame!Davehas,ofcourseplayed

Crownbefore,andhasbeenindemandforhisskillsbymorethanoneteam.We’vebothbeenplayingfortheYoung

VetsonWednesdays,we’restillveryunsurewhatthequalificationisforOldVets,asseveraloftheplayersarewellinto

theireighties!

Davewassupposedtobeinvolvedinhollowtining,scarifyingetc.today–andputtingtheGreentobedfortheWinter,

butwe’vegotrain,andsoit’sbeenputoffforanotherday.TheGreen-keepingisnotdoneinthesamewayasatOakley,

indeedourGreensmanistheGroundsmanatBlackpoolTownFC!

LastweekwehadaFloodlightCompetition,aroundwasplayedeacheveningfrom6.30p.m.andFinalsalldayandinto

theeveningonSunday.ThiswasaPairscompetitionwithatopprizeof£250.Therearemanysuchcompetitionsatthis

timeofyear,andsomeofthebetterplayerscancomeawaywithenoughmoneytopayforaholiday!Pairscamefromall

overLancashire,thefurthestbeingfromOldham,whichisagood2hourdriveaway.Baconbutties,Sausagebuttiesand

cakesetc.wereavailablethroughout,togetherwithteaandcoffeeetc.Therewasadraweachday,andoverall,wemade

about£1,000fortheClub.We’vegotonemorefundraiserbeforetheendoftheyearintheformofaCarBootSalein

mid-October–wishusluckforgoodweather!

NowIwantyoutocastyourmindsback(particularlythoseofyouwhowentonTour!)toTuesday,6thSeptember.The

weatherforecastforthedaywasnonetoobad,andtheTourerswereduetoplayatAppleby.Wesetoffbrightandearly

fromKnottEndinordertosurprisetheteam.Itonlytookusaboutanhourtogetthere,andwegottotheBowlsClubin

timetohaveagoodchatwiththeGreensman(Trevor!)whoshowedustheHighWaterMarkof2015comparedwith

thatof2005.Theformerwasabout18inshigherthanthelatter!SeeingthelovelyGreenandsurroundingsandthevery

niceClubhouse,itwasdifficulttocomprehendthatithadbeenundersomuchwaterandrubbishforsolong.TheClub

Membershadcertainlydoneafantasticrenovationjobanddeserveallcredit.

Wewentofftogetsomelunch,andbythetimewereturnedonfoot,thecoachwasjustdepositingtheplayersintheCar

Park.Daveleanedoveragateandaskedwhat“youforeigners”weredoingintheseparts,andSueandJimDixonwere

verysurprisedtofindthattheyknewthequestionerquitewell!Wehadalovelyafternoon,whichprovedtobeveryhot

andsunny,watchinganexcellentmatch.Agoodtimewashadbyall.Teaafterthegamewasinteresting,asitincluded

sconesandthelocaldelicacyofRumButter–youeitherloveitorhateit,abitlikeMarmite.I’llleaveyoutodecide

whichsideoftheargumentwecamedownon!AllI’llsayisthatIreallylikeMarmite!
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On8thSeptember,wedecidedtogotoKeswick(againaboutanhouraway)andwatchanothermatch,aswehadnotseen

everybodyonthepreviousvisit.Unfortunately,theLakeDistrictdeliveredaverynormal,veryrainyday,andsothere

wasnoplay.However,wespentafewenjoyablehourshavingagoodcatch-upwithalotofpeople.Werealisedthatwe

musthavechangedanawfullotinayear,whenRicNewsonfailedtorecogniseus!

OurIndoorseasonstartswiththefirstLeaguegameonSaturday,1stOctober,andcontinuesonSaturdayafternoons,and

Tuesdayeveningsuntil4thMarchwithFinalsDay.Thisisaveryenjoyablewayofkeepingfitandintouchwith

everyoneinallthelocalteams,throughouttheWinter.WealsotakepartinaScramble(similartoaSpoonDrive)every

Tuesdayfromnoonuntil4p.m.AsyoucanseeTuesdayscanprovetobeverybusyifwealsoplayintheevening!

WellIexpectthatyourIndoorFriendlieswillbestartingsoon.

Wewishyoulotsofluckandenjoyment.

Verybestwishestoyouall,

JanFoster&DaveHuyton(notforgettingBundlethedog!)

THESAGAOFBOBANDBARBARA’SROOF

InJuly2015wemovedintoasmallbungalowontheOldWortingRoadandintendedtoknockdownafewwallsanddo

aloftconversion.Nothingtoodifficult!!Justoverayearlaterwe’veextendedoutatthebackandsideandhada

completelynewroof.

Whenwestartedlookingataloftconversioneverythingwasfineuntilthestructuralengineerrealisedwhatwallswe

wantedtoremoveonthegroundfloor.Apparentlywewereindangerofthewholebuildingimploding!Sowehadto

havearethinkaswewantedtoincreasethelivingspacenotjustaddbedrooms.Eventuallywedecidedtoextendatthe

backofthepropertyandaroundthesidereplacingtheoldgaragewithoneintegraltotheproperty.Wewerealso

changingtheshapeoftheroofatthebackgivingusabedroomoverthenewextension.

Sofarsogood,havinggotplanningpermissionandfoundabuilderoffwewent.Allwasgoingaheadwellsowe

decidedtosourcetherooftrussesfortheextension.Thenewtrusseswouldbepreformedtoaccommodateanupstairs

roomratherthanhavingcrossoverbeamsreducingtheusablespace.Aftertalkingovervariousoptionswedecidedto

gowithacompanyfromReadingandtheirsurveyorarrangedtovisit.Whilstsurveyingandmeasuringhepointedout

tousthattoaccommodatethenewroofandstaircasewewouldbereplacingquitealotoftheoldroof.Hadwethought

ofutilisingthewholeoftheroofspace,oldandnew,astheloftspacewashuge?Itthenturnedoutthatitwaseasierand

notmuchmoreexpensivetoreplacethewholeroofratherthantrytotieoldandnewtogether.Alsothewholenewroof

wouldbesupportedontheouterwallsleavingusfreetoknockdownanyinternalwallwewantedto.Benefitsallround,

wewouldgetourextralivingspaceandtheloftconversion!!

Therewasonlyoneproblemwiththisplantheoldroofhadtocomeoffandwecouldenduplosingsomeceilingstoo,

wewouldneedtomoveout.Howeveritwasarrangedthatthiswouldallhappenwhilstwewereawayonthebowlstour

totheLakeDistrict.AlsoMaryandTerryofferedusaplacetostayuntilthebungalowwashabitableagain.

Wehadadailyreportfromthebuilderwhilstwewereontourandluckilytheweatherwasfinewhichhelped.Themain

eventwasscheduledtohappenonFriday9thSeptember.Therewerenervesallroundandthebuilderhadasleepless

nightwhilstheworriedwouldthecranearriveontime,wouldtheroofinggangturnupontimeandlastbutnotleast

wouldthetrussesarriveandalsofit.Allwaswellandeverythingwentlikeclockwork.Thewholethingcausedagreat



22

dealofinterestlocallywithneighbourstellingushowexcitingithadallbeen.Theteamofbuildersworkingnextdoor

stoppedworktowatchasthehugetrusseswereswungintoplaceandtheroofersgotthemallbolteddown.

WhenwearrivedbackfromthetourourfirstviewofthenewroofwasfromthecoachasweapproachedtheBuckskin

roundabout.Itlookedhugeandveryopenandithadbeenrainingallday.HavingpickedupourcarfromKayand

Spencer’swedroveroundtoseeeverythingforourselves.Itwasquiteashockaseverythingwasveryopenandvery

wet.Fortunatelyanythingwhichhadn’tgoneintostoragewascoveredwithtarpaulinsbutitwasareliefthattheweather

improvedallowingeverythingtodryout.

I’mwritingthiswhilststayinginRicandSue’shousewhichtheykindlyofferedastheyweregoingawayforaweek.

WehavealsoenjoyedMaryandTerry’shospitalityandnotleastTerry’scookingwhichissuperbandlookforwardtoa

fewmoredayswiththembeforewecanmovebackin.

I’mpleasedtosaytheroofisnowfelted,batonedandbythetimeyoureadthishopefullyretiled.Mostofthenew

windowswillalsobeinandfingerscrossedwewillbeprettymuchrewired(thankstoMartinSmith)andreplumbed.

Workcontinuesapaceandweareitchingtogetbackintostartcleaningupandgetdecoratingandputtinginthekitchen.

It’sverystrangebeinghomelessbutwe’vebeensoluckytohavethehelpandsupportoffriendsandfamily.Welook

forwardtothefinishedproductwhenanyoneinterestedwillbeabletopopinforacoffeeandalookaroundtoseewhat

eventuallywewillhaveachieved.

TuffsTeaser

fromFrankTuffs

Completeeachsquaresothatthewordsdownarethesameacrosseg:

DAM E

AREA

M ELT

E ATS

M A T E

A

T

E

P A L E

A

L

E

C R E W

R

E

W

W I D E

I

D

E

D R A W

R

A

W

S H O T

H

O

T

P A I R

A

I

R

K I N G

I

N

G
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Editor'sCorner(SandraLee):

QUOTESBYFAMOUSPEOPLE

"Onenevernoticeswhathasbeendone,onecanonlyseewhatremainstobedone"

(MarieCurie,Scientist(1867-1934)

"Giveagirltherightshoesandshecanconquertheworld"

(MarilynMonroe,Actress(1926-1962)

DIDYOUKNOW:

IwouldliketothankSirMichaelColmanforhisresponsetomy"DidYouKnow"articleintheJulyissueregardinga

canteenbeingsetup148yearsagobyColman'sfortheirworkersandbeingprovidedwithahotmealforaminimalcost.

Hereishisresponse"WhenIfirstworkedatColman'sinNorwich,whichwasin1948,only68yearsagothecostof

lunchwas1OldPennyaday-thesameasithadbeen80yearsbeforethat!"

TuffsTeaser's-PossibleAnswers

M A T E

A R I D

T I M E

E D E N

P A L E

A L A S

L A M P

E S P Y

C R E W

R A V E

E V E R

W E R E

W I D E

I D E A

D E A R

E A R N

D R A W

R I C H

A C R E

W H E N

S H O T

H O P E

O P E N

T E N T

P A I R

A C R E

I R I S

R E S T

K I N G

I R O N

N O V A

G N A T


