Minutes of the Stockton Parish Council Annual General Meeting held in the Village Hall, Stockton, at 7.15pm on 18th May 2015
Those present: -
Parish Councillors: Cllrs. H.Collerson, P.Banham, J.Emberton, J.Neal, and T.Warner.
District Councillor:
County Councillor:
Public: Mr.Legg, Mr&Mrs.Case
Acceptance of Office
All elected Cllrs present signed their acceptance of office in the presence of the Proper Officer of Stockton Parish Council.
Election of Chairman of Stockton Parish Council for the year 2015-2016
It was proposed by Cllr.Emberton and seconded by Cllr.Banham that Cllr. Collerson be nominated at Chairman – there being no further nomination Cllr.Collerson was elected unopposed as Chairman of Stockton Parish Council for the year 2015 - 2016
Acceptance of Office of Chairman Stockton Parish Council
Cllr.Collerson signed his acceptance of office in the presence of the Proper Officer of Stockton Parish Council.
Election of Vice Chairman of Stockton Parish Council for the year 2015-2016
It was proposed by Cllr.Collerson and seconded by Cllr.Emberton that Cllr. Banham be nominated as Vice Chairman – there being no further nomination Cllr.Banham was elected unopposed as Vice Chairman of Stockton Parish Council for the year 2015 - 2016
Acceptance of Office of Vice Chairman Stockton Parish Council
Cllr.Banham signed his acceptance of office in the presence of the Proper Officer of Stockton Parish Council.
Acceptance of Office
It was proposed by Cllr.Collerson and seconded by Cllr.Emberton that those members not present will be permitted to sign their acceptance of office at or before a later meeting of the Council in the presence of the Proper Officer of Stockton Parish Council – This motion was unanimously agreed
Villager of the Year
This item was deferred until the next meeting
Open Forum
The Chairman suspended standing orders to enable the open forum to commence
It was noted that during the beer festival there may be a party set up on the village green on Saturday or Sunday with beer and barbeques outside the auspices of the beer festival committee, who have nothing to do with this. It was noted that it might be in the festival's interest to have a word with PC Cramp.
This concluded the Open Forum, and the Parish Council meeting began formally.
Apologies for Absence
Apologies for Absence were received from:-
Parish Council: Cllr.S.Bennett, Cllr.C.Millidge
Acceptance of Apologies from Parish Councillors
It was proposed by Cllr.Banham and seconded by Cllr.Neal that the apologies be accepted - This motion was unanimously agreed.
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.
General Power of Competence
The Parish Council noting that it met all criteria for the acquisition of this power determined that it will grant itself this power.
Minutes of the meeting held on 20th April 2015
These minutes being previously circulated, it was proposed by Cllr.Neal and seconded by Cllr. Emberton that they be accepted as a true record - This motion was unanimously agreed.
Matters arising from the minutes of the 20th April 2015 meeting
Village Green verge: The Chairman has written a specification for the repair work necessary to repair the verge, and noted that Goodwin's have plastic grids that could be utilised in the repair of this verge, and after discussion the parish Council agreed that these should be purchased.
Jubilee Fields development: The Chairman and Cllr. Emberton attended an opening event to show these dwellings, and that residents will move occupy them in June, with a formal opening. S.Brooke Taylor the new housing enabler at the District Council noted that if the Parish Council had a current housing needs survey available this would give a good case to put to the District Council for a local connection element to be part of any affordable housing element for other future developments.
Planning Matters: -
a. New Planning Applications 
There were no new planning applications
b. Planning Decisions by District Council or County Council
There were no new planning decisions.
Financial Matters
It was proposed by Cllr.Neal and seconded by Cllr.Emberton that all invoices shown in the May 2015 Agenda Appendix 1 be paid - This motion was unanimously agreed.
Correspondence and Reports
There were no items for consideration
Finance & Strategy Group
There were no issues for consideration
Amenity Group
There were no issues for consideration
Correspondence not passed to Action Groups 
There were no items for consideration.
Ongoing References
Community Forum: It was noted that the next meeting at Harbury rugby Club has been cancelled with a further meeting in September 2015.
Playing Field: It was noted that the grass has not been mowed; Cllr.Neal will chase this item up. Regarding litter on the field the Chairman will talk to the scout leaders regarding a litter pick.
Additions and Removals to Ongoing References
Parish Office at the Village Hall: This will be added to the ongoing references list.
Annual Year end Accounts
These accounts having previously been circulated were discussed, and the Council formally agreed to accept them as a true record and that the Chairman may sign as such.
Annual Internal Audit
The report from the Internal Auditor Gill Bailey having been previously circulated was discussed, and found to be a helpful document. The audit was accepted as a true reflection of the parish Council accounts, policies and procedures. It was unanimously agreed that Gill Bailey be re-appointed as the Internal Auditor for the next financial year 2015 – 2016.
Parish Council Policies
It was noted that a set of policies for acceptance had been circulated electronically and after discussion of the requirements of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (Transparency requirements)
It was agreed that these be formally accepted and added to the Parish Council website.
Information Commissioners Office: The clerk will register the Parish Council with this organisation.
Parish Council Calendar Actions
Review Financial regulations and appoint Internal Auditor: See items above.
Review Standing Orders: See item above
Audit of parish paths: this is deferred to a later meeting
Publicise winner of the Village of the Year: Chairman to add to article for magazine, and Cllr.Emberton will add to the website.
Training and Meetings
There were no events for comment.
District Council issues
There were no issues for consideration.
County Council issues
There were no issues for consideration.
Other Issues
Housing Development plans: It was agreed that in the future Cllr.Warner will download plans from the planning authority portal as required, store on a memory stick, and these will be shown at meetings on a screen so that all present can easily see what is being discussed.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm.
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