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West Ilsley News 
December 2000 

 
At this festive time it is appropriate to say “thank you” to everyone who has contributed 
to the WIN over the last seven months of our editorship.  In particular we would like to 
thank the delivery team of Anne Carlisle, Kay Fewtrell-Smith, Angus Muir, Sarah Norman 
and Carrie-Anne Young for their continued efforts.  Sarah now feels that she must 

relinquish the role, however, our thanks to John Verney for taking over Sarah’s round.  We have a truly 
“bumper bundle” for you this month, including a competition with a £10 prize!  Wishing you all a very 
Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year, and looking forward to your continued support in 2001.  

The Editors 
 

POST OFFICE NEWS          
The latest posting dates are: 
Letter Post 
Overseas Europe 14th December
 Outside Europe 7th December
Inland First Class 21st December
 Second Class 18th December
Parcel Post 
Overseas 29th November (mostly, but see leaflet) 
Inland 15th December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISS TOFFELLEES 
(Apologies to Miss Toffellees – the technology 
didn’t quite work last month, so we missed her 
article – here is a slightly edited version as the 
original is no longer timely – we think we’ve cracked 
the communication problem now!) 

I was going to whinge about the milkman changing his 
delivery from six days a week to three, but he has 
since upped that to a more satisfactory four days. I 
couldn't believe the difference in my fridge capacity 
when he offered to come an extra day. The fridge door 
positively heaved a sigh of relief on its hinges. It is 
interesting that, both here and on the continent, people 
manage without a doorstep pinto delivery. I'm afraid 
that the opportunity for the third milk delivery in the 
village vapourised when the new man failed to make 
contact. Disappointing, as I know that his milk is 
wonderful, but I guess we know that our regular man is 
reliable, and that with comment the powers-that-be,  
consumer feedback can sometimes work wonders. It is 
also effective when diligent neighbours beaver away to 
get Biffa to remove wheelie-bin rubbish that they didn't 
have access to. Biffa kindly made an extra journey out 
to remove all the rubbish from The Maltings.) 

W.I.R.&S.A 
(West Ilsley Recreation & Social Association) 

CHRISTMAS 
BINGO 

2 
In 

The Village Hall 
Friday 15th December 

At 7.30 pm 
 

GOOD PRIZES 
MULTI-PRIZE RAFFLE 

 
ADMISSION (only) 20p   O.A.Ps/Under 18’s – 10p 

All profits go direct to Village Hall Funds

Congratulations, belatedly to Lizzie Atkins who married 
Rupert Noad in September. We wish you both every 
happiness together....I can't believe that she used to 
babysit for the children! 
I bumped into Colin Shepherd (help! Spellcheck!) and 
was he excited! He could scarce contain himself 
dispatching the news that Louise and Toby had just 
had, two hours previously, a bouncing baby chap, 
Alistair Jack. All 7lbs. 1/2oz of him at 11.25a.m. (BST), 
10.25 (CET) on the 26th Sept! (That missed the 
deadline, too, but I gather that babies don't care much 
for trivia like that!). Colin's excitement had scarce been 
contained when an exuberant Janice phoned, having 
decide that I was The Mouthpiece of West Ilsley. 
Well!!!  
  

DOWNLAND VOLUNTEER  
GROUP IN CRISIS?                     Les Fayle 
Not yet, but it will be soon unless we get some more 
car drivers and Handybus drivers.  If you can spare 
even one half day a month ring 248685 anytime or 
578394 between 10 and 12 any weekday morning and 
get some details. 
 
 
 



GOING PLACES!!!                 Peter Bartaby 
Its not until you start thinking about restricting your car 
usage or get tangled up with petrol panic buying that 
you realise how badly served the Village is by Public 
Transport. 
 
On weekdays we have Bennett's service  to Newbury 
at 7.40 & 9.20 am. and back from Newbury at 4.10 & 
5.40pm. (a long day's shopping!).  There is also the 
Post Bus (if the body can absorb the bumps) in - twice 
per day and back once Mon-Fri. - None on Saturdays. 
 
Bennetts Saturday service is more frequent with four 
buses to Newbury - 7.40am., 10.00am., 1.00pm. & 
6.20 pm. and 3 back leaving Newbury at 9.15am., 
12.30pm. & 5.40 p.m..  Although it is quickly obvious 
that the first and last in and the first to the village are 
not really very convenient 
 
But having tried the Saturday service three times now I 
must say that if you are just wanting to spend up to 2 
hours in Newbury you can't beat the 10.00 am. in - 
getting there at about 10.30 am.- and the 12.30 p.m.. 
back getting into the village at 1 p.m.. And the price is 
a treat too - £2.45 return - which makes the car cost of 
petrol and parking barely worthwhile - to say nothing of 
the driving hassle which is Newbury these days. 
 
But none of this really addresses the needs of 
someone wishing to go somewhere by train. As shown 
the service to Newbury is not very good at all and, as 
we know, there is NO SERVICE AT ALL to the main 
line station at Didcot.  But whilst investigating the 
areas Public Transport position I did discover that 
there is a service - 5 times per day from Newbury to 
Didcot - 'Stagecoach' Service No. 234 and, believe it 
or not, this serves East Ilsley and then whizzes straight 
up the A34 to Chilton totally bypassing W.I. 
 
I'm in communication with West Berkshire Council 
(who support Service No. 234 financially)  suggesting 
that instead of doing the A.34 whizzing bit the busses 
could divert into the village and no great addition to 
their mileage and only about 3 minutes  extra on each 
journey.  W.B.C. started off by being encouraging and 
promising to "look into the situation" but a letter just 
received is fobbing me off with talk of the service being 
extended to Abingdon & Oxford which would cause 
problems with the E.C, if it diverted into W.I. as the 
journey would exceed the U.K. route limit of 50Km and 
bring it under that of the E.C.  
 
All of which sounds a bit gobbledegookish to me but is 
being looked at carefully.  To be continued - but if 
anyone else has any ideas I'd like to hear them.    
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WEST ILSLEY WEB SITE  
For those who don’t yet have access to the 
technology, here’s a note which appeared on the 
message board on the web site recently: 
"Hello to all the persons accessing this message board 
and a big hello to all in the village.  I have been 
browsing the web and have come across the site quite 
by accident.  I was born in Hodcott, number eleven to 
be precise, and moved away from the village when I 
was eleven, much to my dismay, and moved to 
Beedon where my parents, Fred and Dylis Fairbrass 
ran the Langley Hall for many years.  My father has 
sadly passed away, my mother now lives in Yeovil in 
Somerset. It is fascinating to find pictures of the village 
on the web, the picture of Hodcott bungalows is 
wonderful as it shows my eldest brother, Paul 
Fairbrass and Uncle, Steve Searies riding their trikes 
down the road by the hostel, the house at the end of 
the road is number 7, we moved into that house when 
I was 6, my grandparents lived next door, Geoff and 
Norma Searies, who now live in Newbury but still go to 
the post office in the village to see Audrey and to get 
their pension.  I still feel part of the village and have 
very fond memories of living there, maybe one day my 
family and I will return for good.  I have driven through 
the village on a number of occasions and still get that 
that feeling of home when I see the church, post office 
and the cricket pitch. 

Please keep up the good work with the site and the 
village, it has now been bookmarked so I can come  
back again.  Kindest regards to all, Wayne Fairbrass" 

 
W.I.R.& S.A. 

West Ilsley Recreation & Social Association 
(Registered Charity No.1044429) 

SITUATIONS VACANT 
The Management Committee of the above Association 
- which is responsible to the Parish Council for the 
running of the Village Hall -urgently require two or 
more Residents, who are interested in ensuring the 
viable future of the Hall, to join the Committee to help 
in the management of the Hall, planning activities to be 
promoted and encouraging local organisations and 
individuals to avail themselves of the Hall Facilities. 
 
Following the recent Annual General Meeting there are 
two Offices still to be filled and anyone prepared to join 
the Association's Committee is asked to contact the 
retiring Chairman, Clive Hooker or Audrey Tizzard. 

 
WEST ILSLEY RECREATION AND  
SOCIAL ASSOCIATION 
The Association's Annual General Meeting was held in 
the Village Hall on Wednesday 15th November. A total 
of 11 Association members were present. 
In the unavoidable absence of the Chairman (Clive 
Hooker) Peter Bartaby was asked to take the Chair. 
Two other apologies for absence were received. 



The Chairman's Annual Report, highlighting the main 
areas of the Association's activities through the past 
year, was read, accepted and adopted by the 
members. 
Mrs Audrey Tizzard (Treasurer) presented the Annual 
Accounts which showed an excess of expenditure over 
income of £1,095 in the year due, mainly, to the cost of 
re-roofing  a large part of the hall.  The Accounts were 
adopted. 
The Secretary (Peter Bartaby) gave his report which 
was, mainly, concerned with the discussions which 
had taken place with the Parish Council during the 
year to regularise the Association's position with the 
P.C.  He  said that there were a few points still to be 
resolved largely in regard to the Charity Commission's 
attitude to a new Constitution which had to be agreed 
with the P.C. but expected that this would soon be 
resolved. 
An election for 4 Members of the Management 
Committee resulted in Mr C. Hooker, Mrs A. Hyde, Mrs 
M. Thimbleby and Mrs A Tizzard  being successful. 
'User Group' representatives to the Committee for the 
ensuing year were confirmed as - Mrs S. Gore (All 
Saints Church); Mr J. Verney (Cricket Club); Mrs A. 
Tizzard (Evergreens); Mr P. Barratt (Stables) and Mrs 
J. Brophy or Mrs A. Banks (Under 5s). 
The meeting closed at 8.30 p.m. and was followed by 
the first meeting of the new Management Committee. 
 

WEST ILSLEY                           David Gore 
CRICKET CLUB                                281618 
Although the summer is now only a distant memory 
the pavilion continues to be open every Friday night. In 
addition the darts club stage matches every other 
Monday and Tuesday and the bar is open on these 
nights as well. Opening time is at 7.30pm.  
 
Opening Dates for December 
Monday  4th 

Friday   8th 
Tuesday  12th 

Friday  15th 
Monday  18th

Tuesday 19th

Friday  22nd

Tuesday 2nd January 2001. 
 
All members whether existing or prospective are very 
welcome.  
 
The club held its AGM at the end of October electing 
the new committee as follows: 
Chairman   Dick Beech 
Secretary   Ben Clacy 
Treasurer   Alec Coles 
Fixture Secretary  Kevin Holloway 
Social Secretary  Dave Stephens 
Groundsman   Dick Beech 
Bar Manager   John Verney 
Janitor    John Evans 
Club Captain   Russell Jeffries 
2nd XI Captain   John Evans 
Sunday Captain   To be appointed 
Committee Members: 
John Marston 
Kevin Chitty (Darts representative) 

Gary Taylor (Football representative) 
David Gore 
At the AGM it was decided that the membership year 
should run from April 1st to March 31st instead of 
October to September. This means that existing 
members get an extra 6 months FREE! 
 

BURNS NIGHT 2001                Alan Atkins 
There will be a celebration of Burns Night in aid of 
Church funds on Saturday January 20th 2001 at 7.30 
pm in the Village Hall.  Newbury Caledonian society 
will lead the dancing and there will be a bar and the 
usual Scottish Supper including Haggis.  Tickets will 
be on sale from several sources including the Post 
Office and more details will appear in next month’s 
WIN.  
 

JOHN’S (our postman) SPONSORED SLIM 
I started my sponsored slim on Monday 25th 
September.  My aim is to lose 2 stone by Christmas to 
try and raise money for the Berkshire Air Ambulance.  
Why the air ambulance I can hear some saying, well 
let me explain.  Earlier this year a postwoman in 
Newbury was knocked off her bike and was taken to 
Oxford by the Air Ambulance in 7 minutes.  She has 
since sadly, died of her injuries.  So I thought, what 
could I do?  I came up with the idea of a sponsored 
slim as I was trying to lose weight and had hit a bit of a 
lull and thought what a good way to get back into 
losing weight.  I have lost 18.5 lb up to my weigh in 
this morning (27th November).  I would like to give a 
big thank you to those who have sponsored me and 
for anybody that hasn’t, but would like to, there is a 
sponsor form in the post office. 
 

ALL SAINTS  
CHURCH                       Ian Fewtrell-Smith 
Church Services for December 2000:- 
3rd All Age Service  11.00 am
10th Carol Service                              6.00 pm
17th Family Communion 9.30 am
24th Crib Service 11.00 am
25th Christmas Day Communion 10.00 am
 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
There will be a card popping through every door soon 
with all the services throughout the benefice on it. 
 
QUIZ NIGHT 
Thanks to all who came and made the evening the 
success it was.  We raised £540 for church funds.  
Everyone seemed to enjoy it and I have succumbed to 
numerous requests to run another, so one has been 
booked for Friday 30th March 2001.  Put it in the diary 
now - you can’t possibly let The Three Profits get a 
hat-trick! 
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PRAM SERVICE,       Alison Banks (281705)  
WEST ILSLEY                Liz Dray (281704) 
The next service will take place in the church on 
Monday 18th December at 11am.  The services are for 
0-5 year olds plus parent, grandparent or carer etc and 
last for half an hour, followed by refreshments for the 
children.  This informal service includes lots of songs 
with instruments for the children to play plus a short 
story based on a theme.  The theme for December is 
“Christmas.” 
 
And don’t forget the Crib Service on Christmas 
Eve at All Saints Church, West Ilsley at 11am. 
Everyone welcome. 
 
ILSLEY UNDER                    Tracy Gregory 
FIVES                                             281650 
The Halloween Party was a great success and thanks 
go to everyone that helped and donated prizes for the 
raffle.  Total raised was £480 which will be used to 
purchase specific toys to Toddlers and Playgroup. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES 
3rd December 2-5 pm - Ilsley Primary School Fete 

(Ilsley Under Fives to have 
Table Top Sale, Biscuit  
Decorating and “goody mug 
sale”) 

13th December Toddlers Christmas Party 
14th December Pantomime, Corn Exchange, Newbury 
   (last day of playgroup) 
10th January 2001 New term 
 
Toddler Group 
The Group is for Parent/Carer and baby and/or 
toddlers up to school age.  It is held in the West Ilsley 
Village Hall on a Wednesday morning from 10.00am to 
11.30am during which the adults get to drink tea/coffee 
and have a good old chat while the children play, 
hopefully with each other without too much squabbling.  
This is followed by juice and a biscuit or two and then 
Song Time.  New faces are very welcome. 
 
Play Group 
The playgroup is held in the Main Hall in the Ilsleys 
Primary School on a Wednesday and Thursday 
afternoon from 1.25pm until 3.30pm during the school 
terms.  If you are interested in your child attending the 
playgroup or would like to see it for yourself please call 
either Jill Brophy on 281672 or Julia (Playgroup 
Leader) on 281357 for an application form or to 
arrange a visit. 
 

WEST ILSLEY PARISH          Linda Gibson 
COUNCIL                          Clerk to W.I.P.C. 
The Parish Council met on Monday 13th November 
with a full Council and five members of the public. 
 
Flooding.  The recent serious flooding in the village 
prompted much discussion. It was agreed that the 
clerk should write to the Highways Dept highlighting 

the seriousness of the flooding and to request that 
urgent consideration be given to the matter. It was also 
suggested that the Chief Executive of West Berks 
Council, Stella Manzie be invited to the next Parish 
Council meeting in January. This would give all 
Parishioners the opportunity to ask questions.  
 
Millennium Beacon.  The Parish Council has been 
invited to by a company called 'Millennium Beacon Ltd'  
to light a Beacon to mark the close of the Millennium. 
The Parish Council have decided to decline this offer. 
However, if there are other groups or organisations 
that would be interested in taking up the offer, further 
information is available from the Editors or myself on 
01635 200242. 
 
Parish Councillors. It has been suggested that a list of 
Parish Councillors and their telephone numbers could 
be useful to Parishioners. They are: 
Tracey Allan-Jones  281306  
Peter Bartaby   281335 
Peter Carlisle   281220  
Richard Gore (Chairman) 281241 
Avice Morris   281341  
Colin Sheppard(Vice Chairman) 281345 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council is on 8th 
January, 2001.  The agenda will be published on the 
noticeboards in the village, as will the full minutes of 
each meeting. 
 

FRIENDS OF THE ILSLEYS SCHOOL 
During the summer holidays, Green Classroom 
received a fresh coat of paint and some smart green 
doors ready to welcome the children back to school 
along with their new teacher, Mrs Gregory.  That was 
the latest project for the Friends.  Over the last year 
we have been busy raising money by holding coffee 
mornings, a race night, a sponsored sleep over at the 
school (that was fun!) and most recently a make-up 
master class with Gina from Virgin Vie. 
 
Our next big event is the Christmas Bazaar which is on 
Sunday 3rd December.  There will be crafts, a bottle 
tombola, guess the weight of the cake, find Rudolph, 
Spinning Jenny, Christmas tree draw, the raffle and 
last but not least, a visit from Santa, with a sack full of 
presents.  If you get weary take a seat and treat 
yourself to a mince pie and a cup of tea.  See you 
there! 
 

CHURCH FLOWERS 
Would anyone like to join the flower rota?  It entails 
arranging flowers about twice a year plus festival days.  
Please contact Anne Carlisle. 
 

VILLAGE HALL  
PONTOON                         Audrey Tizzard 
The winners of the last two pontoons were: 
R Brown (Cal. Thistle)  - £28 
Jo Gore (Barnet) - £21 
Booby prizes went to: 
S Austen (Halifax) - £8 
L Carlisle (Forfar) and A Dockrill (Huddersfield)  who 
won £3 each 



Village hall funds profited by £60.00 I would like to thank all those who gave, helped and 
came to the bazaar in the Village Hall on November 
18th. 

 
 

 
EVERGREENS                         Anne Carlisle  

 The Christmas lunch will be on Saturday 16th 
December at 12 noon at The Swan, East Ilsley.  
Names to J Collier, S Gore or A Carlisle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FOR SALE 

 
R/C Hovercraft £20 

Angus Muir – 281647 
-o- 

K'nex Construction Set 
Very large box £40 ovno 

Ross  Muir 281647 

THE DOWNLAND                              Les Fayle 
VOLUNTEER GROUP                          Chairman 

The Harrow Inn 
01635 281260 

 
Arrangements for the Festive Season 

 
Sunday 24th  

Lunch as usual 
Evening, open for drinks only 

Monday 25th 

 11.30 am to 12.30 pm open for drinks 
only 

Tuesday 26th

12.00 to 1.30 pm food and drinks as 
normal 

Evening – closed 
Wednesday 27th to Saturday 30th 

open as normal 
 

Sunday 31st  
Lunchtime as normal. 

Evening yet to be decided 
If we don’t have a sufficient response 
for New Year’s Eve by Sunday 10th 

December, we will be closed. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWSPAPERS AND 
MAGAZINES 

DELIVERED DAILY TO YOUR DOOR
 

364 DAYS A YEAR 
THROUGH RAIN, SNOW, ICE AND FLOOD 

 
TELEPHONE: RURAL NEWS 01235 520108 



 
 
 
 
 
 

THE DOWNLAND 
SPORTS CENTRE                             Tracey Weaver 

CHRISTMAS 
CRACKERS! 

 
Two aerials meet on a roof, fall 
in love and get married. 
The ceremony was rubbish but 
the reception was brilliant! 

~ 
Two cannibals eating a clown. 
One says to the other: “does this 
taste funny to you?” 

~ 
“Doctor, Doctor, I can’t stop 
singing The Green Green Grass 
of Home.” 
“That sounds like Tom Jones 
syndrome to me.” 
“Is it common?” 
“It’s not unusual.” 

~ 
Two elephants walk off a cliff … 
boom boom!!! 

~ 
What do you use a wombat for? 
For playing wom! 

~ 
What do you call a fish with no 
eyes? 
A fsh  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cakes for every occasion 
 

 

 
 Your cake handmade 
 Decoration individually designed 
 Birthdays a speciality 
 Celebration gateaux  

 
 

Telephone Tanya Richardson or Annette Osborne on 01635 281 675 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And finally: contributions to the WIN can be made by conversation, phone, email, handwritten or typed copy, 
“word” file (via email or disk) or fax, but most importantly, please do contribute.  The latest deadline for the 
next publication is 5pm on Tuesday 2nd January but the editors would appreciate receiving your contributions as 
you get them ready during the month, to save a rush of work at the last minute. 

Contact details: 
Andrea Cook                                                                                                                                        Steve Price 
Clock Cottage                                                                                                                              Manor Farm Barn 

   281224                                                                                                                                            281738 
Fax: please phone first                                                                                                                       Fax: 281838 
Email: MWandACook@email.msn.com                                                                          Email: ILSLEYFIN@aol.com 

mailto:MWandACook@email.msn.com


Website:  www.btinternet.com/~ilsley

http://www.btinternet.com/%7Eilsley
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