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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council
Held on Tuesday 5th July 2022 at 7.00pm held at The Parish Hall.
1. Open Forum     
There were no participants for the public forum

 But the meeting did receive a visit from PCSO Adam Brooks – recorded under item 9.6
2. Present and Apologies
Cllr Drury (Chair), Cllr Bainbridge (Vice-Chair) Cllr Farrington, Cllr Lister, Cllr Butcher 
Miss N Ideson - Clerk 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Richards and Hutchinson as they were away and Cllrs Bartlett and Wyatt were absent due to medical reasons. These were accepted. Borough Councillor Larry Krause had also sent his apologies he was unable to attend but has contributed comments via Cllr Drury. 
3. Declaration of Interests 
Cllr Farrington declared an interest in item 6.1.1 as the applicant and that she would abstain from and not be present for voting.
Cllr Drury declared an interest in 7.2 as she is the treasurer of the Westwell Village Fete account and the Vice Chair Cllr Bainbridge would take that item and she would abstain from voting. 
4. Borough Councillor’s Report
Cllr Drury gave a short report from Borough Cllr Krause.  He had attended a number of village events across the Borough, now as Deputy Mayor; many were allocating space to local charities rather than commercial stallholders and this seemed to be popular. Something for Westwell to consider for next year’s Fete.  She thanked Cllr Krause publicly on behalf of the Parish for the donation of £500 towards the Jubilee Celebrations. 
5. Minutes and Matters Arising
5.1   Minutes of 3rd May & 31st May 2022 
Resolved:

That the Minutes of the meetings of Westwell Parish Council held on 3rd May and 31st May 2022 be approved and confirmed as true records. 

5.2   Matters Arising 
5.2.1 £500 Jubilee Contribution The Council agreed at the last meeting that the £500 that was earmarked to underwrite spending for the Jubilee Celebration from the council would have a full report. The amount required hasn’t been calculated yet, this will be clarified at a later date once all monies have been collected and paid out. The aim is to have a report for the September meeting.  
5.2.2 Internal audit The internal audit was conducted on the 9th May and was deemed satisfactory. The Council would like to thank David Burke for completing the audit.  
         ACTION NI
6. Planning matters
6.1 Planning applications received



 6.1.1 22/00657/AS - Court Lodge, Eastwell Lane.


Proposed installation of a pool and service box

A site visit was convened before the meeting to thoroughly understand the location proposed. The applicant Cllr Farrington explained that the location and screening of the pool and the service box had been thought about carefully. The proposed position of the pool and service box is in an area that is already partially screened, out of view from the neighbours and people walking the path round the churchyard. Cllr Farrington is intending to plant additional screening in the form of low-level shrubs to hide the pool but not intrude on the wider view.  Removal of a redundant telegraph pole and a large holly bramble tangle may reveal more of the view of the North Downs from the Churchyard and from the other direction the view of the Church from the neighbours. This could be an incidental benefit of the proposal. The pool will only have underwater lighting and that will only be used occasionally. The pool will be covered using roller slatting and the base colour of the pool will be more muted than usual, so when not in use the small amount of the pool that may be visible should look like natural water. The pool and service box would be placed in the most unobtrusive position slightly further away from the house as to not interfere with the listed building setting and out of sight of the neighbours.

Councillor Farrington left the room.


Resolved


The Parish Council consider this a sympathetic proposal for a pool in a sensitive area. Associated management of the woodland will also benefit the area. The Parish Council are not aware of any neighbour objections. It was resolved to raise no objection to the application.
ACTION NI

Councillor Farrington rejoined the meeting.


 6.1.2 22/00883/AS – Lake house, Maidstone Road


 Certificate of lawful development - Existing Holistic Therapy Centre (Ref 06/00822/AS)

 This change of use application is a technical change from residential use to commercial use for the part of   


 the site that is used for holistic therapy. The Council noted that the application is well explained with  

 
 photos. The Council was able to endorse the evidence of therapy use as the previous owners had donated    

 
 Indian head massages as raffle prizes.

 Resolved


 It was resolved to support the application
ACTION NI
6.2  Planning applications received after distribution of agenda.

        No planning applications were received after the distribution of the agenda

6.3
Other planning matters


6.3.1 Land South of Pilgrims Way, adjacent to Amberleaze


Cllr Bainbridge has been in correspondence with the owner about a proposed glamping project on the site, the Council thanked him for his efforts. Thanks was also given Cllrs Hutchinson and Drury 



for their contribution to discussions and meetings. Due to a previous lack of contact and communication with neighbours. which the owner now regretted, there had been misunderstandings about the scale of the project and intentions. For a while, things seemed to have become out of proportion to what the owner actually has in mind. Good communications were now established and in relation to the present plans, the matter seems to be resolved.
7.
Financial Matters 
       
7.1 Progress against Budget to date

         Councillors noted the payments in accordance with the budget.
7.2 Jubilee Mugs Invoice
To commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee a purchase of special Westwell mugs was made from the Westwell Village Fete account because the supplier of the mugs needed payment quickly and couldn’t accept cheques, which is the Parish Council’s only method of payment from the Parish Council account. The Westwell Village Fete account is able to make BACS payments. Proposal to reimburse the Westwell Village Fete account for the amount of £1584.00. A report will be presented in due course itemising all income and expenditure for the Jubilee Celebration event.
Resolved

The reimbursement to the Westwell Village Fete account of £1584.00 was approved.
ACTION NI/CD

7.3 Payments in accordance with the budget
Resolved: 

The following payments were agreed in accordance with the budget.
Receipts and Payments  03/05/22 – 05/07/22

	Payments
	Gross
	Net
	VAT

	N Ideson (salary May)
	660.79
	
	

	N Ideson (expenses May)
	58.20
	
	

	ACRK Membership
	90.00
	
	

	SLCC (CiLCA registration)
	410.00
	
	

	
	
	
	

	N Ideson (salary June)
	660.79
	
	

	N Ideson (expenses June)
	76.17
	
	

	Insurance (AJG)
	697.50
	
	

	McLaggan (Westwell Jubilee Mugs)
	1584.00
	1320.00
	264.00


	Receipts
	£

	
	

	Precept
	13595.00

	Lloyds Bank interest (April & May)
	0.56

	Members Grant Cllr Krause 
	500.00

	HMRC VAT refund
	1448.63


Balance (cheque and deposit accounts):   £ 56164.55 18th May

Balance (No 2 account):  £  3.44

Balance (Eye account):  £  3656.27

7.4 Report on works to which the Council is committed.
Garden of Remembrance hedge:  Ongoing maintenance required. Cllr Bainbridge to water over the hot and dry period.
Highway Improvement works: a meeting between A meeting between Cllrs Drury and Bartlett will be arranged once Cllr Bartlett is available.
Cemetery Plan Cllr Drury has had a preliminary meeting with a surveyor to produce a better plan. This will help clarify the marking out of the cemetery plots. The surveyor gave a quote of approx £1000 to produce an updated plot map. Options to be discussed at the November meeting.
Progress on Asset Register action plan. Goalposts will be arranged to be installed; the Bus shelter has been cleaned by Cllr Drury; David Farnfield has been asked to paint the railings and the council are waiting for him to be available now the weather is suitable; some appropriate tape is being sourced to mend the case containing the Doomsday Book;  
        8.
Clerk’s report 

8.1  Correspondence: All correspondence was circulated as received.  
8.2  Clerk’s training – The Clerk is two thirds through her CiLCA coursework and her registration has been activated.
8.3  GDPR  No GDPR issues.
8.4 Broadband Cllr Bainbridge monitoring potential upcoming opportunities.
9.
Reports from Parish representatives
9.1 KALC   -   The minutes of the meeting on July 6th will be circulated 
9.2 ACRK  -  A report was circulated by Cllr Butcher.
9.3 Highways - Work has been delayed on the A20 footpath due to technical hitches at KCC and the Sub-Contractors
9.4 Tree Warden Cllrs Farrington and Richards to arrange an annual tree survey
9.5 Parish Hall Management At the last meeting it was agreed that Doris Cackett and Valerie Hooper were to form a sub-committee to organise events and activities during the summer. The Parish Hall path could use some maintenance Clerk to contact Aspire to request that they regularly clear the path and patio; Work to be done on the flower bed next to the path. The hedge that runs along the playing field access track cannot be trimmed until the 31st August. Cllr Drury has offered to arrange a light trim back of the hedge growth that is now impeding use of the access track and the gate entrance without disturbing the wild life.
9.6 PCSO’s report – 
There was a PCSO engagement visit to Westwell on Sunday July 3 for residents to talk to a PCSO. 
Adam Brooks joined the meeting in place of our local PCSO Bradley Hobbs. PCSO Brooks said that Kent police intend to re-start visits to parish council meetings. Attendance has been low due to being short staffed and implications arising from COVID, PSCO’s have also been assisting Police officers in their duties.
A neighbourhood police review is being conducted and Kent Police are revising how many PCSOs they will
require as Kent Police need to make cutbacks. Some PCSO’s have already left in advance of the possible

cutbacks. There will be rearrangements of staff as our local area is particularly large for one officer. Recruitment has been closed for a over a year now as Kent Police knew they wouldn’t be able to
fund new staff. Civilian officers (PCSO’s) are separate to Police Officers numbers of which have increased to more than ever before. Civilian Police Officers (PCSO’s) come out of a different budget. Kent Police have been looking into what the PCSO role should be as it has changed immensely since covid and PCSO’s are trying to get back out to the community. More community engagement events are being arranged to try and manage expectations of the community. The engagement events are often last minute as PCSOs aren’t informed until very late. These schemes give people an opportunity to come along and voice their concerns as other avenues of reporting can be difficult to navigate for some members of the community.
Catapults are the main issue with young people currently as they seem to be unaware that it is an offence to carry one. PCSO Brooks then advised that if you can’t manage to report an incident then filling out a complaints form on the Kent Police website is an effective way to tell the police that their report systems are not performing as intended. He also suggested signing up to the ‘My Community Voice’ service as it works in real time can come as an email or a text. This service is a two-way communication between members of the public and the police. It enables members of the public to contact the officer back via a link on the email notification.
10.  
Items for the next agenda

10.1 Items for the Green Team
Date of next meetings
Tuesday September 6th, November 1st. Moved to 6pm to accommodate the Players.
The meeting closed at 9.20pm
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