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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council
Held on Tuesday 8th March 2022 at 7.00pm held at St Mary Westwell Church.
1. Open Forum     
One member of the public attended to raise an issue with the broadband in the village advising that the grant schemes from the Government were now available again. Cllr Bainbridge will contact Openreach directly to find out the details and the findings will be reported in due course.
2. Present and Apologies
Cllr Drury (Chair), Cllr Bainbridge (Vice-Chair) Cllr Bartlett, Cllr Farrington, Cllr Lister, Cllr Richards and Cllr Wyatt. 
Miss N Ideson - Clerk 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Butcher and Hutchinson they were absent due illness. These were accepted. Borough Councillor Larry Krause had also sent his apologies he was unable to attend due to a conflicting Overview and Scrutiny meeting at ABC. 
3. Declaration of Interests 
Cllr Drury declared an interest on item number 8 as she is a member of the Environment & Land Mapping Commission. This item was led by Cllr Bainbridge
4. Borough Councillor’s Report
There was no formal report from Borough Cllr Krause but the Council noted and are very grateful for a 
Members grant towards the Westwell Gateway sign planned for Watery Lane as part of the HiP scheme.
5. Minutes and Matters Arising
5.1   Minutes of 4th January & 1st February 2022 
Resolved:

That the Minutes of the meetings of Westwell Parish Council held on 4th January and 1st February 2022 be approved and confirmed as true records. 

5.2   Matters Arising 
5.2.1 Budget reserves 
The budget reserves were confirmed
Resolved

To approve the budget previously circulated as the budget for 2022/2023


5.2.2 Goal posts 

The Council sourced 3 prices to purchase new goal posts to replace the old goal posts at the playing field. The most appropriate specification and price for robust steel goal posts from MH Goals was for £631.68 + £65 delivery, as of late January 2022.
Resolved

To approve the total expenditure of £696.68 to purchase new goal posts, and to place the order now as prices are continuing to increase.
ACTION NI/CB/LF
5.2.3 Gardening 

The Green Team to be thanked for excellent clearance work on February 28th behind the benches at the west end of the Cemetery, and for cutting the creeper on the boundary trees. Noted in discussion that the odd assortment of trees in the north west corner needs some attention in due course, and the further tree work planned for the boundary will be deferred and reconsidered later in the year.

ACTION CD/RB/JR
6. Planning matters
6.1 Planning applications received



 6.1.1 22/00141/AS - Land south of Pilgrims Cottage Pilgrims Way and west of Amberleaze. 


Lawful development certificate - existing - Construction of Yurt

This application is a further application. The Council has commented on the earlier application, and has no further comments on this application. 


Resolved



To submit “No further comments”
ACTION NI


 6.1.2 22/00139/AS & 22/00140/AS - Swinford Cottage, The Street.


 Proposed change of doors and fenestration. Repairs to the existing shed. Raise the brick parapet wall to 

 allow a slate roof to be installed.; Proposed works to the Victorian part of the dwelling; Add a pair of     


 doors to the rear/North elevation in place of a pair of windows. Window in place of a door in the    


 side/West elevation and new brick work to match existing. Door to replace the window opening on     


 south elevation. Remove internal wall and chimney, add a beam support over to the ground floor only.   


 Remove flat roof over utility area and form a new Kent tile pitched roof, form a new brick wall between   

 0.75 and 1.0m away from garden wall. Repair of existing shed to create a working study. Raise the brick    


 parapet wall, to allow a slate roof to be installed.
 
 The changes proposed in this application will have minimal visual impact to the front elevation and no   


 increase in the footprint of the property.  Councillors noted that these changes are well designed  


 improvements with modest external impact.

 Resolved


 It was approved to support the application for the reasons given above.
ACTION NI


6.1.3 22/00084/AS - Elm Cottage, 5 Gothic Cottages, Westwell Lane.


Proposed installation of six solar panels to an existing flat roof above single storey extension

Councillors commented that the position of the solar panels is unobtrusive and barely visible. Councillors felt that installing some renewable energy sources is a positive step


Resolved 


To support the application
ACTION NI
6.2  Planning applications received after distribution of agenda.

        No planning applications were received after the distribution of the agenda

6.3
Other planning matters


6.3.1 Ratification of comments submitted for planning application 21/02146/AS - Land at Eureka Business Park.


The Council submitted detailed comments on the above application to ABC on the 09/02/2022


Resolved


That the comments submitted by the council be ratified


6.3.2 Tree application 22/00021/TP


An application has been submitted to ABC to fell two veteran sycamores at a property facing the Triangle, at the village centre. The reason given is poor condition, but no arboriculture evidence is presented. The Council considers that the loss of these trees would significantly harm the visual character of the village centre and the integrity of the tree canopy, and a comment should be submitted to this effect.



Resolved



It was resolved to comment on the tree application in this instance.
ACTION CD



6.3.3 Elvey Cottage



WPC has been advised by the Enforcement Officer that 'voluntary regularisation’ is being discussed with the owner, and if this does not happen ABC will consider formal action to correct the breach of planning control. The Parish Council will monitor the situation through the Enforcement Officer. 

ACTION NI

7.
Financial Matters 
       
7.1 Progress against Budget to date

         Councillors noted the payments in accordance with the budget.
7.2 Clerk’s pension payment
The Clerks pension payment of £356.17 will be moved into the No 2 Account this is at a rate of 5% of the Clerk’s annual salary with an additional 3% contribution by the Clerk. This will be kept in the No 2 Account until the Clerk’s salary reaches the LEL which will then enable the Clerk to pay this into her NEST pension account.
ACTION NI


7.3 Payments in accordance with the budget
Resolved: 

The following payments be agreed in accordance with the budget. With the addition of the Clerk’s CiLCA training course of £250.
Receipts and Payments 04/01/22 – 08/03/22
	Payments
	Gross
	Net
	VAT

	N Ideson (salary Jan)
	632.63
	
	

	HMRC
	16.89
	
	

	N Ideson (expenses Jan)
	58.20
	
	

	N Ideson (Overtime Oct-Dec)
	250.56
	
	

	KALC -Data Protection Webinar
	16.80
	14.00
	2.80

	Aspire- Play equipment repair
	648.00
	540.00
	108.00

	Aspire – Annual Grounds Maintenance
	5856.00
	4880.00
	976.00

	HIP-Initial payment for design and payment on account for works  
	5000.00
	
	

	
	
	
	

	N Ideson (salary Feb)
	649.52
	
	

	N Ideson (expenses Feb)
	56.05
	
	

	CiLCA training 
	300.00
	250.00
	50.00


	Receipts
	£

	
	

	Lloyds Bank interest 
	0.27


Balance (cheque and deposit accounts):   £ 45206.10  11th February 2022
Balance (No 2 account):  £  3.41

Balance (Eye account):  £ 4340.06 
7.4 Report on works to which the Council is committed.
Garden of Remembrance hedge:  Ongoing maintenance required

Highway Improvement works: Work is on schedule and even slightly ahead as KCC have sent through the final design plans for the work at Sandyhurst Lane and the Gateway sign for Watery Lane. The next stage is for the Parish Council to conduct an informal consultation. Cllr Drury to contact the Asset Management dept of KCC Highways to find out whether they are planning to repair the surface Sandyhurst Lane before the new road lines are painted.  Cllr Bartlett will include a presentation of the scheme at the SLRA AGM on March 15th. 
7.5 Possible S106 21/02146/AS S20 -Eureka Park - Project Proposals
As this is a large development the 3 parishes involved could receive a S106 payments in accordance with ABC’s standard arrangements for developer contributions. There are 3 categories that are applicable for Westwell parish from this development: cemetery, arts and voluntary.  The money is not guaranteed and may take 5 or 10 years to be achieved. If successful this sum would only be paid after a trigger point of a number of sold occupancies in the development has been reached. A general submission will be made on arts eg to support Westwell Players, and for Voluntary, and an ad hoc working group of Cllrs Drury, Wyatt and Hutchinson will consider the cemetery needs. 
ACTION CD/TW/GH
8. 
Environment and Land Mapping Commission  - questionnaire
This project aims to get all Ashford Borough communities, both urban and rural, to think about what is important and what should be taken into account when developments are proposed.  A questionnaire has been circulated to all parishes and community forums. This will contribute to the work of the Commission, which if successful may become part of the evidence base for the next local plan as a reference of what parishes and community forums think is useful evidence The purpose of these questionnaires is to collect evidence and information to compile and identify what is important. It may also directly help improve ABC’s mapping systems.  It was agreed that a group of Councillors from different parts of the parish would complete the questionnaire and a consolidated version would be submitted online. Cllrs Drury and Wyatt would not be in the group as they have been involved in the preparation and testing of the questionnaire 
Resolved

That a group of councillors complete the questionnaire: Councillors Bartlett/Butcher, Farrington and Richards to assemble the response from Westwell and submit the final version online by March 25th. 
ACTION TB/RB/LF/JR
9.
Agenda for Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday March 29th
The APM agenda was circulated and agreed.  Cllr Drury will contact speakers to ‘Save the Date’ and the Clerk will send out invitations on March 21st  
Resolved

To approve the APM agenda and for the Clerk to send out invitations to speakers to present their reports.

ACTION NI

10.
Update on The Wheel
The Council are keen to get the pub un-boarded as soon as possible and open as soon as practical.  During the public meeting held on the 17th February a potential purchaser attended who has a strong appreciation of its community value. Councillors understand that the new purchaser is keen to keep The Wheel as a working village pub. Prior to the meeting the Parish Council had already prepared, with a local solicitor, a moratorium letter to activate the ACV which would trigger a 6-month delay to the sale.  The Parish Council could therefore if required have sent the moratorium letter immediately following the meeting. 
After all the research and preparation the Council had done and having met and talked with the potential purchaser, the Parish Council recommendation was to support them in their purchase and not to deliver the letter, but to file it away in case it was needed sometime in the future.  Finally the meeting was asked whether all those present agreed with the Parish Council recommendation that the letter expressing an intention to bid should NOT be sent. There was unanimous support for that recommendation. There was no show of hands because this was not a formal vote and a number of residents had sent their apologies due to other commitments.

Cllr Bainbridge has since received correspondence from the potential new owner of The Wheel that completion of their purchase should be happening imminently.
11.
Proposals for the cemetery relating to ongoing costs and protocols
Issues to be taken up by the new S106/Cemetery working group.
12. Petition for Remote & Hybrid Meetings
A petition has been circulated asking Councillors to lobby the Secretary of State to allow optional remote and hybrid Council meetings.
Resolved

That Councillors support the petition and send a letter to the Secretary of State to request legislation be progressed urgently to enable the Council to hold optional remote and hybrid meetings.

ACTION CD
13. Storm Eunice – Lessons learnt

Westwell village and surrounding roads suffered severely and more than many other local parishes with a lengthy power outage that occurred as a result of storm Eunice. The Council discussed what could be put in place to be more resilient should this happen again in the future.  The unanimous opinion was that it would have been a lot less difficult if The Wheel pub had been available and equipped with a generator, something the new owners intend to have. The Council are also thinking about putting a generator in the parish hall even if it is just to allow people to charge their phones. The Council identified some of the issues and will carry on the discussion at the Annual Parish Meeting. A note will be produced and shared with ABC
.    
        14.
Clerk’s report 

14.1  Correspondence: All correspondence was circulated as received.  Clerk to contact KCC and request to be added to their correspondence list so that KCC consultations are received directly not via KALC. 
14.2  Clerk’s training – The Clerk will begin her CiLCA training course on 15th March.
14.3  GDPR  No GDPR issues.
15.
Reports from Parish representatives
15.1 KALC   -   The minutes of the meeting on March 3rd will be circulated 
15.2 ACRK  -  Report to be circulated in due course.
15.3 Highways -  Information has been received that Amberleaze is now on the list for major refurbishment.
15.4 Tree Warden – Trees at Tutt Hill, Westwell Lane
The Clerk reported two complaints that some trees on a bank at Tutt Hill appeared to be in a dangerous state. KCC inspected the area and concluded that there were no safety issues.
15.5 Parish Hall Management Committee – The minutes of the latest Parish Hall Committee were circulated and noted.
1.6 PCSO’s report –  No report received
16.  
Items for the next meeting

16.1 Broadband options for the village
16.2 Investigate an update of the Conservation Area character description. 
16.3 Condition of retaining wall at The Bungalow at Tutt Hill.
Date of next meetings
Tuesday 7pm May 3rd, July 5th, September 6th, November 1st
The meeting closed at 9.45pm
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