

DRAFT

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF BROMPTON RALPH PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING HELD ON 25th MAY 2023 AT BROMPTON RALPH VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00pm
Attendees: Councillors J Elliott (Chairman), D Holmes, P Heard, A Sellick                             	P Bainbridge (Clerk)
Also in Attendance: Somerset Council Councillor S Pugsley and C Howe from Wivey Cares
							       
Members of the Public: 5
Public Question Time: 0

1. Election of Chair – D Holmes proposed J Elliott, seconded by A Sellick and J Elliott duly elected as Chair. 
A Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed in the presence of the Clerk.
2. Election of Vice Chair – It was decided to defer this item until the next meeting.
3. Apologies Accepted: S Baker and S Merritt. 		Apologies Received: SC Councillor F Nicholson 
4. Declarations of Interest – J Elliott Item 9a and D Holmes Items 8 e and 10 a.v
5. Minutes of the Previous Meeting – It was noted that the minutes of the meeting of 9th March, Item 2 Declaration of Interests should have read 4d, not 4c. With this correction made by hand in the minutes, it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting on 9th March are a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman at the meeting.  
6. Wivey Cares – Chris Howe from Wivey Cares addressed the meeting about the work of Wivey Cares, a charity, which was set up 5 years ago. He outlined the aims of the charity, which is to organise care in the community, enabling people to remain in their homes longer or to return home from hospital more quickly. It now has a coordinator who works 20 hours a week and 5 trustees. Currently they help 120 people in the wider locality with 40 carers. While contracts are between clients needing care and the carer, Wivey Cares can help co-ordinate care often at extremely short notice. They also offer advice and assistance in claiming the Attendance Allowance, run a memory activity group on Tuesdays for a fee of £5. Other off-shot initiatives include Wivey Kitchen now providing 500 hot meals a week and Wivey Grows, which grows vegetables on land for Wivey Kitchen. 
7. To review and update: 
i. Code of Conduct – reviewed and adopted
ii. Model Standing Orders – latest version presented and adapted and adopted
iii. Banking Mandate & Signatories – Signatories remain Cllr Elliott, Cllr Baker & Clerk 
iv. The Council’s Insurance – New bench on village green added to the schedule
v. The Asset Register – New village green bench added to the register.
vi. Council’s Subscriptions to other bodies – SALC and NALC
vii. Financial Regulations – latest version presented and adapted and adopted
8. Matters Outstanding 
a. War Memorial – no update
b. Village Green Seat – The new seat had been installed by volunteers. A member of the public offered to put the plaque back onto the new seat.
c. Defibrillator – the Cricket Ground Defibrillator has now been moved by Steve Eastick to Pitsford Hill at no cost to the Council and will be updated on The Circuit. The Clerk to write a letter of thanks for the work he kindly undertook.
d. Wivey Cares – The Parish Council earlier in the meeting having heard a presentation given by Chris Howe, a trustee of Wivey Cares, D Holmes proposed £150 as a donation towards their work, which was seconded by P Heard and unanimously approved. A cheque to be sent to Wivey Cares.
e. Coronation – A successful event was held with over 80 tickets sold. Everyone enjoyed the sit-down supper. Music was provided by an accordion player. Games occurred outside. Coronation spoons were given to the children. Thanks were expressed to the event organisers, Iain and Wendy Urqhuart and Anne and Tony Taylor and to the Parish Council for supporting the event.
f. Grass Cutting – a risk assessment had been undertaken and circulated to Councillors and Charles Mowat who is prepared to commit the time to undertake this work as a volunteer and to further training as necessary. No grass cutting is currently being done to support No Mow May, a nationwide initiative to allow wildflowers etc. to grow through the month to encourage
biodiversity.


9.  Planning
Planning Permissions Received
a. 3/02/23/003 | Erection of one and a half storey rear extension Long Paddocks, Pitsford Hill, Brompton Ralph, Taunton, TA4 2RR – no comment
Planning Permissions Decided - For full conditions please refer to Somerset Council’s planning portal
b. 3/02/23/002 | Erection of agricultural manure storage building Land off Cordings Ball, Brompton Ralph 306552,130966 – GRANT
c. ABD/02/23/001 | Prior approval for change of use of agricultural building into 1 No. dwelling house (Class C3) and for associated operational development Little Parks Farm, Gandstone Cross to Parks Lane – REFUSE – apparently being taken to appeal.
Planning Permissions Awaiting Decision
d. 3/02/23/001 Erection of two storey front extension and porch plus single storey rear extension with balcony at Shodden Farm, Ford Road, Brompton Ralph, Taunton, TA4 2RW
e. 3/02/21/001 Erection of 1 No. agricultural workers dwelling and garage Sandpit Meadows, Brompton Ralph to Gandstone Cross, Brompton Ralph, TA4 2RT 

Several queries were raised about planning and why some applications were still undecided. SC Cllr S Pugsley offered if requested to look into these queries.
10.  Finance 
a. Payments for Approval
i. Somerset Council Uncontested Election Fee £100 (paid in consultation with the Chair)
ii. Clerk’s Wages – May & June @ £154.17 (includes HMRC PAYE)
iii. SALC – Training Cllr Sellick - £65
iv. Brompton Ralph Village Hall Hire 2022/23 - £84
v. Brompton Ralph Village Hall Coronation Event organiser I Urquhart*
vi. T Payne Internal Auditor - £100
vii. Clerk’s Expenses – Travel Exmoor Panel March 2023 38 miles @ 45p = £17.10
     Stamps 2nd Class x 10 £7.50 Total £24.60
	* Resolved that the Council in accordance with its powers under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.
		D Holmes proposed P Heard seconded and unanimously approved.
b. Bank Reconciliation – 31st March 2023 had been circulated and a balance of £10,509.75 recorded.
c. AGAR
Internal Audit Report – received and its contents noted. Unable to do the Exercise of Public Rights due to the lateness of the AGAR 2021/23. To action a Risk Assessment for approval at future meeting.
Annual Governance Statement – Box 4 answered NO as the AGAR for 2021/22 was approved too late for the Exercise of Public Rights for that year due to being unable to have access to the bank statement.
	Accounting Statement prepared by the RFO presented and approved.
	Certificate of Exemption approved and signed and to be returned to the Auditor.

P Heard proposed, A Sellick seconded, and all approved the above in the order presented to the Council and signed at the meeting.	
The Certificate of Exemption will be submitted to the appointed auditor PKF Littlejohn LLP and the notice of the Exercise of Public Rights on the website as well as noticeboard.

11. Road and Traffic Issues – These issues were discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting that preceded the meeting. SC Cllr Pugsley informed of the need of a Highway Warden in the village to feed issues through. Currently the Clerk reports issues to the Highway Steward who is able to clear drains, grip clearance and trimming around signs, particularly on the narrow lanes. Cllr Pugsley informed of the Highways Warden Meeting later in the year where winter management is discussed including gritting routes. While the Clerk is currently reporting to the Highway Steward it was thought in the future that somebody on the ground in the village could do this. The name of the Assistant Highways Service Manager was given as a contact for the PC to help chase up issues. 
12. Local Community Network – The first meeting of the Exmoor LCN is on the 8th June at which an elected member of the Council needs to attend. SC Cllr Pugsley outlined how the LCN’s will work. They are collaborative panels that will report back to the main Somerset Council the issues and concerns in the areas with priorities including highways, transport, schools, and social care. They are not bodies which have budgets but report to the main council.
13. Councillor Vacancy – Due to the time expired and previous co-option where the position was not taken up the vacancy needs to be readvertised. If no call for an election the Council can co-opt at the meeting in July.
14. Emergency Plan – The Clerk had attended a meeting organised by Wiveliscombe Town Council on Emergency Planning prepartion. Emergency planning has also been discussed at the Exmoor Panel. While there is limited scope in the community due to the lack of facilities, it was agreed that the Clerk would provide material for future consideration.
15. Clerk’s Report & Correspondence – The Clerk had previously circulated details including on Facebook of an off-road motor bike event which had taken place. It was noted the event had passed without any known inconvenience in the area. 
16. Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agendas – Following the success of the last two events held, it was thought it would be good to hold an event next year. Opportunities to do so would be the planned Beacon Lighting to mark D-Day and/or the Big Lunch which the Council could support.
17. Date of next meeting - Thursday 20th July 2023 at 7.30pm at Brompton Ralph Village Hall.

Chair Cllr J Elliott declared the meeting closed at 20.39 pm.
Chair:						Signed as a true and correct record
Date: 
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