 


P R E S S  R E L E A S E 

ASHENDON RECEIVES £300,00 COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP FUNDING 
TOWARDS SAVING ITS VILLAGE PUB.

April 8th 2024

Residents of Ashendon in Buckinghamshire and its surrounding villages have united to save their cherished 300-year-old village pub by acquiring it as a community asset.

Amid stiff competition and in a monumental boost for community spirit and local connectivity, the Ashendon Community Pub Society Limited (ACPS) is thrilled to announce its receipt of a significant Community Ownership grant amounting to £300,000. 

This generous funding, awarded by the Department for Levelling up, Housing and Communities, marks a new chapter in our ongoing efforts to preserve the Ashendon Pub as a community-owned asset.

The grant award is a testament to the collective spirit and determination of the people of Ashendon and surrounding villages. The ACPS, formed by residents passionate about maintaining the village's social hub, has worked tirelessly to secure the future of its only pub that closed over a year ago. This grant not only solidifies their efforts but represents a major milestone on the journey to the pub's transformation into a vibrant community hub.

The award is made up of a £250,000 Community Ownership Fund towards the purchase of the freehold plus a £50,000 revenue fund towards working capital. The society now needs to raise a further £250,000 this summer to acquire, renovate, and reopen the pub. This balance will be raised through a Community Share Offer launching in June.

Luke Jamieson, Chair of ACPS, said “We are thrilled with this result and are enormously grateful to those residents in Ashendon and neighbouring villages who have already pledged a total of £168,000 to buy shares. We are still seeking £82,000 in pledges. Now that we have won the trust and majority financial backing of the government to make this initiative a success, we hope that even more members of the community and local businesses will come forward to pledge whatever they can so we can meet our target and ensure this window of opportunity does not slip through our fingers.” 

Gratitude 
The Ashendon Community Pub Society extends its heartfelt gratitude to:
· The Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities for recognising the importance of preserving the wider Ashendon community and generously supporting our initiative through a Community Ownership Fund.
· Plunkett Foundation for their invaluable consultation and guidance. 
· ACPS Management Committee members for their diligent volunteer efforts and unwavering dedication towards making the vision a reality.
· Residents and groups of Ashendon and its neighbouring villages for their continued engagement, support and generosity.

About The Ashendon Pub and Community Benefit Society 
The pub in Ashendon has been a part of the Buckinghamshire village for over 300 years and has played a critical role within the local community. Sadly, the pub, known as The Hundred of Ashendon, closed over a year ago, and without it, residents of Ashendon and its surrounding villages are feeling disconnected. Residents want to preserve their special culture of a friendly, connected and supportive community.

This is particularly so because the village is rural without services that typically provide connectivity or interaction: There’s no shop, café or school. The bus service is very limited with only one bus twice a week. And even fast-food delivery services are not available. 
 
Neighbouring villages of Westcott, Winchendon, Wotton Underwood, Chilton or Dorton are also without a pub and they have made Ashendon pub their ‘local’ for many years, so this social disconnect extends to them too. 
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…continued

In the Spring of 2023, a steering group was formed to explore acquiring the pub. Since then, the group has accomplished an enormous amount, including conducting community research, forming a community benefit society, building a volunteer project management team, creating a business plan, and most recently receiving the COF grant. There is an overwhelming desire to save the pub and residents of Ashendon and surrounding villages have pledged a total of  £168,000 to buy future shares in the pub. The group is seeking a further £82,000 in pledges to fund the balance required to acquire the freehold, conduct some essential building works, and reopen the pub.

The primary objectives for the community pub are:  
 
· Preserve the Heart of the Community: The foremost goal is to prevent the permanent loss of the pub and retain it as a vibrant place to connect at the centre of the village. This will preserve its historical significance as a public meeting place and provide a welcoming social hub for residents and visitors for dining, events, club-hosting, and gatherings.  

· Provide A Local Food & Drink Solution. Where none exists within walking distance.

· Provide Daytime Social Interaction: Including cycling clubs and ramblers who typically enjoy our challenging climbs and beautiful views. 

· Regenerate A Small Amount of Local Employment.

· Foster Community Involvement: Through the opportunity to have a say in the big decisions about the pub and hosting events that include all backgrounds and ages.

· Support Local Businesses and Sustainability: By establishing strong ties with local producers, such as butchers and breweries, to ensure the pub operates sustainably and supports the local economy.  

· Attract a Wider Community: Building upon the Hundred of Ashendon’s previous good reputation, drawing in customers from a broader catchment area including Thame and its surrounding villages.

· ENDS   -

For further information or to arrange an Interview with the Chair of the Community Benefit Society, contact:
Sue Maldonado
Management Committee Officer for Communications, Community & Culture 
Ashendon Community Pub Society Limited  
semaldonao99@gmail.com  07908 686886

Facebook: Ashendon Community Pub Facebook Page  
Website: Hundred Public House - Ashendon Parish Council - Ashendon Parish Council, Ashendon, Aylesbury 

About Community Pubs
Over 500 UK pubs closed in 2023, according to the British Beer and Pub Association. Yet, support is our there for communities wishing to save their community assets. The Plunkett Foundation, a registered charity working with others in the industry, developed the co-operative pub model to guide community groups to success in acquiring their local pubs. The government’s Community Ownership Fund supports community groups across the UK to take ownership of assets that are at risk of being lost to the community. 
The number of community pubs has increased by 62% over the last five years. As of January 2024, there are over 174 up and running across the UK, with more to come in the pipeline. The is no doubt that times are challenging for the pub sector, but community pubs appear to be thriving: The Plunkett Foundation data reveals that a 99% success rate. Nationwide, communities are coming together to save their local pubs so that they become more than just somewhere for a drink, but important social hubs preserving community connectivity for generations to come.

The Plunkett Foundation - Plunkett UK
The Community Ownership Fund  https://www.find-government-grants.service.gov.uk/grants/the-community-ownership-fund-1
