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HAMPSHIRE FOREST PARTNERSHIP

Shoots Along the Routes

Free trees to create green networks along Hampshire’s roads

Hampshire County Council’s new initiative, the Hampshire Forest Partnership will be providing free trees to landowners and land managers to create over 630 kilometres of new green networks across the county.  The networks will follow the routes of several A and B-roads across Hampshire and the scheme will support eligible tree planting schemes within a 2km wide corridor along the routes to boost nature recovery.  By following the trajectory of these roads, the trees can deliver on ecosystem services by creating stepping-stones for nature across our towns and villages, as well as through the more rural parts of Hampshire. It is hoped the scheme will deliver a multitude of benefits including other ecosystem services such as reduction of noise pollution, cooling the air and alleviating flood risk. 

These routes are steeped in history and by following their paths, the scheme will provide new opportunities for tree planting which will deliver a range of social and environmental benefits. The trees planted will sequester carbon, as well as provide cultural landscape features for the future. Green networks, corridors and linkages are widely seen as a key mechanism for reversing the effects of fragmentation on biodiversity. They can enhance local landscape character, mitigate climate change and improve soil health. Trees can also alleviate our stress levels, just by being around them. 

A mix of native species will be available for landowners to choose from. The project will also provide 700 disease-resistant elm trees across the routes selected. This is an ambition for Hampshire County Council to help address the loss of Hampshire’s mature elm and the widespread reduction of the White-letter hairstreak butterfly.  

Free trees will be available for planting outside of existing woodlands, to create new linkages. The scheme will also support planting of interesting landscape features such as tree circles or clusters to create iconic features for the future. Shoots Along the Routes will fund new hedges, individual trees, linear features, shelter belts, standard trees in hedges, and trees within areas less than 0.5 ha.  Within urban areas, the fund will also be able to support new mini forests and community orchards.  It is hoped that by working with communities, those involved will build lasting connections to these enhanced spaces.

Free trees will be provided by the Hampshire Forest Partnership from this winter as part of Hampshire County Council’s goal to plant one million trees by 2050. Landowners are invited to apply from 26th September.  For an Expression of Interest Form, Guidance, and further detail on eligibility, please email treeplanting@hants.gov.uk 





About Hampshire Forest Partnership:
Hampshire Forest Partnership (HFP) was launched in 2022 as part of Hampshire County Council’s goal to meet net zero carbon by 2050. HFP’s target is to facilitate the planting of one million trees by 2050 to help combat the climate emergency and bring social benefits to Hampshire residents. This is happening through building partnerships at a local, county and national-level to distribute trees and hedge plants, associated tree-planting materials and tree planting advice to a range of stakeholders including residents, volunteer groups, schools, local authorities and landowners. For more information visit www.hants.gov.uk/hampshireforestpartnership. 


Map to show Shoots Along the Routes network where tree planting will be supported.
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