
Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the QUEEN THORNE PARISH COUNCIL held on 11th December at 7.30pm in Over with Nether Compton Village Hall

Present: 
Cllrs McBeath (In the Chair), Allcard, Brewer, Chick, Dodd, Harris, Hayton, Lowe, Street and Yendole. Around 30 members of the public were also present.

1. Apologies – Cllrs Biddiscombe and Carter did not attend the meeting due to previously declared interests.

2. To receive declarations of interest Cllr Dodd declared an interest as the Parish Council representative on the Village Hall Committee

3. To decide on the Parish Council response to the Dorset Council consultation on the following planning application:

WD/D/19/002708 | Erection of extension to village hall | OVER AND NETHER COMPTON VILLAGE HALL, COMPTON ROAD, NETHER COMPTON
	
Invited by the Chairman to speak, many local residents voiced their opinions about the proposed extension to the village hall. Without exception, those present spoke in favour of upgrading and extending the hall in some way. The only areas of disagreement were specific parts of the proposed design and the impact of the modernised building on parking congestion in the village. 

In particular, strong concerns were raised by residents of the two properties which lie across the road from the hall, who were dissatisfied with
1. The design of the proposed glass Green Room 
2. The appearance and positioning of the solar panels  
3. The repositioning of the main part of the extension 1.5 m further to the north west from the original plan.
4. Insufficient new parking spaces to avoid congestion during busy events at the hall
 
Representatives of the Village Hall Planning Committee defended the design, explaining that: 
1. The glass design of the Green Room was seen by the architect as a source of solar gain through the glazing. 
2. Advice had been sought from Low Carbon Dorset on the solar panels and the proposed inset, matt design was the least obtrusive affordable.
3. The repositioning of the extension was done to allow better vehicular access to the hall and carpark.
4. Nine new parking spaces are included in the design whilst the overall capacity of the hall for numbers attending events will not increase. 

The Chairman allowed all members of the public and Council to speak. After a lengthy discussion a proposal for Parish Council comments was made. This was carried with 8 votes in favour and 1 abstention. Cllr Dodd did not take part in the vote.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As a result, the following comments were submitted to Dorset Council.

Queen Thorne Parish Council supports this application to extend Over and Nether Compton Village Hall with the following strong recommendations:
1. The glass section of the plan be modified to be of solid construction with appropriate windows, rather than the proposed glass walls. The Council considers that this modification would address some of the visual amenity concerns of residents who live opposite the hall and blend more easily with other buildings in the area. The glazed walls are seen as a less thermally efficient option given the north westerly aspect of the room. 
2. The solar panels should be matt and recessed into the roof. This is to ensure that the panels blend into the roof and solar reflection which might impinge on neighbouring properties is minimised.
Furthermore, the Parish Council suggests that Dorset Highways should consider this application in view of parking congestion that can occur throughout the village when large events are held in the hall, church or elsewhere. The Parish Council is pleased to see the proposed increase in parking spaces at the hall, but believes that the Village Hall Committee should seriously consider further expanding this in future.
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