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FROMOURPRESIDENT-JIMFITZGERALD

Ihopeyouareenjoyingthegloriousweatheratthemoment,thoughattimescanbe
uncomfortabletoplayin.

AtourOpenSpoonDriveonthe22ndAprilwehad56membersattendingwith45playing,
whichisagoodturnout.Agreatdaywashadbyall,thankyoutoClubCaptainBarryforall
hishardworkasorganiseroftheday.

TheOakleyC.A.SportsWeekendonthe29-30thAprilproduced17newmemberssigninguponthedayand
furthernewmemberssigningduringourBowlsforFunevents.Manythankstoallthoseinvolvedinmaking
itasuccessfulweekend.IwouldalsoliketowelcomethenewmemberstoOakleyBowlingClub.

Wehaveplayed6friendliesuptodateandIwouldliketothankthosememberswhoparticipatedinthese
games.ItwasgreattohaveawinagainstBasingstokeTown.AgainIhavetothankClubCaptainBarryforall
hishardworkinorganisingthesegames.Iwouldliketoemphasizethatanymembercanplayinfriendlies,
newandold,sopleasecheckthesheetandputyournamedownshouldyouwishtoplay.Theyaregoodfun
andawayofimprovingyourgame.

Iwouldliketocongratulateallthememberswhohaveprogresstothenextroundofthevariouscompetitions.

Thereisnotmuchmoretosayexceptenjoytherestoftheseason.
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Captain’sLog

fromBarryLee,Men’sCaptain

Hitoyouall.WellJunenearlyover,andalotofbowlinghasbeendone.Isaidinthe1st

issueofthechroniclethatweopenonthe22ndApril.Atotalof56membersattendedthe
afternoon,44ofthemtookpartintheSpoonDrive.Wedidthedrawandplayed4ends
thenaseconddrawforanother4endstheninforacupofTeaandacoupleofbiscuits
arrangedbyMargaret.Thenafteragoodnatterweallwentoutforanotherlittlesession.

WehadajobtofindtheLadywinner(assheforgottodohercard)butwithhelpfromSeanweannouncedthat
HazelSolomonhadthehighestscorejustby1shotwithVirginiaBuddcomingsecond.ForthemenRichard
StartinwasthewinnerwithMalcolmGrimecomingsecond.WelldonetoalltheplayersandThankstothe
othermembers.

OnFriday5thMaythemennotbowling,justwatchingandhelpingfortheLadiesplayingtheIOWLadies
TouringTeam.Itwasahappyandenjoyableday.

Our1stFriendlywasSunday7thMaywhen24BowlerswenttoDevizestoplaythemaspartoftheir100th

Anniversary.WeallreceivedaCoasteroftheir2greensandPavilion,theweatherwasquitewarmandsunny
andtheniceteaconcludedwithscones,jam&cream.Thescorewas94-127(-33).Wehad2winningrinks,
PeterBown,ValRyan,FrankTuffs,MargaretLee.with+4shotsandJocky,KeithTurnbull,AverilAdams,
PatFitzgerald.With+1shot.Nowcomestheembarrassingbit,IgotthewrongteamdownastheHighest
winningrink.IdidringbothteamsandthePresiapologisingandamhopinghehasamendedmymistake.

Our2ndgamewasatHawleyonSaturday13thMay,againanicesunnyday(thegreenwasnotatitsbest).Alas
welostthatgamealso45-95(-50)wedidhave1winningrinkwelldonetoIanRickman,VeraRhodes,Barry
Lee,winningbyjust+2shots.WelldoneIanhavingagoodstarttohisseason.

Our3rdgamewasatBasingstokeTown,theyhadtodrop1rinkthroughlackofplayers.Soonly5rinksplayed
ANDwehadour1stWIN!!with99-71(+28)and4winningrinks&1drawnrink.ThetoprinkwasStan
Mond,JohnRyan,PaulaTaylor,Camila,with24-11.TheotherwinningskipswereDerekEaston,PeterBown,
KeithTurnbull,andJocky’srinkDrew.Imustthankthosewhostooddown,FrankTuffs,IanRickman,Martin
Smith,andmyself.Theweatherwasasunnydaywithafewclouds,andwewon!!.

Nowwecometoour4thgame,thiswasatWaterloovillewherewejustgotateamafteralotofringinground.
6Triples.Thescorewasnotasgood70-148(-78).ThankstoJimDixon,VeraRhodes,andLesleyAllard,
onlylosingby1shot.Myrecordsshowwehaveonlywonthereonceinover20years,2003(+39).Thegreen
isSyntheticandnearlylikeanIndoorgreen.

Wemoveontoour5thgamewherewehostedtheBurghfieldclubastheirPavilionisnotbuiltyetandthey
werenotabletohaveusattheirgreen,theirclubdidpayfortheirfood.Unfortunately,itwasour1sthome
gameIhadaphonecall4daysbeforethegamesayingthattheycouldonlyget18players,whichmeantIhad
tostanddown6ofourplayerstheyallkindlyagreednottoplaysoabigthankyoutoSandraLee,VeraRhodes,
JohnWilson,ShirleyGoodwin,Mary&KeithTurnbull.Thisiswhatmakesourclubthebest.Wedidnotwin
buthad2winningrinks.VerywelldoneValRyan,PaulaTaylor,LesleyDumelow(+4)andRitaMeakin’s
rinkwith(+1)totalscore88-100(-12)
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Nextwasour6thgameatThatcham,IrangtheCaptainhesaidhehad18playersbutwouldget24.Whenwe
gottherethecaptainsaidverysorry3havedroppedoutwhichmade3fullrinksand3Triples.Wemadesure
thatthescoresonthetripleshad25%oftheirtotaldeducted.Westilllost84-118(-34)welldonetoPeter
Bown,LauraButler,VeraRhodes,MaryTurnbullwith(+6)andKeithTurnbull’srinkwinningby+2.

The7thGameshouldhavebeenagainstFarnborough,TheCaptainrangtosaywewillhavetocanceldueto
lackofplayers.TheyhavealadiesCompetitioninthemorningandthemenhaveoneintheevening.

Youwillbepleasedtoknow‘thatsit’.Jean&Ted,PeterStewart,Charlie,didnotgettoplayintheirfirst
friendlythisyearyetbuthopetheywillhavetheirnamesdownonothergames.Sofar45membershave
kindlyplayedandIknowatleast4ofournewmemberswillbeplayingverysoon.
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Spencer’sSnippets
fromSpencerKerley,GeneralSecretary

TheOpenWeekendon29thand30thAprilwasagreatsuccessandtakentogether
withtheBowls4Funcoursehasresultedinourhavingrecruitedsincelastseason
atotalof25newmember.WewelcomethemalltotheClubandhopetheyenjoy
playingwithus.IntegratingnewmembersintotheClubisimportantandthis
yearwehavereservedrinksonthegreenonThursdayeveningssothatnewand
existingbowlerscanplaysomesocialgamesand,asnecessary,receiveadvice
fromourcoaches.Recruitingsomanynewmembersinvolvedagooddealofworkand

ourthanksgototheRecruitmentandRetentionSubCommitteeforalltheireffortsbutparticularthanksmust
gotoourVicePresidentPeterBownandourthreecoachesRuthBown,SueDixonandMartinBuddwhohave
givenupsomuchoftheirtime.

ThecanalboattripontheBasingstokecanalprovedabigsuccesswith40memberstakingpartasthe“John
Pinkerton”madeitswayuptoWinchfieldand,withthesunout,memberswereabletoenjoythescenery
before,onthereturnleg,goingintothewarmcabinandmakinguseofthebarfacilities.Thanksgotothe
SocialSub-Committeefororganisingtheevent.

OurattendanceataCarBootSaleatSwallowfieldsprovedveryrewardingwithover£550beingraisedfor
ClubFunds.TheClub'sthanksgotoallwhodugoutitemsforsalebutspecialthanksgotoRic,Martin,Barry,
Kay,Janie,PatandJim,BarbaraandBobandElaineandSimonwhoarosesoearlyandworkedsohardto
achievesuchasplendidresult.

WelldonetoalltheOakleyplayersthathavequalifiedforCountyAreaFinals.Atthetimeofwriting,
individualshadqualifiedintheMen’sSingles(2),theMen’sandWomen’sTwoWood(HeatherStatham
havingprogressedontotheCountyFinals),theWomen’sPairs,theMen’sTriples(2),theWomen’sTriples,
theMen’sandWomen’sFoursandtheMen’sSeniorFours.

TheClub’scongratulationsgotoNicoleRogerswhohasreachedtheFinaloftheCountyJuniorSinglesand
willrepresentHampshireattheNationalChampionshipsinLeamington.Nicolehasbeenselectedalsoto
representEnglandintheJuniorInternationalstobeheldinJulyinLondonderry,NorthernIreland.

TheClubisdelightedthatBowlsHampshirehaschosenthreeofitsplayerstoplayinitsinterCounty
Championshipteams.AshleyNethercliffehasthisyearagainbeenselectedfortheMiddletonwhilstRuth
Bownisagaininthewomen’sequivalenttheJohnsTrophy.Inaddition,thisyearNicoleRogersmadeher
debutintheJohnsinHampshire’sbigwinovertheIsleofWight.NicolehasalsobeenchosenfortheWalker
CupteamandisbelievedtobetheyoungestplayertorepresenttheCountyatthislevel.

TheClubmarkassessorwillbevisitingtheClubonMonday24thJulytoreviewouraccreditationandthevisit
hasbeentimedtocoincidewiththeafternoon’sSpoonDriveforwhichwehopetherewillbeagoodturnoutto
demonstratehowwellwearedoingasaClub.
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LadiesSecretary’sSalutation

FromLesleyAllard,LadiesSecretary

ManycongratulationstoallthosewhohavereachedtheBHAreaFinals,especially

afterhavingtoplayintheexceptionalheatofthelastweek.

TheNorthHantsWomen’sBowlingAssociationcompetitionshavealsobeentaking

placeandsomeofourladiesaredoingverywelltoo.

!NORTHHANTSLADIESFRIENDLIES!

Ladies,whynottakeadvantageofwhatNorthHantsWBAhastooffer,especiallytheirFriendlygames. 

Theseareforallladyplayerswhetherexperiencedornotandareagoodwayofgettingtoknowladiesfrom

otherClubsinanon-competitive,friendlyatmosphere. ThereisalistofFriendlygamestobeplayedin

AugustontheNoticeBoardintheladies’cloakroom. PleasedosupportAverilAdams,thePresidentfrom

Oakley,inheryearofoffice. Iamsurethatyouwillenjoyyourself.

 

GETWELLSOON

ItisgoodtoseeDavidClewerplayingagainafterhisseriousoperation. WehopethatEricLamkinisdoingas

heistoldandmanagingnottofallinthegardenagain. WelookforwardtohavingyoubackwithusEric!

BestwishestoMargaretCannellwhoIunderstandisnowfeelingbetterandisdrivingagain.

 

CONGRATULATIONS

TheClub’sCongratulationsandBestWishesgotoFredandEileenSmith(Martin’sParents),whocelebrate

their70thWeddingAnniversarythismonth. UntillastyearFredwasoneofthemainstaysoftheteamatour

AnnualBarbeque,only‘retiring’aftertheageof90.

90seemstobethenew70thesedays. RonBaxter,age90,wasinthewinningClubDrawnTriplesteam

recentlyandFrankTuffs,age96,stillputsupameanwoodortwo.

Lastweek,intheLadiesLeague,myoppositenumberfromKingsclerewasthelegendaryJoanWalker,age

97. Thelongjackswereabitmuchforherbutshestillplaysagoodgame(andtalksforEngland). Shesent

herregardsandespeciallyaskedafterNancyGoosey.

WearealllookingforwardtoJim’stour basedinSidmouth.Here’shopingforsomegoodweatherthen!
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SpecialThanks

DENISCARTER

Margaretandfamilywouldliketoexpresstheirthanksforallthecardsandflowerstheyreceivedafterthe

suddendeathofDenis.

HewouldhavebeenhumbledandhonouredatthenumberofOakleyBowlerswhoattendedhisfuneraland

wake.

Thanksfordonationsof£900whichwassharedbetweenOakridgeHouseandNaomiHouse.

MargaretCarter.

JACKHIGHRESULTS

FromCoralWearn
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OntheGreen

FromTrevorWearn

AsIwritethistheincrediblyhotMediterranean-likesummerwe’vebeenexperiencingforafewdaysseemsto
havedesertedusandwe’rebackdown10oCtoatemperaturewewouldnormallyregardasprettygoodforan
Englishsummer.Typicallythough,alsoforanEnglishsummer,it’scloudyandthere’sawindblowing–but
norain!Despiteforecastsofthunderstormsandtorrentialrainforourareatoday,theyseemtohavepassedus
by,andthat,Ihatetosay,isaproblemrightnowastheGreencoulddefinitelydowithagooddousing.It’s
strange,butnomatterhowmuchtheirrigationisused,andourwatercomesstraightfromawell,it’sonlyrain
whichseemstogreenitbackup.Theregularapplicationofawettingagenthashelpedanyavailablemoisture
spreadevenlythroughthesoil,butthegreatlyincreaseduseoftheGreenbyourveryhealthymembership(I
wonderhowmanyotherclubsinthecountyhavetoputup7rinkstokeepupwiththedemandforgames)is
beginningtotakeitstoll.So,unlessitrainssoon,youmayhavetogetusedtobowlingonabrown‘Green’
–butitwillbequick!WhatamIsaying,thisisEngland,itwillrainsoon!

AsmanyofyouprobablyknowIhadabitofasplatwithaladderandatiledpatiowhileoverinSpainatthe

beginningofMay,whichleftmeinabitofpainandaninabilitytodomuchworkforacoupleofweeks,and

IwouldliketothankthoseontheGreenTeamwho‘wenttheextramile’andtookonmyshareoftheworkand

putupwithmegiving‘advice’fromthesafetyofthebanks.UnfortunatelythishighlightedthepointIwas

tryingtomakeinthelastissueofthe‘Chronicle’,whichwasthevulnerabilityofallofusontheteaminour

advancingyears.Thingscangobadlywrongandinevitablywillputextrastrainontheteamwhentheydo,

underliningtheneedformorehelp.SadlyIdidnotreceiveasinglecomment,letaloneanyoffersfollowing

thatarticle.

BacknowifIcouldtotheusageoftheGreen,inafewweeksourinvolvementinallthevariouscompetitions

willbeoverandtherewillbeplentyofavailablerinks,butatthemomentit’safinebalancetryingtospreadthe

wearevenlyovertheGreen,puttingcompetitiongamesonpreferredrinksandaccommodatingleaguesetcso

ifyoucancelagameforanyreasonandyouhavearinkbooked,pleasemakesureyoucancelthatbookingas

well.AlsotherearestillsomemembersexpressingapreferenceforarinkforaClubcompetition,butifyou

readtheguidelinesonthecoveroftheRinkDiarythisisnotallowed.

Sermonover,thegardensandGreenarelookingparticularlygoodasusual(findmeaclubwhichlooksbetter!)

withhardlyaweedinsight,thatisapartfromthefewstubbornlystickingoutfromthebottomofthehedge.

They’renotsupposedtobethere,soifyouseeone,pleasefeelfreetopullitup.Noneofusontheteamwill

mindonelittlebit!

Enjoytherestoftheseason(itneverseemstolastverylong,doesit?)andgoodlucktoallofyoustillinvolved

incompetitions,
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COACHING

FromRuthBown

23NewMembershavebeenrecruitedsincethestartoftheseason,whatabeginning!

Duringthelastmonth,Sue,MartinandIhaveputmostofthesenewmembersthroughthe“Bowls4Fun”

sessions,oneofwhichwasatheorysessionduetoinclementweather–wewentthroughtheetiquetteofthe

game,someofthebasicrulesandthestandardswewishtoupholdasaclub.

ThosewhocanhavealsobeenregularattendeesoftheMondayafternoondrivesandtheyarecomingonin

leapsandbounds.Sue,MartinandIhavetriedtoattendthesesessionstoensuretheyarehelpedandgiven

correctadviceonbowlingtechnique,andhowto‘playinagamesituation’.

Allthenewmembersareverykeenandarenowreadytostartplayingfriendlygamesandleaguegames.So,

ifyoucaptainaleagueteamandareshortofplayers,dogetintouchwithsomeofthesenewmembers.Peter

andIhaveafulllistoftheircontactdetails-sonoexcuses!

Ihaveadvisedallthenewmemberstopurchaseproperbowlsshoes,apairofgreyandwhitetrousersand

somewaterproofs.Theyarestillusingclubbowls,butagainIhavegiventhemalllinkstoplaceswhere

pre-lovedbowlsareavailableandthedetailsforCotswoldBowlsShop.Iftheyneedtoborrowbowlsfromthe

club,Ihaveadvisedthemallthataslongastheycontacteitherme,SueorMartinandreturnthemASAPthis

shouldbeOK.

Thursdaynightcontinuestobe"ClubNight",andasof6thJulythisisopentoALLmembers.Wherepossible

yourthreequalifiedcoacheswillbeinattendanceandaplanisbeingputinplaceandwillbepostedonthe

noticeboardintheclubhouseastotheaimsandobjectivesofeachsession.Thisissubjecttorinkavailability

buttworinkshavebeenputasideeveryThursdaysohopefullywecangetapproximately2hoursofcoaching

ineachweek.

ThisisfollowedbyatriptotheMalshangerClubforawell-earneddrinkandachataboutwhatwentwell,and

whatdidn’tgoquitetoplan,andallowsyou,themembership,tochattothecoachesaboutgeneralorspecific

queries.
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TuffsTeasers

fromFrankTuffs

FlowerAnagrams

1.Shypipgoal

2.Ashuntploy

3.Morerips

4.Hadail

5.Lacemist

6.Ruinagem

7.Coinrave

8.Wornpods

9.Loveit

10.Rapmule

11.Aweepest

12.Upintea

13.Inotace

14.Atraincon
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Editor'sCorner(SandraLee):

QUOTESBYFAMOUSPEOPLE

"Foreveryminuteyouremainangry,yougiveup60secondsofpeaceofmind"

RalphWaldoEmerson,USPhilosopher(1803-82).

"Alwaysforgiveyourenemies;nothingannoysthemsomuch"

OscarWilde,IrishPlaywright,Novelistand"Poet(1854-1900).

1stYearofGardening

Myfirstyearofspendingasmuchtimeaspossibleinthegarden.Iamnotanaturalgardener,assoonas

creepycrawliesappearI'moff!

Ihaveperseveredthisyearandhaveacolourfulgardenwithgeraniums,begoniasandmanyplantsIcannot

remembertheirnames.Idolovemyroses,thoughtwoofmineobviouslydidn'treadtheinstructionsasthey

havebothgrownwayabovetheirheight,onewas6ftbuthasnowreachedthetopofthehousewhichmakesit

ajobforHusbandwithladderwhenitcomestodeadheading.

Wehavelotsofbirds,whowouldthinksmallbirdscouldeatsomuch!Thetworobinsfoĺlowusaroundthe

garden.Themistlethrushdecidedtolandonourdiningroomwindowledgeandknockedonthewindowno

doubtwantingfedandspotteduseating.

Wehadayounginjuredpigeonwhocameandsatonourwallnearthebackdoorwaitingforustocomeout.

Husbandwasveryhelpfulincatchingit,mindyouneverknewapigeoncouldrunsofast.Hetookitroundto

theanimalrescueplaceinthevillageandwehavesinceheardthatourpigeonisthriving.

Cansomeoneexplaintomewhyafterweedingyougooutthenextdayandmorehaveappeared.Istherea

weedfairythatpopsupduringthenight?

Aftermysmallattemptsinthegardenithasgivenmeagreateradmirationforeveryonewholooksafterour

green,gardens,potsetc.Thankyouallverymuch.

Asitsnotraineditstimetogoandwaterthegarden!
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BowlinginAprilissuchfun!

ThankstoJonathanRouseforthispictureofsomeofourmembersbowlingatthestartoftheseason.

Thankgoodnesstheweatherhasimproved!

TuffsTeasers-PossibleAnswers

1.Gypsophlia

2.Polyanthus

3.Primrose

4.Dahlia

5.Clematis

6.Geranium

7.Veronica

8.Snowdrop

9.Violet

10.Primula

11.SweetPea

12.Petunia

13.Aconite

14.Carnation


