MINUTES OF SHELDWICH BADLESMERE & LEAVELAND PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 5TH APRIL 2022 IN BADLESMERE VILLAGE HALL AT 8.00PM 

Present.  Councillor’s Harbour, Weston, Brookes, Blythin, Perry, Simmons, SBC Valentine and KCC Lehmann.  2 Member of the Public.
Apologies.  Received from Councillor’s Austin and Nimmo.  
Absent.  SBC Gould and Cllr Scutt.
Meeting opened at 8.05pm
There were no declarations of changes in pecuniary interests or of specific items on the agenda. 
 
Approval of Minutes.    
March 2022 Minutes approved and signed.                                       						
  22/16701
20’s Plenty Campaign – Update.  Cllr Blythin confirmed that there were no formal updates however, currently awaiting the decisions regarding costings from Selling Parish Council as could split costs between Councils.  KCC Lehmann attended the Selling Parish Council Meeting who are working on a consultation.  The Chairman will discuss this further with Selling Parish Council.
Action:  Clerk to add to next agenda for update.					  												22/16702

School Footpath – Update.  Elizabeth Roberts wrote on behalf of Lady Sondes offering a contribution to the School Footpath improvements.  A £1,000 donation was offered with the request that a type 5 material is used.  Cllr Weston and the Chairman will be visiting the footpath to new determine the exact works and materials required.
Action:  Clerk to write back to Elizabeth Roberts to show the Parish Council’s appreciation and acceptance of donation.
Action:  Clerk to add to next agenda.																			 22/16703
Tree Planting – Queens Jubilee Update.  35 Trees have now been planted.  The Chairman confirmed that an A4 plaque had been ordered from the British Legion.  The Chairman will look into obtaining some oak to use to mount the plaque when it arrives.  Another 35 trees have been ordered to plant around November, the trees are of the same size as already planted.  											  				22/16704

KALC – Health and Wellbeing Conference.  Cllr Brookes attended the Health and Wellbeing conference held on 22nd March 2022.  Cllr Brookes circulated an email to all Councillors regarding the conference.  John Rivers the Chair of KALC spoke about developing greater collaboration between Parish and District Councils on issues of health and wellbeing.  He felt Parish Councils were currently doing much to support their communities (particularly during Covid) e.g., contact with isolated, lonely and disabled people.  He spoke of the new bodies and how parishes could work with the targets and priorities of these e.g. if PCN target is exercise/weight then parishes could engage their village halls in the provision of courses addressing exercise.	  It was also suggested that parishes may have a role in helping transport co-ordination for parishioners to get to medical appointments and a possible action would be to hold a survey re transport and appointments.	Rachel Jones of NHS Kent and Medway CCG also spoke of forthcoming reorganisation.  8CCGS will be replaced by a more integrated care system and the board will include clinicians.  There will be a ‘bottom-up approach’ with ‘place-based outcomes’ there is an expectation that parishes will get involved with social prescribing.  There will be 42 neighbourhoods and 4 health and care partnerships:  East Kent, Kent and Medway, West Kent and Dartford and Gravesham.  MIND spoke of todays major mental health issues and of what they offer in the way of pop in visits, peer to peer support, counselling, and courses.  KCC’s release the pressure was highlighted which is a 24/7 call line for those needing support.  Kent Fire Rescue Service spoke of fire safety advice available to homeowners including safe and wellbeing visits.  The Men’s Shed Project was also outlined.  Linda Larter of Sevenoaks spoke of her role of Clerk and finally Westerham Parish Council outlined their youth programme as an example of Health and Wellbeing strategies in practice.  Cllr Brookes requested that the Parish Council put some thought into what we as a Parish Council could do to support Health and Wellbeing awareness and it was suggested that surveys take place within the community.  Cllr Brookes has requested some leaflets from MIND to be placed on the noticeboard.  Cllr Blythin also suggested the better use of Social Media to highlight these topics.
Action:  Cllr Brookes to place flyers on noticeboards to highlight Health and Wellbeing services on offer.
Action:  Clerk to add information distribution to next agenda.			
22/16801
											
Land at Stocks Paddock.  Cllr Blythin stated that the area is outstanding in natural beauty and does not agree with this planning application which was seconded by Cllr Perry.  Cllr Perry confirmed that if housing was added to this land, it would be over intensifying the village.  Cllr Blythin highlighted that traffic flow is a cause for concern presently which would surely increase with additional homes built, it was also noted that 30 parking spaces are included within the application.    Cllr Brookes stated that others have commented that they are not against the planning application however, are concerned regarding increased traffic flow should this be approved.  Cllr Weston had walked the junction in question and felt whilst it is saddened to build on green land is not sure under what grounds we can object.  Cllr Brookes wishes for the Parish Council to object due to excess traffic on Lees Court Road.  The traffic survey that was completed was felt to not portray a valid point of view.  Overall the Parish Council have all agreed that this planning should be objected due to increased traffic, density of housing and changes to the character of housing in the village.  
Action:  Cllr Perry to draft a letter of objection on behalf of the Parish Council.
Action:  Clerk to upload comments to Swale Planning Website.																22/16901

Finance.  Cheques raised for Badlesmere Village Hall Hire, HMRC PAYE Liability, KALC Health and Wellbeing Conference attended by Cllr Brookes and PKF Littlejohn Audit Charges.  All approved and signed.											 
22/16902
Any other Business.  Cllr Blythin informed the Parish Council that there were a number of fallen trees along the A251 which had been destroyed however, their remains were quite dangerous in places.  Cllr Lehmann suggested reporting this to Kent Highways and supplied Cllr Blythin with the website address to do this.

Meeting Closed at 9.00pm
Next meeting scheduled on Tuesday 3rd May 2022 in Badlesmere Village Hall.  
Signed:
Dated:
