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Prior to the meeting starting the Chairman presented a cheque for £1,000 to Raising Health as the Parish Council’s donation towards the provision of a sensory room at The Beacon, Glenfield Hospital, a 15-bed child and adolescent mental health inpatient facility caring for those experiencing severe mental health illness and eating disorders.
214/23
Apologies.

The Chairman reported the resignation of Cllr. S Kenyon-Ellis.
215/23
Declarations of Interest.

None.
216/23
Dispensation Requests.

None.
217/23
Public Participation.


None.
218/23
Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th March 2024.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 11th March 2024, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, be signed by the Chairman as a true record.

219/23
Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th March 2024.

None.
220/23
Accounts.
The Clerk submitted details of accounts due for payment, copies of which were circulated to members at the meeting, as set out below:
	Reference
	Payee
	
	Details
	
	
	Amount
	
	
	

	BL1253
	Persimmon Homes Ltd
	
	Deed of Variation Legal Fees (Paid)
	
	
	1,800.00
	
	
	

	BL1254
	Fleckney Baptist Church
	Hire of Baptist Church Hall for AGM
	
	40.00
	
	
	

	BL1255
	Scribe Accounts
	Scribe
	
	673.92
	
	
	

	BL1256
	Regent Samsic
	Cleaning
	
	446.80
	
	
	

	BL1257
	Community Heartbeat Trust
	New Defibrillator
	
	3,024.00
	
	
	

	BL1258
	Snackmore Vending
	Water Cooler Service Contract
	
	64.80
	
	
	

	BL1259
	Regent Samsic
	Cleaning
	
	446.80
	
	
	

	BL1260
	Harborough District Children & Young People's Charity
	Delivery of Youth Club
	
	1,248.40
	
	
	

	BL1261
	ESPO
	Unisex Dealer Boot
	
	41.70
	
	
	

	BL1262
	ESPO
	Toilet Rolls/Lever Arch Files/File Separators
	
	50.34
	
	
	

	BL1263
	Chubb
	Work on Intruder Alarm System
	
	375.78
	
	
	

	BL1264
	Ian Gilbert & Sons
	Hedge Cutting
	
	459.00
	
	
	

	BL1265
	Guardian
	Gate Security
	
	600.12
	
	
	

	BL1266
	Equals (Net World Sports)
	Badminton Nets
	
	34.18
	
	
	

	BL1266
	Equals Fair FX (B & Q)
	Pothole Repair Concrete
	
	37.00
	
	
	

	BL1266
	Equals Fair FX (HP Instant Ink)
	Ink Replacement Service
	
	3.99
	
	
	

	BL1266
	Equals (B&Q)
	Compost/Sharp Sand/Timber
	
	265.79
	
	
	

	BL1266
	Equals (Gadget Planet Ltd)
	Drain Covers
	
	5.75
	
	
	

	BL1266
	Equals (Amazon Europe)
	Lawn Mower Part
	
	6.65
	
	
	

	BL1267
	KM Fencing Ltd
	Kissing Gate Donation
	
	682.80
	
	
	

	BL1268
	Gartree Press Ltd
	Minutes Binding
	
	342.00
	
	
	

	BL1269 – BL1274
	Various
	 Wages
	
	4,634.34
	
	
	

	BL1275
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	
	1,751.21
	
	
	

	NWBank
	NatWest Bank
	Bank Charges
	
	30.80
	
	
	

	DD16
	British Gas
	Electricity
	
	12.70
	
	
	

	DD18
	Biffa Waste Services Ltd
	Trade Waste
	
	74.16
	
	
	

	DD19
	Smartest Energy
	Electricity
	
	1,015.00
	
	
	

	DD9
	Nest
	Pension Contributions
	
	216.98
	
	
	

	NWBank
	Playfinder
	Bookteq/Playfinder Fees
	
	28.45
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	   £18,447.96
	
	
	


The Clerk reported that the receipts list and the bank reconciliation were not available due to the early meeting date in the month and the Easter holidays. Copies would be circulated when available.
The Clerk submitted details of petty cash payments for the March 2024 quarter

Resolved that:
(i) The accounts as set out above be approved for payment.
(ii) The information on receipts and the bank reconciliation be noted.
(iii) The details of petty cash payments for the March quarter be received and noted.
221/23   
District and County Councillors’ and Police Reports.
There were no County Councillor or Police reports. District Cllr. Birch stated that he had nothing to report.
The Clerk provided members with crime statistics for the village for February 2024.
 Resolved the reports be received and noted.
222/23    Correspondence.
The Clerk submitted details of correspondence received since the last meeting as set out below:

	Ref No.
	Received From
	Contents
	Agreed  Action



	1
	Marcus Walton
	Request for the installation of hedgehog ‘slow down; signs on Saddington Road, Kilby Road and Leicester Road in the village 
	Agreed to support the request and seek approval from County Highways.




223/23
Employees and Chair’s Reports.
There was no report from the Street Orderly.
There was no report from the Chairman.

224/23
Human Resources Committee.
Members received the minutes of the Human Resources Committee that was held on 26th March 2024, copies of which had been previously circulated. 

Members considered the recommendation contained in Minute Hum/15 that Helen Denton-Stacey be appointed to the position of Clerk to the Council and Responsible Financial Officer on the terms and conditions as set out in the minute.
Resolved that:

(i)  The minutes of the Human Resources Committee meeting held on 16th February 2024 be received and noted.
(ii) Helen Denton-Stacey be appointed Clerk to the Council and Responsible Financial Officer on the following terms and conditions:

· A starting salary SCP 26 £34,834 pro rata (£18.10 per hour).

· Progression subject to obtaining the CiLCA qualification.

· Hours 20 - 25 per week according to the demands of the job.

· Subject to the receipt of two satisfactory references.

· Subject to a six months probationary period with two monthly reviews.

· Starting date of Monday 29th April 2024 to facilitate a handover.
225/23
Planning Applications.
As the Chairman was unable to access the Harborough Planning Portal to display the planning applications, as set out in the list below, it was agreed that members would let the Clerk have any comments by Friday to enable him to formulate a response if appropriate.

	Reference
	Proposal
	Location

	24/00325/FU
	Residential development for 4 dwellings (approval of reserved matters 22/01240/OUT) 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications-skin/images/ico_comment.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


	Land Adj 1A Victoria Street Fleckney Leicestershire



	24/00296/OUT
	Outline application for the erection of 1 Dwelling (all matters reserved) 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications-skin/images/ico_comment.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

 
	31 Gladstone Street

	24/00312/CLU
	Certificate of Lawfulness of Proposed Development for the erection of a side extension 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications-skin/images/ico_comment.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


	76 Garner Way


Resolved that members inform the Clerk of any comments on the planning applications as set out in the table above by Friday 12th April to enable responses to Harborough DC to be made if appropriate.

226/23
Village Centre Improvements.
Members considered quotations that had been obtained for work to the railings at the Village Pond. Two quotations had been obtained, one for replacing four panels, painting and removing the spikes in the sum of £5,634 +VAT and one for taking away the existing railing and installing new 1,450mm high softline bow top railings including a matching hand gate in the sum of £8,596.71. The Clerk informed members that the available grant from Harborough DC towards the cost which was reported at the last meeting of £6,218 had now been reduced to £2,307.35 due to other items not being included by Harborough DC when the figure was calculated. After some discussion it was agreed the replacement of the rails would be the best option including the hand gate and that the Parish Council would meet the cost over and above the Harborough DC grant amount.

Resolved that the quotation of R J Fencing for the replacement of the existing railings in the sum of £8,596.71 be accepted and the Parish Council meet the cost over and above the grant of £2,307.35 from Harborough DC.

227/23
Lodge Farm Solar Park.
The Clerk informed members that during consultation process the Parish had been informed that there would be a community benefit fund to be administered through Kilby, Wistow and Fleckney parishes and that he had contacted Elgin Energy for further information but was waiting for a reply.

Resolved that the matter be considered further when a response from Elgin Energy is received.
228/23
Budget Report 2023-24.
The Clerk submitted a report on the provisional outturn for the last financial year together with explanations for significant variances.

Resolved the report be received and noted.

229/23
Date of Next Meeting.
Monday 13th May 2024 at 7.00pm (Annual Meeting)
The Meeting closed at 9.15 pm.
Signed…………………………………. Date……………….

Chairman
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