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FROMOURPRESIDENT-JIMFITZGERALD

Welltheoutdoorseasonwillsoonbeuponus.Theweatherisimproving;letushopeit

staysthatway.Iamreallylookingforwardtoafullprogrammeofgames;Ihopeyouare

too.

ThankyoutoallthosememberswhosupportedBarryandtheclub,playingtheindoor

friendlies,wemayhavenotwonany,butcertainlyenjoyedplayingthem.

TheclubDinnerandPresentationeveningatTestValleyGolfClubwasahugesuccess.Ourdistinguished

guestshadanenjoyablenight,aswealldid.Iknowalotofhardworkgoesintotheplanningand

organisationoftheevent,tothoseinvolvedmanythanksforagreatevening.

IwouldliketocongratulateNicoleandAshleyonwinningtheirvariousindoorcompetitionsandonbeing

selectedasreservesfortheEnglandJuniorInternationalTrialstobeheldattheendofMay.

WelldonetoOakley“A”teamforwinningtheCushionTrophyagainstBasingstokeTown.Thankyoutoall

whotookpartinthevariousOakleyteams.

TheOpeningSpoonDriveisonthe22ndofApril,Ilookforwardtoseeyouallonthegreen.

Ithinkmyramblingsaredone,excepttosay,Ihopeyouallhaveagreatbowlingseason,butmostofallthat

youenjoyeveryminuteofit,Icertainlywill.
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Captain’sLog

fromBarryLee,Men’sCaptain

Herewegoagainour39thyearatOakleyBowlsCluboutdoorseasonAssomeofussay,

ProperBowls.WeopenonSaturday22ndAprilanditsays3-00pm.Theweatherthisyear

willbegoodsonoexcuses(unlessitsraininghardandcoldthenwewillstayinthewarm

anddry).

ToroundoffourindoorseasonwhichstartedinOctoberandwentthroughtoMarch.10

gameswereplayedwithagreatnumberof51namesonmylist,verymanythankstoallofyou.Someofyou

onlywantedtoplay2or3butalotofyouplayed6or7games.IdidputoneortwoofyouasskipsasIthought

wewerequiteshortofbowlerswhocouldhandlethetasksorryifIupsetanyone.Theresultsofthegames

werethesameaslastyear.Wewonjustone!Butagainwedidhaveabitoffun.

NowfortheOutdooryearAverilAdamshasverykindlytakenthejobasThePresidentoftheNorthHants

WomensBowlingAssociation,sotheclubwillbelookingafterAverilaswellasJimthisseason.Andonthe

29th&30thwehaveourOCAsportsweekendwhichisalwaysagoodweekendtoseenewpeoplefromaround

Oakley.OurnextbigdayisonFriday5thMay.WherewemeetupwiththeIOWLadyPresidentsTouring

team.ThereisagameintheafternoonandOakleyLadieshavetoProvide6rinks!!!sowewillhavealistup

intheLadiesChangingRoompleasehelpsupportthesegames.

OurfirstfriendlyisanawaygameonSunday7thMayatDevizes,itisaspecialoneforthemastheycelebrate

their100thanniversary.Iwillbeputtinguplotsofsheetsthisnextweeksomemberscanseewhatsonandfill

asmanyaspossibleplease.Iwillhavealotmoretosaylater.
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Spencer’sSnippets

fromSpencerKerley,GeneralSecretary

WelldonetotheOakley“A”teamofBobGoodyear,DaveHarrison,JuneHarvie,Ashley

NethercliffeandNicoleRogerswhichdefeatedBasingstokeTowntowintheCusheonTrophy

and£250atLoddonVale.Fourfinalsinfouryearsbetweenthesetwoteamsleavestheoverall

score2-2.

TheClub’scongratulationsgotoNicoleRogerswhorepresentingEnglandintheJunior

InternationalSeriesheldatIslwynIBCwasat2inarinkskippedbyKatherineRednallthatwonallitsgames.Nicole

alsohadagreatrunintheLadiesNationalIndoorSingleswhereshereachedtheLast16beforebowingouttoEngland

starRebeccaField.Twodaysafterthatdisappointment,NicolebouncedbacktowintheCountyIndoorSinglestitlefor

thethirdsuccessiveseason.

CongratulationsgotoAshleyNethercliffeonhisselectionforaMiddletonCuptrialandtoRuthBownandNicolewho

havebothbeeninvitedtotheJohnsTrophyTrial.AshleyandNicolehavealsobeenselectedasreservesfortheBowls

EnglandJuniorInternationaltrial.

Membersprobablyknowbynowthattheclub,thisseason,enteredasecondteamintheStanHardmanThursday

AfternoonLeague.ThetwocaptainsareDerekEastonandPeterBown.Ifanyonewishestoplayinthisleagueandhas

notyetindicatedsothenDerekorPeterwouldbedelightedtohearfromyou.

TheOpenWeekendisover29thand30thAprilandtheRecruitmentandRetentionSubCommitteehasdoneagreatjobin

advertisingtheevent.Wehopeplentyofprospectivememberswillvisitthegreenandtogivethemafavourableviewof

theclubithelpsiftheycanseemembersenjoyingthemselvesandparticipatinginactivities.

BowlsHampshireMiniTourNov2017.AsusualtheCountyisrunningaminitourtotheDorsetBowlsResort.Details

havebeencirculatedrecently.
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40thAnniversaryandClubUniform

TheCommittee,inlookingathowweshouldcelebratein2018the40thAnniversaryoftheClub’establishment

establishment,hasdecidedthatthiswouldbeanopportunetimetoupdateourClubuniform.ASub

CommitteecomprisingKevinandJanieVickers,SueDixon,BarryLeeandChristineWilliamswastherefore

setuptolookatpossibleshirtdesigns,suppliersandcosts.ThisSubCommitteehasnowreportedbackand,

asaresult,theCommitteehasagreed:

 Adesignforthenewsublimatedshirt–seepicture

 ShirtsshouldbeobtainedfromACEIT,anAustraliancompanywhichisnotonlytheBowlsEngland

uniformsupplierbutalsosuppliesshirtsandjacketstoanumberofCountyAssociationsandClubs

 Playingmemberswillreceiveonefreeshirtwiththeshirtsbeingintroducedfor2018.Itisplannedto

havethemavailableattheNovemberAGM.

Thenewshirtwillberegisteredforplayin2018andshouldbewornbyOakleyplayerswhencompetingin

CountyandAssociationCompetitionsandLeagues.

Inaddition,theCommitteehasagreedthatweshouldintroduceashowerproofjacket(similartothoseworn

byBowlsHampshire)whichwillcomplementthecurrentfleeceobtainedfromCotswoldBowls.Thisjacket

intheClubcolourswillalsobeobtainedfromACEIT.

Thereisstillworktodoindecidingthenumbersandsizesofshirttobeorderedandestablishinghowmany

individualswillwishtopurchaseadditionalshirtsandthelikelydemandforjackets.TheCommitteefelt,

however,thatmembersshouldbemadeawarenowofthechangessothattheydonotin2017gooutandbuy

shirtsthatwill,bynextyear,havebeensuperseded.
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LadiesSecretary’sSalutation

FromLesleyAllard,LadiesSecretary

Hereweareagain!WheredidtheWintergo?IexpectthatweshallfindoutinMay.

Ihopethatyouallwinteredwellandhavemanagedtoshakeoffallthoselingeringcoughs.

!NORTHHANTSLADIESFRIENDLIES!

AsastarttotheseasonthereisalistforladiestoentertheirnamestoplayintwoNorthHants

LadiesFriendlygames.

ThefirstisatHawleyonFriday2JuneandtheotheratPortsmouthinFriday9June.Therewillbeacoachforthisone

fromtheLeisurePark.

DOPLEASEPUTDOWNYOURNAMESFORTHESEVERYFRIENDLYLADIESGAMESANDSUPPORT

THEPRESIDENTOFNHWBA,OURVERYOWNAVERILADAMS.

ThedrawfortheNorthHantsLadiesCompetitionswilltakeplaceatOakleyBowlingClubonApril11.Makeanotein

yourdiariesfortheNorthHantsLadiesLuncheonon7November.AfterthedebacleatLoddonValelastyearthevenue

oftheluncheonhasbeenchanged,forthisyearonly,totheMalsangerClub,tosupportAveril.

LADIES:PleasedolookattheNoticeBoardsbothinthemainClubHouseandintheLadiesCloakroomfornoticesof

gamesandotheroccasionswhichhavebeenprovidedforyourenjoymentduringtheOutdoorSeason.TheSocial

Committeehavebeenbusyintheireffortstoprovideoutingsandentertainmentforyouall.Pleasesupportthem.

THISISYOURCLUBANDCOMMITTEESDESERVEYOURSUPPORT!

RecentlywesadlylostDenisCarter,andmanymembersoftheClubturnedouttoNorthWalthamChurchtosupport

Margaretandthefamilyintheirloss.

WealsolearnedofthedeathofMaryBritchfordinAustralia.Marywasaverygoodplayerandaprominentmemberof

theClubtogetherwithherhusbandPastPresidentBillbeforetheymovedtoAustraliaabout20yearsago.

GETWELLSOON

EricLamkinwhosufferedanastyfallwhileoutwalkingandspenttimeinhospital.Wehopethatyouwillbebackon

thegreenagainsoonEric!

BestwishesforaspeedyrecoverytoGrahamTompkins,whoisinhospitalrecoveringfromanoperation.

CONGRATULATIONS

TedandAnnBrownwhocelebratedtheirGoldenWeddinginMarchandtoPresidentJimandPatFitzgeraldwho

celebratetheir50thAnniversarythismonth.

P.S.IknowthatMartinSmith’sparentswhoalwayssupportourevents,especiallythebarbecue,willcelebratetheir70th

WeddingAnniversaryinJune!!
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Ifyouhaveasignificantbirthdayoranniversarycominguporknowofanyonewhohas,pleaseletmeknowandIwill

arrangesuitablegreetingstobesentonbehalfoftheClub.

HappyBowling

SpecialThanks

Wewouldliketo thank theclubfortheflowers,chocolatesandgoodwishes senttoAnnandIforourGolden Wedding. 

TedandAnnBrown.

HospiceCup2017

(TheMondaySpoonDrives)
FromKeithTurnbull

Asusualthesewilltakeplaceat2pmeveryMonday(includingBankHolidays),commencing

Monday24thApril2017
Pleasearriveingoodtimetochangeandcheck-inreadyforapromptstartat2pm.

Everybodywelcome,especiallynew/recentmembers–thisisagoodopportunitytomeet

othermembersandgainexperienceofbowlingcompetitivelybutinafriendlysocialcontext.

Noneedtobook–justturnupasoftenasyouwish.

£2.00participationfee,whichincludestea&biscuitsandadonationtoStMichael’sHospice.
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OntheGreen

FromTrevorWearn

April22nd,OpeningSpoonDrive.WhenIwasgiventhatdateatthebeginningoftheyearitseemedaneternityawayso

noneedtopanicMr.Mainwaring!EveninthesecondweekofMarchwhenworkstartedtorampup,withverycold

windsblastingacrosstheGreenoutdoorbowlingwasnowheretobeseenontheagenda.Now,asIwritethis,only3

weekstogoandwithamultitudeofjobstobecompleted,thereisalsoaslighttighteningofthebuttockmusclesto

contendwith!

IsupposememberscouldbeforgivenforassumingthataftertheClosingSpoonDrivetheGreenTeameitherwentoff

onholiday,wentindoorbowlingorjustputtheirfeetupuntilthestartofthenextseason.Farfromit!!Followingthe3

or4daysofextensiverenovationworkattheendofSeptembertheGreenhasbeenaeratedevery3weeks,toppedoff

withthemoweroccasionallytokeepitataround10mmlong(yes,itdoeskeepgrowing!),sprayedseveraltimesto

containthemoss,diseaseandleatherjacketsplusadailyvisit,exceptwhenfrostprohibited,tobrushoffthedewand

wormcasts.NowsincethebeginningofMarchit’sbeenmowedtwiceaweek,rolled4times,aeratedtwice,scarified

oncewithanothertogobeforethestart,fertilizedandthesummerseasonsprayingregimestarted.Andthat’sjustthe

greenitself!Therestofthegardensandsurroundinggrasshaveneededwork,plusthemaintenanceworkonthe

pavilion,shedsandequipment.Thegoodnewsis,it’sallbeenworthitasitlooksprettygoodatthemoment!

Now,somefoodforthoughtforyou.FromnowuntiltheendofSeptembertherewillbeatleast30manhoursperweek

spentbyvolunteerskeepingtheGreenanditssurroundinginthepristineconditionweallexpectittobein.Shouldwe

nothavethosevolunteersandhavetocontractforthatwork,taking£15perhourasaconservativecost,thatequatesto

acostof£450perweek,£1800permonthandastaggering£21600peryear–andthat’sjustthesummer.Indeed,clubs

whodocontractoutjustfortheverybasicworkontheactualgreeninmostcasesgetverylittlechangefrom£10000a

year.Allright,maybeweontheGreenTeamdon’tgraftashardasayoungerworkerearningalivingwouldsoittakes

usabitlonger,andthat’sthepoint.Noneofusisgettinganyyoungerandwe’reall,particularlyme,arebeginningtofeel

thestrainabitafter3or4hoursworkandthenwantingtogooutforagameofbowls.Wereallydoneedoneortwo

morevolunteers,whoaremechanicallymindedenoughtoworkthemachines,andwhoarepreparedtocommittoafew

hoursregularlyaweektohelpusout.Ofcourse,it’snotallgraft,theteamalsogetstonatteratcoffeebreaksandI’m

toldthereissomethingprofoundlyrewardingandsatisfyingaboutworkingoutintheopenairaftermaybealifetimeof

officework(justaskKeith!).AsI’vepointedoutonmanyoccasions,ifwecometotheendoftheroadandtheclubhas

tocontractoutthemainworkat£10000perannum,thatcouldpotentiallyaddto120membersaround£80toEACH

subscription.Thinkaboutit.

OK,letmejustchangehatsandputthehappyhatonandhopetheGreenmeetsallyourexpectationsfortheseasonand

wishyouwellinanycompetitionsyou’veenteredandhaveagreatbowlingseason.
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CateringChit-Chat

MargaretLee

Herewegoagainanotherbusyseasonatleastitisfromacateringpointofview.Wehave2touringteamsand9hosted

eventsplusalltheusualfriendliessoI’mgoingtoneedalotofhelpthisyear.Thecateringrotawillbedisplayedonthe

kitchendoorasusualsopleasemakesureyouchecktoseeifyournameisonthelistandtickoffifyouareavailable.

Thatsavesmefromphoningaroundtomakesurewehaveenoughhelpers.Fullinstructionsonwhattodowillbe

availableandyouonlyhavetoputthefoodoutforthebowlerstohelpthemselves.Wenowhaveadishwasheroverat

Malshangerclubsothatwillmakelifealittleeasier.

OneofthereasonswehavealotofhostedgamesisthatAverilAdamsistheWomen’sNorthHantsPresidentthisyear

soIhopeyouwillallhelptomakeitagoodyearforherbygivingyoursupportinhelpingwiththehostedgames.

Carolyn,Veraandmyselfwillbecleaningthekitchenbeforetheseasonstartsandwouldappreciateyouallleavingthe

kitchenasyoufindit.IfthestocksaregettingloweitherleaveanoteinthekitchenorgivemearingandIwillreplenish

thecupboards,fridgeetc.

I’dliketowisheveryoneasuccessfulandhappybowlingseason.

WelfareOfficer

SandraLee

TheSafeguardingPoliciesandProcedureshavebeenupdatedandthesearenowavailabletobeviewedonthewebsite

andonthemainnoticeboardintheClub.
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NewsfromtheNorth!

FromJanFosterandDaveHuyton

HelloagainfromKnottEndonSea!Wearealreadyintothesecondfullweekofthe

outdoorseason-ourGreenopenedon19thMarch!ThenewPresidentofStalminemanagedtobowlafew

woods,butitwastoowettodomuchelse!Sincethenhowever,alltheLeaguesareunderway.Daveis

Vice-CaptainoftheMondayafternoonMen’sVetsintheOverWyreLeague.Heisalsoplayinginthe

FleetwoodMen’sLeagueandtheWednesdayMixedVets(whichIalsotheoreticallyplayin!).Davehaswon

hisfirstfourgamesoftheseasonsofar!I’mdowntoplayintheOverWyre&DistrictTuesdayafternoon

LadiesLeague,theBlackpool&WyreLadiesWednesdayeveningLeagueandalsotheWednesdayafternoon

MixedVets.Asyoucansee,anotherbusyBowlingSeasonisplanned!

ThestarttomyBowlsseasonisunfortunatelysometimeaway–IcantheoreticallystartplayingafterFriday,

7thApril,followingmyheartsurgery.However,10daysaftermyheartprocedure,Idecidedtodoaflyingleap

inthegarden,andhavemanagedtosnapatendonofftheradiusofmyrightarm!!Wouldbemyrightarm

wouldn’tit?I’mgoingtopracticeleft-handedfromSaturday8thApril,withaviewtogettingmyplaceinthe

teamsoncethestrengthinmyleftarmisuptoit!Fortunately,I’mprettyambidextroussoamhopingI’ll

managetobowl,onewayoranother,beforetoolong!

StalmineBowlingClubiscelebratingits25thAnniversarythisyear.Wearehavinglotsoffundraisingevents,

andIhavevolunteeredtorunaRaceNightfollowingtheOakleymodel.Keepyourfingerscrossedthatit'sa

success!!ThoughtyoumightliketoseeaphotoofourClubhouse.

GoingbacktotheWinterIndoorLeagueforamoment.OurteamTheWyresiderscame7thoverall.However,

wehadafantasticsuccessintheLeagueKnockoutandmanagedtobeattheLeaguewinners–TheRowdies–

intheFinal!!Wewereabsolutelycock-a-hoop,andtheRowdieswereverycrestfallen,althoughtheytookthe

defeatwell.Whosaystheunderdogcan’thavehisday?ThePresentationDinnerwasonthesameevening,

andwecollectedaHUGEshield–plus£60PrizeMoneytobesharedamongsttheteam!

WehopethatwhenyourseasonstartsthattheweatherandtheluckiswithallOakley’steams.

Takecareandhopefullywe’llseeyouallbeforetoolong!

Dave,JanandBundlethedogXOX
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TuffsTeasers

fromFrankTuffs

CarAnagrams

1.Eargag

2.Orpelt

3.Topsin

4.Seelid

5.Runincase

6.Igointin

7.Sledhithag

8.Useonspins

9.Screwinend

10.Iceclen

11.Turnpuce

12.Workabend

13.Testbale

14.Iamoutcat

15.Steeperdome

Editor'sCorner(SandraLee):

QUOTESBYFAMOUSPEOPLE

"Ihavenotfailed.I'vejustfound10,000waysthatwon'twork"

(ThomasEdison,Inventor(1847-1931))

"Youarenevertooldtosetanothergoalortodreamanewdream"

(C.S.Lewis,Author,(1898-1963))
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TuffsTeasers-PossibleAnswers

1.Garage

2.Petrol

3.Piston

4.Diesel

5.Insurance

6.Ignition

7.Headlights

8.Suspension

9.Windscreen

10.Licence

11.Puncture

12.Breakdown

13.Seatbelt

14.Automatic

15.Speedometer


