 [image: image1.png]



79/23
Apologies.

Cllrs.  S Wyche, J Brummel and S Kenyon-Ellis. In the absence of the Chairman the Vice Chairman took the chair.
80/23
Declarations of Interest.

None.
81/23
Dispensation Requests.

None.
82/23
Public Participation.

A resident raised an issue about trees and hedges overhanging the pavements in Edward Road and Elizabeth Road. The resident was advised that the property owners were responsible for cutting back the growth but it could be reported to County Highways who would inspect and if appropriate send a letter to the property owner. Failure to cut back the growth could result in County Highways carrying out the work and recharging the property owner. The Vice Chairman agreed he would drop a note into the offending properties if he was provided with the addresses. There also seemed to be a problem in the village with pigeons. It was also mentioned that the hedge outside the School was being poorly maintained.
83/23
Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th August 2023.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 14th August 2023, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, be signed by the Chairman as a true record.

84/23
Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th August 2023.
Minute 66/23 – Village Centre Improvements – The Clerk reported that there was no update from Harborough DC on progress with the improvements.

85/23
Accounts.
The Clerk submitted details of accounts due for payment, copies of which were circulated to members at the meeting, as set out below:

To
	Number
	Name
	
	
	Description
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Amount
	
	
	

	BL1109
	Ricoh
	Ink Replacement Service
	
	31.01
	
	
	

	BL1110
	Regent Samsic
	Cleaning
	
	446.80
	
	
	

	BL1111
	Equals Fair FX (Amazon)
	Rubber Screw Covers
	
	7.99
	
	
	

	BL1111
	Equals Fair FX (HP Instant Ink)
	Ink Replacement Service
	
	2.99
	
	
	

	BL1111
	Equals (Toolstation)
	Toilet Seat / Vent Cowl
	
	100.92
	
	
	

	BL1111
	Equals (Live 4 Soccer)
	Net Clips / Fabric Fasteners
	
	27.45
	
	
	

	BL1111
	Equals (Meta)
	Sports Centre Marketing
	
	12.00
	
	
	

	BL1111
	Equals (Meta)
	Sports Centre Marketing
	
	5.00
	
	
	

	BL1111
	Equals (Wilko)
	White Kettle
	
	15.20
	
	
	

	BL1111
	Equals (HSS Pro Service)
	Cordless Breaker Hire Pack / Chisel
	
	135.78
	
	
	

	BL1111
	Equals (Ebay UK)
	Wireless Mouse
	
	3.70
	
	
	

	BL1111
	Equals (UKGrowshop Ltd)
	Plant Pot Saucers
	
	6.99
	
	
	

	BL1111
	Equals (Safety Services Direct)
	Training Courses
	
	32.40
	
	
	

	BL1111
	Equals (B&Q)
	Tarmac Gravel
	
	7.40
	
	
	

	BL1111
	Equals (Complete Care Shop)
	Speed Sign Battery
	
	76.49
	
	
	

	BL1111
	Equals (Boston Seeds)
	Yellow Rattle Seeds
	
	22.99
	
	
	

	BL1112
	Voss Alarms
	Inspect Cable to Skate Park Area
	
	120.00
	
	
	

	BL1113
	PPL PRS Ltd
	Music Royalty Fees
	
	745.41
	
	
	

	BL1114
	Moore East Midlands
	External Audit Fees
	
	756.00
	
	
	

	BL1115
	Guardian
	Gate Security
	
	600.12
	
	
	

	BL1116
	Snackmore Vending
	Water Cooler Service Contract
	
	129.60
	
	
	

	BL1117
	Harborough District  Council
	Quarter 3 Tender 1 Pitch Marking
	
	776.18
	
	
	

	BL1117
	Harborough District  Council
	Quarter 3 Tender 2 Maintenace
	
	1,282.19
	
	
	

	BL1117
	Harborough District  Council
	Quarter 3 Tender 3 Grass Cutting
	
	914.95
	
	
	

	BL1117
	Harborough District  Council
	Quarter 3 Tender 4 Overseeding
	
	463.04
	
	
	

	BL1117
	Harborough District  Council
	Quarter 3 Priest Meadow Maintenance
	
	116.24
	
	
	

	BL1118
	Harborough District  Council
	Quarter 4 Tender 4 Overseeding
	
	463.04
	
	
	

	BL1118
	Harborough District  Council
	Quarter 4 Tender 1 Pitch Marking
	
	776.18
	
	
	

	BL1118
	Harborough District  Council
	Quarter 4 Tender 2 Maintenance
	
	1,282.19
	
	
	

	BL1118
	Harborough District  Council
	Quarter 4 Tender 3 Grass Cutting
	
	914.95
	
	
	

	BL1118
	Harborough District  Council
	Quarter 4 Priest Meadow Maintenance
	
	116.24
	
	
	

	BL1119
	ESPO
	Vending Cups & Refuse Sacks
	
	66.60
	
	
	

	BL1120
	Harborough District Children & Young People's Charity
	Delivery of Youth Club
	
	649.00
	
	
	

	BL1121
	William Davies
	Cut and Removal of Failed Ash
	
	605.00
	
	
	

	BL1122
	Zurich Municipal
	Insurances
	
	5,480.32
	
	
	

	BL1123-BL1127
	Various
	 Wages
	
	4,436.01
	
	
	

	BL1128
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	
	1,591.99
	
	
	

	BL1129
	Redwood Bank
	Investment
	10,000.00

	BL1130
	Buckinghamshire Bldg Soc
	Investment
	45,000.00

	DD10
	Water Plus 
	Water Services
	
	58.91
	
	
	

	DD13
	Nat West Bank
	Bank Charges
	
	27.20
	
	
	

	DD15
	British Gas
	Electricity
	
	515.56
	
	
	

	DD16
	British Gas
	Electricity
	
	13.40
	
	
	

	DD18
	Biffa Waste Services Ltd
	Trade Waste Service
	
	74.16
	
	
	

	DD6
	British Gas
	Electricity
	
	13.55
	
	
	

	DD9
	Nest
	Pension Contributions
	
	185.53
	
	
	

	NWbank
	Playfinder
	Bookteq/Playfinder
	
	36.43
	
	
	

	NWbank
	SumUp
	SumUp Fees
	
	1.51
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	£79,146.61
	
	
	


=
The Clerk reported that the total receipts in August amounted to £26,223.51 excluding VAT and included payments from HMRC totalling £19,911.39 for VAT overpaid in respect of sports and leisure services following the ruling in the Chelmsford City Council case.
The Clerk submitted a Bank Reconciliation Statement at 31st August 2023.
The Clerk also submitted for approval a direct debit mandate for Smartest Energy.

Resolved that:
(i) The accounts as set out above be approved for payment.
(ii) The information on receipts be received and noted.
(iii) The Bank Reconciliation Statement at 31st August 2023 be received and noted.
86/23   
District and County Councillors’ and Police Reports.
There were no County Councillor, District Councillor or Police reports. 
The Clerk provided members with crime statistics for the village for July 2023. It was noted that there had been no significant increase in reported crimes following the advertising campaign to encourage residents to use the 101 number to report non-emergency crimes.
Resolved the reports be received and the action above be agreed.
87/23    Correspondence.
The Clerk submitted details of correspondence received since the last meeting as set out below:

	Ref No.
	Received From
	Contents
	Agreed  Action



	1
	Police and Crime Commissioner

	Grants of up to £10,000 for projects designed to reduce anti-social behaviour, build stronger and more resilient communities and divert young people from crime.

	An application be made for funding to replace the CCTC equipment at the Skate Park at the Leicester Road Recreation Ground

	2
	Stefan Spencer
	Concern re possible damage to the football pitches at the Leicester Road Recreation Ground that could be caused by the Fleckney Festival.
 
	Noted. The Chairman had already responded to Mr Spencer’s concern’s

	3
	St Nicholas Church
	Christmas Tree Festival 25th/26th November
	Cllr. J Everitt to submit an entry helped by Cllr. J Earwaker if needed



Resolved that the correspondence received be noted and the action set out in the above list be approved.
88/23
Employees and Chair’s Reports.
Members’ considered the report of the Street Orderly, copies of which had been previously circulated. 
There was no report from the Chairman.

Resolved that the report of the Street Orderly be received and noted.
89/23
Planning Applications.
Members considered and commented on new planning applications received since the last meeting of the Council as follows:
	Reference
	Proposal
	Location
	Comment

	23/01191/FUL
	Erection of a two storey side extension, single storey rear extension and porch to front 

	96 Coleman Road
	No comments


Resolved that the comments on planning applications as set out in the table above be forwarded by the Clerk to Harborough DC.
90/23
Request for Financial Support.

Members considered a request for financial support for a Ukrainian family that were being re-housed in the village to provide some essential items to make the property habitable. The Chairman provided members with details of the items involved and the cost thereof. The request had come via a sponsor directly to the Chairman and members were concerned the correct process had not been followed in submitting the application. Whilst sympathetic to the plight of the family it was difficult to come to a decision without knowing what other avenues had been explored as it was felt that there were other agencies which would be able to help in providing many of the items that were needed..

 Resolved that the sponsor be requested to submit the request via the Parish Council’s application process and the matter be considered further at the next meeting.
91/23
External Auditor Report and Certificate 2022/23.

The Clerk reported the receipt of the External Auditor Report and Certificate 2022/23 copies of which had been previously circulated to members. 

The External Auditor Report 2022/23 stated:

 “Except for the matters reported below on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. 

The inspection period for the exercise of electors’ rights was set for 35 working days which is more than the mandatory 30 working days as set out in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, Paragraph 14(1). Although the period given is greater than 30 working days, as this is mandated to be a specific duration it can lead to other issues, this is therefore a breach of the regulations in  place despite it not appearing to being detrimental to the electors. We would anticipate the Council taking this into account when it completes Assertion 4 on its 2023/24 Annual Governance and Accountability Return.
The announcement date provided on the Notice of Public Rights showed that the period was announced (published) on the same day as it commenced. This is contrary to the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, Part 15(3) which states this should be published no later than one day before the date of commencement. In future the Council needs to provide a minimum 1 day as notice prior to commencement of the period of public rights.
It was identified that the council has a two year bond included in its short term investments total at box 8. The Practitioners’ Guide at paragraph 2.23 identifies that short-term investments are required to have a maturity date of 12 months or less. As this bond does not satisfy this requirement it should have been treated as a payment (box 6 entry) in the initial year of investment and identified as a long term investment within box 9. It will then fall to be treated as a receipt (box 3 entry) on maturity and removed from box 9. As such the council has not correctly prepared the return and should have answered no to Assertions 1 and 3 of the Annual Governance Statement, We would expect to see the 2023 figures amended and marked restated on Section 2 of the 2024 Annual Return”

Other matters not affecting the opinion which were drawn to the attention of the Council were:

“Incomplete information was provided with the additional and needed to be requested. In future can the Council ensure all supporting information is supplied with the initial submission. Following review of the submitted information we have no further issues to raise.

The Internal Auditor has provided a “Yes” response for control objective H despite the council including a 2 year fixed bond within its short-term investment balances. As short-term investments require investments to mature within 12 months of deposit we would have anticipated this response to be ‘No’” 
The External Audit Certificate 2021/22 stated:

 “We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March 2022.” 

Resolved that:

(i) The External Audit Report and Certificate 2022/23 be received and noted.

(ii) The Clerk ensures that in future years the correct time period and announcement date for the exercise of electors’ rights are observed.

(iii) The incorrect treatment of the 2 year bond is noted and the 2023 figure be restated on the 2024 Annual Return.

(iv) The comment with regard to incomplete information being provided be noted.

(v) The Internal Auditor’s attention be drawn to the comment regarding the 2 year fixed bond,
92/23
New Sports Centre – Next Steps.

The Clerk reported that further discussions had taken place with County Highways regarding the Leicester Road junction and it had been confirmed that the junction was sub-standard and would need to be upgraded to cater for the increased vehicular movements that would be generated by the new Sports Centre. It was felt it was essential this element of the new development was clarified before proceeding to the planning application stage. With this in mind it was agreed that a new access should be designed in accordance with the County Highways Design Guidance and quotations for carrying out the work be obtained as soon as possible after which a Road Safety Audit would need to be undertaken. It was agreed that County Highways should be approached to ascertain if it was able to carry out the design work.  
Resolved that quotations be sought for designing a new junction to Leicester Road that conforms to the County Highways Design Guidance and takes into consideration the increased vehicular movements that would be generated by the new Sports Centre.

93/23
Appointment of Premises Officer.


The Clerk reported that following the resignation of Patrycja Kozlowska the position had been offered to Alix Elliott who had accepted the appointment and had commenced her employment on 4th September 2023. 

Resolved that the appointment of Alix Elliott to the position of Premises Officer wef 4th September 2023 be confirmed.
94/23
Date of Next Meeting.
Monday 11th September 2023 at 7.00 pm. 
The Meeting closed at 8.45 pm.

Signed………………………………….Date……………….

Chairman
Fleckney Parish Council





Minutes of the Meeting of the Fleckney Parish Council held at the Sports Centre, Leicester Road 11th September 2023.





Present:


Cllrs. D Parker (Vice Chairman), A Birch, J Earwaker, J Everitt, C McKemey, T Mcdonagh, S Parker and S Robson.





J H Flower, Clerk to the Council.


Members of the Public - 1








Members of the Public - None














County Cllr. G Hart.
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