Footpath Working Party Progress Report JANUARY/2024 
Reported by Cllr M Berrisford
Cllr G Owen and Cllr N Bullock

All,
GATE UPDATE SINCE January 2024
As we are rapidly moving towards the spring, we can only assume the conditions for working on BBW Footpath projects will improve.  We expect to make progress on Betley 7 and 5 early March however, we must remain sensible and respect the landowner’s property, therefore we are keeping in touch with them and Nige Hopkins (NH) of Staffordshire County Council who has provided time in his diary to help us in early March 2024.  


· A gate is already in place to be installed on Betley 7 on the south side of the ditch and the next one will be on Betley 5 as this stile is held together with bale twine and is rotten. Mandy Berrisford (MB) is Planning to do both on the same day and NH will oversee the work. This will give us the opportunity to invite those interested volunteers along to have training.  MB and the working party will arrange a weekend to organise the group. The Gate we installed before Christmas, which is North of the ditch, still needs to have a stone base and a drainpipe fitted, NH has this on his to do list.


· The Planned gated route from the Hand & Trumpet to Den Lane is imminent as the landowners are planning their own improvements so the multiple gate fitting could be included within the works.

KISSING GATE STOCK 
4 kissing gates – allocated routes 30, 31, 32a & 32b
2 self-closing pedestrian gates – allocated routes 23 & 30
2 kissing gates – allocated Betley 7 and 5 
1 kissing gate – yet to be allocated.

FUNDING/GRANTS
It gave us great pleasure to report that we were successful with a matched funding grant application from “The Community Foundation of Staffordshire” for £500 which we are to spend on signage.  This will fund the Betley circular route boards and we have identified sites for these along with many places where additional directional finger posts would be helpful.
However, we do have to report with some regret and disappointment that future funding from the bonfire committee has become unavailable, for the reasons explained at the January Parish Council meeting, due to the actions of a Parish Councillor (albeit they were acting independently of the Parish Council) to us and so we are now unable to finish what we started. The remaining stock and funds will have to be carefully considered.

SIGNS
We are currently concentrating on one Gated Circular footpath route from the Swan Pub along common lane and returning to the Swan (Betley 20, 8 & 9) There will be 2 signs, one near the first Kissing Gate from the Swan Pub and the other will be near the Jacob’s ladder and kissing gate at the moss end with a possible 3rd  one on Betley Common end where you leave Common Lane.
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Map of circular route taken with Map my Walk
The information given will be, the gated circular route including the route numbers, length in metres, all the furniture labelled and clearly marked by w3w, prominent landmarks and trees. A QR code will be considered as helpful information can be found here especially as Sandy Croft with its orchard and public space is a significant landmark. We are also looking into how we can provide the reporting information within the QR code.

GIS MAP
GIS Map continues to be updated on an ongoing basis by Gareth Owen (GO).  All footpaths and corresponding furniture surveys in the parish are being regularly updated; however, we shall prepare a presentation for launch in the spring which is protected from any public interference.  Currently the map is an invaluable tool for the working party to use with the details to hand.
NATURAL ENGLAND - Mere and Moss Footpath (route Betley 27)
Officers from both Staffordshire County Council Rural and Natural England have met to discuss the condition of the Mere footpath.  During the site meeting it was concluded that Natural England agreed the poor conditions of the boardwalks and furniture needed to be addressed and advised SCC to continue to bid for funding to make the necessary improvements such as we have discussed before.  Due to the nature of the mere mosses and the type of work to be done, it is assumed the project would need to be a summer one.  The Footpath working party has invited Paul Rochford (SCC) to send us a report on the current situation. 
STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL COUNTRYSIDE VOLUNTEERS
We can report that we have accepted an invitation from Caroline Watterson at SCC to take part in the Countryside Volunteer trial scheme and we will be joining a zoom meeting in the first week of March where she will share the scheme’s potential with us.  
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