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FROMOURVICEPRESIDENT-LESLEYALLARD

THECLUB’SFORTIETHANNIVERSARYCELEBRATIONS

OakleyBowlingClub’s40thAnniversaryseasonstartedwellandthesunshone

onusformostofthetime.

TheGardenPartywasagreatsuccessandenjoyedbyallaswasthegameagainst

FriendsofBowlsEngland.

However,theseasonhasbeenmarredbythelossofseveralkey,hardworkingmembersoftheClub.Firstofall

welostJohn(Jockey)Wilson,thenPresidentPeterresignedthroughillhealth,followedbythelossofTrevor

Wearn.ItsaysagreatdealaboutthefellowshipofOakleyBCinthatwepickedourselvesupandwentona

veryenjoyabletouroftheForestDeanandSouthWales.

PresidentPeter’soriginalorganisationenabledSpencertofollowupwiththefinaldetailsand,apartfroma

verywetSunday,theweekendwentsuperbly.WeweredeniedourdriverJoseph’seagerlyanticipated

entertainmentonthefinaleveningasthehotelhadarrangedforanother‘singer’forourdelight.Nextyear,on

ourtourtoNorwichandNorfolkwewillprefertohaveJosephagain!

Congratulationstoourmen,whowalkedawaywithmostoftheBDBAtrophiesandtoourJuniorcontingent,

who,althoughnotwinningtrophiesthisyear,representedHampshireatLeamingtonagain.Welldone

everyone.

ThankyoutoPastPresidentJimFitzgeraldwhowasagreathelporganisingtheVice-PresidentversusPast

Presidentgame,whichwasfollowedbyanexcellentsupperprovidedbyRobandTraceyVoller,andtohis

continuedpresenceatalltheFriendlygames,organisedbyBarryLee.Barryhasdoneasterlingjobthisyear

inencouragingmemberstoplayintheseFriendlygamesanddeservesamedalforallhishardwork!

TheIndoorseasonstartsatthebeginningofOctoberandtheOakleyIndoorFriendlygameshelpkeeptheClub

fellowshipgoing.PleasedonotforgettoreturnyourformstoBarrywithyouravailabilitydates.

Shortmatwillbeavailableaslastyear,attheMalshangerClubonMondaysandThursdays,althoughthereis

workanticipatedontheroofsomembersshouldcheckfordetails.

TheSocialCommitteeisarrangingseveraleventsforyourdelectation,includingaChristmasshoppingtripto

BathandChristmasLunchatBasingstokeGolfClub,sopleasewatchthewebsiteoryourIn-box.
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Finally,IhaveafewvacanciesformyTouratAugustBankHolidaynextyear.Iwouldbedelightedifanyone,

whohashesitatedforanyreason,wouldcomealongforafriendly,enjoyableweekendinaverynicehoteland

somegamesofbowlsatleadingNorfolkclubs,aswellasvillageteams.Non-playingpartnersaremost

welcomeasthereisplentytoseeanddoinNorwich(HistoricalaswellasRetailtherapy).Youhavemyphone

numberonyourmembershipcard.Pleasejustgetintouch.

WinterWelleveryone!

LesleyAllard,Vice-PresidentandAlmoner

P.SRuthStewart,whohasbeenveryillsinceChristmas,sadlypassedawaythisweekandherfuneralison

Monday8Octoberat2pmattheCrematorium.OurdeepestsympathygoestoPeterandhisfamily.
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Captain’sLog
fromBarryLee,Men’sCaptain

Hitoyouall,theysayiftimegoesveryquicklyyoumustbehavingagoodtime.Ihope

thatisthecaseforallofthemembers.Aftertwoandahalfdaysofquitehardwork,Ican

safelysaythegreeniscloseduntilApril2019.

Lastweekweplayedthelast2gamesofYardstickandnowIhavetoaddallthescoresup

andtakethehighest6scoresoutofthe10gamesplayedtofindoutwhowasthewinner

ofthe“RonNoyceCup”.ThiswillbeannouncedattheAGMinNovember.Manythanks

toallofthepeoplewhoattendedthisyear,wehadsomefunforanhourorsothenpoppedovertotheclubfor

aquickdrinkandanatterforawhile.

Saturday8thSeptemberwehadour“EndofSeason“dancewiththelivebandplaying50’s\60’smusic,Irang

up“Olivers”ofOldBasingontheThursdayandordered93mealsourhighestyet.Thefoodarrivedjustafter

8-30pmandwealltuckedintoFishandChips,SausageandChips,ChickenandChips.Withallthesaucesetc.

(verynice),thentheMusicstartedupagainandoffwewenttilltherafflewasdrawn,lotsofprizes,thenback

tothemusictillwaypast11pm.Everyonesaiditwasagoodnightthankstothe“FreddieClarke”bandagain.

SpencerkindlysentoutanemailformewiththeIndoorFriendlylistthatweplayoverthewinter.OurFirst

gameison7thOctoberatRiversideWinchesterIBC.SofarIhaveonlyhad28repliesand16members

wishingtoplay!Weneed24players,PLEASEHELPMETOFILLTHETEAM.IhavetoringRiversideby

the30thofthismonthtoconfirmthegameandanyspecialfoodrequirements.

WhileIamsaying“helpme”pleaseImustsayabigthankyoutothememberswhoputtheirnamesdownon

thesheetstoenableustoplaytheFriendlies,Ikeeparecordofallthegamesandteamsandthisyearwehave

had71namesoutof125members.Oksomeofthemembersonlyplayed1,2,or3gamesovertheseason.Ihad

tocancel2gamesduetolackofsupport,butanother2gamesIhadtoringtheoppositionclubandbegfor

somehelpwiththeirplayerstofillateam.Wehavehelpedotherclubswithplayerstofilltheirteamand2

clubshavecancelledbecauseoflackofplayers.

ThegameatLymington29thJulywasnotsogood,weleftOakleywithonly17playersafterhavingraininthe

morning,wehadlunchatWetherspoons,Lymingtonlentussomeplayers,itcameontorainagainandvery

windybutmostofthegangsaidYESlet'sgiveitago,sowestartedwithonly5rinksatabout3pmanditrained

harder.Afterabout7endsweweresoakedandcalleditoff!(sillybillies).ThefoodwasgoodandtheBeer

evenbetter,andwehadahappytime.AnothergamethatwascancelledwasAmesbury.Wehadabitofrain

hereinthemorning,buttheyrangjustafter9-15amsayingtheyhavebeentoldveryheavyrainwasexpected

intheafternoonsotheycancelledtheday.Wehadsomewind,somesun,butnorain.Ourlasttwofriendlies

wereagainstTheUniversityofReading.Theycouldonlyget14playerssoIanRickmankindlyplayedfor

themmaking5Triplessowelentthem3moreplayerstomakethe6Triples.Thedaywasgreatandthescores

were94-94.ManythankstoIan,MaryTurnbull,TerryVarndell,ValRyanformakingagoodafternoon.
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Monday20thAugustat12-15pm,cametheSouthWalesandMON.W.B.A.7rinksofwomenWOW!.Oakley

had7Mixedrinkswedidnotstandachance,BUTwehad4winningrinks,welldonetheskipsNicole,1shot.

Barry,1shot.Keith,9shots.Martin,12shots.Butwestilllostoverall100-123.Theysaiditwasthebestday

oftheir5daytourgoodfood,goodcompanysotheysangtous.ManythankstotheCateringagreatday.

Nextisthe“Yardstick”games,thisstartedon9thAugustandfinishedon13thSeptember.10gameswere

possibleandatotalof26playerstookpartthisyear.ThewinnerwillbeannouncedattheAGMinNovember.

Iwillhaveallthecardsandinfoatthemeeting.Thankyoualltheplayerswhoattended.

Nowcomesthelastgameoftheseason,BecauseofPeterhavingtostanddownduetoillhealth,wehadthe

VicePresidentLesleyvtheImmediatePastPresidentJim.Notasmanynamesonthelistthisyearforsome

reasonbut44nameswereonthelistwhichmade3Rinksand3Triples.Quitealotofbantergoingoninthe

afternoonniceandwarmwithabitofbreeze.Nowsomeofuswerealittleconfusedastowhomtheywere

playingforandatthespeechesafterthegame,thescoreswerereadoutnotquiteright.Thathasallbeensorted

andthewinnerwasTheVicePresidentLesleywith111shotsandthePastPresidentJimwith74shots.

TheHighestwinnersfortheVicePresidentwereJanieVickers,ChrisWilliams,TerriAllisonandShirley

Goodwin.ForthePastPresidentwereMargaretLee,FrankTuffswithRonBaxter,CoralWearnandJim

Fitzgerald.TheMealafterthegamewasasgoodaseverthankstoourgoodfriendsTracyandRobbiewho

arrivedspotontime.Thanksyoutwo.

Wellthat’sitfromme.PleasesendinyourformsASAP.
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Spencer’sSpencer'sSpencer'sSpencers

SpencersSnippets
fromSpencerKerley,GeneralSecretary

AsmembersknowwehavebeenoperatingwithoutaTreasurersinceJulyand

whilstIamhappy,forthemoment,tohandlethefinancialtransactionsIamnot

preparedtodosonextyear.MyworkasClubandCountySecretarytakesupmore

thanenoughofmytime!ItisthereforecriticalthatavolunteerforTreasurercomes

forwardattheAGM.Pleasethinkaboutwhetheryouwouldbepreparedtotakeon

theroleandletmeorVicePresidentLesleyknowifyouareinterested.Iamhappy

toadviseonwhatisinvolved.Wealsoneedanauditortoexaminethe2017/18

accountsandhopefullytocontinueforfutureyears.Again,pleaseletmeorLesley

knowifinterested.

Thanksgotoallthepeoplewhohelpedoutonthebarthisyear,eitherbypickingupbeerfromAndwells,by

purchasingstockorbyservingthedrinks.Salesthisyear,forthefirsttime,weredownonthepreviousyear.

Thiswasprincipallyduetocancellationoffixturesandtherebeingfewerhostedgames.TheGrossProfit%

has,howeverstoodupwell,despiteincreasedcosts,andtheBarhasmadeabigcontributiontofunds.

Thanksgoalsotothosememberswhoturneduptoassistwiththemanyjobsthathadtobecarriedoutinorder

toputthegreentobedforthewinter.Over3daysthegreenwasscarified,hollowtined,machinebrushed,sorel

rolled,seeded,dragbrushed,topdressed(3tonnes)androlled.Inaddition,ditchmatswerepowerwashedand

stored,patiofurniturecleanedandstored,benchesplacedundercoveretcetc.Hadthisworkbeendoneby

contractorsthecostwouldhavebeenhuge.

Myfinalthanksgotothosememberswho,atshortnotice,volunteered,onarota,tocleanthepavilioneach

week.Theworkgoeslargelyunnoticedbymembersbutisessentialtoourbeingasuccessfulclub.

TheBowlsHampshirePresentationlunchison21stOctoberatEastleigh.Twelvemembersareattendingbutif

anyoneelsewishestojoinuspleaseletmeknowquickly.

Pleasenote,forthediary,thattheBasingstokeandDistrictPresentationDinnerwilltakeplaceatthe

BasingstokeMasonicHallon25thJanuary2019.

TheBowlsHampshireAreaAGMwilltakeplaceon1stNovemberandourdelegateswillneedtocastvotes

fortheelectionofVicePresidents.Therearetwocandidatesforeachgender:

PaulaCorneyofStMaryBourneandMandyOrchardofMiltonParkLadies

NeilFletcherofLockswoodandMartinReynoldsofSouthseaWaverley.

Ifanymemberwishestoexpressapreference,pleaseletaCommitteeMemberknowsotheviewcanbetaken

intoaccountwhentheCommitteedecideshowtomandatethedelegates.

TheWhitchurchLeagueAGMwillbeheldonThursday7thNovemberatOldBasing.
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LADIESSECRETARY

FromJanieVickers

Thereisverylittletoreportatthemoment.

FirstlycongratulationstoNicoleforwinningandHeatherforbeingrunner-upinthe

CountyJuniorSinglesandforalltheirotherachievementsthisseason.

ListsfortheBHandNHWBAluncheonshavebeencirculatedandhopefullywewillhavegoodrepresentation.

SomeofourladieswereagainselectedfortheBHandNHladiesfriendlies.

Itishardtobelievetheseasonisoverandgoodlucktothosewhonowgoindoors.

FinallymanythankstoallthoseinvolvedinmakingourtourtoTheForestofDeansoenjoyable.

!HappyBirthday!

CongratulationstoLesleyonher80thBirthdaythismonthfromallherfriendsattheClub.

!HOTSHOT!

FromLauraButler

CongratulationstoHazel,MaryandLaura.
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JackHigh
FromCoralWearn

The2019‘JackHigh’commencesaftertheAGMinNovember.

IwillbeattheAGMandwilltakeanypaymentsthatmemberswhichtomakeforthenextseason.Iwillalso

havealistoftheunusednumbersthatnewmembers,orexistingmembers,maypurchaseatthattime.Themore

wesellthemoreprizestherewillbeandalsomoreprofitpaidtotheClubfunds.

Belowisabriefsummaryofwhatthe‘JackHigh’is:-

OAKLEYBOWLINGCLUB

THE‘JACKHIGH’CLUBRULES

TherulesoftheClubareasfollows:-

1.Themembershipsubscriptionpersharewillbe£2permonthandeachsharewillbeallocatedanumber.For

JackHighpurposestheyearwillruntocoincidewiththeBowlingclubyeari.e.NovembertoOctoberand

paymentwillbecollectedinadvanceattheAnnualGeneralMeeting.MemberswhojointheJackHigh

Clubduringtheyearwillberequiredtopaysubscriptionsonlyforthatpartoftheyearremaining.

2.Non-paymentwillautomaticallydisqualifythesharefromwinning.

3.IfatanytimeitbecomesnecessarytodissolvetheClubthe‘JackHigh’Clubcommitteeguaranteesto

refundallsubscriptionsreceivedexceptthoserelatingtodrawsthathavealreadytakenplace.

4.Allmemberswillbenotifiedofthenumbersallocatedtotheirsharesandwillparticipateindrawsforthe

benefitsspecifiedinRule5.

5.Thebenefitswillconsistofprizeseachcalendarmonth(numberofprizesandamountofeachprizewill

bedependentontheamountofsubscriptionscollectedtodateofdraw),thesedrawswillbemademonthly

ataClubfunctioni.e.FriendlyMatch,ClubDay,AnnualDinnerDanceetc.

6.Thenumbersoftheprizewinnerswillbedeterminedbyadrawmadeoneachofthesaidoccasions,with

numbersbeingdrawnatrandombyClubmemberspresent.

7.EachprizewillbepaidtothewinningmemberbythememberresponsibleforrunningtheJackHighdraw.

8.Numbersdisqualified(seeRule2)willbeclassifiedasbeingheldbythe‘JackHigh’committeeandany

moneywillbepaidtotheBowlingClub’scurrentaccount.
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Thankyou
FromCoralWearn

ThankyoutoeveryoneforthecardsandtributestoTrevorthatIreceived.

Alsoanevenbigger‘ThankYou’forthecontributionstoSt.Michael’sHospice,thetotalcollectedwas

£1,455.00,whichIhavenowtakentotheHospiceandhavereceivedaThankYouletterfromthem.

Onceagainthankyouall.

CateringThanks

FromSandraLee

IwouldliketothankmyTeamofChris,DianeandHazelforalltheirhardworkthislastSeasonandhelpingto

maintaintheClub'sreputationforgreatfood.

ThankyoualsotoallvolunteerswhohelpedontheFriendlieswiththepreparationofthefoodetc.mostly

suppliedbyourgenerousmemberswithoutwhomthiswouldnotbepossible.

IwouldalsoliketothankVirginia,Gavin,Jean,Ted,andJonathanwhosehelpwiththehostedandtouring

gameswasverymuchappreciated.
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SocialEvents

FromYourSocialCommittee

ThishasbeenabusyyearstartingwiththeindoorgameseveninginAprilwhichwasabigsuccess.

ThehighlightoftheyearwasundoubtedlytheverysuccessfulGardenPartyandFetetocelebrate40yearsof

OakleyBowlsClub.ThanksmustgotoVicePresidentLesleywhowasinthelead,alsothecateringteam,and

allthepeoplewhohelpedputupmarquees,ranthebaranddidallthethingsthatmadethedayrunsowell.

TheCarBootsalewasagainagoodfundraiserfortheclubandthanksgotoallwhodonateditemsandthose

whosortedthedonationsandsoldontheday.It’shardworkbutagoodearnerfortheclub.

UnfortunatelytherewerefewtakersfortheRaceNightinAugustsothishadtobecancelled.

TheendofseasonMusicEveningwithdancingandsupperwasagainaverysuccessfuleventattendedby90+

members.

WhilstawayontourHazelcanvassedpeopleforsuggestionsandwehaveafairlycomprehensivelist,twoof

whichwearelookingtoorganiseearlynextyear.Shouldyouhaveanyfurtherideasorsuggestionsplease

contactanymemberofthesocialcommittee.

Futureeventsare:

6December-AvisittotheChristmasMarketinBath,thisisfillingupfastsocontactBobandBarbaraon

goodyearb@btopenworld.comtobookyourplace.

16December–TheChristmaslunchatBasingstokeGolfClubisbookedandJaniehasaskedeveryoneto

“savethedate”.Lookoutforfurtherinformationandmenuchoicestoensureyoudon’tmissout.

Feb2019–HazelislookingatatriptoBombaySapphire.Canyoupleaseletherknowifyou’reinterestedon

hazelsolomon254@btinternet.comGroupsfortheguidedtourconsistof11-50peoplecosting£22.50per

personwhichincludesadrink.Thetourlastsapproximately2hours.Paymentisrequired1monthbeforethe

tourdate.Assistanceisavailablefordisabledpersons.Pleasenotenohighheelsoropentoedsandalsare

allowed.Asthisisclosetohometherewouldnotbetransportarrangedbuthopefullymemberscouldarrange

carsharing.

Thereisalsoaselfdiscoverytourcosting£14.40whichincludesaguidedtouroftheStillHouse(no

photographyisallowed).

March2019–AguidedtouroftheMINIplantinOxfordisproposed.Tourgroupsare15maximumbutgroups

canfolloweachother.Thecostwouldbearound£35pptoincludecoachandtour.Itwouldbegoodtocombine

thiswithavisittoBicestervillageoutletcentreforshoppingandlunch.Pleasenoteanyonewithapacemaker

isnotallowedonthefactorytour.Camerasandphonesarealsoprohibited.

CanyoupleaseemailRiconrichard.newson1@btopenworld.comifyouareinterestedinthistourbeforewe

makeafirmbooking.
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HospiceCupContinuestoThrive

FromKeithTurnbull

NowthattheSpoonDriveseasoniscomplete,IampleasedtoannouncethattheWinneroftheHospiceCup,

forthesecondyearrunning,isMarionBringes.

RunnerupisKeithBringes.

Thescoringsystemappliesaweightingfactortotheaggregateshotdifferenceovertheseason-designedto

favourplayerswhoattendregularlyandsubmitalltheirscorecards(eventhepoorerones!).

FinalTop4Scoreswereasfollows:

Name Finaladjustedscore Unadjustedshot
difference

Number of scorecards
submitted(totalpossible
was18)

MarionBringes 92 118 14
KeithBringes 39 54 13
DaveBall 35 57 11
GavinSpearpoint 34 61 10

IcanalsoreportthatasignificantsumwasraisedbytheSpoonDrivesforStMichael'sHospiceagainthisyear.

CongratulationsagaintoMarion.

Mylast40Years

FromMaryTurnbull

Asthe40thAnniversaryofthefoundingofOakleyBowlingClubapproachesitsend,Igottoreflectingonthe

last(hopefullythatshouldbe‘latest’ratherthan‘last’!)40yearsofmylife.

In1978,theyeartheclubwasfounded,KeithandIhadbeenmarriedfor7yearsandstillhadnointentionof

havingchildren–bothofourcareersbeingverysatisfyingandrewardingandourmarriagesolidasarock.That

wasalsotheyearwemovedtoBasingstokefromEssex.

KeithwasworkingasaSeniorProjectManagerforMarconiinChelmsford,designingandinstalling

computerisedmessageswitchingsystemsfortheMoDatthetimeandIwasaCivilServantinBraintree.Keith

wasofferedabetterpaidandmorechallengingjobwithSystemsDesignersLimitedinCamberleyandI

discoveredIcouldgetaninternaltransfertotheBasingstokeoffices,sowedecidedtoupsticksandmoveto

thewildsofHampshire.
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WefoundahouseoffRomanRoad,soldourBraintreehousestraightawayandbeganthetortuousprocessof

completingthemove,whileKeithdidaweeklycommutefromEssextothenewjobinCamberley(inthedays

beforetheM25–viatheNorthCircular!!).ThenKeithwasassignedtoaprojectinGermanyfor3weeks

leavingmetosorteverythingout.Oursolicitor,hereinBasingstoke,wasverynewtotheprofessionand

somehowmanagedtocompletethesaleofourBraintreehousebutdelayedcompletionoftheBasingstoke

houseforafurther3months.

IstartedmynewjobasaStaffTrainerintheBenefitssectionoftheCivilServiceofficesinGrosvenorHouse,

BasingViewandlivedindigsinKempshott.IlovedBasingstokerightfromthestart–beingabletoexplore

thehuge(comparedtoBraintree)towncentreatlunchtimesorwalkalongthecanaltoOldBasing.Keith,

meanwhile,wasstilllivingwithacolleagueinWokinghamduringtheweekandjoiningmeinmydigsatthe

weekends.

WemovedintoournewhouseaweekbeforeChristmas,havingretrievedallourbelongingsfromthestorage

companywehadbeenusingfor3months.Fortunately,thesolicitor,beingthreatenedwiththeLawSociety,

hadpaidallourexpensesandwaivedhisfeesascompensationforhiserror.

AlthoughwehadbroughtourmotorbikeswithusfromBraintree(yes,wewereravingrockersinthosedays!),

wequicklyrealisedthatthespeedandvolumeoftrafficherecomparedtothewildsofEssexwastoo

dangerous(especiallytheroundabouts–therewasonlyoneroundaboutinBraintree!),soweabandonedthem

infavourofourbrand-newDatsunSunny.IhavestillnotquitemasteredtheBasingstokeroundaboutsand

oftenendupsomewhereotherthanwhereIamheading.

In1981wewereblessed(ifsomewhattakenbesurprise)withtheimminentarrivalofourfirstdaughterand

myadventurestookaquitedifferentturnasIgaveupworktoraiseourtwolovelydaughters.Thehousewas

toosmallbynow,sowemovedtoKempshottin1984.Idideventuallychangecareeragainandqualifiedasa

SpecialNeedsAssistantatKempshottInfantsschool.Ialsotookonthesettingupandrunningofthefirst

RainbowGuidesunitinKempshottaswellasvolunteeringforKempshottNeighbourCare.MeanwhileKeith,

havingbeenmaderedundantin1991,embarkedonwhatturnedouttobeaverysuccessfulcareerasasoftware

qualityassurancemanagerfirstforBritishStandardsInstitutionandthenforthehugeinternational

managementconsultancyAccenture.Heretiredin2007andwejoinedOakleyBowlingClubasbrandnew

bowlersin2010,sincewhenwehavehardlyhadamoment’srest!!

IwasremindedofallthiswhilstplayingtherecentfriendlyagainstLoddonVale.Brenda(anAWREoutdoor

bowler)hadalsoworkedatGrosvenorHouseandherfatherwastherein1978whenIwas.Ourreminiscing

disruptedourbowlingalittlebutwehadalovelyafternoon.

So,wehavebeeninBasingstokeforthesame40yearstheclubhasexisted(neverhadaproblemremembering

thepaviliondoorlockcode)andthankstoOakleyBowlingClubhavediscoveredapassionforbowlingthat

hasbeenourretirementbonus.

Perhapsothermembersmightliketosharetheirownstories.
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1998-ChrisLee

Astheclubenteredits20'sitssuccesswasmarkedatCountylevelwithitwinningawardsmostyearsduring

thatdecadeandthoughtheclubalsochallengedatNationallevelthewinremainedelusive.2004however

broughttheClubthehonourofKayKerleybecomingEWBAPresident.

ElsewheretheCountrywasstillobsessedwithDianawhohaddiedthepreviousyear,withcommemoration

stampsbeingissuedandmemorialeventsbeingheld.ThiswastheyeartheDVDwaslaunchedand6000were

sold.Themillenniumbugabouttheproblemschangingtheyearto2000wouldcausetocomputersystems,

wasregularlyraised,andthemillenniumdomeconstructionwasstarted.Inthewiderworldthecompany

GooglewaslaunchedandtheEUcountriesagreedtolaunchtheEuro,so1998sawtheendofseveral

currenciesincludingtheGermanMark,theFrenchFrancandtheItalianLira.TheUKhostedtheEurovision

SongContestandIsraelwon-IneverknewIsraelwasinEurope!

DavidBeckhamwasgivenaredcardatthefootballworldcupandsentoffagainstArgentina.Englandloston

penalties–whowouldhavethoughtit.

Films:Titanic,releasedthepreviousyearwon11OscarsandthewarfilmSavingPrivateRyanwasreleased.

Armageddon,whichsawtheearthfacingextinction,wasalsoreleased,tomuchcriticismandgreatsuccess.

CelineDion'shit,'MyHeartWillGoOn'fromTitanicwasthesecondhighestsellingsinglebeatenbyCher

with'Believe'.TheSpiceGirlshadtheirthirdconsecutiveChristmasnumberonewith'Goodbye',andafter

onemorehititwouldbegoodbyefromthem.

ThesecondHarryPotterbook'..ChamberofSecrets'waspublished.

Wesaidgoodbyeto:

actorandsingerFrankSinatra,

writerandcomedianFrankMuir

controversialpoliticianEnochPowell

writerFrancisDurbridgeknownforhisradioandTVseriesPaulTemple

JoanHicksontheactressknownforherportrayalofMissMarple

PipesmokingDavidBryanthadretiredfrom InternationalBowls,sodidn'twinanymedalsatthe

CommonwealthGames,thoughEnglanddidwinthemen'sfours.
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Mynon-bowlingTour

FromChrisLee

Anotheryearhaspassed,andherewewereonanotherbowlingtour,oratleastshouldhavebeen.Waitingby

NorthWalthampondforthefirstpickup,eventuallyMervyn’scoacharrivedratherlate.Followingtheusual

tourofOakley,andanunexpectedtourofWhitchurch,weweresoononourway.Fourhourslaterwearrived

atBell’sHotel,Colefordwherewehadsandwichesforlunchbeforefindingourroom,whichwaslargeand

hadanexcellentviewofthecarpark.

BowlingontheFridaywasatthehotelandIsetofftoseethesightsofColeford-thatdidn’ttakelong.Ifound

theessentials,whichwereanewspapershopandthebusstopwheretheonlybusserviceonSundayand

Mondaywouldrunfrom,whichhadseverelyrestrictedmyplanningforthistour.

IthenvisitedthetopsiteinColeford,whichwastheGreatWesternMuseumandreceivedapersonalguided

tourbyanenthusiasticvolunteer.Ifoundoutthattherewereoriginally2railwaystationsinColeford,but

becausetheywereownedbycompetingcompanies,atrainneedtochangedirection5timestotravelfromone

totheother.Iwasalsogivenaveryinterestingdemonstrationoftheworkingandmechanicalinterlockingof

thesignalbox–verycleverengineering.Theremainderofthemuseumwasratherhaphazardlyarranged,but

interesting.£4wellspentIthought.

Thenitwasbacktothehotel,whichwasupashortbutsteephillintimetoseetheendofthebowling.Itwas

rathercoldtositoutsidesoIoptedtowatchthroughthewindowsofthebar.

SaturdayandthebowlingwasinGloucester.ThecoachtookeveryonetoGloucesteranddroppedusatthe

inevitableshoppingcentre–notmyideaoffun.Ileftthegroupandabriskwalktookmetotherailwaystation

whereIwasjustintimetocatchmyplannedtraintoCheltenhamSpa;thetrainpullingintothestationasIwas

crossingtheoverbridge.Itwasajourneyoflessthan10minutesandthewaitingbussetoffforCheltenham

RacecourseParkandRide,whichwaslargebutalmostdevoidofcars.

Awalkalongtheperimeterroadoftheracecourse,upandoverahillbroughtme20minuteslaterto

CheltenhamRacecourseStationontheGloucestershireWarwickshireSteamRailway.Iwasinplentyoftime

formytraingivingmetimetolookaroundandthen15minuteslaterwewereonourway.Thejourneytime

wasaroundanhourastherailwayhadonlythisyearopeneditsextensiontoBroadway,whereonlyoneofthe

2platformshadbeencompleted.Thewholerailwaywasverywellmaintainedwithalotofattentionpaidto

detail.

Afterareturnjourney,aglassofciderfromthebuffetcarandawalkbackalongsidetheracecourseIcaught

thebusbackfromtheparkandride,forwhichIwaschargedapoundeventhoughIhadabuspass.Atrain

thentookmebacktoGloucesterwhereIcaughtabustoBarnwood,whichdroppedmerightoutsidethe

entrancetothebowlingclubwhereIarrivedintimetoseethelastfewendsofthebowling.

Sunday,andbowlingwasinChepstow,oratleastshouldhavebeen.Itrainedandrainedandrained,allthe

bowlingwascancelled,butwestillwenttoChepstow.ThereweresightstoseeinChepstow,butitwassowet

weneversawthem,andnothingmuchwasopeninChepstowonaSunday.Wedidfindacomfortablehotel
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bartospendanhourorsoinbeforebuyingsomeM&Sfoodforlunchandreturningtothecoachwhichtookus

backtoColeford,whereithadstoppedraining–ohwell!

Mondayandtheweatherwasdry.SandrahadtheMondayofffrombowling,andwewalkeddowntoColeford

tocatchthe10:30bustoLydneywhereashortwalktookustoLydneyTownstationontheDeanForest

railway.ShortlyafterwardsatraintookustoLydneyJunctionadjacenttothemainline.Whiletheenginewas

runninground,Ifoundtherewasanobservationcaronthistrain,whichwemovedtoandfor£3extrasatona

setteeinonedirectionandinarmchairsonthereturnjourney,collectedbyanenthusiasticladyinaguards

uniform.

Theyoungladywasaskedaquestionaboutmeasurementsinchains,butshesaidthatshedidn’tknowhow

longachainwas.IhelpedoutbyrecitingsomethingIhadbeentaughtattheageof7,asIamsuremanyofyou

were.22yds=1chain,10chains=1furlong,8furlongs=1mile.Itisapitythatschoolsdon'tcoversuchsubjects

(afterallthemetricsystemshouldonlytakeafewdaystolearn),andimportantlyastheImperialsystemisstill

usedtodayinsomanysituations.Cricketpitchesareforinstanceonechainlongbetweenwickets,and

furlongsarestillusedonracecourses.MarkersalongthesideofrailwaytracksusethisImperialsystem,and

theradiiofcurvesonrailwaysaremeasuredinchains.

ThetraintookusviaNorchard,whichwasimpressivewithbothhighandlowlevelstations,andisthemain

stationontheline,thenontoParkend,alsoaverywellkeptstation.OnourreturntoLydneyTown,weleftthe

trainandhadanexcellentlunchintheSwanHotelbeforecatchingthebusbacktoColeford,toawaitthereturn

ofthebowlerswhohadbeensentofftoWales.

TuesdaywesetoffforhomewithanotherstopatashoppingcentreinSwindon(whichhasmoreroundabouts

thanBasingstoke)beforearrivingatShrivenham,whereIhadspenttimeattheRoyalMilitaryCollegeof

Sciencemanyyearsago,andthenontoFaringdonwhereIsetofftoviewtheoldmarkettown.Aninteresting

placetovisitandItheninvestigatedtheOldCrownCoachingInnbeforereturningtothebowlingclubto

watchtheendofthebowlingmatchandhaveameal.Isatatatablewithaladywhotoldusaweirdstoryabout

agroupofpeoplewhoallhadtodosomething.Whenitwasthislady’sturnshegotupanddidit.Whatwe

neverfoundoutwaswhatitwastheyhadtodo.Verystrange!

Beforelongitwastimetoreturnhometorecoverfromanotherbowlingtour.
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FromColefordtoNorwich

ByChrisLee

Itwasdisappointingthatthenumbersontourweresignificantlylowerthanusualthisyear,particularlyas

Spencerperformedsuchanexcellentjobpickingitupatshortnotice.Iparticularlyappreciatedreceivingthe

itineraryinadvance,whichmademyplanningsomucheasier.Iunderstandthatsomeofthereasonsfor

peoplenotgoingonthetourweretodowiththelocation,withlittletooccupythemduringtimeofffrom

bowling,poorpublictransport,andthathillfromthetowntothehotel.

Noneofthoseproblemswillexistwithnextyear'stourtoNorwich.Thehotelisonlyoneminutewalkfroma

busstopwhichhasaregularservicetothetowncentreevenonSundaysandBankholidays.Thetowncentre

canalsobeeasilyreachedonfootinunder20minutes,andEastAngliaisnotrenownedforitshills.

TherearemanythingstoseeanddoinNorwich,andifyouhaveadayoffyoucaneasilyreachmanyplaces

outsideNorwichsuchasWroxhamontheBroads,andthecoastatGreatYarmouthtotheEastorCromerto

theNorth.

IworkedonandoffforseveralyearsinthisareaandononeofmyvisitsIstayedinNorwichintheCastle

Hotel,whichwassubsequentlydemolishedaspartoftheCastleMalldevelopment,whichwillappealtothose

whoenjoyshoppingmalls.IwillofcoursebevisitingsomeHeritageRailways,butwillmakesureIspend

sometimeinNorwichwithits11thCenturyCathedral,itshistoricstreets,gardensandmuseums.Thereisso

muchtosee,thatyoumightnothavetimeforanybowling!

DoaskourVice-PresidentLesleyifyouhaveanyquestionsandIwillalsohelpifIcan,butbookyourplaces

onnextyear'stourwhiletherearestillspacesavailable.Alsodon'tforgetthatNorwichiswhereourlandlord

SirMichaelColmancamefrom.

TuffsTeasers

fromFrankTuffs

Eachwordisananagramofthewordaboveplusoneextraletter.

1.PublicHouse

2.Onelessthanten

3.Fabric

4.Finch

5.Notstrict

6.Sentry

7.Ernestly
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Editor'sCorner(SandraLee):

QUOTESBYFAMOUSPEOPLE

"Ifafreesocietycannothelpthemanywhoarepoor,itcannotsavethefewwhoarerich"

(JohnF.Kennedy,35thpresidentoftheU.S.(1917-1963).

"Courageiswhenyouknowyou'relickedbeforeyoubeginbutyoubeginanywayandseeitthrough"

(HarperLee,U.S.writer,(1926-2016).

TuffsTeasers-PossibleAnswers

1.Inn

2.Nine

3.Linen

4.Linnet

5.Lenient

6.Sentinel

7.Intensely


