NORTON BUCKLAND & STONE PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES OF MEETING MONDAY 8TH MARCH 2021 
        Present:  Cllr.A.Trim. Cllr.R.Cox  Cllr.S.Steel Cllr. MC Oswald- Jones

                                        Cllr. A Bowles  (KCC)  Mrs.J.Childs. Meeting held virtually by Zoom  
1.
Apologies for absence.

 Cllr.F.Boucher.  
2.
Declaration of interest in items on the agenda.

None.
3.
Consideration of any required changes to register of interest.

None.
4.
Approval of Minutes.
Minutes of the meetings held on Monday 11th January and the Extraordinary Meeting held on

8th February were approved and signed as a correct record.
5.
Matters Arising from Minutes.

Councillors had been forwarded a copy of the reply from Emma Wiggins, Director of Regeneration 
SBC in response to the Chairman’s email advising of the Parish Council’s objections to inadequate 
consultation on the Local Plan 2022-2038   Cllr. Trim then outlined those aspects of the plan which he felt 
were unsatisfactory.  The Parish Council agreed unanimously that a formal objection should be sent via the 
Consultation Portal to ensure that its views were taken into account during the Examination. 


SBC have advised that they do not have any spare litter bins but should be receiving some in April.


Cllr. Cox reported that regarding litter picking only two of the available ‘pickers’ had been issued

and that litter in Norton Road continues to be a problem despite the efforts of two parishioners and himself.


Councillors agreed that Biffa were not adequately coping with the problem.  Cllr Bowles commented that 
Biffa must have a performance level agreement . Councillors do not think this is being meet and therefore 
Cllr. Bowles suggested enlisting the help of Cllrs. Bowen and Whiting with the problem along with Swale 
Cleansing Dept. 

6.
Parish maintenance Update.

Savills contractors have filled a gap in the hedgerow into the Old Nursery site in Norton Road by planting 
several laurel plants.

Re-surfacing of the A2 5th-13th February has taken place between Norton Garage and Provender Lane 
  
“Access Only” signs were requested several times to SBC and KCC by the Parish Council to be placed 

at Norton Road and Provender Lane. The engineer from KCC advised that they were not necessary as there 

will be no access available despite them placing a “No HGV’s” signs at both entrances.

The Chairman stated that he was very impressed with the regular correspondence and updates of the works 
received via Mr Ben Hilden the KCC engineer in charge of the works. In turn he said he would 
like to pass 
these comments onto the appropriate people at KCC. Cllr. Bowles then advised he would be leaving the 
meeting as he has another one to join. 
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Cllr. Bowles is due to retire on 6th May and therefore this would be the last meeting of Norton Buckland 
& Stone he would be attending.  The PC thanked Cllr. Bowles for his hard work and support over the years 
and wished him a very happy retirement.

A tree from the hedgerow of the Old Nursery site had fallen into Norton Lane which the PC had reported 
to the emergency services which KCC and removed.

The PC advised Savills of other hazardous trees in the hedgerow. Savills advised that they will pass the 
information onto their maintenance department to look into the situation. Clerk will chase again.                                           

Four requests were made to SBCs for an update regarding the mud that needs to be swept around the 
island of Lewson Street/Norton Road. The fire hydrant is also covered in mud.  Clerk to chase again.

The PC advised SBC of flooding due to the drains that are blocked in Norton Road and requested  
cleansing via e mail.  No response was forthcoming. Clerk to chase again.

A missing drain cover in Norton Road had been reported by the Clerk to KCC and had been replaced 

Re location or improvement of access to the PC Notice Board was discussed and options of making steps 
up to the notice board or moving the board down towards the footpath were discussed  
7.
To consider any planning applications received to date. 

Lewson House Lewson Street Road Norton ME9 9JJ

 
Conservation Area Notification for 1 x (T1) Eucalyptus - reduce the spread of the tree from

 9 metres to 6 metres and 1 x (T2) Willow – Prune back to trunk


Application ref 21/500741/Listed Building Consent



Bullion Cottage Lewson Street Road Norton ME9 9JN


Insertion of 2no replacement windows to roof dormers works complete)


Application ref:- 21/500742


Bullion Cottage Lewson Street Road Norton ME9 9JJ


Insertion of 1no replacement rear kitchen window and 1no replacement first floor side bedroom 
window

8.
Councillor's Reports.

Request to Chairman from Maria-Curie for a donation 
9.
Correspondence.

The Chairman had received a complaint from a parishioner regarding cars in the church car parking

area with drug taking, drinking and wheel spinning taking place. Lewis Ridgen PSCO was notified 

and had attended the scene to investigate the complaint but reported no cars were in attendance.

PCSO
Lewis Ridgen advised that there will be a new PCSO for the ward from 1st February 

The Chairman had received a complaint from a parishioner living at The Trefoil regarding polytunnels 
erected closely to residential  houses. The Chairman advised that polytunnels are not allowed within 30m 
of a dwelling.


The Clerk had received a scam tex from “Lloyds Bank” advising of  a new payee being 
authorised on the 
bank account requesting the bank account number and password.

The clerk blocked the telephone number 07908097457.

A complaint had been made to SBC regarding works carried out to a listed property without planning 
consent re a fence erected, a heating tank moved and a concrete base being laid at The Old Post Office , 
Lewson Street, Norton The Enforcement Officer was notified and made a site visit but was unable to gain 
access therefore posted a business card through the letterbox requesting the owner make contact.

Idox notified via e mail of free webinars for advice on external grants and funding for Parish Councils 


Invite via e mail to consider the PC becoming a member of Action with Communities in Rural Kent 



An e mail regarding the 2021 Census advising of supporting residents locally with helper packs

  Zoom meetings are due to cease on 6th May further Zoom meetings would require government approval

A request had been made for a donation from Air Ambulance, the PC agreed to donate £50 (fifty pounds)
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E mails forwarded to The Chairman


Several e mails advising of Corona virus update 


KALC Call for capital project ideas


KALC Online workshop for an Introduction to Chairmanship for Local Councils 27 February


WCCTV are currently offering pricing reductions across their camera range until March 31st. 


KALC invitation to Flood Warden Training 25th February


KALC Ice and Snow – Top tips from Came & Company


KALC grant for changing web designers


Cllr Whiting & Cllr. Bowen arranged zoom meeting 26th Feb 7pm due to the disappointing  reply 
regarding the local plan from Swale Eastern Area committee discussion 


KALC advising remote meetings due to cease 6th  May


E mails forwarded to all Councillors

Local Government Bulletins from KALC


Email from NALC open letter to make changes to local community


Member Briefing – Environment Update January 2021


New Year newsletter from Cllr.Andrew Bowles


Lloyd Bowen SBC advising of zoom meeting 1st February concerning proposals for new local plan


KALC advising of Road Safety Strategy for Kent 2020-2026


  NALC Consultation Briefing. Consultation on Right to Regenerate to turn derelict buildings into         
homes and community 


Nominations for the KALC Community Awards Scheme 2021.


KALC local Government Bulletin regarding the vaccine roll out/supply/ South African variant


NALC e mail information regarding change to the Terrorism Threat Level


Consultation regarding information associated with local plan to run 8th February – 23rd March


https://swale.gov.uk/planning-and-regeneration/local-plans/local-plan-review/publicconsultation#h2


Covid-19 mass testing resources


Lynsted & Kingsdown Parish Council  clerk requesting PC clerk forward petition to remove 1400 
houses and bypass in the SBC local plan at Teynham & Lynsted to all interested parties.


January newsletter from Lewis Rigden PCSO


Article re development at Lynsted in Sittingbourne News headed “Villagers outraged over plans 


for more new homes”  Article Displayed on PC Notice Board 


Press release from Helen Whatley MP re minimum consultation local plan being rushed through


Failure of democracy : Swale Borough Council statement issued by Cllr Truelove.


Cllr Andrew Bowles newsletters


Lower Norton Lane closed 9th 12th March.  The closure is required for the safety of the public and 
workforce while level crossing inspection works are undertaken by Network Rail Infrastructure 


Copy of e mail to Secretary of State from Cllr. Alan Horton Leader of the opposition at Swale Council 

re regulation 19 consultation of the Local Plan


KALC Kent Wildlife Trust Spring Newsletter


KALC  KCC announcement on roadmap for easing lockdown restrictions


KALC advising of revised closing date for Local Plan Review 2021 to 5pm 30 April
10.
Finance
10.1
The following payments were approved and will be made by internet banking :-

Mr A.Trim


Zoom





£ 28.    78


Zurich Insurance

Donation




£257.   60

Air Ambulance 

Donation 




£  50.   00 







3 of 4 
10.2
The bank balance on Monday 11th January 2021 was £7329. 60p
11.
Any other Business


None
12.  
Items for next Meeting


None
13. 
Date of next Meeting

Annual Parish Council Meeting 10th May Norton Village Hall

Annual Parish Meeting 24th June ( tbc) 














Meeting Closed  9.05pm  
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