Usworth Boxer John Edward McGuire

Family historian, Susan McGuire, has uncovered the fascinating history of the boxing career
of her ancestor, Usworth miner, John Edward McGuire, and has kindly set out his story

below.

John Edward McGuire, my great grandfather, known as ‘Jack’ McGuire, was a miner and
also a boxer. Between at least the birth of his son Francis in 1904 and that of daughter Norah
in July 1911, the family lived in Old Hall, Little Usworth- a tenement that had been the
family seat of the Lawson family previously known as Little Usworth Manor'. They appear,

from records, to have been the last family living in the Hall before it was demolished.

Jack was born in 1876 and had lived in Bridge Row, Great Usworth since just before the age
of 14 where the 1891 census records him and his father, Peter, as miners. His was a relatively
stable life for a miner at that time — living and working in Usworth for over twenty years,
where all his six children born in the one place. Mining was still a very itinerant occupation
with families always on the move in search of better pay and housing, as shown by the

different places of birth of his brothers and sisters in earlier years.

Usworth Colliery was by no means unaccustomed to the sport of pitman boxers. In 1863 a
notorious bare knuckle fight had taken place which led to the death of John Fisher, a 23 year
old Usworth miner. His opponent was another miner, 30 year old Jack Gillow. Boxing was
clearly part of the culture of the place. The match had taken place in a field between New
Washington and Usworth Station. The Newcastle Courant wrote that there had been a dispute
between the men a fortnight earlier but there was also the small prize of a sovereign to be

gained. There was a large number of spectators, and the contest was said to be brutal.

John Edward seems to have been a hot headed individual and not afraid of a fight. He took
part in a similarly brutal contest ‘a stubborn battle’, which was advertised in The Sporting

Life 18" March 1901, and reported on in a lengthy article on 20" March.

1 See accompanying Research Articles on Little Usworth Manor and the Lawson Family
2 See Byker Boxers (raggyspelk.co.uk) for a vivid report of the fight




T. MULLEN (WREKENTON) AND J. E. M'GUIRE
(USWORTH). FOR £0.:
TO-NIGHT, AT GATESHE\D,

At the Standard Theatre, Gateshead, this evening, Thomas
Mullon, of Wrekenton and Jobn E, If‘Guire, of Usworth, box
tweuty three-min, rounds, with 1 min. intervals, under Queensberry
rulos, at catch-waight, for £25 n-sido and a purse of £40 given by
Mr, Landreth, 10 a-side has boecn deposited with the Sporting
L {a, and the remaining £15 a-side, together with tho £40 purse, is
to be handed tothe stakholder at three o'clock p.m, The Sporting
Li/e appoints a refoeree.

| GLOVE CONTEST AT GATESHEAD. |

TOM MULLEN (WRECKINGTON) v. JACKE M'GUIRE
| (USWORTH). FOR £90.

VICTORY OF MULLEN,

.| That boxing contioues popular in the North _of England was

manifest by the Lig crowd that assembled at thoStandard Theatre,
Galeshead, on Monday night, when Tom Mullen. of Wreckinglon,
' fund Jack M'Guira, of Uniworth, mot to contest twenty rounds,
each of 3 miou es’ duration. with & mipule's interval, at catch-
weight, for £25 amde ngd a purse of £40 given by Mr, 'Tot
[ | Landreth, Holh comlatants are pitmen, and are but

little known o famwe. DMullen, who 15 twen!v-nine Years
’ ol age, stands 50t, 10in. 1n height, and brought down the
1 beam at 10st 12ib, has won four or live local competitions, and
r

trained for this event undee that exparienced old pedestrian, Jack
Mutton, of tha Waverley liotel, Hendoo, Bunderland, and was
mmn;llyu lit as possible;: whilst M'Guire, who is twenty-four
éﬂﬂ d, 5it. 9lio, in heizht, took kis breathing: under the care of

eorge Chrisp,who meety Len T ¥lor, of Woolwich, hure on Aprill,
and weighed 12st, this Leing his maiden effcr. in a3 wmateh for
maney. ‘Thore was very little specnlation over the event, Mullen
)} | being lavourite, It was sonewhat later than asosl hera when the
» jmwen entered the ring, Mul en baving as atlendants bis brothers
r | Jack and Steve w.lh Peler W eish and his traiver, Jack Muiton,
also in s corner; Georg: Chrisp, Spider Carr, and Jem Callaghan
attending to the waats of M'Gwre: and everything being in
readiness tha olicinls took up their positions, Mr. J. . Hulls,
. | Appointed by the Sucrtiag Life, as releree, and Mr, Harry Snaith
i | as timekeeper, with Professor Caunplell as M,C,




. THE CONTEST. : , :
On (acing each otlher there wus s marked disparity in their
appearance, Mullen losking line drawn in comparison to his oppo-
neot, who was certa nly on the big side, and would have been better
il be bad reduced himself a triie more. Both cparred cautiously
| for nearly s minute belore & blow was siruck, following which the
exchanges were of 1he burricine order, the pair Loxing all over the
ring, in favour of Mullen, who nearly had nis mano out just beflore
they were ordered 1o their coraers, The same style ol [ast fighting
was continuad in the next round, each in turn teing seut to Lthe
boards. Mulien gaining lirst blod ir m the mouth, though
M'Guire appeared to linish the stronzer. kaeh took a breather in
the third round, and l&)pmnllr taking sto:k of each other, aud
the spoctaiors, who had shouted themscives howrse with eicite-
meot during the first and second rouads, were much quieter.
Having appareaily satisied themselves as to each o her's
capabilities, they set to work ngain in real earnest during the next |
round, M'Guire, who {orced the exchanges, gettiog home time alter
timc on both the kead and body without receiving anything in the
shape of punishment in retuin, Mullen’s deliveries being o a very
erritic churacier. He, however, before the eclose caucht his man
A swinging hit on the n.se which turned on the tap be 0.2 going to
heir corners, When they azuin fae d each other M'Grire boxed
in & very determined maoner, but M llen dodged h's onslaughts,
and managed to get one or two straight punches on the dial,
which agan caused the ruby 1o liow fresly, besides
leaving & dark mark under M'Guire's lelt eye, both appearing
very tired when the tound of the gong snnounced a temiporary
cessation of host:lities. Rounds 6and 7 were of & regular Jding-
dong character, M'Guire Liling to make much impression on his
enponeat’s inowledgo box, trying with both hands at the body,
Mullen at this point showingz mmnifest points ol weskness, In
round 8 M‘Guire was agsin the agzressor, but lis blows lncked
pover behind them, and Mallén, who at intervals got hoine one for
pothing, visited hi» dameged peeper, which was uow rapidly
closing, Foth boxed for all they were worth, and the exeitoment
amongs! the speciators wus intense, as every blow delivered b
either ma: that reached its de-tination was frautically cheers .|
Rounds 9 and 10 wore well contested, although M'Guire's eye |
was evideutly troubling him, as boing scarcely able to see with'it |
he frequentiy hit when out of distance, which enstled Mullen to
jdrive his left home on the face at shert inie: vals, The next round
after a little sparrine was of a very flores character, M*G wire, who
was the stronzer, following bis opponent all over the ring, deliver.
inﬁmth_ both hands, Mallen being able to do l:tt!ie but defend him.-
so.f against his poworful onslaughts, whilst the tweifth was of '




A very similar character, M‘Guire’ st the finish h-o;iﬁin"i
show sympioms of distress, Mullea now began to
box with mote determination, s3 want of condition wa;
telling against the Usworth represemtative, many of whose |
eforls wera spent in tho air, and Yor the next thres rounds he
scored frequently, and cloverly evaded the returas ol M'Guire, The
lss: named, however, made a desperate bid for victory in the six-
teenth round, and gavra his ndversary norest, Bat this was an ex-
piring efiort, as, althoagh ha boxed pluckily and with great deter-
mination right up to the Litter end of the twentieth rouund, the |
exchanges were all in favoar of Mullen, who at the conclusion was |
returncd she winner, the verdict being a very popular one.

REVAR (8.—As rezerds the contest, it is worlthy ol remark
that it was foigh:t out on the fairest lines from stort
to flmsh, neither man seeking in &ny manner to ftake
unfair advantage of his opponent, thus furnishing an object lesson
to 82mo of the Lig guns of the profcssion who incessantly trouble a

during a battle, That both men wanted to win on this
on was evidentfrom the commencement, and when we stata
thers was not a single claim of foul from either side during the
whole of the tweaty rounds, and that after the second ronnd the
Em ;aprrnur p:n?a !::u:l tptndmu;lislur T] u.gliin fur holdiog, or
r tactics, it way ba thered that the ¢
cne, creditable to both winnﬁmﬂ loser, ehaocad Lok

It is interesting to note a couple of things about the report. One is the differences in the two
men. Mullen, at 29, had got four or five victories already under his belt. Both were around the
same height 5° 9"*” and 5°10”. Mullen weighed in at 10st 12lbs whilst John Edward (24),
whose ‘maiden effort’ this was, weighed in on the heavy side as 12 stone. The ‘marked
disparity in their appearance’ was noted. Mullen looked ‘fine drawn’ while John Edward
could have done to ‘reduce himself a bit’ and was said to have a ‘want of condition’. Mullen
was noted as the favourite. Even so, as the contest is reported, John Edward certainly fought
every step of the way despite a nasty bit of damage to his ‘peeper’ which by the 9™ and 10™
round was closing up. Mullen’s onslaught with his left is noted during rounds 11 — 16. The
remarks at the end of the article gave great credit to the fairness of the contest, creditable to

both winner and loser, and the determination of both contestants.

But we are left with some doubts about the eventual outcome of the contest because this

contradictory article appeared in a rival publication, The Sportsman of 19" March 1901.
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At the end of this report ‘the verdict was given to McGuire on points.” This reporter filed the

same account of the match to a third publication, The Sporting Man. Though many features

of the gruelling twenty round battle are similarly reported including John Edward’s bloody



eye and Mullen’s ‘straight lefts’ it seems certain that in the last paragraph the writer has
accidentally got his Mullens and McGuires the wrong way round. We must trust The Sporting
Life for the true verdict as the first advertisement notes that they actually appointed the

referee.

Nonetheless the match must have been both a great satisfaction and a great disappointment to
John Edward. It was a more than creditable first outing and he almost won the purse. Miles
Templeton of the website boxinghistory.org.uk told me a little of the context for John
Edward’s boxing activities. John Edward would have been seen very much as a local hero, a
representative of the sporting honour of Usworth pit and village. He would have been a
community celebrity, captivating their attention and the match would have occasioned some
heavy local betting. He would have probably been well ‘looked after’ by wealthier local
individuals. They would have made sure he was fit and eating well and free food may have

been sent to the family.

The next outing I can trace for John Edward was in June 1901 at Ginnet’s Circus in
Newcastle. During May and June The Sporting Life reported on a planned 20 round contest
between Jack McGuire and Jack Perry for a sum of £50.00.

Je IAGUIIE v. J. PERRY, FOR Z£75.
John ire_(of I.'lwonh) and J, Perry &ﬂwaoule) bave
ted J. Lowes' purse df £25 todecide their match at catch-
it for £25a-side at Ginnett's Circus, Newcastle, on m::l:z
'"f v next, The editor of the Sporting Life to be stakeholder H
oleree,

In a report of the match on 17" June Jack had won the contest in six ‘fast and fierce rounds’

rounds and the £50 prize money.



_ T " TWENTY ROUNDS QONYRSY, ~~ ~* =°
JACK M'GUIRE, OF UNRWORTH, DEFEATS JACK PERRY,
: OF NEWBOTTLE. . -
B1x Past AND FIRRCE ROUNDA, "
wﬁﬂwth: mnmu:il.to'mmt ' :.ﬂ‘fm itnr‘:’.
com on | [}
blows were the straighter of the two, mr:gh was moch more
!‘tnu in the swings of the Hibernian, and every blow that he de-
ivered raised a lump or a'bruiss. Unce he ﬂmth- right on the
, and the blow had .orce enough in it to @ Perry stagger
k ina very state. The latter was almost a beaten mam
when the sounded, and he nseded the minute’s rest which
g o s first ing the lead and them
nd 2,— Was very even, one taking { :
the other showing a tﬁl?:’ol-dm r:rly'hxtnt ight withs
the left in the face, and one of bis flush hits turoced on the tap
from M‘Guire’s nose. This mishap did not seem to bother the
Irishman, who landed several hard swinging hits on the side of his
rival s head. The bout was even in tke matier of poimts, but
M Guire bad inly done the most damage, and the respite pee
tween the rounnds most acceptable to Perry.

Round 3.—This time M*'Guire chs his tactics. He played fop -
the body, and landed severa! hits with both hands on the stiomash
add ribs. These visitations reduced Perry’s stature nulndalnﬁa_
and he was now no tal'er than his antagonist. This crouching
tude prevented M‘Guire from Mmhr:‘l stomach, but the
Irnshican landed-ssveral heavy righ ders on the side of hig
rivai’s head. There was not much to choose in the matier of ts,
as Perry hit very straight with his leit, and landed many
It was M'Guire’s round-1n the poiot of punishment, however.

Round 4.—This was aoother even round as points, bu
M‘Guire did all the forcing, and drove his antagonist round the
ring. He kept driving Perry round and round the ring, but there
was not much to pick between the combatants as regards points,
M*Guire’s straight punches and nght-handed swings had almowst
demoral sod bis adversary, who was showing the greatest pluck,

-

Though he was repeatedly described as The Irishman in this article Jack had been born in
Annfield Plan, Durham. His father Peter McGuire, who also worked at Usworth pit had come
from Cavan in Ireland. £50.00 in 1901 would have been worth around £6,000 today so it was
no mean amount to win. Again John Edward acquitted himself well. It is hard to believe,
therefore, that I can find no newspaper evidence of more fighting in the ring. Why would he
give it up at that stage?

He was obviously achieving some success and some acclaim for the ferocity of his fighting.



John Edward did not give up fighting altogether though. Obviously sensitive about his — or
rather his father’s Irish origins - in 1904 he got into a fight after a hotly contested election in

Washington.

Newcastle Evening Chronicle 10 March 1904

other electors. _ :

MoGuire said that Dixon called him an Irish
ig, hence the disturbance.
“Iﬂ_ that the blow was more of the

nature of « shove.
A fire of 5s. and costs was imposed, or 15s. 64.

in all. ) y
Arising out of the same t's disturbances

was case in which John MeoGuire, Patrick
and Richard Rourke were ohdrged with
s s wan semed John Dion10 va

Tom Richardson was evidently not John Edward’s preferred candidate. In fact I’d be fairly

sure that John Edward was supporting Father Machin, the Catholic priest, who attracted only



34 votes less than Thomas Richardson. I don’t know any more details about the incident with
John Dixon but the fact that it involved Patrick Merrigan, John Edward’s brother in law,
whose family were from Co Wicklow Ireland, convinces me that it may have had the same

issues at heart.

My cousins, Kevin McGuire and April Holder, have both told me a story handed down
through their branches of John Edward’s family. April’s mother, Veronica McGuire, was
actually one of the residents of Old Hall and so she had the account from an eye witness.
John Edward passed on his boxing skills to his sons Peter and John. They would go out
during lean times in the pit looking for private fist fights to earn money. On one such
occasion when they were due to fight, and hopefully bring home cash, the pigs head stew that
had been in the pot for days was thrown out by their mother. On their return home with the
news that the fight they were expecting had either been cancelled or lost their mother
promptly went to retrieve the remains of the pigs head from the waste and put it back in the

pot!

John Edward’s career as a boxer appears to have faded as quickly as it started. His career as a
miner also came to an untimely end. Just a year after the 1911 census, in which their housing
conditions seem to have been amongst the poorest, John Edward McGuire, my great
grandfather, died of Enteric Fever — otherwise known as Typhoid in the Isolation Hospital in
Chester Le Street, leaving a widow, Margaret, and five surviving children. His family had by
this time moved to Old Row. Margaret married another Usworth miner, Francis McMahon, in

1913 and went on to have a further five children.
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I am very interested in finding out if John Edward took part in any other bouts. If readers do
come across him in their research do contact me through the Washington History Society on
washingtonhistorysoc@gmail.com

Susan McGuire December 2020






