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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a virtual Meeting of the Parish Council

         Held on Tuesday 18th August 2020 at 10.00am using Zoom
1. Present and Apologies
Cllr Mrs Drury (Chairman), Cllrs Butcher, Bartlett, Hutchinson and Lister, and Mrs S Wood (Clerk). Apologies were received from Cllr Ms Farrington, Cllr Mrs Richards and Cllr Mrs Wyatt (prior commitments).  Two members of the public were present for item 6.
  6.    Proposal regarding access arrangements along the lane to Westwell cemetery

Brought forward with the permission of the Chairman.

The meeting was suspended to allow Jonathan Kydd and Frank Bortoli to address the Parish Council on the proposals.

Mr Kydd stated that the proposal is to transfer part of the Glebe Cottage driveway to Broadstone Cottage, and in exchange give up the easement of the right of way across Glebe Cottage land.  There will be a need to create a new access onto the cemetery access lane, which is owned by the Parish Council.  The proposal would realise a community benefit, viz more off-road parking.  Legal advice has been sought which advised that a Transfer Deed between Broadstone Cottage and Glebe Cottage, and a Deed of Easement from Westwell Parish Council are required, to be completed simultaneously.  A drawing to Land Registry standards will be submitted to all parties’ solicitors.  The Parish Council’s legal costs will be met by Mr Kydd.
Mr Bortoli noted that, under the proposals, an area of Glebe Cottage land will be released for additional parking, noting that visitors’ vehicles do, on occasions, block the lane to the cemetery.
The meeting was reconvened.

The proposals were welcomed in principle because it removes the shared access but creates additional parking.  It was thought that more information is needed, eg on the level, slope, entrance and surface treatment.  The Chairman suggested that a site meeting be held.  The occupants of Holly House have been informed of the proposals but not those in Coach House, who may be impacted by loss of part of the hedge and a light pollution nuisance from car headlights using the new access.  Mr Kydd noted that the elevation is 2.5 – 3.0 ft; the existing driveway goes up to this height and the slope will not be steep.  Mr Kydd acknowledged that the Coach House overlooks the hedge but not the part that is to be removed; the hedge is owned by Glebe Cottage and could be removed at any time.  Cllr Hutchinson felt that more information is needed and queried the impact of car headlights using the proposed access on the occupants of  Coach House.
The site visit was welcomed by the Chairman and Cllr Bartlett, but Cllr Butcher felt that overlooking and the impact of car headlights is not relevant to the proposal.  The Chairman stressed the need to obtain the views of all neighbours, noting that mitigation measures may be needed.

The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council acknowledges the request and has no objection in principle.  A site visit will be held to assess the practicalities, in parallel with the legal paperwork; the Parish Council solicitor is Harriet Thorneloe of Thorneloe & Co (now part of Halletts).  A new access to Broadstone Cottage may require planning permission [advice will be sought from ABC Planning by Mr Kydd], but the consent of KCC Highways is not required because the access is onto private land [the Parish Council-owned cemetery access lane].  The proposed access falls outside the Westwell Conservation Area (CA), because although Glebe Cottage is inside the CA, Broadstone Cottage is outside.
The Clerk will arrange a site meeting (respecting social distancing) and will contact Ms Thorneloe re the Deed of Easement.                                                                                                          ACTION:  SW
2. Declarations of Interest
There were no Declarations of Interest.
3. Planning
3.1 Planning applications
3.1.1 20/00929/AS  Vatre Terracotta Ltd, Maidstone Road, Hothfield
Retrospective application for use of land for temporary external storage
It was noted that stock accumulated on site when lockdown occurred, necessitating the planning application.  Banyan Retreat is closed until 2021 (sessions are being held online) and is not, therefore, affected by the application.  It was proposed that the application be supported. 
Resolved:

That the application be supported.                                                                                     ACTION  SW
3.2  Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda

No planning applications have been received.

3.3  Matters arising on other planning applications

3.3.1   20/00217/AS  Bridgewood Farm, Watery Lane  It is not yet known when this will be taken to the Planning Committee. The Chairman will draft the planning reason for the request that it goes to the Committee; it is not now sufficient that it is at the request of the ward member.
3.3.2   S20 Eureka Park   There has as yet been no feedback from DHA Planning on the notes of the meeting with councillors.  Cllr Bartlett has been invited by Kennington Community Council to its meeting with DHA Planning, and will attend as chairman of the SLRA and  as a Westwell Parish Councillor.  The Chairman noted the need to comply with the Local Plan, and attention will then turn to the quality of the development.
4. Ratification of the Parish Council’s Accessibility Statement
The draft Accessibility Statement was tabled.  To meet the new Accessibility Regulations, the Parish Council website has been migrated to the HugoFox template, which is compliant.  Under the Regulations, an Accessibility Statement must be available on the Home Page of the website and the draft has been uploaded ahead of the deadline for compliance.  It was proposed that the draft Accessibility Statement be ratified.
Resolved:

That the Parish Council’s Accessibility Statement be ratified.
5. RoSPA playing field safety inspection report
The report was received and noted.  It will be discussed at the September meeting, when Cllr Ms Farrington will be present.
6. Proposal regarding access arrangements along the lane to Westwell cemetery 
See above.
7. Items for next Parish Council meeting
7.1  HIP:  The updated draft HIP and a covering email will be sent to KCC Highways, for ratification at the September meeting.
7.2    Playing field inspection report
7.3    Parish Hall Management Committee report and update on improvements:  An application for a grant will be made to the ward member by the Hall Committee.  The hall remains closed because it is not cost-effective to open, given the cost of clean down.  
Date of next meeting
Monday 7th September 2020 via Zoom.
The meeting closed at 10.45am.[image: image1.jpg]
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