




Minutes

The Minutes of a Meeting of Ampfield Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Ampfield on Monday, 10th March 2008 commencing at 7pm.

PRESENT: 

Miss M. I. Rothwell (Chairman) – Presiding

Mr. E. H. Butcher, Mr. A. Clarke, Mr D. J. E. Gilks, Mr J.A. Jones, 
Mr. B. W. Nanson, Mr. G. C. A. Roads, Mr D.Stevens.
1456 
Apologies for Absence

Apologies had been received from Mr.G.J.Choules and from Mr M.D.Hatley.
1457
Minutes 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 14th January 2008, having been circulated previously, were confirmed by the Meeting and signed by the Chairman. 
1458
Matters Arising from the Minutes 

There were no Matters Arising which were not covered by items on the agenda.


1459
Public Participation

No members of the public were present.
1460
Composition of Council
A new Act of Parliament had been introduced which might affect the process by which Council membership could be changed. Advice was awaited from the Electoral Services Manager at Test Valley Borough Council (TVBC).
1461
Parish Assembly

Council agreed to bring forward agenda item 18 for early discussion.

Arrangements were well in hand for the Parish Assembly on Monday 21st April 2008. Three estimates had been sought to print the Parish Newsletter and a new delivery rota had been drawn up. Refreshments would be provided by the W.I. as usual and the Clerk would write to Mrs Swan to thank her and her colleagues for their support.
1462
Recreation Ground
1462.1
Project Costs

There had been no change to the project costs. The remainder of the Devine Homes money had now been received. A further grant from TVBC was expected to offset some of the costs of the playground installation. 
1462.2 Inspection rota

The inspection regime was now in place and working well. Mr Nanson and the Clerk had attended a playground inspection course managed by TVBC. This was an examined course and both had obtained pass certificates. Council agreed that is was not necessary to seek checks from the Criminal Records Bureau on those who were involved with the routine playground inspections.

Council had accepted a quote from TVBC of £55 per visit to conduct the 6-monthly operational inspection.

1462.3 
Playground signs and emergency contact numbers

Signs had now been put up on each of the three gates with a free-standing sign placed outside the perimeter on the north side of the playground. The signs gave contact numbers to call in case of problems. Mr Nanson had tested the number the previous Sunday but had had to leave a message on an answering machine as no-one took the call; he had not been contacted after several days. Council was very concerned about this failure which had been reported to TVBC. A response was awaited. 
1462.4 
Re-design of Entrance

Mr Clark and Mr Nanson would meet with Caroway, the contractors instructed to carry-out the re-design of the entrance, to clarify requirements; it was hoped that work could get underway in April.
1462.5
Youth Development - football 
Ampfield Cricket Club (ACC) was putting together proposals for a youth football team which would start playing in the 2009/2010 season. Council agreed that, once the details were known, the pitch could be marked out and goalposts made available for training. Council also agreed to a Spring feed across the whole Recreation Ground to get the playing surface off to a good start. A quote from TVBC of £280 was accepted. 
1462.6 
Rents due
Payment of £150 for rent due for 2007/2008 was awaited from ACC. Next year’s annual rent would be £1450; ACC were aware of this but would be advised formally in writing. ACC would also be reminded that the rental lease did not permit sub-letting of the pitches.

1462.7
Rubbish in the Recreation Ground
A skip had been placed in the Recreation Ground to help get rid of various types of rubbish; Council expressed their thanks to Ace Liftaway for their generous donation. A black bin had now been placed near the new entrance to the Recreation Ground.
1463
Asset Register
Council agreed that a maintenance programme should be drawn up to help keep community assets in good condition. The issue of a 2-year contract with an option to extend was thought to be a sensible approach. Mr Clark would arrange to review the condition of all assets as a starting point; a definite list could then be drawn up. Council would discuss the next steps in more detail at its meeting in May.
1464
Parish Notice Boards
New notice boards for Beechwood Crescent and Hookwood Lane had been installed; insurance cover had been arranged. A grant from TVBC of £1000 towards the cost of the boards was expected before the end of the month.
1465
Quality Parish Status
The scheme required the Clerk to obtain the Certificate in Local Council Administration. Council agreed that Mrs Matthews would attend workshops in March and May, run by the Hampshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) in Winchester, as initial preparation for completing the required portfolio. Kate Rowlandson, the Parish Liaison Officer at HALC, would attend the Parish Assembly and outline the merits of quality parish status to Parishioners.
1466
Financial Matters

1466.1  Accounts for payment

It was proposed by Mr. Nanson, and seconded by Mr. Jones, that the following accounts be paid:

Cheques to be signed at the meeting



    £ (inc VAT)


BTCV subscription - Friends of Chapel Wood


35.00


HALC CiLCA training for Clerk




30.00

SLCC-CiLCA registration fees




70.00

Doreen Matthews - March 08 salary


             467.71

Doreen Matthews - April 08 salary



             467.64
HM Revenue & Customs March 08 


             183.48
HM Revenue & Customs April 08 



             183.55
Doreen Matthews- Admin expenses Jan -March 08

              
82.85
           1520.23
Payments made between meetings:




   £ (inc. VAT)
Rev Gilks purchase of Burial Register 



39.50

HALC - CiCLA workshop 




10.00

County Locksmith- key sets for playground inspection rota 
             124.71

Audit Commission - fixed fee 



             646.25

The Sign House- signs for playground 


           1634.54

TVBC Playground inspection course & exam 

             140.00

PWLB - D/D Recreation Ground Loan 


           3016.66

           5611.66
A number of projects had not been completed within the expected timeframe and monies would, therefore, be carried over into the next financial year. As a result cash balances would be slightly higher than forecast. 
Council agreed that Forecast and Actual Figures for the current financial year should be shown as at the latest date practicable to aid understanding and improve budgeting.
            
1466.2 VAT 
VAT refunds for the second half of the year were expected to be around £3400.
1466.3 Ampfield Website
The White Horse had been unable to renew its sponsorship this year; other sponsors were being sought.
1466.4 Purchase of a Speed Limit Reminder Sign
Concern was expressed about the delay in purchasing the Speed Limit Reminder Sign. Appropriate places to position the Sign had yet to be determined; until that was done and the number of fixings identified, the full costs of the purchase would not be known. Mr Clark would discuss progress with Mr Hatley. The Clerk would talk to other local Parish Councils, who had similar speed signs, about the costs and fixings.
1467   
Parish Plan
There was nothing new to report; the Action Plan needed to be updated. 
1468
Review of Maintenance Agreement & Code of Practice for the Burial Ground
The Maintenance (now called Management) Agreement and Code of Practice had been amended to reflect the changes agreed by the Revd. Gilks and Ampfield Parish Council at the meeting on 14th January 2008. At the Revd. Gilks’ request, Council agreed that the payment date of the administration fee, made payable to the Parochial Church Council, be brought forward from December to April. On reflection, the ability of partners to place a memorial stone between two grave spaces after the death of the first partner, was thought to be impracticable. The uncertainty over whether the second partner would ever occupy the grave space meant that it was more sensible to place the memorial at the head of the first grave as usual. If the partner subsequently occupied the adjacent space, the memorial stone could be moved to straddle both graves. Council agreed that, assuming both parties continued to agree over the revised wording of the documents, it was not necessary to engage legal representation.

1469 
General Correspondence                                                                                                                                                                            
1469.1
Hampshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) Circulars
None received. Councillors were reminded that HALC no longer routinely sent out paper information sheets. Updates were now available on their website and everyone had been issued with the appropriate passwords.
1469.2 
Hampshire County Council (HCC) Circulars


Changes to the planning & related application registration requirements - consultation 
Traffic Order Proposals – 30 MPH speed limit for Ampfield & Braishfield Villages. 

Planning Hampshire’s future – Winter 2008 edition of their newsletter

New definitive map of public rights of way for Hampshire- Ampfield area
Test Valley Passenger Transport Forum – minutes and presentation copies from a meeting in October 2007 
1469.3 
Other Correspondence

Test Valley Community Services – letter of thanks from the transport manager

Condition of surface in Morleys Lane – letter from Capt. Caswell

Community Action Hampshire- invite to sessions hosted by BTCV

Road safety on the A3090 and walking to school – exchange of letters between Mrs Richards and Chairman of the Parish Council
Communities & Local Government- consultation on orders & regulations relating to the conduct of local authority members in England

Abbotswood – notice of public exhibition on 7 March 2008 by Green Issues Communications. 
1470 
Reports
1470.1 
Planning Committee 
The following applications had been commented on after discussion on: 
12 February 2008
08/00010/FULLS



Redlynch, Winchester Road
08/00058/FULLS 


Deer Park Court, Hursley
08/00179/FULLS



Chedworth, Straight Mile
08/00215/TREES



Kingfisher House, Knapp Lane
08/00210/FULLS



Barns at Grosvenor House

3 March 2008
08/00325/FULLS



12 Flexford Close
08/00188/FULLS



High Acre, Pound Lane
08/00239/FULLS



Great Close House, Winghams Lane
08/00355/FULLS



54 Flexford Close

08/00378/FULLS



Chapel Wood House, Knapp Lane

08/00433/TPOS



354 Hursley Road

08/00257/FULLS



Downderry, Hook Road

08/00010/FULLS Amnd.


Red Lynch, Winchester Road

08/00337/FULLS



Plot 2, 22 Beechwood Close

08/00341/FULLS



Redburn Farm Cottage, Green Pond Lane

08/00339/FULLS



Linden Cottage, Green Pond Lane

1470.2   Finance Committee

There was nothing further to report that was not raised under other agenda headings.
1470.3   Footpath Warden

There was nothing new to report although Mr Roads had noted that 2 trees were across the footpath on the route from Hilliers to Ampfield Wood. This would be monitored.
Hampshire County Council had published new definitive maps of public rights of way in Hampshire and Council had received 2 maps covering Ampfield Parish. Further sets were needed by Council for various activities but photocopying would be in breach of copyright. Additional copies would, therefore, be ordered from the Countryside Service.
1470.4 Test Valley Association of Parish Councils (TVAPC)
Mr Butcher and Mr Stevens updated Council on the subjects discussed at a recent TVAPC meeting. These included the new air corridor which was soon to be operational, the proposed Tesco site over which concerns had been expressed by local parishes and proposals for new permanent sites for Travellers. Everyone had expressed interest in a straightforward guide to Section 106 payments; TVBC would soon be issuing a consultation document about the future operation of such payments.
1470.5 
Hampshire Association of Local Councils (HALC)
There was nothing new to report that had not been covered by other agenda items.
1470.6   Public Transport & Highway Liaison (PT&HL)
The No. 46 bus route would soon go out to tender; there was continuing concern about the future of that route. The 3 Valley Railways Partnership was a very effective pressure group; Mr Clark would advise Council further about how it worked.
1470.7   Ampfield Countryside Heritage Area
Mr Hatley was not present.
1470.8 
Campaign to Protect Rural England
Plans for the walk around the Parish on 30th April 2008 were well in hand.
1470.9   Village Hall Liaison

The AGM would be held on 26th March 2008. 
1470.10 School Governors
Mr Butcher was now a member of Ampfield School Governing Board. He had attended a number of meetings and had taken part in a training session. He expected to get involved in the work on developing a common approach to the audit of accounts.
1470.11 Tree Wardens
Mr Roads had received a copy of the Tree Warden Monthly magazine otherwise there was nothing new to report.
1471
Highway Matters

1471.1. Speed Limits A3090
The public notice of the Traffic Order Proposals to reduce the speed limit to 30mph in parts of Ampfield and Braishfield villages had been issued. Consultations would now begin; results were keenly awaited. 

The Chairman and Mr Clark had attended separate public sessions about the Abbotswood development. It was indicated by the consultants that all approaches to Abbotswood would be at 40mph. The need for a re-modelling of the Jermyns Lane junction was emphasised. Mr Clark would also make this point in a presentation to the Hampshire Action Team meeting in early April.

1471.2 
Pedestrian Refuges

There was nothing new to report.
1471.3
 Safer Routes to School
Ampfield School Travel Plan had been revised and re-submitted in February. Council noted the exchange of letters between the Chairman and Mrs Richards of Green Pond Lane. Mrs Richards and other members of the Friends of Ampfield School had expressed concern about the speed and closeness of traffic on the A3090, and the dangers this presented, when walking children to school. Council sympathised with those concerns and were fully supportive of measures, including the erection of railings along the section between Morleys Lane and Knapp Lane, to protect children and other pedestrians.
1471.4 
Trucks in Pound Lane

There was nothing new to report.

1471.5
Building Projects in Knapp Lane
The Planning Committee had considered the retrospective application relating to Chapel Wood House and had recorded their objections. A neighbour had also lodged an objection to the new exit from the property onto Knapp Lane; this was considered to present a danger because of the bends in the Lane and subsequent poor visibility.
 1471.6
Condition of road surfaces
Council noted the letter from Capt. Caswell about the potholes in Morleys Lane and his concern about the safety of people and vehicles going to the Village Hall. The Clerk would try to identify the owner of Morleys Lane, which was known to be a private road, so that responsibilities could be established. The Clerk would also write to Hillier Nurseries, whose trucks and vehicles were the heaviest users of the Lane, to discuss what might be done to improve the situation in the short term.
 1472 
Test Valley Borough Council

Mr Hatley was not present.
1472.1 Correspondence
The Worshipful Mayor of Test Valley – invite to Andover Musical & Operatic Society’s patrons’ night
Local Development Framework Core Strategy Preferred Options- development plan document. 
1473
Chapel Wood


1473.1
 Friends of Chapel Wood
The Working Party now regularly had 8 or 9 volunteers which allowed much more to be done on a regular basis. Work on coppicing the Holly had now been completed for the season. The next session would concentrate on clearing some Rhododendrons from the top part of the Woodland.

1473.2 
Work in the Woodland
The new signs for the Woodland and the pond had been installed. Pictures had been taken and those, together with payment details, would be sent to HCC to claim the grant for 50% of the costs. Council noted the issues around the frequent use of bonfires to deal with arisings and other woodland debris. The practice was not always environmentally sound and could pose a safety risk as the bonfires could burn long after the work was finished. Mr Roads would consider a number of solutions, including the use of an industrial shredder, marking out a designated bonfire area and routinely putting out any bonfire before the site was vacated. It was agreed that the proceeds from any sale of logs could be used towards the purchase of bulbs or the hire of a shredder.

1473.3 
Burial Ground

The yews were not thriving due to attack from wildlife. It was agreed that protective frameworks were needed; this would be done, probably in stages, throughout the new financial year. The frames would also provide a cutting guide.
  1474
Emergency Planning
No volunteers had come forward from the community to provide assistance in case of an emergency. Mr Roads would send the proposed risk assessment to TVBC and await the next steps.

Councillors were urged to comment on the risk assessment before its despatch to TVBC.

 1475
 Date of Next Meeting
It was noted that the next meeting of the Council, which would be the Annual Meeting, would be held on Monday, 12th May 2008 in the Village Hall, Ampfield commencing at 7.00pm.
 1476
Closure

The meeting closed at 9.25 pm. 
Chairman…………………………………………..

Date…………………………
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