NORTON BUCKLAND & STONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 6th JULY 2009

Present: - A.Trim R.Cox. M-C Oswald-Jones .F.Boucher  J.Childs

1
Apologies for absence


Apologies were received from Mrs.S.Steel.
2
Declaration of interest in items on the agenda


Councillor R.Cox declared an interest in item 5.

Councillor R.Cox and Councillor F Boucher declared an interest in item 6.

3
Consideration of any required changes to register of interest

None.
4
Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 11th May 2009 were approved as a correct record.

5
Matters Arising

The Chairman reported that he had received a telephone call from Mr.P.Lecamp Chairman of the Trustees of Norton Sports Ground regarding the natural play area.  As the Trustees are the landowners of the ground the Committee stated that they would be pleased if Cllr.R.Cox would contact the other two Trustees to discuss the mater and report back.
6
Allegations of misconduct against Councillors

6.1
SBC had advised that they were in receipt of a complaint of alleged misconduct from Mr Graeme Sergeant about Councillor R.Cox and Councillor F.Boucher. regarding declarations of interest. These complaints were considered on 12th June 2009 by the Referral Sub-Committee which is a sub-committee of the Standards Committee.

6.2
The decision regarding Councillor R Cox in accordance with Section 57A(2)(c) Local Government Act 2000 as amended, the Standards Assessment Sub-Committee was that no further action should be taken in respect of the allegation.  
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Mr.Graeme Sergeant advised the Parish Council that he would be requesting a review.  He subsequently advised the Parish Council that as he getting ready to fight a general election he would leave the review on Councillor Cox.
6.3
The decision regarding Councillor F.Boucher in accordance with Section 57A(2(c) Local Government Act 2000 as amended, the Standards Assessment Sub-Committee resolved that the complaint should be referred to the Monitoring Officer for investigation, under Code of Conduct.  The complaint will now be investigated in accordance with the Standards Committee (England) Regulations 2008 and a report prepared for consideration by the Standards Committee.
7
Parish Council Copyright Policy  


The Parish Council confirmed that their policy includes that no extracts are to be taken from their website material as the copyright is owned by the Parish Council.  The Parish Council also confirmed that it does not wish to be seen to be associated with any political party.


8
Donation Request.

The Parish Council had received a request for a donation from Vitalise essential breaks for disabled people and carers.  Although the Parish Council agreed this was a very worthy cause it is with regret that they are unable to support them as no allowance for a donation had been made in their precept.
9
Parish Maintenance Scheme


9.1.
It was noted that the mowing of the bank at the Trefoil had been carried out.

9.2.
Mansfields Farms had been contacted regarding the
need for the Millennium Hedge to be trimmed, as this had not been carried out it was agreed to contact them again to make a second request.

9.3.
Flooding at the front of the gate entrance to the Church had been corrected by Robert Boucher & Son Farm.

9.4.
A replacement notice board for Buckland was again discussed due to the previous one being stolen.
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9.5.
It was agreed to contact the Chairman of Norton Sports Club regarding the re-sighting of the current notice board.

9.6.
A request had been made to the Parish Council for a bus shelter outside Buckland Cottages on the A2.  The Parish Council had contacted SBC and KCC but were advised that no monies were available.

9.7.
KCC had advised that there will be a road closure at Deerton Street on or after 13h July for an estimated 11 days.

10.
Planning
10.1.
Permission has been granted at Bullion Cottage Lewson Street, Norton for the construction of a garage on existing hardstanding to the rear of the property and consent to replace a ground floor window on the rear elevation.

10.2
A Certificate of Lawfulness of proposed use has been granted for an outdoor swimming pool enclosure (proposed) at Rushett Bungalow, Rushett Lane, Norton.

10.3
Nos 1 & 2 Whinbourne Cottages, Provender Lane Faversham have been refused a Lawful Development Certificate for residential use (existing) in breach of the condition of planning permission NK/9/52/58/2584 for breach of agricultural occupancy condition.

11
Councillors Reports
Councillor R.Cox reported that the sign at the bottom of Norton Lane was facing the incorrect way; it was assumed that it had been dislodged by a lorry.  It was agreed to report it to KCC.

12
Correspondence

Repeated e mails have been received from Mr.Graeme Sergeant requesting minutes.
13
Finance

13.1
The balance of the bank account at 6th July 2009 was £3745.70p.
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13.2
The following cheques were approved and signed:-


00350
Norton VH Mgt Committee Hire of Hall 06/07/2009
 £   8. 00


00351
Clerks wages and expenses



 
 £602. 91


00352
KALC  8th edition of Arnold Baker Book


 £ 59.  00

14
Any other Business
A Refusal Notice for repeated information requesting minutes was issued to Mr.Graeme Sergeant under section 14 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

15
Items for next meeting


None

16
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held in Norton Village Hall at 7.30pm on Monday 7th September 2009

Meeting closed at 9. 00pm
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