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DENTON with WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL
www.dentonwithwoottonpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 
 
Chairperson - Cllr Allyn Thomas 
 

TUESDAY 25th JANUARY 2022 at 7.00pm 

DENTON VILLAGE HALL 

MINUTES

In Attendance:  Cllrs Graham Bevan, Bob Akehurst, Terry Hodges, Penelope James.
		Clerk – Cathy Skinner

		4 Members of the public
 
 
1. 	CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr Graham Bevan welcomed all to the meeting – Cllr Bevan will chair this meeting due to the absence of Cllr Allyn Thomas.
 
2. 	COUNCIL

    	 Declarations of Interest:
a) Declaration of any councillor’s interest in agenda items other than those registered at previous meetings. b) Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Significant Interests and   Voluntary Announcements of Other Interests (other than those previously disclosed), and a reminder to think of any changes to the DPI Register held at DDC, such as a change of job or home. c) Voluntary Declaration of other non-significant interests. d) Review of Councillor Responsibilities

Cllr James has written to advise the clerk that she has a personal interest in the Wootton Dog Show Committee which now has responsibility for the Wootton & Denton Cricket Field & Recreation Ground.

Cllr Akehurst has also written to declare that he has a personal interest in the Mallard Farm planning item from previous business dealings. One of the applicants also provides grounds maintenance services to the Parish Council.





			
3.  	PUBLIC CONTRIBUTION TIME

Adjournment of the meeting for parishioners’ questions and comments limited to items on this agenda. (This is the opportunity during the meeting for residents to speak – 15 minutes in total)

Members of the public asked the council to support a grant request under Item 9 (e) on this agenda.

New highways laws are coming into force soon – can signs be put up to inform road users? To be discussed at the next meeting.

4. 	TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 23rd NOVEMBER 2021

The minutes of the last meeting held on 23rd November were agreed to be a true and accurate record, proposed by Cllr Hodges, seconded by Cllr Akehurst. AGREED

5.	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (WHICH ARE NOT COVERED IN THIS AGENDA)

	None.
 
6.  	DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

	After the meeting DDC Cllr Mark Rose submitted the following report:

	DDC Report

It’s been fairly quiet over the Christmas holiday period

Covid figures going down and Kent doing well due to strong vaccination uptake x 3 jabs

Mears working with DDC to reduce large number of backlogged repairs and jobs for DDC housing stock. Previous East Kent Housing issues, well documented and covid pandemic being the transfer of ownership back in house at DDC as the main issues on workforce and jobs completion. Mears expect 50% backlog of jobs to be completed by April 2022 and new labourers recruited to fill workforce voids since Covid.

Recent problem DDC planning approvals have caused some distress. One successful case has seen a total demolition after civil courts were involved, which we support the resident’s severe concerns there after endless refusal to remove recent out-of-character DIY style building works...perhaps other residents might wish to pursue their rights if all else fails or their opinions are being ignored or pushed aside.

Recent new style Veolia bins ordered for River court have finally been located onsite, after a long delay and intervention by DDC and parish councillors.

Updates this week in scrutiny show DDC community services and Kent police reveal the new digital CCTV systems in place for Dover, Deal and Sandwich had a serious impact on reduction of visible crime last 12 months and also positive convictions. Dover now has the 2nd lowest crime rates in East Kent with Folkestone being the top reduction. We have requested a few pilot acoustic speed cameras to add to the assets to Police and DDC officers.
A recent high-profile murder case successfully made a positive suspect identification and correct arrest as a direct result of these CCTV assets already being in place.

As part of ongoing plans for better enforcement, (both your DDC councillors have both strongly supported this) Pleased to report DDC plans are now in place for outsourced dog fouling detection and fines, litter and fly tipping and parking PCNs etc. We all hope this enforcement will provide much faster reporting and eventual behavioural changes long overdue locally.

End of report

7. 	COMMUNITY MATTERS & REPORTS FROM POLICE/PCSO/NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

	Nothing to report from the Police at this meeting – CRAG and Rural reports due in February.
Neighbourhood Watch: Cllr Akehurst reported that the recently introduced information system is causing come confusion (neighbourhoodalert.co.uk). Cllr Hodges reported that the mounted volunteer scheme is progressing and that a local volunteer will soon be out and about.

8.	PARISH

i. Highways, footpaths, public rights of way

Moving the 30mph limit – ongoing.
Several stiles are in poor repair on footpaths around the parish – to be reported to KCC.
a. Acoustic Cameras – Cllr James believes that these will be useful and asked if they can be used at temporary sites? DDC already testing then in a couple of locations in the District. To be discussed at the next meeting.
b. Informal “20 is Plenty” signage in Wootton – Cllr James will review materials to be used in proposed signage and fixing methods.
c. Maintenance of Parish Council owned signage – the signs owned by the parish council need cleaning – the clerk will create a map showing location of signs around Denton and Wootton so that a plan can be agreed.
d. LHRC road closure management – Concern was expressed that the operatives used to manage road closures in Wootton in 23/24 October 2021 were untrained, and put into vulnerable situations.  They had not been supplied with the correct PPE, and signage was not supported with sandbags and was located in the wrong places. Operatives need to work to an accepted KCC code of conduct and best practice. KCC’s requirements for the closures have not always been met.
e. Wootton War Memorial – Cllr Hodges mentioned that it had been constructed in 1923 and belonged to the Parish and is recorded and insured under our asset register. Parts of the Memorial are beginning to show the results of passage of time and we need to be prepared for the fact that in the not too distant future, money will need to be spent on renovation. Nothing requires attending to for the moment however, Cllr Hodges has established that Orlestone Oak Ltd of Ashford, would be able to renovate, repair, replace as and when needed.

ii. Village green 

Nothing to report – Cllr Bevan will investigate the road surface at Wootton Parkside as he believes that the surface is temporary following installation of a new water main.
 
iii. The Green Canopy Project and Platinum Jubilee 2022 

27 trees have been planted on the Wootton & Denton Cricket Field & Recreation Ground and photos will be taken, a plaque will be purchased, and the location recorded on the official Queen’s Green Canopy Project website.

iv. Community Broadband – Wootton

A new voucher scheme has been opened but it will be paused on 6th April. Cllr James is in frequent contact with KCC who are assisting her in moving the scheme forwards. The voucher value is £2.5K for residential properties and £3K for businesses.

v. Village Clean-Up – April 2022

Scheduled for 9th April at 10am.
		
9. 	FINANCE

a. Payments and Finance Report
Subject to an amendment on the finance report for Blakeney House to show a total of £322.45, the finance report and payments were approved.

At the next meeting the war memorial maintenance will be discussed and replacement of 1 benches and purchase of a new bench agreed. Clerk to obtain quotes.

c.  Precept 2022 – 2023
It was agreed that the precept for 2022/2023 will be £13800, proposed by Cllr Bevan,       seconded Cllr James AGREED.

d. Grant Request - Denton Village Hall play area, to be considered at a future meeting.

e. Grant Request - The Wootton & Denton Cricket & Recreation Ground Committee

During public contributions time, representatives explained that the pavilion needs a new roof and repairs to the walls. An application has been submitted requesting a grant of £5000 from the Parish Council. The estimate for the repairs is £25,000 plus an additional £5000 for a kitchen. There is currently £10000 available to start the project. Two quotes have been obtained, one to repair and one to replace the pavilion. Cllr Bevan has considered the grant request and noted a few points:

· that the accounts have not been approved or audited
· 3 quotes are required and that these need to be in line with a specification for the works.
· The estimated costs are too low.

In view of the questions raised and the requirement that the Parish Council carefully consider how public money is spent, it was agreed that further information is required and that this could be discussed at a separate meeting. In the interim Cllr Bevan will investigate fund management which may support the project.

10. 	PLANNING

i. Applications or Decisions Received at date of meeting

a. 21/01898 – Proposal: Erection of a detached barn for light industrial use and extensions to existing Blue Barn, Stable Barn and Dutch Barn and creation of additional parking and cycle storage (existing portacabin and containers to be removed) Location: Mallard Farm, Shelvin Farm Road, Wootton, CT4 6RL.

No objection but DDC will be asked to consider how light pollution can be avoided and if necessary, impose a condition on any approval.  And a second condition be that the new buildings will achieve a BREAM Rating of Very G – not a “should” but a “will”.  

b. 21/01642 – The Thatched Cottage, Canterbury Road, Denton, proposed erection of a detached outbuilding. GRANTED

Decision noted.

c. Ref. No: 22/00026 - Erection of a detached annexe for dependent relative (existing outbuildings to be demolished) - Homewood Farm, Agester Lane - Homewood Farm Agester Lane Denton CT4 6NR .

No objection.
ii.	Local Planning Matters – items of interest/updates:

•	Deacon Landscapes site – nothing to report
•	New build at Wootton Park – nothing to report
•	Land at Dumbrill Hill – follow up with DDC 
·        LHRC 
Cllr James stated that residents reported intrusive noise from PA systems for the Cyclocross event held on December 19, 2021. This event is supposedly a “quiet event” and one which should not cause intrusive noise.  Furthermore, the event was listed to start at 9.30am which is before the Sunday start time of 10.30am – thus breaching LHRC’s Planning Conditions.  
The Judicial Review will be heard on 15th February.

11.	SUSTAINABLE RURAL ENERGY GENERATION

To consider a paper prepared by Cllr Thomas.  There are many questions, it was agreed that Cllr Thomas would progress and discuss the project at the next meeting.

12.	VILLAGE HALLS & RECREATION AREAS 

The Parish Council will be asked to consider funding for a joint Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebration to be held on the June Bank Holiday – 5 June, 2022 possibly on the Wootton & Denton Cricket Field & Recreation Ground – to be considered at the next meeting.

13.	CORRESPONDENCE

From DDC Cllr Mark Rose regarding Zoom meeting request and a requirement for the Parish Council to have a Plan B should a further lockdown occur. NALC are negotiating with Central Gvt to allow remote meetings to be held if a council wishes it. The suggestion that parish council meetings should be live streamed presents a few issues in this area and would involve additional expense.
 
13. 	CLOSURE OF THE MEETING  

	There being no further business, Cllr Bevan called the meeting to a close at 2037.
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