Ospringe Parish Council
The Annual Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 8th May 2019 at the Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane, Ospringe.  The meeting commenced at 8.00 pm
Present:
A Keel – Chairman
H Williams
B Flynn
C Elworthy
J Dean-Kimili 
Cllr A Bowles

K. Lockwood Clerk
Apologies:
[bookmark: _Hlk500505118][bookmark: _Hlk500529042]A Greason 
[bookmark: _Hlk531978552]R Simmons
Cllr D Simmons
059/19 Election of Officers
Cllr A Keel was nominated as Chairman by Cllr H Williams and seconded by Cllr J Dean-Kimili.
Cllr A Keel signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Parish Council Chairman.
Cllr A Keel nominated Cllr B Flynn as Vice Chairman, seconded by Cllr H Williams.
Cllrs A Keel, H Williams, B Flynn, C Elworthy and J Dean-Kimili signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Parish Councillor during the meeting.

Cllr J Dean-Kimili agreed to be one of the KALC Swale Area representatives.  The Chairman to ask whether Cllr R Simmons would continue to be the other representative.

The Chairman to ask Cllr A Greason whether he would continue to be Footpath representative.  The council noted that the deadline for registering unused footpaths would be coming up shortly.
Tree Officer – it was agreed that all councillors should take responsibility for this.
Cllr H Williams agreed to be Ospringe in Bloom correspondent. 
060/19 Dispensations
Cllrs J Dean-Kimili, A Greason, H Williams, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept.
061/19 Public Participation
There was no formal public participation. Prof B Bennett and Mr Towler from PFCA were in attendance.
062/19 PFCA 
PFCA as an agenda item had been put over from the April meeting as there had not been enough councillors in attendance to properly deal with the matter.  PFCA had previously written to the parish council to ask them to support the building of a new Village Hall by considering taking out a PWLB loan to help finance the project.  PFCA had previously presented their Business Plan and reported on timescales for the project.  

The parish council considered the matter at length.  The parish council had previously expressed concerns about aspects of the business plan and the presentation made by PFCA.  Before the parish council could consider financially supporting the project whether by way of a loan or otherwise they would need to be satisfied that the business plan was robust including accurate costings of the build process, a sound cash flow forecast, how revenue/funds would be generated up to and beyond the opening of the hall, and the level and type of usage of the facility going forwards.  The project should be shown to be sustainable in the long term for public money in the form of parish council grant or loan to be applied to it. The parish council would like to start from a firm basis from which they might consider applying for a loan; the exact amount of money that would be drawn down would need to be confirmed.  An email from PFCA on 29th March 2019 had stated a figure of up to £250,000 and councilors noted that this was several times higher than the figures previously suggested by PFCA.  Councilors were also mindful of the change in situation since 2015 when the council worked with the VAC in the proposal to purchase the Methodist Hall for a village hall.  The amount requested was significantly lower and there had been an existing physical asset which would have been purchased in the name of the parish council and therefore represented a significantly lower level of risk.

The precept would need to be raised in order to finance a loan. The amount of the increase would depend on the amount borrowed and the interest rate applicable at the time of drawdown if a PWLB loan. The parish council would need to consult parishioners and would need to see that there was widespread community support for the project. The community would have to be made aware that the precept would need to be increased and the likely extent of the increase.  The council is mindful of its responsibility towards the taxpayer and future generations of taxpayers.  

Further investigation would be necessary in due course such as fact finding about loan repayment models, conditions attachable to grants, and terms of any loan agreements between parish councils and charitable bodies, other cases/models where similar situations had occurred elsewhere etc.

Cllr Bowles advised that the Internal Auditor and ACRE could offer advice and advised that there was currently no cap on how much parish councils could raise the precept by. 

Prof Bennett left the meeting.
063/19 Signing of Minutes
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd April 2019.
064/19 Matters arising
Highway Matters: -The gullies along the Eastling Road, as well as on Brogdale Road opposite the entrance to Brogdale, and on the corner of Water Lane and Mutton Lane have yet to be cleared.  Cllr A Bowles reported that KCC have plans for a program to increase gully clearance. He had sent the details of the scheme in an email to the Clerk.  He also gave the contact details for Katherine Morton so that the council could pursue the clearance of the gullies.  
Action: Chairman to follow up.

Lighting: - Both the lamp on the Brogdale Road, past the Oast Houses and Column L in Bayfield had not yet been repaired.  
Action: The Chairman to check cost of repair of the Column L and chase up the repair to the lamp on the Brogdale Road

Playground equipment: - Mr Elvin had quoted to mend the bearings that had gone on the roundabout, to mend the climbing frame and seat, and to repaint.
Action: The Chairman to obtain an itemised quote from Mr Elvin for the repair work.
It had previously been agreed by council that if the Chairman was happy with the price, he should approve the installation of the bearings on the roundabout.  

GDPR:- the council is moving forward taking an incremental approach to GDPR.  Cllrs A Keel and C Elworthy have not been able to meet to review setting up councillor specific email accounts through Zoho.
Action: Cllrs A Keel, C Elworthy to meet and look at whether the parish council should progress setting councillor email addresses via Zoho.

Porters Lane & Plumford Lane: -The Chairman had not yet been able to meet with anyone from KHS to discuss measures that could be put in place to discourage large vehicles and other traffic from using the lanes.  This is a work in progress.  Much of the traffic is likely to be construction traffic to the housing developments on the Brogdale Road.

Cars parked on the Brogdale Road during Christmas event – the council noted that there had been subsequent events but there had been no more reports on the issue.

PCSO attendance at OPC meetings: - Two PCSOs had arrived to attend the meeting but had been called away in an emergency. Action:  Clerk to write and ask whether a PCSO could attend the June meeting.

065/19 Parish Councillor Vacancies
There are still two vacancies to be filled.
066/19 Standing Orders/Financial Regulations
These documents are still being worked on.
Action:  The Chairman and Clerk to look at the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.
067/19 Planning 
Planning applications for consideration:

19/501748/Full 1 Thatch Cottage Water Lane Ospringe Erection of a single storey side extension to existing rear extension.  We strongly object to the proposed construction.  We felt the plans and elevations sent with the applications are inadequate and do not sufficiently clearly show all the details of the proposal; including crucially the height and scale of the proposed new boundary wall adjacent to Arbory House.  The Design and Access statement was insufficient to clearly justify the proposal.  We feel from the documentation supplied that it is poorly designed and unsympathetic to the listed building of which it would form part.  We are also concerned about the apparent height and length of the proposed parapet wall which we felt, due to its location and scale, would significantly obstruct light for the conservatory belonging to the adjoining property. 

19/502148/nmamd Hillside Well Lane Ospringe ME13 0SD Non-material amendment: Proposed window to side gable at first floor level, roof light window to front & rear roof slopes and external staircase to approved balcony (original application ref: 16/507543/FULL). We have no objections.

19/502160/Sub Bayfield Farm Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0EG Submission of details pursuant to Conditions 4: Details of hard and soft landscaping and boundary treatment works, & 5: Details of materials (original application ref: 17/505182/FULL Our comment is as follows: we note that gravel is to be used to cover the driveway onto the road which could easily overspill on to the road causing a hazard. 

19/501982/Full Brook Farmhouse Whitehill Faversham Kent ME13 0DW   Demolition of existing 1980's wooden single storey garage/outbuilding in conservation area, and erection of a single storey timber-framed pitched roof outbuilding with log store.  Our comments are as follows: we stand by our original comments.  Additionally, we are surprised that listed building consent is not required given that the building is within the curtilage of a listed building which is indicated on the plot diagram. 

19/501555/Full  Scotts Farm House Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RW.   Refurbishment and improvement of existing granary to provide ancillary accommodation.  We have no objections and consider the proposed design to be a sympathetic use of a historic building. 

19/501564/EIFUL Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Variation of condition 37 of 15/504264/OUT (Outline application (with all matters reserved other than access into the site) for a mixed use development comprising: up to 310 dwellings; 11,875sqm of B1a floorspace; 3,800sqm of B1b floorspace; 2,850sqm of B1c floorspace; a hotel (use class C1)(up to 3,250sqm) of up to 100 bedrooms including an ancillary restaurant; a care home (use class C2)(up to of 3,800sqm) of up to 60 rooms including all associated ancillary floorspace; a local convenience store (use class A1) of 200sqm; 3 gypsy pitches: internal accesses; associated landscaping and open space; areas of play; a noise attenuation bund north of the M2; vehicular and pedestrian accesses from Ashford Road and Brogdale Road; and all other associated infrastructure.) to allow occupation of residential dwellings prior to completion of the off site highways works d) (Brogdale Road Footpath and e) (Brogdale Road/A2 junction).  Our comments are as follows: We are opposed to the variation of this condition.  The parish council has had long standing concerns about the accuracy of the traffic assessments/predictions especially in relation to the A2/Brogdale Road junction. Empirical evidence clearly shows more traffic movements at the junction than the reports suggest.  It would be detrimental to both pedestrian and vehicular safety due to traffic movements likely to be generated by 75 dwellings to be allowed before highways works covered by the condition are carried out.


Planning applications pending:
18/506189/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of Details to Part Discharge Condition 37 (Highways) Subject to 15/504264/OUT

18/502735/FULL Land At Perry Court Ashford Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YAErection of a new supermarket (Use Class A1) and a hotel (Use Class C1) along with associated accesses, car and cycling parking, lighting, drainage, hard and soft landscaping and associated infrastructure.

[bookmark: _Hlk3487257]18/505588/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YASubmission of details to discharge Condition 18 - Ecological Appraisal and Condition 20 - Letter from Simon Mason (Principle Archaeological Officer KCC) confirming Brogdale frontage sign off Subject to 15/504264/OUT

18/505796/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 17 (Mitigation Strategy - Protected Species) Condition 19 (Construction and Environmental Method Statement) Condition 22 (Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity Management Plan) Condition 25 (Contamination) Condition 31 (Tree survey, Impact Assessment, Protection Plan and Arboricultural Method Statement) and Condition 32 (Strategic Landscape Scheme) Subject to 15/504264/OUT

19/500970/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details pursuant to Condition 12: Samples of materials of original application 17/506603/REM)

19/500969/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to Condition 25: Remediation Strategy, Condition 30: Details of provisions to accommodate operative's and construction vehicles parking, loading, offloading or turning on-site, & Condition 36: Telecommunication Infrastructure details (of original application ref: 15/504264/OUT)

19/500742/FULL/ Peel House Porters Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0DR.  Demolition of existing garage and erection of a double garage.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
SBC Decisions: 
19/501474/TCA Queen Court Farm Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8UA. Conservation area notification for: 23 Common Lime trees to front and rear gardens to be re-pollarded back to original pollard points during 2019/20 and thereafter on a 3 year cycle; Line of Leyland Conifers in rear garden to be reduced by one third, to no lower than 6m from ground level. Approved – no objections.
Despite asking for and being granted an extension to respond to this application the Clerk informed the parish council that a decision had already been made.
The parish council feels that if they have been granted an extension and advised that their comments will be accepted then this should be followed through.
Action: Clerk to write to the case officer about the matter

2 Little Kennaways:-Graham Thomas had visited the site and responded to the Council’s email.
Action: The Chairman to circulate Graham Thomas’s email to the other councillors.

Willow Farm: -Planning Enforcement had confirmed that a site visit had taken place and that the height of the buildings conformed to the original planning application.
068/19 Accounts for 2018/19 Annual Governance and Audit
Internal audit 2018/19.  The Internal auditor Lionel Robbins had visited the clerk and internally audited the parish accounts. The parish council had at its April meeting resolved to exempt itself from an external audit for 2018/19 having met all the required criteria.

(i) The parish council considered the Internal audit report – Statement of Internal Control for the year ending 31st March 2019 as signed off by the Internal auditor.
(ii) The Council considered and approved the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 of the Annual Return) for the year ending 31st March 2019.  The Chairman and Clerk signed the Statement on behalf of the Council.
(iii) The Council considered and approved the Accounting Statements for the year 2018-19 (Section 2 of the Annual Return) and the supporting documents as provided by the Responsible Financial Officer who had prior to the meeting signed Section 2/Accounting statements for the year 2018-19 .  The Chairman signed the Statement on behalf of the Council.
(iv) The Chairman and Clerk/RFO also signed the audited Bank Reconciliation as at 31st March 2019.
(v) The Chairman and Clerk signed the Certificate of Exemption of a Limited Assurance Review for year ending 31st March 2019.
(vi) The clerk had circulated via email to councillors the internal auditor’s narrative report before the meeting.

The Explanation of Variance form and Explanation of high reserves form had been circulated to all councillors before the meeting, and was considered and approved by the council.  The Explanation form showed the Allotment funds of £21,485.18 and general reserves of £14,397.80.  The earmarking of funds had already been approved by the council at the April 2019 meeting.
069/19 Finance
OPC current account:

Payments for Approval:
Chq  No  1420	To Ospringe Parish Church for hire of room for OPC meeting	£20.00
Chq  No  1421	To BHIB Insurance 						£406.48
Chq  No  1422	To The Information Commissioner-ICO registration 		£40.00
Chq  No  1423	To Streetlights Ltd for 1st quarter maintenance contract		£231.78 incl VAT				
Chq  No  1424	To Lionel Robbins for Internal Audit				£100.00

Payments for Approval -Allotment Account:
Chq  No  0319	To MR FIX IT for hedge cutting, mowing, supply and fit new padlock on gate, repair strimmer.									£222.66
Chq No 	 0320	To A Keel – for postage/printing -Chairman’s expenses		£85.00

Current Account Receipts-the Clerk had received notification from SBC that 1st instalment of the lighting grant and the 1ST instalment of the precept was raised on 24th April 2019. Precept £3,750.00, Lighting grant: £715.00. 

Allotment Account Receipts-none reported.

EDF bills:- nothing to report.

Mr Towler left the meeting.
070/19 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence had been circulated before the meeting.
071/19 Members’ reports
The Chairman read out an email from Cllr R Simmons about the activities of the Friends of Ospringe Church.

072/19 Any other business
The latest A251 closure was scheduled to take place over 4 days during the bank holiday due to gas works.  There would be no access between Ashford and Faversham at North Street on the A251 and the parish council are concerned that this will put increase pressure on Plumford Lane and Porters Lane due to the volume and the size of vehicle that will be diverted through the parish. Disappointment was again expressly that there had been no prior consultation with the parish council despite previous assurances.
Action: The Chairman to follow up with Simon Jones from KCC.

The meeting ended at 10.30 pm.  Next meeting: 5th June 2019 
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