Report from DCC Cllr Ray Radford - September 2023

The month of August is always very quiet, not much happening at all, this is a little bit of what is going on at County.

Neither  have I got anything to report for Borden Gate area, although there must be, if you have anything, please let me know.

This is a time of significant change and opportunity for English local government as a whole. Despite the government increasing funding for councils over recent years, a combination of high inflation and rising demand has left local authorities facing some of their toughest budgetary decisions to date.

Our Director of Finance Angie Sinclair revealed that the authority finished the 2022/23 financial year £156,000 in the black on a revenue budget of almost £630 million.
But she warned that – in common with councils across the country – Devon continued to face tough financial challenges

The year since last June has seen all of us gain a better understanding our financial position, stabilising some area of the business which frankly were out of control, when they could/should have been in our control. Surges in service demand, not least in Adult and Children’s services make the task more difficult to predict and model financially, but the ‘new’ corporate Leadership team are clearly all ‘rowing’ in the same direction, despite events like the cost of living and Ukraine war impacting us, but with no influence over those events.

Last summer Angie Sinclair, Financial Director, warned councillors that Devon faced a £30.5 million overspend with a potential further £10 million on top because of soaring inflation. She called for urgent action to be taken across the authority to curb costs.

Council leaders set up a group of senior officers from every department to go through the budget line by line and identify savings.

An overspend in 2022/23 has been avoided through an organisational-wide response that resulted in a rigorous in-year savings programme.

We currently provide financial support to organisations helping people who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless even though we do not have a statutory responsibility to do so.
The proposal to cut the discretionary spending was originally made to help us balance our books in response to soaring demand for our statutory services.
Our contracts with providers will now be extended until the end of March 2024.
In the meantime we will continue to talk to Devon’s eight District and City Councils, working together to agree a way forward that ensures ongoing homelessness support across the county.
Councillor Hart made the announcement having listened to members of the public speak passionately of the impact that the proposed cuts could have on them and others at a special scrutiny committee meeting. 
Donna Manson, who is meeting regularly with District Councils’ housing services to discuss a way forward.

Our Trading Standards service is reminding businesses, such as takeaways, sandwich bars, care homes and retailers who supply certain single-use plastic items, that a ban comes into force this October, and that they should start thinking now about alternatives and where to source them from.

The ban includes all single-use plastic cutlery, trays, plates, bowls, and balloon sticks, as well as banning the use of certain types of polystyrene cups and food containers used to supply food that is ready to consume.

Devon, Plymouth and Torbay Devolution Deal 
  The Government has agreed to conclude a devolution deal covering Devon, Plymouth and Torbay this year. The deal will, subject to consultation, see the establishment of a Devon, Plymouth and Torbay Combined County Authority. It will not require a directly-elected Mayor nor costly reorganisation of existing councils. Devon’s District Councils will have representation on the CCA as will representatives from the business and education sectors. The CCA will have new powers and additional funding from Government to tackle priorities such housing, public transport, jobs, training and skills. Functions and resources of the Heart of the South West Local Enterprise Partnership will be folded into the CCA

Regards,
Ray
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