Annual Report of Middleton-Cum-Fordley Community Council 2022/23
It has been a very positive year with more community involvement in every event we have organised, along with monies contributed to chosen causes.  We have had a mixture of larger fundraising events, such as the Summer Fete and Autumn Fayre and many community engagement activities, organised for the well-being of the village and residents.
The Midsummer Quiz was, once again, held on the playing field and was hosted by Quiz Master Peter Vincent.  The evening was very enjoyable.
We provided the opportunity for different community groups to attend a First Aid training day at the Village Hall. DAC Education presented the course and those who attended left feeling confident of their up to date training and shared three improvements we could all make to our lives. – Know your what3words locations to help emergency services, register to use text for 999 emergencies, know how important time is when needing to use an AED.  This led to requesting a second AED for the Village.  A Community First Aid Kit was advised and purchased for trained First -Aider’s when at events.
The July boules competition was attended by so many, the car park was used as an extra pitch.  Jenny and Richard Turner were awarded the first prize.
Also in July, we celebrated the late Queen’s Jubilee at the playing field with music from the last seven decades, photos of past Jubilee celebrations and a picnic, complimented by sparkling drinks and a lovely cake.
The Summer Fete took place on the playing field with easy access for all our equipment, great facilities in the Pavilion and ample parking space.  The fete had a wide selection of food and drink on offer, many village stalls and games staffed by volunteers from the village.  Silmor entertained us with live music and the Dog show arena was a constant hubbub of activity.  The event was a great success and raised nearly £2,000.
The Autumn Fayre was held in October at The Bell.  The Random Blues Band entertained everyone from the barn and there were marquees to give cover if required.  All sorts of fun activities were available, mainly tailored to the young-at-heart, creative and food orientated.  It was very well attended and raised over £700.
Remembrance Sunday saw a wreath laid on behalf of the Community Council by the Reynolds family.
Santa Boules in early December was a busy affair, with plenty of festive competition. Jenny Turner and Graham Cooke took first place.
A Christmas Celebration for the whole village was held on the Village Green and at The Bell.  It began with the switching on of the new LED lights on the green at 4:30pm, followed by a procession back to the Bell to be entertained by Wrentham Brass Band.  Everyone dressed warmly and enjoyed the nibbles, singing and raffle.  This year the proceeds of the raffle were split between local Shelter and Leiston Food Bank.
Our celebration picnic for the coronation of King Charles III was very well attended, the sun shone, we chatted, and residents enjoyed a marvellous cake whilst listening to Piccadilly Swing.
The Community Council have bought another two heavy-weight gazebos which we also loan out to other village organisations and events.  We purchased another large circular bench for the playing field and provided online Food Hygiene training for members.
The £100 Young Person’s Bursary was awarded to Amy Heather towards the purchase of a bigger lens for her camera and every child/young person under 18, resident in the village, received a £10 voucher for Christmas.
Written on behalf of Middleton-cum-Fordley Community Council.
