AWBRIDGE NDP WORKING GROUP
NOTE OF MEETING ON MONDAY 15 AUGUST 2022


Attenders:  Charlotte Wheatstone, David Coggon, Pat Warrener, Bridget Davies, Fred Tucker, Sara Kenyon, Jo Lees, Sharon Brentnall, Sarah Hughes (TVBC) 

Apologies for absence:  Gordon Piper, Louise Preget, Alina Mackenzie.  

In the absence of Gordon Piper, Charlotte Wheatstone took the chair.

Note of meeting on 11 July 2022:  An addition was made under AOB, noting that to help in development of the NDP, it had been agreed that Louise Preget would request data on our area from the Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre partnership.  This was the only identified action from the last meeting, and had been completed.  
.
Update on grant applications:  The outcome of the application from the Parish Council to TVBC for £1,000 was still unknown.  David Coggon would check with Ian Milsom (Parish Clerk) at the next meeting of the Parish Council on 1 September.  

Report on site visit by Sharon Brentnall:  Sharon was pleased with the site visit, which she felt had given her a good understanding of the village that would help in drafting of text for the NDP.  She asked members to suggest any other relevant features of the village that might not have been picked up during the visit.  Jo Lees highlighted the value of the strip of woodland behind the old Post Office as a green space.

Vision statement:  Examples of vision statements from other NDPs had been circulated, and in the light of these, two members (Jo Lees and Louise Preget) had suggested possible points for our vision statement.  These were discussed, and it was noted that the draft statement needed to be short and to focus on elements that were specific to our community.  It was agreed that we should highlight our wish to maintain the current landscape of the village, with almost all housing arranged linearly on through roads/lanes, and distributed across a collection of small hamlets separated by green spaces.  The rural character of  the village should be preserved through relatively large gardens, linked to open countryside via green corridors that would help to support biodiversity.  Within these constraints, new housing should be modest in size (one, two or three bedrooms), making it better suited to young families and older people wishing to downsize.

It was agreed that David Coggon would draft some text based on these ideas, and circulate it to members for further discussion/amendment by email.  The aim then would be to bring a revised draft to the next meeting of the Working Group, where it could be agreed.

Action:  DC

Future steps for Working Group and timing  

Following her site visit, Sharon Brentnall had started work on draft text for the NDP, and would circulate this to the Working Group (via David Coggon) by the end of the month.

Action: SB, DC
 
David Coggon would circulate a first draft of the vision statement to members within one week.

Action:  DC

The general aims of the vision statement would need to be developed in greater detail in a series of objectives, and David Coggon would aim to circulate some draft text for those objectives within two weeks.  To assist in this, Sharon Brentnall would send the Working Group a copy of a sustainability themes and objectives table.  Our aim should be to focus on objectives specific to our village that would not be covered by objectives set at a higher level.

Action SB, DC

It was unlikely that the NDP could come up with specific proposals to improve road safety in the village beyond the measures that were already being implemented by the Parish Council.  However, those measures were unlikely to address fully the concerns about traffic that many villagers had expressed, and a need for further improvement should be included in the NDP as an aspiration.  The two main areas of concern were the problems arising from parking for the school in Danes Road, Romsey Road and Cowleas Cottages, and the safety of pedestrians travelling between the end of the footpath in Romsey Road and the driveway to the Village Hall.  The school is an important contributor to the local community, and efforts to reduce associated parking problems should be made in collaboration with its management.  As an initial step, it would be helpful to see its current travel plan.  Jo Lees would write to the School Office to request this.  

Action:  JL

It was noted that the NDP should take account of existing small businesses within the parish, of which there were several.  Sharon Brentnall would explore what information on this could be gleaned from Parish Online, and Fred Tucker would make some enquiries through personal contacts.

Action SB, FT

Sharon Brentnall undertook to circulate a further document outlining the tasks that would need to be completed beyond those listed above, with a suggested timetable.

Action:  SB

Discussion document on housing and development drafted by Chairman:  Although the Chairman was not present, it was agreed to have a first discussion of this document, taking advantage of the presence of Sarah Hughes from TVBC.  She emphasised that the NDP did not need to cover all of the topics that had been listed, particularly where they were adequately covered in the TVBC local plan.  Our aim should be to focus on points such as housing mix and design that were more specific to Awbridge.

Any other business:  Gordon Piper had emailed to inform the Working Group that as part of his consultancy, from 8 August he was working two days a week at Starland Estates (a company owned by a local developer with commercial interests that might be impacted by the NDP).  He had indicated that if the Working Group or the parish council felt that this posed an unacceptable conflict of interest, then he would step down from his position as Chair.

In discussion (with helpful input from Sarah Hughes), it was noted that by virtue of being local residents, all members of the Working Group had potential conflicts of interest, but the requirement for the NDP to be evidence-based and agreed by referendum provided a safeguard against undue influence of any individual member.  At the same time, it was important to guard against possible perceptions of unreasonable bias.  In a spirit of openness, therefore, all members should complete a conflict of interest form, similar to that completed by parish councillors.  In addition, where an item of business might give rise to a substantial conflict of interest for a member, that should be declared, and depending on the judgement of other members, that individual should withdraw from discussion and decision-making related to that item of business. 

David Coggon would obtain and circulate a copy of the conflict of interest statement used by Parish Councillors for members to complete.  

Action:  DC

Date of next meeting  
The next meeting will be in the Committee Room of the Village Hall on Monday 26 September at 7.30 pm, with Sharon Brentnall attending by Zoom (because of a preceding meeting elsewhere).
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