MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 14th SEPTEMBER 2026 AT SYDLING ST NICHOLAS VILLAGE HALL

Present:		Cllrs P Gower, D Tucker, A Newman, G Walker

Chair:			Cllr C Legg

Clerk:			Mrs A Crocker

Also Present:		No members of the public 

1.	To receive apologies for absence 

26.061	Apologies had been received from Cllrs Steve Shears and Anne Brown, together with Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes.

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests 

26.062	No interests were declared at this stage and no requests for dispensations had been received. 

3.	To approve the minutes of meetings held on the 13th July 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk235111243]26.063	A copy of the minutes had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Tucker proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Walker and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

4.	Issues arising from the last meeting for report only 

26.064	There were no matters arising not covered by the agenda. 

5.	To receive an update from the Chair 

26.065	Cllr Legg thanked Cllr Gower for the work undertaken to the fingerpost opposite the dairy. The quality is outstanding and its look very professional. 

6.	Democratic discussion period 

26.066 No members of the public were present. 

7.	Unitary Councillor’s Report 

26.067 A copy of Cllr Haynes report had been issued with the agenda. No comments were made.

8.	Finance 

26.068	To note the salary increase of 3.3% in line with the national pay award

	Noted.

26.069	To agree the payment of the honorarium of £75 

	This is paid each year for the cleaning of the bus shelter. Cllr Tucker proposed the honorarium is paid. This was seconded by Cllr Legg  and agreed unanimously.

26.070	To agree retrospective and current payment approvals for July, August and September 2026 

	The following payments were requested:

	Hugo Fox		Web hosting 17.07.26 to 16.08.26			       11.99
	Hugo Fox 		Email hosting 28.07.26 to 26.08.26			       20.99
	A Crocker		August 2026 salary + expenses	BACS069	     231.66
	HMRC			August 2026 PAYE			BACS070	       50.60
	Lloyds			Account charges 10.06.26 to 09.07.26		         4.25
	Lloyds			Account charges 10.07.26 to 09.08.26		         4.25
	Hugo Fox		Web hosting 18.08.26 to 15.09.26			       11.99
	HMRC			September 2026 PAYE		BACS071	       60.60
	A Crocker		September 2026 salary + expenses	BACS072	     270.09
	C Birch		Honorarium				BACS073	       75.00
		
	The total requested from the Precept is £741.42.

	Cllr Gower proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Tucker and agreed unanimously.

26.071	To agree the bank reconciliation and position against budget 

	A copy of the reports had been issued with the agenda. Both were noted. 
	
9.	To consider and agree the Retention Policy

26.072	A copy of the draft Retention Policy had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Tucker proposed this is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Legg and agreed unanimously. 

10.	To consider a new Village Hall Representative 

26.073	Cllr Tucker had informed the Chair that, after 30 years, she would be stepping down from this position. As Cllr Legg is also on the Village Hall Committee it was felt that the Parish Council is represented and it would not be necessary, at this time, to appoint a further representative.

11.	To receive reports on the following matters in the parish  

26.074	Planning applications 

(i) P/HOU/2026/04344	8 Marrs Cross – Erect garage and first floor home office. 

The date for comments had been 3rd September so the application had been considered by email and Cllr Shears had proposed the application is supported.  The comments were duly submitted by the Clerk in time for the deadline. 

26.075	Play Park 

	To consider the installation of matting at the entrance to the village green – This had been suggested as the entrance gets very muddy and the surface is being worn down. Cllr Walker will supply some easigrip matting to go down before the winter, to allow some time for the grass to grow through it. 

	Cllr Legg reported that, earlier in the year, he had been approached by Wessex Water for somewhere to store their equipment whilst they were working in the village. They were going to pay £4,000 for use of the site but Cllr Legg has kindly offered to give this money to the Parish Council for the play area. Wessex Water went on to say that they would be able to offer an additional £10,000 to go towards the play area on the understanding that they have some publicity regarding this. More funds may be available in the future. 

	Cllr Newman has checked the existing equipment and reported that the wooden frame on the zip wire is rotting. It was suggested that some metal plates could be made up to go around the timber to support the structure. In addition, the multi-play area needs new boarding on the floor and waterproofing. Funds do exist to undertake maintenance work. However, discussion took place regarding the potential relocation of the play park to the village green if new equipment was to be purchased. 

	Cllr Walker will speak to his contact regarding repairing the zipwire and how liability works with regard to renovation, rather than repair. 

	One of the goals on the Green needs replacing as it has broken. A request has been made for bigger goals, but this is known to create a problem as larger goals tend to encourage teenagers and young adults to play rather than children. Some spares will be purchased to repair the existing smaller goals.

	Cllr Tucker noted that, should the play area be moved to the Village Green, the current play park site could be used for parking and possibly installing electric vehicle chargers. However, the play area was gifted to the Parish Council. It would be useful to try and find out how much each area is used. This will be brought back to a future meeting for greater discussion.

26.076	Footpaths 

	A few path signs are missing at Upper Sydling and this has been raised with the Dorset Council Rangers. 

	Cllr Gower reported that his next project will be the fingerpost alongside the ford. Highways will be asked to provide a new post and install it. Cllr Legg will remove the old post and take it back to the farm and the top can then be removed safely ready for cleaning and renovating. 

	Way maker posts – The one by the Church has been restored and is back in place. The next one will be the one at Coach Road. Thanks are extended to Cllr Gower for all the time and effort he is putting in to restore the fingerposts around the parish. 

26.077	Police, Traffic and Roads 

	The August Police report had been issued with the agenda. 

	There are still several drains in the village that are blocked. These will be reported again. 

26.078	Tree update 

	The Spinney – The trees are growing up through the electric cables. This will be reported to SSE.




26.079	Flooding 

	Cllr Walker will try and attend the meeting coming up. At the moment things are quite calm. He will walk the section of the river through the fields to make sure the river is clear before the winter. A note will be sent to the relevant parishioners reminding them of their riparian responsibility. 
	
	Cllr Walker will also check the ditches to make sure they are clear.

12.	Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

26.080	None.

13.	Items for the next meeting 

26.081	If anyone has any points they would like raised at the next meeting or added to the agenda, please contact the Clerk by the 1st November.

14.	To agree the date of the next meeting 

26.082 Monday 9th November 2026.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.28pm
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Signed:…………………………………………………
