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Present: Cllr V Burke (Vice Chair) Cllr V Davies (Chair), Cllr T Main, Cllr G Silk, Cllr A Griffith 
 

In A+endance: Cllr J PeJ (WCC), Cllr D AbliJ (WCC), Cllr A Small (HCC), B Gibson-Ost, Parish Clerk, 
and one member of the public. 

 
Mee0ng started:    6.32 pm 

 
2607-1  Apologies for Absence 

Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Fowler. 

2607-2 Chair’s Remarks  
The Chair reported Cllr Hickmore’s resignation. Members thanked him for his contribution, 
particularly on biodiversity, and noted his wish to continue supporting biodiversity work as a 
volunteer. The resignation left three councillor vacancies. 

2607-3 Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests 
None declared. 

2607-4-1 Public Session: To Suspend Standing Orders 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standing Orders were suspended to allow for public questions. 

The Council received a representation about traMic speeds and pedestrian safety at the eastern 
end of the village, including East Meon Road / West Meon Road, Coombe Lane, Doctors Lane, 
Home Paddocks and nearby farm and equestrian entrances. 

Concerns included vehicles entering the village at inappropriate speeds, blind bends, narrow or 
absent footways, diMiculty exiting Doctors Lane, and risks to pedestrians and horse riders. The 
Council noted that previous work by the TraMic Group should be built upon rather than repeated. 

It was noted that Hampshire County Council had referred to the absence of recorded serious 
injury or fatal collision data, which those raising the matter considered unsatisfactory given the 
perceived risk. 

Possible measures discussed included speed-limit changes, a potential 20 mph High Street limit, 
formal speed data, additional warning signs and further escalation to Hampshire County Council 
and the MP. 

RESOLVED: To continue to support lobbying of Hampshire County Council and the MP, Cllr Danny 
Chambers, regarding traMic and pedestrian safety concerns at the eastern end of the village. 

RESOLVED: To explore the Hampshire County Council policy, process, feasibility and likely costs 
for a possible 20 mph limit through the High Street. 
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 RESOLVED: To continue to build on previous TraMic Group work rather than starting again. 

ACTION: Relevant correspondence with Hampshire Highways to be copied to County and District 
Councillors where escalation or follow-up may be helpful. 

2607-4-2 Public Session: To Resume Standing Orders 
Members RESOLVED to resume Standing Orders. 

2607-5 Reports from Outside Bodies 
Updates were received from County and District Councillors, including: 

• Winchester City Council small grants scheme remains open.   
• South Downs National Park and Winchester City Council Community Infrastructure Levy 

funding is available.   

Members noted with thanks the oMer by County and District Councillors to assist with Hampshire 
County Council correspondence and escalate where appropriate. 

ACTION: Clerk/Councillors to copy County and District Councillors into relevant Hampshire 
County Council correspondence where support may be useful. 

2607-6 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd June 2026 as a true and accurate 
record; they were duly signed by the Chair. 

2607-7 Co-Option 
The Council noted that no applications had been received for the three Parish Council vacancies. 
The oMicial notice was on the noticeboard. 

RESOLVED: To continue publicising the vacancies, including through local channels and an 
updated poster. 

ACTION: Clerk to update and circulate vacancy publicity as appropriate. 

2607-8 Clerk’s Report  
The Council received the Clerk’s report. The Clerk reported that a significant piece of work in June 
was the completion and submission of the AGAR, submitted to the external auditor BDO.   

• Annual leave: The Council noted that the Clerk’s annual leave had been approved by the Chair 
and Vice Chair for 7th–11th September and 28th September to 6th October. 

• Overtime: The Clerk reported six hours of overtime worked during June. 

RESOLVED: To approve the Clerk’s six hours of overtime for June. 

The Council noted that, with the next meeting scheduled for September, regular August payments 
had been included for authorisation at the July meeting. It was further noted that the Clerk’s payroll 
information for August, from CB Reid, was not yet available and would be shared with the Chair 
and Vice Chair once received. 

ACTION: Clerk to notify the Chair and Vice Chair when payroll details are received from CB Reid. 

The Clerk reported that grass beneath the picnic bench near the children’s play equipment 
(Headon View) required attention.   

ACTION: Cllr Silk to address the bench area. 
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The Council considered the latest play inspection report and agreed that it should be reviewed 
alongside the Winchester City Council annual inspection report when available.  It was noted that 
the Winchester report is currently delayed. 

ACTION: Clerk and Chair to review the Infinity Playgrounds report in conjunction with the 
Winchester City Council annual inspection report and report any recommended actions to 
Council.   

The Council noted the update in the Clerk’s Report from South Central Ambulance Charity 
regarding the potential provision of a defibrillator in Woodlands. Members agreed that any future 
proposal should be considered in the context of the wider parish, including other outlying areas.   

2607-9 Finance 
2607-9-1 Bank Reconciliation as of 30th June 2026 

The bank reconciliation as of 30th June 2026 was presented from Scribe and matched the bank 
balances, verified and signed by Cllr Davies – see appendix A. 

• Deposit Account: £95,123.80 
• Current Account: £11,389.14 

2607-9-2 Receipts and Payments   
NOTED: Receipts and payments to 30th June 2026 were received, as set out in Appendix B. 

2607-9-3 Payment Schedule for Authorisation 
The Council considered the Payment Schedule Authorisa8on List at Appendix C. 

RESOLVED: To approve the payment schedule, including the payment of £100 to South Central 
Ambulance Charity, £700 (ex-VAT) to Tree Assist (to be paid in August), and £1,020 to HALC, 
funded from the Legal earmarked reserves. The Payment Authorisation List was signed by the 
Chair and Cllr GriMith. 

2607-9-4 VAT Reclaim  
NOTED: The VAT reclaim for the period 1st April to 30th June 2026, in the sum of £1,926.43, had 
been submitted to HMRC. 

2607-9-5 Q1 Budget Position 
The Council received the Q1 detailed budget summary.  

RESOLVED: That the Quarter 1 budget to 30th June 2026 be received and noted. Members noted 
that significant expenditure related to the felling of the ash trees on the recreation ground and 
maintenance of play equipment. Both were planned and supported by budget provision or 
earmarked reserves. 

2607-10 Planning and Development Control 
2607-10-1 For Consideration 

• SDNP/26/02149/LDE. Peel House High Street West Meon Hampshire GU32 1LN. 
RESOLVED: No Comment. 

• SDNP/26/02300/APNW. Meon Springs Whitewool Farm Whitewool Lane East Meon 
Petersfield Hampshire. RESOLVED: No Comment. 

• SDNP/26/02455/LIS.  Graziers Alton Road West Meon Hampshire GU32 1JF.  RESOLVED: 
No Comment. 

2607-10-2 Decisions Made 

https://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TFY0ARTUL1W00&prevPage=inTray
https://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TGENNZTU0LI00&prevPage=inTray
https://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TH1378TULLE00&prevPage=inTray
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Noted. 

2607-10-3 Appeals  
None. 

2607-10-4 Enforcement Cases 
No enforcement cases had been received. 

2607-11 Road TraQic & Safety Working Group 
2607-11-1 NOTED: The earlier public session covered many traMic-related matters; Hampshire Highways 

had advised that no reported incidents were recorded at the location and that any further action 
would be subject to competing priorities. 

2607-11-2 Cllr Main reported on continuing correspondence about speed awareness and SID devices, noting 
that Hampshire Highways did not support an additional device where two flashing 30 mph signs 
already exist. 

Speed measurement on the A32: The Council considered whether to commission a speed tube 
survey to support a SID device on the A32. Members questioned whether the evidence would 
change Hampshire Highways’ position and whether this was the best use of funds at this stage. 

RESOLVED: That the Council will not proceed at this stage with the deployment of speed tubes on 
the A32 to collect traMic data. 

RESOLVED: To research the experience of other councils, including approaches adopted, 
outcomes achieved and lessons learned, to inform any future evidence-based case for support. 

Pedestrian warning signs: The Council noted that Hampshire Highways had oMered to install 
pedestrian warning signs near the A32 crossing area, with proposed northbound and southbound 
approach locations already provided. 
RESOLVED: To proceed with the pedestrian warning signs on the A32 crossing approaches. 
ACTION: Clerk to contact Hampshire Highways to confirm installation of the pedestrian warning 
signs. 

SID / speed awareness device: The Council noted that Hampshire Highways had provisionally 
approved one location for a Speed Indicator Device (SID) at the eastern end of the village, near the 
nursery. It was further noted that proceeding would require payment of an annual licence fee for 
the location, in addition to the purchase and installation of the device and ongoing maintenance 
costs. 
Members noted that Hampshire County Council’s site-review fee had increased from £300 to 
£450 and that full SID purchase, installation, licence and maintenance costs remained to be 
confirmed. 

ACTION: Cllr Main to forward the Hampshire Highways invoice for £450 to the Clerk for 
consideration at the September meeting. 

ACTION: Clerk to include a September agenda item on the SID device, covering purchase, 
installation, licence and maintenance costs. 

ACTION: Clerk to research the experience of other councils, including Hampshire parishes and 
relevant forums, to inform future decision-making. 
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2607-12 Parish Community Connect 
The Council noted that no parishioners had attended the most recent Wednesday Parish 
Community Connect session and that only one session remained this year, on Saturday 3rd  
October. 

RESOLVED: To continue with weekend sessions for Parish Community Connect. 

2607-13 Grants Policy and Grant Limit 
The Council reviewed the current £500 grant limit before inviting applications from local groups. 
Members considered whether the policy should allow for higher awards in exceptional 
circumstances, subject to budget and legal power. 

The Council noted the importance of transparency and ensuring that any grant expenditure 
benefits the community and is supported by an appropriate statutory power of spend.  

RESOLVED: That the grant limit remain at £500. 

ACTION: Clerk to undertake further research into how exceptional grants may be managed within 
policy and legal frameworks and report back to Council with findings. 

2607-14 Open Spaces, Trees and Assets 
2607-14-1 Holm Oak Planning Application 

The Clerk reported that consent for removal of the Holm Oak included replacement planting 
species. Sapling Arboriculture had raised concerns that the specified replacement species may 
recreate similar issues in future.  Concerns included mature size, impact on the village setting, 
future root or structural issues, and aftercare. 

RESOLVED: To note the appeal / challenge and await South Downs National Park Authority’s 
response before deciding the Council’s next steps. 

2607-14-2 Holm Oak – Tree Works Quote   

The Council considered two quotations for removal and stump grinding of the Holm Oak (The 
Cross): 

• Tree Assist: £1,925.00 ex-VAT. 
• Bishops Waltham Tree Surgeons: £1,500.00 ex-VAT. 

Members noted that Tree Assist was more expensive, but that the Council had previous positive 
experience working with them. Given the proximity of the houses and road, this was a key factor. 

RESOLVED: To appoint Tree Assist to carry out the Holm Oak removal works. 

2607-14-3 Woodlands Entrance Sign   

NOTED: That the third Woodlands entrance sign had been installed. 

2607-14-4 Pétanque/Boules Court 
The Council considered draft planning application material from the boules club for the proposed 
pétanque court at the Recreation Ground.  The proposed location was noted as below the 
basketball court, with suMicient space retained for maintenance access (5 metres).  The Planning 
Working Group was generally supportive. Biodiversity was identified as the main area where 
further information may be required. 
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RESOLVED: That Cllr GriMith will assist with the planning application in matters relating to 
biodiversity. 

RESOLVED: To appoint Cllr GriMith and Cllr Fowler to support project liaison and preparation of 
information for future Council consideration alongside the Clerk, subject to Cllr Fowler’s 
agreement. 

2607-14-5 Infinity Playground – Play Inspec0ons 
NOTED: This maJer was considered under item 2607-8. 

2607-15 Governance Policies 
2607-15-1 The Council considered the draft Council Communications and Member / OMicer Relations 

policies, to clarify expectations around communication, councillor/staM boundaries and practical 
working arrangements. 

RESOLVED: To adopt the Council Communica8ons Policy. 
RESOLVED: To adopt the Member / Officer Rela8ons Policy. 

2607-15-2 
 
 
 
 
 
2607-15-3 

Future Policy Work 
The Council considered further governance work, including an HR policy, AI policy, role 
descriptions for working groups and community group link roles, and terms of reference for 
working groups. 

RESOLVED: Chair and Clerk to prepare the listed governance documents for consideration at a 
future meeting. 

Councillor Roles with Community Groups 
The Council considered councillor link roles alongside the future governance work. 
RESOLVED: Chair and Clerk to draft role descriptions for councillor link roles with community 
groups, to clarify expectations and boundaries. 

2607-16 Rural Parish AQordable Housing Need Questionnaire 
Cllr Silk introduced whether the Council should obtain up-to-date information on local aMordable 
housing needs and seek advice on the process for a housing needs survey. 

Members discussed available support from housing organisations and the potential value of an 
information or training session before deciding whether to proceed. 

RESOLVED: To explore the matter further before deciding whether to proceed with a local housing 
needs survey. 

ACTION: Cllr Silk to investigate the matter and report back to the Council. 

2607-17 Next Meeting 
NOTED: The next meeting will be held on 1st September 2026. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.38 pm. 
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Appendix A – Bank Reconcilia1on to 30th June 2026 
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Appendix B: Payments and Receipts to 30th June 2026 
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Appendix C:  Payments July – August 2026 (Authorised) List 
 

 

  


