Minutes of the Meeting of
West Meon Parish Council held at
West Meon Village Hall on
Tuesday 7" July 2026

Present: ClIr V Burke (Vice Chair) Clir V Davies (Chair), CllIr T Main, ClIr G Silk, Clir A Griffith

In Attendance: ClIr J Pett (WCC), Clir D Ablitt (WCC), Cllr A Small (HCC), B Gibson-Ost, Parish Clerk,
and one member of the public.

Meeting started: 6.32 pm

2607-1 /Apologies for Absence
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Fowler.

2607-2  |Chair’s Remarks

'The Chair reported Cllr Hickmore’s resignation. Members thanked him for his contribution,
particularly on biodiversity, and noted his wish to continue supporting biodiversity work as a
volunteer. The resignation left three councillor vacancies.

2607-3  |Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
None declared.

2607-4-1 |Public Session: To Suspend Standing Orders

Standing Orders were suspended to allow for public questions.

The Council received a representation about traffic speeds and pedestrian safety at the eastern
end of the village, including East Meon Road / West Meon Road, Coombe Lane, Doctors Lane,
Home Paddocks and nearby farm and equestrian entrances.

Concerns included vehicles entering the village at inappropriate speeds, blind bends, narrow or
absent footways, difficulty exiting Doctors Lane, and risks to pedestrians and horse riders. The
Council noted that previous work by the Traffic Group should be built upon rather than repeated.

It was noted that Hampshire County Council had referred to the absence of recorded serious
injury or fatal collision data, which those raising the matter considered unsatisfactory given the
perceived risk.

Possible measures discussed included speed-limit changes, a potential 20 mph High Street limit,
formal speed data, additional warning signs and further escalation to Hampshire County Council
and the MP.

RESOLVED: To continue to support lobbying of Hampshire County Council and the MP, Cllr Danny
Chambers, regarding traffic and pedestrian safety concerns at the eastern end of the village.

RESOLVED: To explore the Hampshire County Council policy, process, feasibility and likely costs
for a possible 20 mph limit through the High Street.
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RESOLVED: To continue to build on previous Traffic Group work rather than starting again.

IACTION: Relevant correspondence with Hampshire Highways to be copied to County and District
Councillors where escalation or follow-up may be helpful.

2607-4-2

Public Session: To Resume Standing Orders
Members RESOLVED to resume Standing Orders.

2607-5

Reports from Outside Bodies
Updates were received from County and District Councillors, including:

o Winchester City Council small grants scheme remains open.
e South Downs National Park and Winchester City Council Community Infrastructure Levy
funding is available.

Members noted with thanks the offer by County and District Councillors to assist with Hampshire
County Council correspondence and escalate where appropriate.

IACTION: Clerk/Councillors to copy County and District Councillors into relevant Hampshire
County Council correspondence where support may be useful.

2607-6

Minutes of the Previous Meeting
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 2™ June 2026 as a true and accurate
record; they were duly signed by the Chair.

2607-7

Co-Option
'The Council noted that no applications had been received for the three Parish Council vacancies.
The official notice was on the noticeboard.

RESOLVED: To continue publicising the vacancies, including through local channels and an
updated poster.

IACTION: Clerk to update and circulate vacancy publicity as appropriate.

2607-8

Clerk’s Report
The Council received the Clerk’s report. The Clerk reported that a significant piece of work in June
was the completion and submission of the AGAR, submitted to the external auditor BDO.

e Annual leave: The Council noted that the Clerk’s annual leave had been approved by the Chair
and Vice Chair for 711" September and 28" September to 6" October.
e Overtime: The Clerk reported six hours of overtime worked during June.

RESOLVED: To approve the Clerk’s six hours of overtime for June.

'The Council noted that, with the next meeting scheduled for September, regular August payments
had been included for authorisation at the July meeting. It was further noted that the Clerk’s payroll
information for August, from CB Reid, was not yet available and would be shared with the Chair
and Vice Chair once received.

IACTION: Clerk to notify the Chair and Vice Chair when payroll details are received from CB Reid.

The Clerk reported that grass beneath the picnic bench near the children’s play equipment
(Headon View) required attention.

IACTION: ClIr Silk to address the bench area.

July 2026 Minutes - Draft 2 Chair’s Initials.......ccceveeveiecnennenn.



'The Council considered the latest play inspection report and agreed that it should be reviewed
alongside the Winchester City Council annual inspection report when available. It was noted that
the Winchester report is currently delayed.

IACTION: Clerk and Chair to review the Infinity Playgrounds report in conjunction with the
Winchester City Council annual inspection report and report any recommended actions to
Council.

'The Council noted the update in the Clerk’s Report from South Central Ambulance Charity
regarding the potential provision of a defibrillator in Woodlands. Members agreed that any future
proposal should be considered in the context of the wider parish, including other outlying areas.

2607-9 Finance

2607-9-1 |Bank Reconciliation as of 30" June 2026
The bank reconciliation as of 30™ June 2026 was presented from Scribe and matched the bank
balances, verified and signed by Cllr Davies — see appendix A.

e Deposit Account: £95,123.80
e Current Account: £11,389.14

2607-9-2 [Receipts and Payments
NOTED: Receipts and payments to 30" June 2026 were received, as set out in Appendix B.

2607-9-3 |Payment Schedule for Authorisation
The Council considered the Payment Schedule Authorisation List at Appendix C.

RESOLVED: To approve the payment schedule, including the payment of £100 to South Central
Ambulance Charity, £700 (ex-VAT) to Tree Assist (to be paid in August), and £1,020 to HALC,
funded from the Legal earmarked reserves. The Payment Authorisation List was signed by the
Chair and Cllr Griffith.

2607-9-4 VAT Reclaim
NOTED: The VAT reclaim for the period 15t April to 30" June 2026, in the sum of £1,926.43, had
been submitted to HMRC.

2607-9-5 |Q1 Budget Position
The Council received the Q1 detailed budget summary.

RESOLVED: That the Quarter 1 budget to 30" June 2026 be received and noted. Members noted
that significant expenditure related to the felling of the ash trees on the recreation ground and
maintenance of play equipment. Both were planned and supported by budget provision or
earmarked reserves.

2607-10 |Planning and Development Control

2607-10-1 [For Consideration

e SDNP/26/02149/LDE. Peel House High Street West Meon Hampshire GU32 1LN.
RESOLVED: No Comment.

e SDNP/26/02300/APNW. Meon Springs Whitewool Farm Whitewool Lane East Meon
Petersfield Hampshire. RESOLVED: No Comment.

o SDNP/26/02455/LIS. Graziers Alton Road West Meon Hampshire GU32 1JF. RESOLVED:
No Comment.

2607-10-2 Decisions Made
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Noted.

2607-10-3

Appeals
None.

2607-10-4

Enforcement Cases
No enforcement cases had been received.

2607-11

Road Traffic & Safety Working Group

2607-11-1

NOTED: The earlier public session covered many traffic-related matters; Hampshire Highways
had advised that no reported incidents were recorded at the location and that any further action
would be subject to competing priorities.

2607-11-2

Cllr Main reported on continuing correspondence about speed awareness and SID devices, noting
that Hampshire Highways did not support an additional device where two flashing 30 mph signs
already exist.

Speed measurement on the A32: The Council considered whether to commission a speed tube
survey to support a SID device on the A32. Members questioned whether the evidence would
change Hampshire Highways’ position and whether this was the best use of funds at this stage.

RESOLVED: That the Council will not proceed at this stage with the deployment of speed tubes on
the A32 to collect traffic data.

RESOLVED: To research the experience of other councils, including approaches adopted,
outcomes achieved and lessons learned, to inform any future evidence-based case for support.

Pedestrian warning signs: The Council noted that Hampshire Highways had offered to install
pedestrian warning signs near the A32 crossing area, with proposed northbound and southbound
approach locations already provided.

RESOLVED: To proceed with the pedestrian warning signs on the A32 crossing approaches.

IACTION: Clerk to contact Hampshire Highways to confirm installation of the pedestrian warning
signs.

SID / speed awareness device: The Council noted that Hampshire Highways had provisionally
approved one location for a Speed Indicator Device (SID) at the eastern end of the village, near the
nursery. It was further noted that proceeding would require payment of an annual licence fee for
the location, in addition to the purchase and installation of the device and ongoing maintenance
costs.

Members noted that Hampshire County Council’s site-review fee had increased from £300 to
£450 and that full SID purchase, installation, licence and maintenance costs remained to be
confirmed.

IACTION: Cllr Main to forward the Hampshire Highways invoice for £450 to the Clerk for
consideration at the September meeting.

IACTION: Clerk to include a September agenda item on the SID device, covering purchase,
installation, licence and maintenance costs.

IACTION: Clerk to research the experience of other councils, including Hampshire parishes and
relevant forums, to inform future decision-making.
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2607-12 |Parish Community Connect
The Council noted that no parishioners had attended the most recent Wednesday Parish
Community Connect session and that only one session remained this year, on Saturday 3"
October.
RESOLVED: To continue with weekend sessions for Parish Community Connect.

2607-13 |Grants Policy and Grant Limit
The Council reviewed the current £500 grant limit before inviting applications from local groups.
Members considered whether the policy should allow for higher awards in exceptional
circumstances, subject to budget and legal power.
'The Council noted the importance of transparency and ensuring that any grant expenditure
benefits the community and is supported by an appropriate statutory power of spend.
RESOLVED: That the grant limit remain at £500.
IACTION: Clerk to undertake further research into how exceptional grants may be managed within
policy and legal frameworks and report back to Council with findings.

2607-14 |Open Spaces, Trees and Assets

2607-14-1 Holm Oak Planning Application
The Clerk reported that consent for removal of the Holm Oak included replacement planting
species. Sapling Arboriculture had raised concerns that the specified replacement species may
recreate similar issues in future. Concerns included mature size, impact on the village setting,
future root or structural issues, and aftercare.
RESOLVED: To note the appeal / challenge and await South Downs National Park Authority’s
response before deciding the Council’s next steps.

2607-14-2 Holm Oak - Tree Works Quote
The Council considered two quotations for removal and stump grinding of the Holm Oak (The
Cross):

o Tree Assist: £1,925.00 ex-VAT.
e Bishops Waltham Tree Surgeons: £1,500.00 ex-VAT.

Members noted that Tree Assist was more expensive, but that the Council had previous positive
experience working with them. Given the proximity of the houses and road, this was a key factor.
RESOLVED: To appoint Tree Assist to carry out the Holm Oak removal works.

2607-14-3 Woodlands Entrance Sign
NOTED: That the third Woodlands entrance sign had been installed.

2607-14-4 Pétanque/Boules Court

'The Council considered draft planning application material from the boules club for the proposed
pétanque court at the Recreation Ground. The proposed location was noted as below the
basketball court, with sufficient space retained for maintenance access (5 metres). The Planning
\Working Group was generally supportive. Biodiversity was identified as the main area where
further information may be required.
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RESOLVED: That Cllr Griffith will assist with the planning application in matters relating to
biodiversity.
RESOLVED: To appoint Cllr Griffith and Cllr Fowler to support project liaison and preparation of

information for future Council consideration alongside the Clerk, subject to Cllr Fowler’s
agreement.

2607-14-5

Infinity Playground — Play Inspections
NOTED: This matter was considered under item 2607-8.

2607-15 |Governance Policies
2607-15-1 [The Council considered the draft Council Communications and Member / Officer Relations
policies, to clarify expectations around communication, councillor/staff boundaries and practical
working arrangements.
RESOLVED: To adopt the Council Communications Policy.
RESOLVED: To adopt the Member / Officer Relations Policy.
2607-15-2 [Future Policy Work
'The Council considered further governance work, including an HR policy, Al policy, role
descriptions for working groups and community group link roles, and terms of reference for
working groups.
RESOLVED: Chair and Clerk to prepare the listed governance documents for consideration at a
2607-15-3 ffuture meeting.
Councillor Roles with Community Groups
'The Council considered councillor link roles alongside the future governance work.
RESOLVED: Chair and Clerk to draft role descriptions for councillor link roles with community
groups, to clarify expectations and boundaries.
2607-16 |Rural Parish Affordable Housing Need Questionnaire
Cllr Silk introduced whether the Council should obtain up-to-date information on local affordable
housing needs and seek advice on the process for a housing needs survey.
Members discussed available support from housing organisations and the potential value of an
information or training session before deciding whether to proceed.
RESOLVED: To explore the matter further before deciding whether to proceed with a local housing
needs survey.
IACTION: CLIr Silk to investigate the matter and report back to the Council.
2607-17 |Next Meeting

NOTED: The next meeting will be held on 1°* September 2026.

The meeting closed at 8.38 pm.
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Appendix A — Bank Reconciliation to 30" June 2026

|

West Meon Parish Council

1 July 2026 (2026-2027)

Prepared by: % QC\M’C&T CW’ZFO Date: ﬂﬂgc\"z,b

Name and Role (Clerk/RFO etc)

Approved by: H Dﬂ VIEN

Cha /

Name and Role (RFO/Chair of Finance etc)

Date: '& E}“!éi %2\6

Bank Reconciliation at 30/06/2026

Cash in Hand 01/04/2026 103,439.79
‘ %
ADD ‘
Receipts 01/04/2026 - 30/06/2026 21,402.08
124,841.87
SUBTRACT
Payments 01/04/2026 - 30/06/2026 18,460.93
A Cash in Hand 30/06/2026 ‘ 106,380.94
(per Cash Book) }
|
|
1
Cash in hand per Bank Statements 1
Petty Cash 30/06/2026 } 0.00 |
Unity current 30/06/2026 11,389.14
Unity deposit 30/06/2026 95,123.80 |
‘ 106,512.94
Less unpresented payments i 132.00
‘ 106,380.94
Plus unpresented receipts ‘
B Adjusted Bank Balance | 106,380.94

A =B Checks out OK
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Appendix B: Payments and Receipts to 30" June 2026

West Meon Parish Council
PAYMENTS & RECEIPTS LIST

30 June 2026 (2026-2027)

Vouche Code Date Minute Bank Payment Ref. Description Supplier VAT Type Net VAT Total
26 Subscriptions 26/05/2026 2606-13 Unity current 26P26 Payment - ICO Information Commissioner' X -47.00 -47.00
27 HR Support 26/05/2026 2606-13 Unity current 26P27 Payment - HR Service CB Reid S -30.00 -6.00 -36.00
28 Woodland Signs 26/05/2026 2606-13 Unity current 26P28 Payment - Woodland signs K Knight Engineering Ltd ~ Z -1,000.00 -1,000.00
29 Internal Audit 26/05/2026 2606-13 Unity current 26P29 Payment - Internal Audit Do The Numbers 4 -320.00 -320.00
30 Website 26/05/2026 2606-13 Unity current 26P30 Payment - Website Hugo Fox Ltd S -9.99 -2.00 -11.99
31 Bank charges 26/05/2026 2606-13 Unity current 26P31 Payment - Bank charge Unity X -7.00 -7.00
32 Clerk Salary & Home Work Allo  26/05/2026 2606-13 Unity current 26P32 Payment - Salary Bernice Gibson-Ost X -893.15 -893.15
33 Room Hire 26/05/2026 2606-13 Unity current 26P33 Payment - Hall hire WMVH 4 -25.00 -25.00
34 Member Training 26/05/2026 2605-11-7 Unity current 26P34 Payment - Member training HALC S -120.00 -24.00 -144.00
35 Clerk Pension 27/05/2026 2606-13 Unity current 26P35 Payment - Pension NEST X -66.16 -66.16

Total -2,518.30 -32.00 -2,550.30
1 of 1
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Appendix C:

Payments July — August 2026 (Authorised) List

West Meon Parish Council
PAYMENTS (AWAITING AUTHORISATION) LIST

05 July 2026 (2026-2027)

July 2026 Minutes - Draft

Vouche Code Date Minute Bank Payment Ref. Description Supplier VAT Type Net VAT Total
31 Bank charges 26/05/2026 2606-13 Unity current 26P31 Bank charge Unity X 7.00 7.00
37 Grants & Donations 19/06/2026 2607-9 Unity current 36P37 grant South Central Ambulance ¢ Z 100.00 100.00
36 Room Hire 29/06/2026 2607-9 Unity current 26P36 Hall hire WMVH z 25.00 25.00
48 Bank charges 30/06/2026 2607-9 Unity current 26P48 Bank charge Unity E 7.00 7.00
38 Website 01/07/2026 2607-9 Unity deposit 26P38 Website Hugo Fox Ltd s 9.99 2.00 11.99
42 HR Support 01/07/2026 2607-9 Unity deposit 26P42 HR Service CB Reid S 30.00 6.00 36.00
45 Clerk Salary & Home Work Allo  01/07/2026 2607-9 Unity current 26P45 Salary Bernice Gibson-Ost E 903.58 903.58
46 Clerk Pension 01/07/2026 2607-9 Unity current 26P46 Pension NEST 4 55.51 55.51
44 PAYE 01/07/2026 2607-9 Unity current 26P44 Tax / NI HMRC E 1,013.86 1,013.86
41 Insurance 01/07/2026 2607-9 Unity deposit 26P41 Insurance Gallagher E 221.66 221.66
40 Rec Ground Maintenance 01/07/2026 2607-9 Unity current 26P40 Grounds maintenance Hillier Garden Services z 400.00 400.00
47 Tree Works 01/07/2026 2607-9 Unity current 26P47 Tree work Tree Assist S 700.00 140.00 840.00
50 Legal 01/07/2026 2607-9 Unity current 26P50 Fee Hants CC Z 1,020.00 1,020.00
51 Rec Ground Dog Bins 05/07/2026 2607-9 Unity current 26P51 Dog bin Winchester City Council z 130.00 130.00
49 Bank charges 31/07/2026 2607-9 Unity current 26P49 Bank charge Unity E 7.00 7.00
39 Website 01/08/2026 2607-9 Unity current 36P39 Website Hugo Fox Ltd S 9.99 2.00 11.99
43 HR Support 01/08/2026 2607-9 Unity current 26P43 HR Service CB Reid S 30.00 6.00 36.00

Total 4,670.59 156.00 4,826.59
. - 2 i i
Prepared by: ) (_/ x@ﬁb‘\)r@r Q(ﬁk/ (2_{: O Date: gt ‘;Z 3 Z Q 6 .
Name and Role
N @ \ ’'s)
) % ) - A 5
Approved by: H -DAVIES (CHAE Date: ..+ A ,(_@2@:
Name and Role
Approved by: 5 - é é/W [OaWifeak, . Date:
7
Name and Role
1 of 1

Chair’s Initials....




