


[bookmark: _Hlk71893145]Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Allendale Parish Council and 
[bookmark: _Hlk71893162]the Meeting of the New Parish Council following election 
held on 
Thursday 13th May 2021 at 7pm at Allendale Village Hall

Present: Cllr Crellin (Chair), Councillors Galley, Graham, Henderson, Howard, Philipson, Quinn, Simmonds & White 
H Newsome (Clerk)

Annual Meeting of Allendale Parish Council

1) Apologies for absence
Co Cllr Horncastle was not present for the meeting.
2) Declarations of interest 
[bookmark: _Hlk71986178]All Councillors completed new declaration of interest forms as they were required to following an election.
3) Election of Chair
The Council unanimously agreed to elect Cllr Crellin as Chair.
4) Election of Vice-Chair
[bookmark: _Hlk71978010]Cllr Crellin proposed to elect Cllr Simmonds as Vice-Chair, seconded by Cllr Galley, and this was unanimously agreed.
5) Signing of Declarations of Acceptance
The Council signed their declarations of acceptance as they were required to following an election.
6) To adopt the Standing Orders of the Council
[bookmark: _Hlk71978032]Cllr Philipson proposed to adopt the Standing Orders, seconded by Cllr Howard, and this was unanimously agreed by the Council.
7) To adopt the Financial Regulations of the Council
Cllr Philipson proposed to adopt the Financial regulations with one amendment to take account of internet banking, seconded by Cllr Howard, and this was unanimously agreed by the Council.
8) To review Committee membership and appoint new members
The Council discussed the make up of the committees and agreed: a) that these be reviewed when the Council had a full complement of councillors; b) to review the responsibility of each committee including working out how best to achieve the work of the Towns & Villages Committee; and c) to encourage the public to get more involved with committee work. In the meantime, the following membership was agreed:

Cemetery – Cllrs: Crellin, Graham, Howard (convener), Philipson, Simmonds & White
Finance – Cllrs: Crellin (convener), Howard, Philipson, Simmonds & White
Rights of Way & Access – Cllr Simmonds
Towns & Villages – Cllrs: Galley, Graham & Henderson
High Forest Committee – Cllr Howard
Haydon Bridge & Allendale Medical Practice, Patient Participation Group – Cllr Henderson 
Allendale Village Hall & Recreation Ground – Cllr Galley
Allenheads Trust – Cllr White
Allendale Education Endowment Trust – Cllr Howard
Arnison Jubilee Almshouses – Cllr Henderson




Meeting of the New Allendale Parish Council

9) Planning Sub-Committee – planning applications
21/01223/FUL - The Hawthorns, Shilburn Road, Allendale
Cllr Philipson proposed no objections to the application with Cllr White seconding this as it was in keeping with Allendale Neighbourhood Development Plan (ANDP) Policies 1 & 2: General Development Principles and Scale of Housing Development, and the motion was unanimously carried by the Council.
21/01301/FUL - Land West Of  Broadway Halls Junction To Allendale Junction – Erection of general purpose (metal framed) agricultural building for machinery and produce
[bookmark: _Hlk72160334]The Council understood that a request to build an agriculture building would normally be permissive development, but because of the proximity to the highway it required planning permission. Cllr Crellin proposed to support the application with Cllr Howard seconding this as it was in keeping with Allendale Neighbourhood Development Plan (ANDP) Policy 4: New business accommodation and tourism facilities, and the motion was unanimously carried by the Council.
21/01468/FUL - Studdon Dene Farm  U8013 Haggburn Gate Junction To Green Hill Allendale - Refurbishment and alterations to the existing barn and construction of a new garage. Change of use from agricultural to C3 dwelling (1no residential unit and 2no holiday accommodations)
[bookmark: _Hlk71980262]Cllr Howard proposed to support the application with Cllr Philipson seconding this as it was in keeping with Allendale Neighbourhood Development Plan (ANDP) Policy 7: Conversion of Buildings in the Open Countryside, and the motion was unanimously carried by the Council. The Council saw that notification of planning application 21/01467/FUL - Studdon Dene Farm, Allendale (refurbishment of the existing farmhouse) had arrived too late for it to be discussed at the 13th May meeting (less than three days’ notice) and that it would be discussed at its 3rd June meeting.

10) Public participation
There were three members of the public in attendance. 
Linda Beck said that preparations were being made for a one-day ‘May’ Fair event on Saturday 10th July subject to government guidelines. She said that the May Fair Committee would like to restore the existing sculpture trail along the riverside path from Allendale to Mill Cottages and commission further art works and that it had been awarded a Big Lottery grant of £1,000 for this purpose.  Linda said that the May Fair Committee hoped that the restoration work and new artwork could be completed so that it could be promoted, and sign posted as a local art trail in time for the event on 10th July.  Linda asked for the Parish Council’s support: a) to endorse the restoration of the existing trail and add further works to it; and b) to help, both practically and financially, to make improvements to the footpath that was currently in extremely poor condition in places. After discussion, the Council agreed to support the May Fair Committee’s proposals and include it as an agenda item at its June meeting. In the meantime, Cllr Crellin said that the Council would consult all stakeholders including the landowners, Allendale Estates, Northumberland County Council’s  Footpaths Officer, Duncan Lovett, and Co Cllr Horncastle in an effort to make repairs to the footpath, including reviewing its accessibility for all users, for this popular walk that forms part of Isaac’s Tea Trail.

11) Minutes of the previous meetings held on 1st April 2021
Cllr Howard proposed, and Cllr Simmonds seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 1st April 2021 be agreed and signed as a correct record. 

12) Matters Arising
Allen Smelt Mill Chimneys
Cllr Simmonds said that Thomas Gledhill of Historic England had confirmed that Allendale Estates would soon be starting work to carry out repairs to the stonework inside the shorter of the two smelt mill chimneys.  

Bus shelter for Catton
The Council agreed to include a full discussion about the proposed installation of a new bus shelter in Catton at its 3rd June meeting and would encourage Catton residents to join in the discussion of the design of any new shelter. The Clerk would check correspondence with Northumberland County Council as to whether planning permission was needed.
Isaac’s Well
Cllr Henderson said that she had met with former Cllr Dunn for a handover and so that she could pick up on some of the work that Cllr Dunn had started, including investment in Isaac’s Well. It was agreed that Cllr Henderson should set up a working group/task and finish group with stakeholders including Roger Morris (the driving force behind Isaac’s Tea Trail) with a view to securing successful grant funding to progress the work of this historical site.
Repairs to paved area outside the Post Office
The Clerk to check when work to reinstate the pavement outside the Post Office, including the area in front of the Cashpoint machine, would be carried out by Johnny Weatherson.
Resurfacing of parking area adjacent to The Forge
The Council acknowledged the excellent work of Coulson Construction, and agreed to seek the support of Co Cllr Horncastle to get the white lines reinstated on the newly surfaced parking area adjacent to the Forge, as there was concern about random parking that was blocking residents’ access to their own properties. 
Village maintenance
Malcolm Aitchison had agreed to carry out village tidying works as he had done in previous years.

13) County Councillor update 
Co Cllr Horncastle was not present to give his usual update.

14) Recruitment of new Councillors
The Council briefly discussed adopting a co-option policy for the recruitment of new councillors and the Council agreed to Cllr Crellin’s suggestion to postpone a full discussion until the 3rd June meeting.

15) Coronavirus matters
There was no new information to report this month.

16) Towns & Villages Sub-Committee
Allenfields Play Area
Cllr Howard confirmed that he had assembled the two picnic benches and that he and Cllr Philipson had now installed them in the play area at Allenfields.
Planters
The Council agreed for local guardians to plant, water, and maintain the planters in Allendale each year, as well as make use of a large stone trough close to the entrance of Wentworth Park for planting flowers. 
Weed spraying
The Clerk to check with Neighbourhood Services what arrangements were in place for weed spraying this year.

17) Restoration of Chapel of Rest
Cllr Howard gave an update of ongoing work at the Cemetery’s Chapel of Rest. He and Cllrs Philipson and Graham have had an initial clear out and all that remained was an old mower that would shortly be removed. Cllr Howard said that members of the Allen Valleys Local History Group (AVLHG) were keen to help with the restoration and that they had written to him with a list of items they would need for cleaning and painting the building, and storage units to contain items that would continue to be housed in the Chapel of Rest. The AVLHG were hoping that items of furniture and rugs for the floor might be gifted by local people. After discussion, the Council agreed to: a) meet the costs of the restoration work on receipt of a list with the estimated costs; and b) ask AVLHG what other resources they might need from the Council; c) support a small working party to tidy up the area behind the Chapel of Rest and tidy up the path edges; and, d) provide more suitable arrangements, other than the Chapel of Rest, for storing the grave digger’s and grass cutter’s machinery and equipment.

18) Climate Action Allendale 
There was no new information to report this month.

19) Correspondence
Communication problems between surgeries and Allendale Pharmacy
Cllr Henderson said that she had taken up the concerns of several people, who were experiencing problems getting their prescriptions promptly since the Haydon Bridge dispensary had closed, with the general practice, and that the Administrative Lead for the two surgeries had identified a training need for its frontline staff. Cllr Crellin agreed to get in touch directly with the Lead Practitioner for more information.
Northumberland Association of Local Councils
Cllr Henderson agreed to put herself forward for the vacant Allendale constituency seat on the NALC County Committee and this was supported by the Council. The Clerk to let Stephen Rickitt know.

20) Accounts for payment
Cllr Howard proposed the accounts for payment, seconded by Cllr Galley.
Treasurer’s Account: bank balance as of 27th April 2021 - £ 61,329.46
Business 30-Day Notice Account: bank balance as of 9th April 2021 - £ 23,400.10

21) Estimate for Catton turning bay
The Council discussed the estimate that Coulson Construction Ltd had provided to carry out resurfacing to the Catton turning bay and agreed that the Clerk should approach Northumberland County Council (through Co Cllr Horncastle) for a contribution towards the costs, so that the work could include a larger section of the road.

22) Matters for 3rd June 2021 agenda
Annual Reports
Bus Shelter for Catton
Co-option policy for the recruitment of new councillors
Footpath from Allendale to Mill Cottages (502/141)
Internal Audit

23) Confidential agenda item (for Council only)
There were none.

24) Date of next Parish Council 
The next Parish Council meeting would take place on 3rd June 2021 at 7pm. 


The meeting ended at 21:00
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