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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th November 2014 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs Rivers (Chairman), J Smith, Mrs S Mash, D Lewis, N Thom, P Venning, Mrs P Homewood, Borough Councillor M Burgess, 7 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk) 
2991.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Community Warden Lee Kidd 
2992
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; Cllr Rivers declared a non pecuniary interest in agenda item 5 Dobell Farm, minute no. 2995


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33;  None 
At this point the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session
2993.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th October 2014: Confirmed and signed as a correct record.
2994.   Matters Arising: See Clerk's Report.


With regard to minute no. 2976 Cllr Venning will also raise other Highway issues at the Highways Seminar.


With regard to minute no. 2985 f) Cllr Venning reported that the Rural Advisor for the Diocese is being consulted about the proposed memorial garden and it has been suggested that a gate be put into the back fence in the Churchyard so that the children can gain access to the Church from the School.
2995.
Planning Applications: (Previously circulated to Councillors)


14/01006/AS Cuckoo Cottage, Wittersham Road – Creation of a 60m x 20m Sand School. Having listened to comments made during the Public Session Cllrs agreed to support the application on the conditions that the height of the new fence should not exceed the height of the present fence and that it should not be lit as this would have an impact on the environment.


At this point Cllr Rivers left the meeting and Cllr Smith took the Chair. 

14/01366/AS  Dobell Barn, Moons Green – Erection of an annex attached to main dwelling and retention of the porch.  Cllrs agreed to fully support this application.


Cllr Rivers returned to the meeting.
2996.
Emergency Plan: Update on completion of Emergency plan and template for a test phone call round to those on the list and plans for the coming winter: Cllr Homewood informed the meeting that she would be attending, together with Tom Newbury, the Community Resilience and Emergency Planning Seminar to be held on 18th November and felt that she would have more information to report on at the next meeting.  She suggested that it would be useful in the case of an emergency to have the contact numbers of the Clerk, Chairman and herself in the Outlook on Oxney.  

2997.
Update on the Village Defibrillator:  At this point the meeting was adjourned for a few minutes so that Cllrs and members of the public could be shown where the Defibrillator had been fitted and how it basically worked.  Once the meeting restarted it was agreed that a thank you letter be sent to the Patrons of The Swan and an article be placed in the next issue of the Outlook on Oxney.
2998.
Update on wiring arrangements for the defibrillator in the Village Hall:  Cllr Thom informed the meeting that this had now been completed.  The Village Hall Management Committee will pay the invoice at this stage and a request for reimbursement be added to the agenda for the next meeting.
2999.
Update and decide upon negotiations regarding the fomalisation of a village envelope:  The Chairman reported on a meeting held with Martin Vink and Simon Cole at ABC.  They are supportive of our wish to have a written village envelope.  It is important that the community and Cllrs are included in a working group.  After a full discussion it was agreed that it should be


started sooner rather than later as once it is completed it could influence any future development.  Agreed to add the setting up of a working group to the next agenda.
3000.
To decide whether to have and decorate a Christmas Tree at the Christmas Tree Festival to be held in Church on 12th, 13th & 14th December.  Agreed. Cost £10, to come out of Chairman's Allowance.
3001.
Feedback from Lanndia meeting: This meeting had been well attended. The main concerns were highways and drainage.  Next meeting will be held on 4th December.

3002.
Correspondence:

a) ABC – Local Plan to 2030 – Shortlisted Rural Sites – Land north of Stocks Road and Jubilee Fields.  Considered as may be appropriate to allocate for general demand housing development in the Local Plan and are therfore worthy of further more detailed assessment.  Does the Parish Council wish to carry out further public consultation on this shortlist of sites.  Yes, sometime during the 3rd  week in February.


By email:

b)  Request from Mr. John Bradford for the Parish Council's help with regard to the flooding problem close to his property.  Cllrs had received more information during the public session and the Clerk gave a bit more.  It was agreed to ask KCC's Drainage & Flooding Manager when the drains were last cleared between The White Cottage and Martlets on Poplar Road and Cllr Venning will bring it up at the Highways Seminar.


For noting:

c) Copy of letter from Amber Rudd MP written to Damian Green in response to our request for help from him.


Previously circulated:

d)  Southern Water – Publication of Water Resources & Drought Strategy     e)  ABC – Summer/Autumn Housing News


Forwarded by email:

e) Rural Kent – Invite to AGM     f)  Kent Police – Introduction to Ashford & Tenterden District Commander

3003.
To authorise payments:


i)  Wittersham VOICES – request for cheque for £27 made payable to Judy Darkins to reimburse her for paying the expenses of the visitors from Rotherfield as agreed at the last meeting. Authorised.


ii)  Emergency Planning Course – Deferred to next meeting


3004.  Working Party Reports:


a) Finance:  

     i)   Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.  Agreed.


     ii)  Caretaker's Half Yearly Statement – deferred to next meeting


     iii)  Proposed Budget – Explained by Clerk – to be ratified at next meeting.


b)  Planning:

     Decisions received: 

     14/01243/AS  2 Palstre Court Cottage, Wittersham Road – To replace conservatory at rear of property                                                                                                                           Granted 

c)  Highways  -  Fault reporting site is down.

d)  Footpaths – Nothing to report.

e)  Open Spaces – Fence between the toddlers climbing frame and swings in the Play Area has been replaced by ABC 


f)   Cemetery & Churchyard – Nothing to report.
3005.
Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:


i)  VOICES – Cllr Smith reported on a meeting he had attended on 29th October when it was suggested that they have an amount set aside in our budget for small amounts they may require.

ii)  Parish Forum – The Chairman gave a short report 


iii) Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Thom reported that the painting of the Hall and Club Room is coming on slowly.
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3006.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised.
3007.
Date of the next Meeting of the Parish Council:  Tuesday 9th December 2014 at 7.30pm, preceded by wine and nibbles.
3008.
Items for information: 

i)  Clerk reported that the Caretaker's Van had been broken into and the machinery stolen.  An insurance claim to Came & Co. has been made for the machinery and to the NFU for the repair of the Van.  After a short discussion it was agreed that when the small tools etc belonging to the Caretaker, are replaced, they should still belong to him.


ii) The Chairman reported on a good presentation attended by Cllr Homewood and himself.


iii) Pond Restoration Update – Nothing further from Debbie Reynolds.


iv) The Clerk read out the Community Warden's Report.


v)  PCSO Julia Ghost hasn't attended or sent in a report.  Clerk to ask for a report if she is unable to attend a meeting.


vi) Cllr Smith reported that the shop fit out is well under way.  It was suggested that the Council purchase a litter bin for outside the shop.  Agreed to add it to the agenda for next month. 

At this point the public were excluded and agenda item 18 was discussed in closed session.
The meeting closed at 22.36hrs

