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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 21st May 2026 at 7:30pm Sawley Village Hall
(2026-27 – 11) It was Resolved that the minutes of the ordinary meeting and the notes from the Grantley and Skelding annual village meetings held on 5th March 2026 were agreed and considered to be true records and duly signed by the Chair.

Reports:
(2026-27 – 12) Joseph Hayward, Conservation Development Officer with Nidderdale National Landscape, gave a presentation on the benefits of wildflower planting and setting aside specific areas for this. It was Resolved to consider and put forward any suitable sites for wild flower areas and any plug planting areas for this year.
(2026-27 – 13) NYC report was presented by Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister, this will be circulated with the minutes together with a connectivity fact sheet.
(2026-27 – 14) Clerks Report – it was Resolved to accept the report and the Council acknowledged the difficulties the Clerk encountered completing this years audit.

Correspondence:
(2026-27 – 15) Email from concerned resident in respect of the level of noise and disturbance from Grantley Hall on 21st March 2026. In particular noise from fireworks, music and amplified commentary. Councillors confirmed that they had also experienced the disturbance from this event. It was Resolved that the Clerk would write to the General Manager expressing the Council’s concerns especially as at a public meeting it had been stated that everything possible would be done to maintain the quiet peaceful countryside environment by keeping noise levels to a minimum and using silent fireworks.
Matters requested by Councillors:
(2026-27 – 16) Road Surfacing – It was Resolved for Cllr. Walsh to report the problems on the NYC Highways portal and advice Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister of the reference number.
(2026-27 – 17) Bins for dog waste – comments were made in respect of the large litter bin in the centre of Grantley Village. If dog walkers aren't prepared to pick up dog waste in the middle of the village and dispose of it there, they're unlikely to use any additional bins provided. It was Resolved to investigate further what NYC provision is available via Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister, however the consensus of those present felt that these types of bins are general unsightly and smelly.
Ongoing issues:
(2026-27 – 18) Commuted sums – It was Resolved for Cllr. Lennon will raise the issue of the set criteria for small sums being impractical with Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister. 
(2026-27 – 19) Website updating – It was Resolved to remove this item from future agendas as the website is now up to date.
(2026-27 – 20) VAS/speed restriction progress – It was unanimously Resolved to purchase 1 sign immediately at a cost of £4,440 (+VAT) with the decision taken on the second sign at the September meeting.
Information on the speed restriction in Grantley is that it should be in place for schools reopening at beginning of September.
(2026-27 – 21) Playground inspections and equipment repair – It was Resolved for Cllr. Walsh assisted by Cllr. Smeeden to formulate a specification for the repair and maintenance requirements for both equipment and surfaces. It was also Resolved that Cllrs Smeeden and Wash would invite tenders against the specification for review at the next PC meeting and Sawley councillors to canvas nominations from residents to the SPRF for repairs required to equipment in Sawley. 
(2026-27 – 22) Sawley flooding – Cllr. Wigginton advised that the drains had been cleared of debris and Jet Air Drainage had returned to seal the inside of the pipes. It was Resolved to await the report from NYC Highways.
(2026-27 – 23) Common land – it was Resolved to remove the following areas of common land from the Asset Register as the areas have no known landowner:
CL353 Disused Quarry, Skelding
CL354 Moor between Wake Hill & High Skelding
CL355 Bountin Hill
CL356 Village pound (pinfold), Grantley
CL493 Land known as ‘the Tip’ near Grantley
(2026-27 – 24) Sawley Parish Room Fund – the Clerk advised the forms required by the banks were almost complete and ready to return.
It was Resolved that once access to the accounts is secured, the names on all 4 of the funds bank accounts will be changed into the correct title of Sawley Parish Room Fund. This will ensure the fund accounts are kept totally separate from the Parish Council funds as advised by NALC legal in September 2025.
(2026-27 – 25) .gov.uk new domain and email address – the Clerk advised that new .gov.uk domain and email address had been secured.
It was Resolved that the Clerk would circulate these once tested and ready for use.

Financial matters:
(2026-27 – 26) The following accounts were Approved for payment:
	HugoFox
	.gov fee
	£35.86

	Elkerlodge
	Internal Audit
	£252.00

	HMRC
	PAYE/NI
	£125.52

	M J Miller
	Clerks salary (Apr)
	£446.39

	YLCA
	Annual Fee
	£250.00

	Oak Landscape
	Grasscutting
	£600.00

	
	
	

	
	
	£1,709.77



(2026-27 – 27) The bank reconciliation report for the period to 21st May 2026 was Resolved to be correct. Current bank balances agreed at: 
HSBC a/c 716    £12,827.71
HSBC a/c 208     £ 6,806.02
                                £19,633.73



(2026-27 – 28) Alternative options for an internal auditor for 2026/27 – It was Resolved for the Clerk to investigate and obtain quotations from alternative auditors and present at the next meeting.
(2026-27 – 29) Asset Register – It was Resolved to amend the register in line with audit recommendations and the resolution at minute 2026-27 – 23.
(2026-27 – 30) Data Audit – It was Resolved to Approve this document.

Planning consutations:
(2026-27 – 31) APPLICATION NO: 26/01383/FUL Stone House
PROPOSAL: Create a single garage to the front of the property. Convert the existing
garage into habitable accommodation and knock through the kitchen into
this space. Create a utility at the back of the former garage. Infill former
garage door with stone to match and form french doors.
LOCATION: Stone House Sawley Moor Lane To Crossgate Quarry Eavestone North
Yorkshire HG4 3HA
Option A submitted, no objections.


Planning Applications Approved/Refused:
(2026-27 – 32)  Non-material amendment to allow alterations to window size to planning permission 25/03318/FUL Installation of glazed arched opening to south-east elevation of domestic outbuilding and recladding of building in Yorkshire Stone to match existing stone plinth. - Highfield House Lowgate Lane To Risplith Nurseries Sawley North Yorkshire HG4 3EN
Ref. No: 26/01158/AMENDS | Received date: Fri 06 Mar 2026 | Status: Application Permitted – This item was Noted.


(2026-27 – 33) Conversion of agricultural building to a dwellinghouse - Corner House Farm Grantley North Yorkshire HG4 3PJ
Ref. No: 25/03698/FUL | Received date: Thu 23 Oct 2025 | Status: Application Permitted - This item was Noted.

(2026-27 – 34) Closed Session (to be held in private due to the confidential nature of the issue to be discussed) - Cllr. Smeeden informed the meeting that the files and papers had been successfully collected and delivered to Sawley Village Hall. It was Resolved to remove this item from the agenda.
(2026-27 – 35) No agenda items were received to be considered at the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council
 
(2026-27 – 36) The date, time and venue of the next ordinary meeting were confirmed as: 16thJuly 2026, 7:30p.m. at Grantley Village Hall. 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Clerk to the Parish Council, Martyn Miller.
Signed as a true record by Cllr. John Lennon, Chair      


……….……………………………………………………………………….
Date: 16th July 2026
At the Regular Meeting of the Grantley & Sawley Parish Council held on 16th July 2026 it was resolved by unanimous vote to approve these Minutes, copies of which had been previously circulated to Members, as a true and correct record. These Minutes were then signed by the Chairman accordingly.
The signed Minutes are held in the Parish Council minute book at the Clerk’s address, below, and can be viewed by prior appointment.
Clerk: Martyn Miller, Sutthills, Gate Bridge Road, Galphay, HG4 3NT.  Tel: 07729696302
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